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boilding,  and  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  it :  some 
were  killed  in  their  efforts  to  escape,  but  five  fell 
alive  into  the  hands  of  their  exasperated  enemies, 
and  were  burned  with  a  savage  cruelty,  aach  as  they 
themselves  would  have  exhibited. 
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CHAPTER   I. 


In  May,  16D1,  the  Iroquois,  to  the  number  of  about 
1000  warriors,  again  poured  down  upon  the  settle- 
ments near  Montreal,  and  marked  their  course  with 
massacre  and  ruia.  Other  bands,  leas  numerous, 
^read  themselves  over  the  fertile  and  beautiful 
banks  of  the  Richelieu  river,  burning  the  happy 
homesteads  and  rich  storeyards  of  the  settlers. 
At  length,  the  Sieur  de  la  Mine,  with  a  detachment 
of  miUtia,  surprised  a  party  of  these  fiCTce  maraud- 
ers, at  Saint  Sulpice,  and  slew  them  without  mercy. 
Twelve  of  the  Iroquois  escaped  into  a  rmnous 
house,  where  they  held  out  for  a  time  with  con- 
rage  and  success;  but  the  French  set  fire  to  the 
building,  and  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  it:  some 
were  killed  in  their  efforts  to  escape,  but  five  fell 
alive  into  the  hands  of  their  exasperated  enemies, 
and  were  burned  with  a  savage  cruelty,  sach  as  they 
themselves  would  have  exhibited. 
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Intelligence  now  arrived  that  a  formidable  force  of 
English,  Iroquois,  and  Mahingan  Indians  were  ad- 
vancing upon  Montreal  by  the  River  Richelieu  or 
Sorel ;  800  men,  led  by  the  ChevaUer  de  Calli^res, 
were  sent  to  oppose  their  progress,  and  encamped  on 
the  Prairie  de  la  Madeleine,'  by  the  borders  of  the 
Saint  Lawrence.  Before  daylight  the  following 
morning,  the  invaders  carried  an  important  position 
by  surprise,  daying  several  of  the  defenders,  and 
finally  retreated  in  good  order  and  with  little  loss. 
On  falling  back  into  the  woods,  they  met  and  de- 
stroyed a  small  French  detachment,  and  boldly  faced 
a  more  considerable  force  under  M.  de  Yalrenes. 
For  an  hour  and  a  half  these  formidable  warriors 
withstood  the  fire,  and  repelled  the  charges  of  the 
Canadian  troops;  but,  at  length,  they  were  over- 
powered and  dispersed,  not  however  before  inflicting 
a  logs  of  no  less  than  120  men  upon  their  conquerors. 
An  Englishman  captured  in  the  engagement  declared 
that  the  invaders  had  piu*posed  to  destroy  the  harvest, 
which  would  have  reduced  the  colony  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. The  design,  in  a  great  measure,  failed,  and 
an  abundant  crop  repaid  the  industry  and  successfiil 
courage  of  the  French. 

At  the  first  news  of  this  alarming  inroad,  M.  de 
Frontenac  hastened  to  the  post  of  danger,  but  tran- 


'  "Vis  i  ris  de  Uontreal,  du  cbH  du  and  est  nn  endroit  qn'  on 
ftppetle  U  Prune  de  la  Madelsine." — Charlevoix,  torn,  it.,  p.  233. 

"  Le  Cap  de  U  Madelaiae  a  en  son  aom  de  I'Abbi  de  la 
Madelaine, uDdumembrea  delft  Compagnie  descent  Aisooi^."  The 
name  of  the  Prairie  had  probftbl;  the  same  grigin, — Charlevoix, 
torn.  T;  p.  167. 
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quillity  had  already  been  restored,  and  the  toils 
of  the  husbandman  were  again  plied  upon  the 
scene  of  strife.  At  Montreal  he  found  a  dispatch 
from  the  goTemor  of  New  England,  proposing  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  and  a  treaty  of  neutrality 
with  Canada,  notwithstanding  the  war  then  carried 
on  between  the  mother  countries.  The  Canadian 
goTemor  mistrusted  the  sincerity  of  the  Enghsh  pro- 
posals, and  they  were  not  productiTe  of  any  result 
Dming  the  remainder  of  the  year,  the  Iroquois  con- 
tinned  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the  colony  by  &e- 
qnent  and  miscbieTous  irruptions,  and  many  valu- 
able liTes  were  lost  in  repelling  those  implacable 
saTBges. 

The  war  continued  with  diequered  results  and 
heavy  loasee  on  both  sides  in  the  two  following  years. 
An  invasion  of  the  canton  of  the  Agniers,  by  the 
French,  was  at  first  successful,  but  in  the  retreat, 
the  colonists  suffered  great  privation,  and  mwt  of 
their  prison^s  escaped,  while  any  of  their  number 
that  strayed  or  fell  in  the  rear,  were  immediately 
cut  off  by  tiieir  fierce  pursuers.  The  fur  trade  was 
also  mudi  ii^ured  by  these  long  continued  hostilities, 
for  the  vigilant  enmity  of  the  Iroquois  closed  up  the 
communication  with  the  western  country  by  the 
waters  of  the  St  Lawrence  and  its  magnificent 
tributaries. 

We  have  seen  that  for  a  long  period  the  history  of 

the  colony  is   a   mere  chronicle  of  savage    and 

nsultlesB  combats,  and  treacherous  truces  between 

the  French  and  the  ftnmidable  Iroquois  confedoacy. 
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4  THB  coNQCiar  o;  Canada. 

This  aimoat  perpetual  warfiuv  gare  a  preponderance 
to  the  military  interests  among  the  settlers,  not  a 
littie  injurious  to  their  advance  in  material  pros* 
perity.  The  Cconte  de  Frontenac  had  hj  his  vigarous 
administration  and  haughty  and  unbending  cha-* 
racter,  r^idered  himself  alike  respected  and  feared 
by  his  allies  and  enemies.  But  -while  all  acknow. 
lodged  his  courage  and  abilil^,  his  Systran  of 
internal  government  bore  upon  &ii6  civil  inhabitants 
with  almost  intolerable  severity ;  upon  them  fell  all 
the  burden  and  labour  of  the  wars;  they  were 
ruined  by  unprofitable  toil,  while  the  soldiers 
woriced  the  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  military 
ofBcers  whom  he  desired  to  conciliate.  He  also 
countenanced  or  at  least  tolerated  the  fatal  trade  in 
spirituous  liquors,  which  his  authority  alone  could 
have  suppressed.  Owing  to  these  causes  the  colony 
made  but  little  progress,  commerce  languished,  and 
depression  and  discontent  fell  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
Canadian  people. 

In  the  year  1695,  M.  de  Frontenac  re-established 
the  fort  of  Catarocony,  despite  the  universal  disap* 
probation  of  the  settl^Bi  and  the  positive  commands 
of  the  king.  The  object  was,  however,  happily  and 
ably  accomplished  by  M.  de  Crisasy  in  a  veiy  short 
time  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  Hus  brave 
and  active  of&cer  made  good  use  of  his  powerfol 
position.  He  dispatched  scouts  in  all  directions,  and 
by  a  judicious  arrangement  of  his  small  forces 
checked  the  hostilities  of  the  Iroquois  upon  the 
Canadian  settlements. 

The  Sieur  de  R^v^rin,  a  man  of  enlightened  and 
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enterprimng  mind,  had  long  desired  to  develope  the 
resonrces  of  the  Caoftdian  waters,  and  in  1697  at 
length  succeeded  in  associating  several  merchants 
with  himself,  and  establishing  a  fishery  at  the  har- 
bour of  Mount  Louis  among  the  mountains  of  N6tre 
Dame,  half  way  between  Quebec  and  the  extremity 
of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  on  the  Bouthem  side. 
The  situation  Waa  well  chosen,  the  neighbouring 
soil  fertile,  and  the  waters  abounded  in  fi^.  But 
where  nature  had  provided  everything  that  industrr 
could  require,  the  huid  of  man  interfered  to  coun. 
teract  her  bounty.  The  hostility  of  the  English 
embarrassed  the  infant  settlement  and  alarmed  its 
founders :  despite  of  these  difBculties,  a  plentiihl 
harvest  and  auccessAU  fishing  at  first  rewarded  the 
adventurers;  subsequently  however  they  were  less 
fortunate,  and  the  place  was  for  some  time  negated 
and  almost  forgotten.^ 

Louis  de  Bnade,  Comte  de  Frontaiac,  died  in  the 
seventy-e^hth  year  of  his  age,  1608,  having  to  the 
last  preserved  that  astonishing  energy  of  character 
which  had  enabled  him  to  overcome  the  difBculties 
and  dangers  of  his  adventurous  career.  He  died  as 
he  had  lived,  beloved  by  many,  respected  by  all; 
with  the  unaided  resources  of  his  own  strong  mind, 
he  had  preserved  the  power  of  France  on  the 
American  continent,  undiminished  if  not  increased, 
tSirongh  yeiu^  of  famine,  disaster,  and  depression. 
He  loved  patronage  and  power,  but  disdained  the 

*  There  was  a  flouriahing  Bettlement  at  Uonnt  Louis  in.  1758, 
which  was  destroyed  bj  Qeneral  Wolfe. 
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considerations  of  selfish  interest.  It  must,  however, 
be  acknowledged  that  a  jealous,  sullen,  and  even 
Tindictive  temper,  obscured  in  some  degree  the  lustre 
of  his  succras,  and  detracted  from  the  dignity  of  his 
nature.  The  Chevalier  de  Calli^res,  governor  of 
Montreal,  was  appointed  his  successor  to  the  satis- 
&ction  of  all  classes  in  the  colony. 

Hie  new  governor'  applied  himself  vi^roualy  to 
the  difficult  task  of  estabUshing  the  tranquillity 
of  his  territories.  He  endeavoured  to  procure  the 
alliance  of  all  the  Indian  tribes  within  reach  of 
French  intercourse  or  commerce,  but  the  high  price 
charged  by  the  Canadian  merchants  for  their  goods 
proved  a  constant  difficulty  in  the  way  of  nego- 
ciation,  and  ever  afforded  tiie  savages  a  pretext  for 
disaffection  and  complaint.  In  the  midst  of  his  useful 
labours  this  excellent  chief  was  suddenly  cut  off  by 
death;  his  upright  and  judicious  administration  won 
the  esteem  of  all  the  colonists,  and  the  truth  and 

*  *'  Saas  avoir  le  briDUnt  de  B<m  pr&16»BHur,  0  en  &TUt  toot  le 
K^ide;  des  rfies  droitea  at  d&intereEB^B,  aana  pr^uge  et  aans  passion; 
une  fermeU  toujonrs  d'accord  areo  la  raison,  une  Taleur,  que  le 
flegme  s^TCnt  mod^r  et  rendre  utile :  on  graod  Bens,  beaucoup  de 
probity  et  d'boDaeDT,  et  une  p&)4tration  d'esprit,  li  laqnelle  nne 
grande  application  et  une  longne  experience  atoient  ajout^  tout  oe 
que  I'exp&ience  pent  donner  de  lumi^s.  H  aToit  pria  dis  lea 
oommencemeuB  un  grand  empire  sur  les  sauvages,  qui  le  connoisoient 
exacte  k  tenir  at,  parole,  et  fenne  k  Tonloir  qn'  on  lui  gardU  celles 
qa'  on  lui  aTtnent  donn^es.  Les  Francois  de  leur  cdt^  ^taient  con< 
TwncuB  qu'il  n'  exigeroient  jamus  rien  d'eux,  que  de  rusoonable ; 
que  pour  d'  avoir  ni  la  naisBance,  ni  lea  grandea  alliances  dn  Comte 
de  Prontenac,  ni  le  rang  de  lieutenant-g&^al  des  armies  du  roi, 
il  ne  i^aaroit  pas  moina  ae  tain  obfir  que  lui." — Charlavoix, 
torn,  iii.,  p.  353. 
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hoDesty  of  his  dealings  with  the  native  tribes  gave 
Iiim  an  influence  over  th^a  which  none  of  his 
predecessors  had  ever  won.  On  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  the  king  willingly  appointed 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  to  the  vacant  government ; 
soon  after  his  accession  a  deputation  of  the  Iroquois 
arrived  at  Quebec,  and  for  the  first  time  fonnally 
acknowledged  the  sovCTelgnty  of  France,  and  claimed 
the  protection  of  her  fl£^. 

H.  de  Baudot,  the  intendant,  introduced  various 
important  judicial  and  fiscal  improvements  in  the 
afl^tirs  of  the  colony  at  this  time ;  by  his  influence 
and  mediation  he  effectually  checked  a  litigious 
spirit  which  had  infiised  itself  among  the  Canadians 
to  a  ruinous  extent,  and  by  strong  representations 
induced  the  king  to  remove  the  cruel  restrictions 
placed  upon  colonial  industry  by  the  jealousy  of  the 
motiier  country. 

In  the  ^ring  of  1708  a  council  was  held  at 
Montreal  to  deliberate  upon  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  checking  the  intrigues  of  the  English 
among  the  allied  savages ;  the  chiefs  of  all  the 
Christian  Indians  and  of  the  faithful  and  warlike 
Abenaquis  were  present  on  the  occasion.  It  was 
resolved  that  a  blow  should  be  struck  against  the 
British  colonies,  and  a  body  of  400  men,  including 
Indians,  was  formed  for  the  expedition,  the  object 
of  which  was  kept  secret.  After  a  march  of  150 
leagues  across  an  almost  impracticable  country,  the 
Fr^ch  attacked  the  little  fort  and  village  of 
Haverhill,  garrisoned  by  thirty  New  Englandmen. 
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and  carried  them  after  a  sharp  struggle ;  many  of 
tiie  defenders  were  killed  or  captured,  and  the 
settlement  deetrojed.  The  nei^bouring  country 
was  however  soon  aroused,  and  the  assailants 
with  difficulty  effected  a  retreat,  losing  thirty  of 
tiieir  men. 

Intelligence  reached  the  French  in  the  following 
year,  that  Colonel  Vetch,  who,  during  a  residence  of 
several  years  at  Quebec,  had  contrived  to  sound  all  the 
difficult  passages  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  had  suc- 
ceseiully  instigated  the  Queen  of  England  to  attempt 
the  conquest  of  New  France ;  that  a  fleet  of  twenty 
ships  was  being  prepared  for  the  expedition,  and  a 
force  of  6000  regular  troops  were  to  sail  under  its 
protection,  while  2000  English  and  as  many  Indians, 
under  the  command  of  General  Nicholson,  were  to 
march  upon  Montreal  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain. 
H.  de  Vaudreuil  immediately  assembled  a  council 
of  war  to  meet  the  emei^ncy,  where  some  bold 
measures  were  planned,  but  a  misunderstanding 
between  the  governor-general  and  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal officers  paralysed  their  execution.  Finally, 
indeed,  a  considerable  force  was  marched  to  antici- 
pate the  British  attack,  but  the  dissensions  of  the 
leaders,  the  Insubordination  of  the  troops,  and  the 
want  of  correct  intelligence,  embarrassed  their 
movements,  and  drove  them  to  an  inglorious  retreat 
On  the  oth^  hand,  the  English,  mtetnisting  the 
&ith  of  their  Indian  allies  and  suffering  from  a 
frightful  mortality,  burned  their  canoes  and  advanced 
posts,  and  retreated  from  the  frontier.    The  per- 
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fidions  Iroqnois,  while  professing  the  closest  friend- 
ship, had  poisoned  the  stream  hard  by  the  British 
camp,  and  thus  caused  the  fatal  malady  which 
dedmated  their  onsuspectiDg  allies.  The  fleet 
destined  for  the  attack  of  Quebec  never  crossed 
the  Atlantic;  it  was  sent  to  Lisbon  instead,  to  sup- 
port the  fUling  fortunes  of  Fortt^l  against  the 
triumphant  arms  of  Castile. 

lu  the  following  year,  another  abortive  expedition 
was  undertaken  by  the  EngU^  against  Canada. 
Intelligence  was  brought  to  M.  de  Vaudreuil  that  ten 
ships  of  war  of  60  guns  each  and  upwards  had  ar- 
rived ftom  England,  and  were  assembled  at  Boston, 
together  with  36  transports  capable  of  conveying 
3000  men ;  while  a  force  of  provincial  militia  and 
bdians  of  New  York,  nearly  2000  strong,  were  col- 
lected in  that  State  to  assail  him  by  land.  The 
French  governor  immediately  called  together  the 
Iroquois  deputies,  and  successfully  urged  their  neu- 
trality in  the  approaching  struggle ;  he  also  secured 
the  somewhat  doubtful  allegiance  of  the  allied  tribes, 
but  only  accepted  the  proffered  services  of  a  few 
warriors  of  each  nation,  and  this  more  as  hostages 
than  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  his  strength. 

M.  de  Vaudreuil  then  hastened  from  Montreal  to 
Quebec,  where  he  found  that  his  lieutenant,  M.  de 
Boucourt,  had  effectually  executed  his  orders  to 
strengthen  the  defences.  The  settlements  along  the 
coast  below  that  important  stronghold  were  suf- 
ficiently guarded  to  render  a  hostile  debarkation 
difKcult  and  dangerous.    The  governor  immediatdy 
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re-ascended  the  St  Lawrence,  and  formed  a  corps 
of  3000  men  under  M.  de  Longueial,  at  Chambly,  to 
await  the  approach  of  the  English.  The  invading 
army,  however,  retreated  without  coming  to  action, 
having  received  information  of  a  great  disaster  which 
had  befallen  then-  fleet  The  British  admiral  had 
n^lected  the  warnings  of  an  experienced  French 
navigator,  named  Faradis,  who  accompanied  him, 
and  approached  too  near  a  small  island  in  the  narrow 
and  dangerous  channel  of  the  Traverse ;  a  sudden 
squall  firom  the  south-east  burst  upon  him  at  that 
critical  moment  and  his  own,  with  seven  other  ships 
of  the  fleet  were  driven  on  the  rocky  shore,  and 
utterly  destroyed :  very  few  men  escaped  from  these 
ill-fated  vessels.* 

The  generosity  and  loyalty  of  the  merchants  of 
Quebec  furnished  the  governor  with  50,000  crowns, 
to  strengthen  the  fortifications  of  their  town,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  rumour  that  the  English  were  agaiu 

*  "  Enfio  la  retraite  des  detiz  armies  Anglaises  qui  devaient 
attaqaer  en  mSme  tems  la  Nouvelle  France  par  terre  et  par  mer,  et 
diriser  ses  forces  en  lea  occupant  anz  deuz  eitreniit4^  de  la  coloaie, 
b'  ^tant  plas  donteuse,  et  le  brnit  ■'  ^tant  r£pandu  que  la  premib^ 
arait  fait  naofroge  daofl  le  fleuve  St.  Laurent  vera  les  Sept  lalei, 
M.  de  Vandreuil  j  envoya  ptnaieuTH  barques.  Ellea  j  tronv^reat 
lea  carcasaea  de  hnit  gros  Taiaseaux,  dent  on  aroit  enlev^  les  canons 
et  tea  meilleurs  effete,  et  pres  de  trois  mille  personnes  ooj^es,  dont 
les  corpa  fitoient  fitendus  but  le  rivage.  On  j  reconnut  deux  com- 
pagoies  eu^eres  des  Qardes  de  la  Reino,  qu'  on  distiagua  a  leurs 
casaqoes  rouges,  et  plusieurs  families  Ecossoises,  destin^  a  peupler 
Je  Canada,  mais  qnoiqne  le  reste  de  la  flotte  e&t  rest^  mouille 
plusieurs  jours  au  rnSme  endrwt,  pour  enlerer  toute  la  charge  de« 
Tftisseaui  brises,  on  ne  laissa  point  d'  j  hire  nn  asaei  grand  butin," 
— Charleroix,  torn,  iv.,  p.  82, 
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preparing  an  invasion  of  Canada,  in  1712,  uded  by  1712 
the  Iroquois,  to  whom  they  had  become  reconciled. 
At  the  same  time,  a  new  enemy  entered  the  field — 
the  fiercest  and  bravest  of  the  native  trib^ ;  this 
people,  called  Outagamis  or  Foxes,  joined  in  a  con- 
federacy with  the  Five  Nations,  and  undertook  to 
bum  the  French  fort  at  Detroit,"  and  d^troy  the  in- 
habitants.   A  large  force  of  their  warriors  advanced 

■  The  citjr  of  Setroit  dates  iu  history  from  Juljr,  1701.  At  that 
time  M.  de  U  Hotte  Cftdillu,  vith  one  hundred  men,  and  4  Jesuit, 
carrying  with  them  everything  necessary  for  the  commencement  and 
support  oi  the  estahlishment  meditated,  reached  tiaa  place.  "  How 
nmneronB  and  diversified,"  said  a  public  literary  docameDt,  "  are  the 
incident*  compressed  within  the  history  of  this  settlement.  No 
place  in  the  United  States  presents  such  a  series  of  events,  interest- 
ing in  thenwelres  and  permanently  affecting,  as  they  occurred,  its 
imgrets  and  prosperity.  Five  times  its  flag  has  changed — three 
diffemit  eovweignties  hare  claimed  its  allegiance,  and  since  it  has 
been  held  by  the  United  States,  its  government  has  been  thrice 
transferred.  Twice  it  has  been  besieged  by  the  Indians,  once  captured 
in  war,  and  once  burnt  to  the  ground." 

"  Detroit  has  long  been  considered  as  the  limit  of  civilisation 
towards  the  north-west.  This  town,  or  commercial  port,  is  dignified 
by  the  name,  and  enjoys  the  chartered  rights  of  a  city  ;  although 
its  pt^utotioa  at  present  does  not  exceed  tiiree  thousand.  The  banks 
of  the  river  above  and  below  the  city,  are  lined  with  a  French  popnla- 
tioD,  descendants  of  the  first  Enrc^)ean  traders  among  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter ;  and  extending  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  St.  Clair, 
inereasing  in  density,  as  they  approach  the  town,  and  averaging, 
poliaps,  <nie  hmidred  per  mile.  This  place,  bat  a  little  while  ago  so 
distant,  is  now  brought  within  four  days  of  the  city  of  New  York — 
the  track  pursued  being  seven-hundred  and  fifty  miles.  Here,  at 
Cetrcnt,  some  of  the  finest  steamers  in  North  America  come  and  go 
«rery  day,  eonaecting  it  with  the  east,  and  have  begun  already  to 
■eareh  out  the  distant  west  and  north." — Colton's  Zhur  to  tAd 
a  Laku,  roLi.,  p,  46. 
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upon  the  little  stronghold,  bat  Du  Buisson,  the  able 
and  gallant  commandant,  having  summoned  the 
neighbonrmg  allies  to  the  assistance  of  his  garrison 
of  twenty  Frenchmen,  defeated  the  dangerous  in- 
vaders after  a  series  of  conflicts  almost  unparaUeled 
fbr  otetinac7  in  Indian  war,  and  destroyed  more 
than  &  thousand  of  thur  best  and  bravest." 

These  important  successes,  however,  could  not 
secure  to  the  French  an  equality  in  trade  with  their 
English  rivals ;  their  narrow  and  ii^udicions  com- 
mercial system  limited  the  supply  of  European 
goods  to  be  exchanged  for  the  spoils  of  the  red 
man's  forests ;  the  fur  trade,  therefore,  fell  almost 
wholly  into  the  hands  of  British  merchants,  and 
even  those  native  tribes  in  closest  alliance  with  the 
Canadian  governor,  obtained  their  scanty  clothing 
from  the  looms  of  Yorkshire,  and  their  weapons  of  the 
chase  from  the  industrious  hands  of  our  colonists. 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713,  Louis  the 
Magniflcent,  ceded  away  for  ever,  with  ignorant 
indifference,  the    noble   province    of  Acadia,'   the 

*  "  Le  fruit  d«  m  ncbnre  (dn  BiutMu)  fut  que  lea  Anglob  diSt- 
eop^rdrent  de  ■'  Aablir  au  Detroit,  ce  qui  &unHt  6t6  U  raine  eotiira 
de  la  NooTella  France,  non  Mnlement  ft  cauae  de  la  eituation  de  ca 
Ueo,  qiu  eat  le  centra  et  le  plna  beau  paja  du  Canada,  tnau  encore 
paroeqn'il  se  nooa  auroit  plus  ite  poBMble  d'eatretenir  la  moindre 
eonunamoatMn  avec  lee  aauTagei  d'en  haul  ni  aveo  la  LooiaiaDe."— 
Charleroix,  rgl.  it.,  p.  105. 

'  "  Le  roi  trea  Chretien  c^e  ft  la  raiue  d'Angleterre  ^  perpAnite, 
I'Acadie,  ou  Noufelle  Bcoeae,  en  entier,  canfartn6neat  a  aea  aooi- 
ennea  limitea,  comme  auaai  la  rille  de  Fart  Bojal,  munteoaat  appell^ 
Annapolia  Rojale."— ^rttcfe  X//.  du  Traitd  d'Utrecht,  1713. 
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inexhanstiMe  fisheries  of  Newfonndland,  and  his 
clMms  to  the  vast,  but  almost  unknown  regions  of 
Hndson's  Bay;  his  nominal  sovereigntj  over  the 
Iroqnoia,  was  also  thrown  into  the  scale,^  and  thus 
a  dearly  pmvhased  peace  restored  comparative  traa- 
qniUity  to  the  remnant  of  his  American  empire.' 

The  fierce  Outagamis,  more  incensed  than 
weakened  by  their  losses  at  Detroit,  made  savage 
and  murderous  reprisals  upon  all  the  nations  allied 
to  the  French.  Their  vindictive  vigilance  rendered 
the  routes  between  the  distant  post  of  Canada,  and 
those   Southward  to   Louisiana,*  for   many   years 

'  "  Ce  dwnier  orticlfl  ne  noue  6la  riea  de  rid,  et  ne  donna  non 
pin  rien  kux  Angltus,  pareeqne  lee  oantona  renouTelleroDt  lea  prote*- 
latioos,  qa'ilfl  avoieut  dsjk  fait«B  pins  d'nne  fou  oontre  lee  pi^tentiima 
r£«ripnM]uea  dft  lenra  Toiems  «t  (»t  trte  bien  >(u  to  maintenir  daoa  la 
poueeaioa  da  lenr  liberty  et  de  lenr  iud^pendaace."— Cluai'levoix. 

'  "  II  (Prior)  Aoit  pareillement  aatoriB^  i  trtute  but  les  limites  de 
rAmaiqoe  teptentrionale,  et  sll  plaisoit  aa  Boi,  cm  deux  artiolei 
pooToiant  toe  r^^  en  peu  de  teeoi." — MAnoim  d»  Tony  «ur  Ut 
Paix  J  Vtnela,  ml.  iii.,  p.  i26. 

'  It  is  hardlj  rememlMffed  at  the  preeent  da;  that  tlie  Vrenoh  nation 
aaoo  dumed,  and  had  begnn  to  oolonwe,  the  whole  region  which  lies 
■t  the  back  of  the  thirteen  original  United  Statei,  from  the  mouth  of 
Ae  Bt.  lAwrence  to  that  of  the  UlBsiBiippi,  oomprising  both  tbs 
Caaadaa  aad  the  vast  fertile  rallej  of  the  Ohio ;  and  had  actoaUj 
eecnpted  the  two  ontlete  of  this  whole  region  b;  itt  porta  at  Quebee 
and  new  Orieani*     Canada,  the  oldeat  Freaoh oolony,  and  tbe onlj 


*  "  Ia  Ville  do  Nonnlle  Oiltoi  fut  (inidfe  dmn*  Vmaoi  1717.  M.  de  BicnTille 
St  Ami  d«  U  Btomtioii.  Oa  ■  ddiiuii^  cctt«  bntcnia  Tills  1>  Noanltc  OtImdi.  Cam 
qaiiuloat  donn^  «  nom  crojolent  qn'Otlfuiieat  da  genre  fifminhi,  mail  qn'  importe? 
r  nnie  at  tuAM  et  11  ett  n-dMmi  d«  rf^tm  d<  b  gnmnwlre.  Ccrtte  vUla  Mt  k 
franitre  qn'  n  iim  pin  gnmd*  Ahitm  do  monde  lit  ni  ■'■lefet  int  M*  bonb." — 
Clurievoiz,  Tel.  Till,  p.  192. 
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almost  impracticable.  At  one  time,  indeed,  when 
overwhelmed  by  a  succesafiil  inTasion,  these  im- 
placable savages  made  a  formal  cession  of  their 
territories  to  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  but  the  moment 
opportunity  olSrered  they  renewed  hostilitiee,  and 
although  beaten  in  repeated  encounters,  having 
united  the  remnant  of  their  tribe  to  the  powerful 
Sioux  and  Chicachas,^  they  continued  for  a  long 
time  to  harass  the  steps  of  their  detested  conquerors. 

one  on  the  Cootiuent  to  which  that  nation  has  sent  any  considerable 
number  of  aettlors,  waa  under  the  management  of  an  eiclusive  com- 
panj  from  1663  to  the  downfall  of  what  was  called  the  UiMiMip[u 
Scheme  ia  1720  ;  and  this  circumstance  stUl  more  perhaps  than  tLa 
TiciouB  BjBtem  of  granting  the  land  to  non-resident  proprietors  to  be 
held  bj  Beignorial  tenure,  checked  its  progreea,  Louiaiana,  with 
more  sources  of  surplos  wealth  from  climate  and  soil,  was  never  • 
Terjr  thriving  colony,  and  was  surrendered  to  Spain  with  little  reluc- 
tance ;  from  which  last  power  its  dominion  passed  to  the  United 
States. 

The  French  traders  and  hunters  intennarried  and  mixed  with 
the  Indians  at  the  back  of  our  settlements,  and  eitended  their 
■csttered  posts  along  the  whole  course  of  the  two  rast  rivers  of  that 
continent.  Even  at  this  daj,  far  awaj  on  the  upper  waters  of  these 
migbtj  streams,  and  bejond  the  utmost  limits  reached  bj  the  back> 
woodsman,  the  traveller  discovers  villages  in  which  the  aspect  and 
Booial  usages  of  the  people,  their  festivities  and  their  solemnities,  in 
which  the  white  and  red  man  mingle  on  equal  terms,  strangely  oon- 
trast  with  the  habits  of  the  Anglo-American,  and  announce  to 
him  on  his  first  approach  their  Gallic  origin.  — ~  Iferivale,  vol.  i., 
p.  58  ;  Sismondi,  Etuda  tur  L'EeoU  Politique,  vol.  ii.,  p.  200 ; 
Latrobe. 

*  "Garcilasso  de  la  Vega  parle  des  Chichachas  dans  son  bistoire  de 
la  conquice  de  la  Florida,  et  il  les  place  a  peu  pres  an  m£me  endroit 
ou  ils  sent  encore  pr^ntement.  .  .  .  Cesont  encore  les  plus  braves 
soldats  de  la  Louisiane,  mais  ils  etoient  beanconp  plus  nombrenz  dn 
tern  de  Ferdmand  de  Soto,  .  .  .  C'est  notre  alliance  aves  les  Illinois  qui 
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On  the  10th  of  April,  1726,  M.  de  VaudreuU  dosed  1726 
his  useful  career.  For  one-and-twenty  years  he 
had  discharged  his  important  duties  with  unswerv- 
ing loyalty,  ability,  and  vigilance.  Good-fortune 
crowned  him  with  well-merited  success,  and  he 
went  to  rest  from  his  earthly  labours  with  the 
blessings  of  a  grateful  people,  who,  under  his  wise 
rule,  had  rapidly  progressed  to  prosperity. 

The  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  captain  of  the 
marine,  succeeded  to  the  government  of  the  now 
tranquil  colony.  His  anxiety  was  aroused,  however, 
the  year  after  his  accession,  by  the  vigorous  efforts 
of  the  English  to  extend  their  commerce  even  into 
the  heart  of  the  Canadian  territories.  Governor 
Bumet  of  New  York,  had  erected  a  fort  and  trading 
post  at  Osw^o  with  the  view  of  monopolising  the 
rich  traffic  of  the  western  lakes.  To  countei'act 
this  design  M.  de  Beauhamois  sent  the  Baron  de 
Longueuil  to  negociate  with  the  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Niagara,  for  their  consent  to 
the  erection  of  a  French  fort  and  establishment 
upon  the  banks  of  their  magnificent  river  where  it 
enters  the  waters  of  Ontario.  After  many  dif- 
ficulties in  reconciling  the  jealousy  of  the  native 

ooiu  a  mis  en  guerre  srec  lea  Chidiachas  et  lea  Angloia  de  ta  Caroline 
attiient  le  feu.  Notre  ^tablissement  dans  la  LouiBiaoe  fait  grand  mal 
aa  cffiDr  ii  cenx-ci ;  c'eit  ime  bam^  que  dous  mettoaa  entre  leare 
puiuanteseoIonieBdel'AiiieriqneBeptentrioiiaIe,et  leUeiiqne.  .  .  Lea 
Eipagnola  qui  nona  TOjent  arec  dea  yejxx  ai  jalonz  nous  fortifi^  dana 
ee  paja,  ne  lentent  paa  encore  I'importaDCe  da  aervice  que  noua  leur 
reodons." — Charleroii,  torn.  Ti.,  p.  160. 
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laibes,  the  Frendi  succeeded  in  effecting  their 
object  On  the  other  liand  the  men  of  New  York 
Btrengtfaened  their  defences  at  Oswego  and  increased 
tiie  garrison.  Angry  communications  then  passed 
between  the  fVench  and  English  governors  in 
peremptory  demands  for  its  abandonment  bj  tho 
one,  and  prompt  refusals  by  the  other.  Each  was 
well  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  position:  it 
served  as  a  means  of  diverting  nearly  all  the  Indian 
trade  by  Albany  and  the  channel  of  the  Hudson 
into  the  British  Colonies ;  and  also  formed  a  frontier 
protection  to  those  numerous  and  flourishing  settle- 
ments which  Anglo-Saxon  industry  and  courage 
were  ra^udly  forming  in  the  wilderness. 

In  the  vain  hope  of  checking  the  nrepressible 
eneigies  of  rival  colonisation,  Beauhamois  erected 
a  fort  at  Crown  Point,  on  Lake  Champlain.  com- 
manding its  important  navigation,  and  also  serving 
to  hold  in  terror  the  settlers  on  the  neighboiuing 
banks  of  the  Hudson  and  Connecticut.  The  English 
remonstrated  without  effbct  agfunst  this  occupation, 
and  the  French  remained  in  peaceable  possession 
of  their  establishment.  The  next  war  that  broke 
ont  between  the  mother  countries  spread  rapine  and 
destruction  over  the  colonial  frontiers,  without  any 
real  result  beyond  mutual  injiuy  and  embittered 
hatred.  From  this  fort  at  Crown  Point,  and  other 
posts  held  by  the  Canadians,  marauding  parties 
poured  upon  the  British  settlements  and  destroyed 
them  with  horrid  barbarity.  A  party  of  French  and 
Indians  even  penetrated  to  Saratoga,  within  forty 
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miles  of  Albany,  attacked  and  bunied  the  fort,  and 
slew,  or  carried  into  captivity,  the  unhappy  de- 
fenders. 

For  many  subsequent  years  the  history  of  Canada 
is  but  a  chronicle  of  the  accession  of  governors,  and 
the  registration  of  royal  edicts.  In  comparison  with 
her  southern  rivals,  the  progress  in  material  pros- 
perity was  very  slow.  Idleness  and  drunkenness, 
with  all  their  attendant  evils,  were  rife  to  a  most  in- 
jurious extent.  The  innumerable  IStes,  or  holidays 
of  the  Church,  afforded  opportunities  to  the  dissolute, 
and  occasioned  frequent  instances  of  serious  dis- 
orders, till  the  king  was  urged  to  interfere:  the 
number  of  these  &te  days  was  then  very  much  re- 
duced, to  the  great  benefit  of  the  colony.  The  feudal 
system  of  tenure  also  operated  most  unfevourably 
upon  the  development  of  agricultural  resources,  and 
the  forced  partition  of  lands  tended  to  reduce  all 
the  landholders  to  a  fraternity  of  pauperism.  The 
court  of  France  endeavoured  vainly  to  remedy  these 
evils,  without  removing  the  causes,  and  passed  va- 
rions  edicts  to  encourage  the  fiirther  clearance  of 
wild  land  and  to  stimulate  settlement. 

In  1745,  the  year  when  the  power  of  France  in    1745 
Europe  was  exalted  by  the  splendid  victory  of 
Fontenoy,  a  dangerous  blow  was  struck  at  her 
sovereignty  in  America  by  the  capture  of  Louisburg, 
and  witih  it  the  whole  Island  of  Cape  Breton,' 


*  From  the  year  1706  the  name  of  Cape  Breton  wu  changed  to 
He  Rojalfl.    Lomsburg  was  ealled  le  Harre  ii  I'Anglau. 
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I^  the  New  Englandw^  under  Mr.  PeppereV  iided 
by  Admind  Warren's  squadron.    This  disaster  was 

*  <•  The  importuoe  at  tie  mdonles*  wu  too  liHle  conaUerttd  until 
fba  foqumneuMst  of  tb*  laat  vwr.  The  rftbiedon  of  C«pe  Brctoq  by 
the  people  of  New  England  wu  an  acquiaitiaa  so  niiefp««tQd  wd  for- 
tunate, that  America  became,  on  that  remarkable  event,  a  more 
genenl  topic  of  eonrersa^on.  Hr.  Shirley,  the  goTomor  of  Haasa- 
i^iiutta  BaJi  was  the  prineip*]  projector  of  that  ^orioiu  entaipnie  I 
W  enterpriafi  which  roiuced  to  the  obedienee  of  hU  Britannia  Hajegt; 
the  Dunkirk  of  North  America,  Of  such  consequence  to  the  French 
wa*  the  poasession  of  that  important  key  to  their  American  settle- 
meati,  &at  ita  rcBtttutieB,  waa,  in  realty,  the  puiehaM  <>!  Ae  laal 
general  peaeei^  Europe,  "t-^^  Sevinr  of  At  i^itmry  Ofton^ou  tn 
North  America,  in  a  ^etttr  to  a  Nobleman,  p.  4.     (London,  1757.) 

*  "  The  plan  of  the  mvaBJon  of  Cape  Breton  waa  laid  at  Boston,  and 
New  England  t  bore  the  expense  of  it.  A  merchant  named  Pepperel,§ 
who  had  excited,  etMOuraged,  and  diieotad  the  enterprise,  was  in- 
trosted  with  the  cowwaiid  ef  tba  vn^  of  6000  neo  which  h»d  been 
levied  for  this  expedition.  Though  these  forces,  convoyed  by  a 
squadron  fhnn  Jamtuca,  brought  the  first  news  to  Cape  Breton  of  the 
^ADger  t^at  threatened  it ;  thoogfa  the  advantage  «f  4  surprise  would 


•  "  L'il*  dc  Cip  Brftoa  a'  jtoit  pu  ilon,  (it  the  time  of  tlie  tratjr  of  Rjnrick), 
na  <ibje|,  at  r  te1>li*miuot  ^e  n«ui  y  arloiii  a'ardt  itn  qai  pat  «zdUr  U.  jdoutla 
du  Aagldl :  elle  nooi  dsmcun." — CksrloToii,  Wn.  iii,  p.  S43. 

^'  "  The  liUnd  at  Cbpe  BratoQ,  of  ohich  thg  Fnocb  wire  ihunefullf  left  in  pas- 
Ksdon,  >t  tlie  tnUf  ot  Ulr*At,  171S,  ttifMlb  tbiQ  aagUgsDce  v  <t»m|>tioo  of  tb* 
Bfitiih  minit^,  when  Great  Brittin  fa*d  tbe  power  of  girin^  law  ta  her  eaemiev" — 
tamttW  Modtn  Smvpt,  to),  lil,  p.  223. 

"  Only  thne  jeu*  hAu  Gv*  BmIm  «u  talun  l>i  <bp  Vw  Snglfpden,  Eii|1«d4 
wu  obliged  rcluctintly  to  resign  her  &Tqnpte  eonqueit  of  Qqie  Bnton,  in  order  In 
obtiin  the  reitiMitloa  of  Madm.  Thli  me  bjr  Ae  treM;  of  Aii-la-Chnpelte,  In  17 18. 
The  final  coaqneet  took  place  ia  llfiB,  ij  lh<  Et^tiit,  wder  Ambent  Md  WeUg.">. 
BeUiaiD,Tol.  ii.,p.  333. 

t  "  The  MID  of  XBJtSL  wu  gnoted  by  the  Britith  FiThameot  to  the  proHpcea  of 
Kew  Qifland,  to  reimbune  theni  for  the  expeiue  of  redndng  Cape  Breton." — 
StDoUem  ni.  iiL,  p.  224. 

{  "  The  am  of  thie  vtetorj  bdng  tnnimltted  to  Englud,  Mr.  Pen>erel  wu  prefitnd 
to  the  digailj  of  a  baronet  tf  QiaaL  BrJtaii."^^iM,  vdL  iiL,  p.  lAl. 
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no  sooner  known  in  Paris'  than  an  extensive  arma- 
ment was  equipped  under  the  command  of  the  Doc 

bftve  Beemed  the  landing  wiUutut  opposition ;  thongh  th^j  had  but  six 
bundred  regokr  troops  to  encounter,  tud  eight  hundred  inhabitanta 
Itastilj  armed,  the  ancceia  of  the  undertaking  was  Btill  precarious. 
What  great  ei^mta  indeed,  could  have  been  expected  from  militia 
Boddenlj  aaaembled,  who  had  never  aeeo  a  liege!  or  faced  an  enem;, 
and  were  to  act  under  the  direction  of  sea  ofGcera  onlj.  These  inei- 
perieaeed  troops  stood  in  need  of  the  aasistance  of  some  fortunate 
accident,  with  which  they  were  indeed  favoured  in  a  aingnlar  manner. 
The  cnutnction  and  repair  of  the  fortifications  had  always  been  left 
to  the  care  of  the  garrison  at  Ixtmsburg.  The  soldiers  ware  eager 
to  be  employed  on  these  works,  as  the  means  of  procuring  a  comfort- 
able subsistence.  When  they  found  that  those  who  were  to  hare  paid 
tfaem  appropriated  to  themaelTCS  the  [roflta  of  theb  labours,  they 
donanded  justice  :  it  was  denied  them,  and  they  determined  to  assert 
their  right.  As  the  depredationa  had  been  shared  between  the  cluef 
persons  of  the  colony  and  the  subaltern  officers,  the  soldiers  could 
obtain  no  redress.  They  had,  in  cousequence,  lived  in  open  rebellion 
iar  abore  ux  months  when  the  Bnglieh  af>peared  before  the  place.  Thia 
was  the  time  lo  eeneiliate  the  minds  of  both  parties ;  the  eoldiera 
made  the  first  advancea,  but  thsr  eemmaaden  distrusted  a  genwesit^ 
•f  which  they  themselves  were  incapable.  It  was  firmly  believed  thaC 
the  Boldiees  wwe  only  desirous  of  MUying  out  that  they  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  deeerting,  and  tbelr  own  officers  kept  them  in  m 
manner  prisooers  until  a  defence  »a  ill  managed  had  reduced  them  to 
the  neeeasity  of  capitulating.  The  wlu^e  island  shared  the  fate  of 
Louisburg,  its  only  bulwark.  Thia  valuable  possessien  restored  U 
France  by  the  treaty  ef  Aiz-la-Chapelle,  was  again  attacked  by  the 
B^liehin  1748,  and  taken.  The  posaession  was  atmfinned  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  peace  in  1763,  since  which  the  fortlficationB  have  been 
blown  up,  and  the  town  of  Louisburg  dismantled." — Winterbottom'e 
Bitlory  »f  America,  vol.  iv.,  p.  14. 

*  "WbenMarshalBeUeisle  wae told  ofthetakingof  Cape  Breton, 
he  said,  he  could  believe  that,  because  the  ministry  had  no  band  m  it. 
We  are  making  btmfires  for  Cape  Breton,  and  thundering  ovee 
Genoa,  while  our  army  in  Flanders  ie  running  aWBy."~Walpi^'a 
LetUrt  to  Sir  Horace  Mann.    July  26, 1745. 
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d'Anville,  an  officer  of  kiiown  yalour  and  ability. 
The  wounded  pride  of  the  French  hurried  on  rapidly 
the  preparations  for  this  expedition  which  they  con- 
fidently hoped  would  redeem  the  tarnished  honour 
of  tlieir  arms  in  the  western  world.  Early  in  May 
the  fleet  was  already  completely  appointed;  but 
the  elements  did  not  second  these  energetic  prepa- 
rations, and  contrary  winds  detuned  the  armament 
till  the  22nd  of  June.  Then  it  at  last  put  to  sea, 
in  the  formidable  strength  of  eleven  ships  of  the 
line,  thirty  smaller  vessels  of  war,  and  transports 
containing  3O00  regular  soldiers.  Nova  Scotia, 
the  Acadia^  of  other  days,  was  their  destination. 
There  it  was  expected  that  the  old  French  settiers, 
who  had  unwillingly  submitted  to  English  conquest, 

*  "  The  tract  of  eoimtry  known  by  the  name  of  Nora  Scotia,  or 
New  Scotland,  waa,  in  1784,  dirided  into  two  prorinoet,  ris.  New 
Brunswick  on  the  Houth-weet,  and  Nora  Scotia  on  ^le  Boutli-east. 
The  former  comprehends  that  part  of  the  old  province  of  Nora  Scotia 
which  lies  to  the  northward,  and  weitward  of  a  line  drawn  Awn  the 
month  of  the  lUrer  St.  Croix,  throngh  the  centre  of  the  Bay  of  Fundj 
to  BajB  Verte,  and  thence  into  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  including  all 
lands  widiin  six  leagues  of  the  coast.  The  rest  in  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  to  which  is  annexed  the  island  of  St.  John's,  which  lies 
north  of  it  in  the  Golf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  modern  Nova  Scotia  is 
the  Prench  Acadia.  The  modem  New  Brunswick  is  the  French 
Nouvetle  Bcosse.  This  name  was  given  b^  Sir  William  Alexander, 
to  whom  the  first  grant  of  lands  was  ^ven  bj  James  I.  ;  smoe  then 
the  conntrj  has  frequentlj  changed  hands,  from  &e  French  to  the 
English  nation,  backwards  and  forwards.  It  was  not  confirmed  to  the 
Bngtish  till  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  Three  thonsand  families  were 
transported  into  this  coimti;  in  1749.  at  the  charge  of  the  gornn- 
ment,  and  thej  bnilt  and  settled  the  town  of  Halibz." — Winter- 
bottom's  Mtloty  of  America,  vol.  iv.,  p.  39. 
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-would  readily  range  themselres  once  more  under 
the  fleur-de-l78 ;  Canada  had  already  sent  her 
contingent  of  1700  men  under  M.  de  Ramsay  to 
aid  the  enterpriBe,  and  M.  de  Conflans,  with  four 
ships  of  the  line  from  the  West  Indies,  was  directed 
to  join  the  squadron. 

This  formidable  fleet  was  but  &  short  time  at  sea 
when  the  ships  separated  and  fell  into  hopeless 
confrision.  On  the  12th  of  September,  indeed,  the 
Due  d'Anville  reaebed  the  western  continent  in 
the  Northumberland,  accompanied  by  a  few  other 
Teasels,  but  there  no  laurels  awaited  the  gallant 
admiral,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  apoplexy, 
and  in  four  days  his  body  was  committed  to  the 
deep.  The  vice-admiral  immediately  proposed  re- 
turning to  France  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
the  greats  part  of  his  force,  but  other  officers 
strongly  opposed  this  desponding  counsel,  and 
niged  a  bold  attack  upon  Nora  Scotia'  rather 
than  an  inglorious  retreat.  The  more  vigorous 
course  was  adopted  by  a  council  of  war,  which 
threw  the  Tice-admiral  into  such  a  state  of  frantic 

'  "  La  COOT  de  Prance  aroit  eztrdmemeiit  a  c<eiir  de  recouvrer  cette 
prorinee  (Acadia) ;  les  efforts  reitfirfs  dea  An^oie  pour  ravoir  en  leur 
pniaaance,  et  ploe  encore,  lenr  triomphe  aprea  I'avoir  conquiae,  avoit 
enfin  ourert  lea  yenz  auz  Prangoia  aur  la  grandeur  de  la  p£rte  qu'ila 
kToient  faite.  U.  de  Pontchartrain  6criv!t  ainai  a  M.  de  Beauhamoia: 
'  Je  vou>  u  tait  aaaex  connoitre  combien  il  eat  important  de  reprendre 
ce  poete  (le  Port  Rojal)  arant  que  les  ennemiea  j  soient  solidement 
^tablia.  La  conservation  de  toute  TAm^riqae  Mptentrionale,  et  le 
ecHUfflerce  dea  PAolieB  le  d&nandent  egalement :  ce  lont  deux  objeta 
qiu  me  tonoheut  riTement.'  " — Charieroix,  torn,  it.,  p>  90. 
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excitement  that  he  ran  himself  tiirongh  tlie  body, 
fimeying  he  had  &Ilea  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
De  la  Jonqui^re  succeeded  to  the  command,  and 
although  more  than  three-score  years  of  age,  acted 
with  imimpaired  energy.  But  the  elements  were 
again  hostile  to  France,  the  fleet  was  dispersed  by 
a  violent  etorm  off  C^>e  Sable,  and  the  shattered 
remnant  of  the  eSpedition  returned  inglorionsly 
to  their  country,  without  having  accompli^ed  any 
of  the  objects  for  which  they  had  been  sent  fwiii. 

The  government  at  Paris  was  however  by  no 
means  cast  down  by  these  untoward  occurrences; 
fuid  t^e  armament  was  speedily  equipped  to  renew 
their  efforts  against  the  English  colonies ;  the 
expedition  was  prepared  at  Brest  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  de  la  Jonqui^re,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  squadron  under  M.  de  St.  George  was  armed  with 
a  view  to  threaten  the  coasts  of  British  India. 

Hie  English  ministry  early  informed  of  all  the 
movements  of  their  opponents,  resolved  to  iotercept 
both  these  squadrons,  which  they  had  been  apprised 
would  sail  from  port  at  the  same  time.  Admiral 
Anson  and  rear-admiral  Warren  were  ordered  upon 
this  enterprise  with  a  formidable  fleet,  and  taking 
their  departure  fivm  Plymouth  steered  for  Cape 
Finiflterre  on  the  GaUican  coast  On  the  3rd  of 
1746  May  they  fell  in  with  the  French  squadrons  of  six 
large  men-of-war,  as  many  frigates,  four  armed  East 
Indiamen,  and  a  valuable  convoy  of  thirty  ships. 
The  enemy's  heavier  vessels  immediately  formed  in 
order  of  battle  while  the  merchantmen  made  all 
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sail  away  under  'Qie  protection  «r  th«  frigates,  the 
British  yrvt^  sls6  ready  for  action,  and  a  severe 
combat  6nsned ;  before  night  all  the  French  line  of 
battle  ships  were  captured  afl«r  a  spirited  defence, 
but  two-thirds  of  the  convoy  escaped  through  the 
diu-kness  of  the  nlghi  A  considerable  quantity  of 
bullion  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viotors,  and  their 
gmtefhl  sovereign  rewarded  the  coarag«  and  good 
fortune  of  the  admirals,  by  raising  Anson  to  the 
peerage,  and  decorating  WarrSn  with  the  ribbon  of 
the  Bath. 

Admiral  de  la  Jonqui^re,  the  newly  appointed 
governor  of  Canada,  was  among  the  numerous 
oaptives  who  graced  the  triumph  of  the  British  fleet ; 
when  the  news  of  this  event  reached  Paris  the  king 
appointed  to  the  vacant  dignity  the  Comte  de  la 
Galissoni^e,"  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit  and 

*  **  Boland  lliohd  B«mn,  Mkrqnii  de  U  GdiBsottttte,  rempUt  la 
pMte  de  g(mT«iiei)r  oomme  a'il  ue  w  tht  toute  m  via  oconp^  qne 
de  eet  objM.  .  .  D  AablU  %  Quebec  nn  af  lenal  maridmet  et  un  chotitier 
de  cenMmotuMi,  ou  Ton  n'employa  i]ue  lea  hctit  dot  pAjR.  II  con- 
qcA,  pTvptwa,  et  fit  adopter  le  netji  pUit  do&t  il  commenca  I'^^utttm, 
de  jofodn  le  CanadA  et  la  Lonlsiftna  par  Une  chainQ  de  forts  crt 
d'AabUwements,  le  bag  de  I'Ohio  et  des  HisaWppi,  i  traTen  tes 
r^ons  d^nettea  qui  s^amient  ce«  deuz  oolonieH  k  I'oaeat  des  laes. 
A  I'arantkge  d'^blir  enM  ellea  tue  ecRnniiuiteatioa  moini  p^ble 
et  moint  long  que  par  le  nord,  M  jofgnolt  oelui  de  pouvoir  faire 
panettiF  lea  d^pfahee  en  Franoe,  en  hirer  par  la  Lonlsiane,  tandta  que 
rembcraclmre  do  fleure  St.  Laurent  eit  fennel  par  lei  glaces  ;  enfin 
edtd  de  resserrer  tee  Anglt^  entre  les  mont^nee  et  la  mer.  .  .  . 
II  emporu  tms  lea  regnta  qaand  Q  reYiat  en  France,  en  17i9. 
.  •  La  dtfaite  de  ramlral  Aoglide,  Byng,  et  la  prise  de  MinorqUo 
qne  fut  le  fntit  de  cette  lictoire  d^isire,  cotirotineretit  u  cartidre. 
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ability.  The  wlBdom  of  this  selectioii  was  speedily 
displayed ;  the  new  governor  no  sooner  entered 
npon  the  duties  of  office  than  his  active  zeal 
found  employment  in  endeavouring  to  develops  the 
magnificent  resources  of  his  province.  He  made 
himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  face  of  the 
country,  the  climate,  population,  agriculture,  and 
commerce,  and  then  presented  an  able  statement  to 
the  French  court  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
colony,  and  a  system  which,  had  it  been  adopted 
in  time,  might  have  secured   it  against  English 


The    Comte    de  la  Galissoni^re   proposed    that 
M.  du  Quesne,  a  slcilfiil  engineer,  should  be  appointed 

II  KToit  entrepriB  cette  demiere  eip^itioo  contre  I'arU  des  m^^ins 
qui  lui  aToient  annonc^  sa  mort  comme  prochalne,  s'il  ee  rembar- 
qnoit.  ...  II  uacha  aes  mam  tant  qu'il  pat,  mais  il  fut  enfia 
oblig^  de  Be  d^ettre  du  commaDdement.  II  revint  en  Prance  et  m 
mit  en  route  pour  Fontainebleau  ou  ^it  alors  le  roi.  Lea  forces 
lai  nmnquirent  toulement  i  Nemours,  ou  il  moorut  le  26  Octobre, 
1756.  .  .  ,  A  BOB  talens  ^IneuB  comme  morin,  la  G^Ibbo- 
ni^ra  uniBsoit  one  infinite  de  connaisaanceB.  .  .  .  Sdrienx  et 
ferme,  maia  en  mdme  teme  doui,  mod^,  afiablo,  et  int^gre,  il  se 
faiaoit  respecter  et  ch^r  de  touB  ceux  qui  aeiroient  sous  ses  ordrea 
,  .  .  Tant  de  belles  quality  ^toient  cacb^a  boub  un  ezt^eur  peu 
avantageuz.  La  GaliaBoniere  ^t«it  de  petite  taille  et  boBsu.  Lora- 
qoe  lea  aauvagea  vinrent  le  saluer  a  boh  arrir^  au  Canada,  frapp^ 
de  Bon  pen  d'apparence,  iU  lui  parlerent  en  ces  termes,  '  II  fant  que 
tu  (ues  une  bien  belle  fime,  puisqu'  svec  un  ai  rilain  corpa,  le  grand 
cbef  notre  pere  t'a  envo;^  ici  pour  nous  commander.'  Ila  ne  tard^nt 
pa4  it  reconnaitre  la  justice  de  lev  opinion,  et  entourerent  de  lenr 
amour  et  de  leur  v^nfration,  en  I'appellant  du  nom  de  p^re,  I'bomme 
qui  ne  Be  servit  du  pouToir  que  pour  amSiorer  leur  sort." — Biogra- 
phie  UniverselU,  art.  QaliBSoniere. 
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to  establish  a  line  of  fortifications  tiirough  the 
interior  of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time, 
urged  the  government  of  France  to  send  out  10,000 
peasants  to  form  settlements  on  the  banks  of  the 
great  lakes  and  southern  rivers.  By  these  means 
he  affirmed  that  the  English  colonies  would  be 
restricted  within  the  narrow  tract  lying  eastward 
from  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  in  time  laid 
open  to  invasion*  and  ruin.  His  advice  was,  how- 
evex,  disregarded,  and  the  splendid  province  of 
Canada  soon  passed  for  ever  from  und»  the  sway 
of  France." 

*  "  In  obserTiDg  on  old  mapB  the  extent  of  the  ttncient  French 
ctJonies  in  America,  I  wbb  haunted  hj  one  painful  idea.  I  aaked 
mjaelf  how  the  government  of  sty  country  conld  have  left  colonies  to 
pniih  which  would  now  be  to  lu  a  source  of  ineihauBtible  pros- 
perity. From  Acadia  and  Canada  to  Louiaiana,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  that  of  the  Miuiaalppi,  the  territories  of  New 
France  siuToanded  what  originally  fonned  the  confederation  of  the 
thirteen  United  Statos.  The  eleven  other  States,  the  district  of 
Ct^omhia,  the  Hiobigan,  North  West,  Miasonri,  Oregon,  and  Ark- 
aniae  territories  belonged  or  would  have  belonged  to  us,  as  they 
now  belong  to  the  United  States,  by  the  ceasion  of  the  English  and 
Spaniards,  oar  first  heirs  in  Canada  and  in  Louisiana.  More  than 
two-thirda  of  North  America  would  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of 
Fnnce.  .  .  .  We  powessed  here  vast  oountries  which  might 
have  offered  a  home  to  the  eicess  of  our  popalation,  an  important 
market  to  our  commerce,  a  nursery  to  our  navy.  Now  we  are  forced 
to  confine  in  our  prisons  culprits  condemned  by  the  tribunals,  for 
want  of  a  spot  of  grouod  whereon  to  place  these  wretched  creatures. 
We  are  excluded  from  the  New  World  where  the  human  race  is 
reeommenctng.  The  English  and  Spanish  languages  serve  to  ezpreaa 
the  thoughts  of  many  millions  of  men  in  Africa,  in  Asia,  in  the 
South  Sea  Islands,  on  the  continent  of  the  two  Americas  ;  and  we, 
^ainherited  of  the  conquests  of  our  courage  and  our  genius,  hear 
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Under  the  imprasidoli  that  the  expected  peace 
between  the  mother  countries  would  render  ifc 
important  to  define  the  boundaries  of  Uieir  colonial 
pofiseBsions,  the  actire  governor  of  Canada  di^tatched 
M.  do  Celeron  de  Bienville,  with  800  men,  to  traTerse 
the  That  wildemesB  lyihg  &om  Detroit  aonth-eaat 
to  the  Apalaohian  mountains.  Assuming  this  range 
as  tiie  limit  of  the  British  colonies,  he  directed  that 
leaden  plates,  engraved  with  ttie  arms  of  France 
should  be  buried  at  particular  places  in  the  western 
country  to  mark  the  territories  of  fVance ;  and  that 
the  chief  of  the  expedition  should  endeavour  to 
secure  a  promise  from  the  Indians  to  exclude  for 
the  future  all  English  traders.  At  the  same  time  he 
gave  notice  to  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  that 
he  was  commanded  by  the  King  of  France  to  seize 
all  British  merchants  found  in  those  countries,  and 
to  confiscate  their  goods.  De  Celeron  fulfilled  his 
difficult  commission  to  the  best  of  his  powers,  but 
the  forms  of  possession  which  he  executed  excited 
the  jealous  apprehension  of  the  Indians,  who  con- 
cluded that  he  designed  to  subject  or  even  enslave 
them. 

When  M.  de  la  Galissoni^re  failed  in  his  endeavour 

the  Unguage  of  Ilaciiie,  of  Colbert,  and  of  Louis  XIV.,  spoken 
merely  in  a  few  hamlets  of  Louisiana  and  Canada,  under  a  foreign 
away.  There  it  remuns,  as  though  hut  for  an  evidence  of  the 
reverses  of  oor  fortune  and  the  errors  of  onr  policy.  Thus  then  has 
France  disappeared  from  North  America,  like  those  Indian  tnhes 
with  which  she  sympathised,  and  some  of  the  wrocliB  of  which 
I  have  heheld." — Chateanbriand's  Travel*  in  Amerka,  Tol.  iL, 
p.  207. 
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to  obtain  the  aid  of  an  extennve  immigration  from 
France,  he  tnrned  his  thoughts  towards  the  Acadian 
eetdera*  {whom  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  had  transf^Ted 
to  the  British  crown,)  with  the  oligeot  of  fbiming  a 
new  colony.  The  readiest  expedient  to  influence  this 
nmple  Mid  pions  people  was,  obviously,  by  gaining 
oter  their  detgy ;  the  Abbd  le  Loutre  was  selected 
Bs  the  fittest  amiraasador  ta  induce  tibem  to  with- 
draw from  allegiance  to  the  English  government 
This  politic  a&d  unS(Tupnlous  priest,  appealed  to 
their  interests,  nationality,  and  religion  as  induce* 
ments  to  abandon  the  conquered  country,  and  to 
establish  themaelvea  und^  the  French  crown  in  a 
new  settlement  which  he  proposed  to  form  on  the 
Canadian  side  of  Acadia.  Le  Loutre's  persuasions 
influenced  many  of  these  primitive  people  to  proceed 
to  the  Frendi  posts,  where  every  protection  and 
attention  was  bratowed  upon  than. 

>  From  the  trwty  of  St  Qerrakin-en-Lftje,  1632,  till  1654,  the 
Franeli  bad  qniet  poeseBBion  of  Aeadia  ;  then  Cromwell  Bent  Major 
Sedgwick  to  attack  it,  with  orders  to  expel  all  who  would  not 
acknowledge  tliemaelTea  sabjecta  of  England.  Sedgwick  eiecnted 
hia  oommiMioa,  and  Cromwell  paased  a  grant  of  Acadia  to  one  De  la 
Toot,  a  Freaeh  refngee,  who  hod  jmrchaaed  Lord  Sterling's  title  to 
that  oonnti? ;  and  De  la  Tour  BOon  after  tranofeiTed  Ms  right  to 
Sir  mUiam  Temple. 

Nora  Scotia  was  ceded  to  France  at  the  treaty  of  Breda  in  1670. 
In  1^90  it  was  retaken  \>j  Six  Wilfiam  Fhippi  on  his  way  to  Quebec. 
It  vu  giren  back  to  France  by  Uie  treaty  of  Ryswiok  ;  retaken  by 
Gtaeial  Niobdaw  (who  gare  the  name  of  Annapolis  to  Port  Royal) 
in  1710,  daring  tiiB  Wu  of  the  Saeoenion.  It  was  formally  and 
finally  ceded  to  England  at  tiie  peace  of  Utrecht.  The  undefined 
limhs  «f  Nora  Scotia  were  a  conBtant  souroe  of  dispate  between  the 
FroKih  and  Bii|^iali  nations. 
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Animated  by  the  euccess  of  this  measure,  and 
Banguine  that  lat^  munbers  of  the  Acadians  wonld 
follow  the  first  seceders,  de  la  Galissoni^re  induced 
the  home  government  to  appoint  a  conuderable  stun 
yearlj  to  carrying  out  his  views,  but  in  the  midst  of 
his  patriotic  exertions  he  was  obliged  to  hand  over 
the  reins  of  government  to  M.  de  la  Jonqui^re,  who 
had  now  arrived  to  clwm  the  post  so  ably  held 
by  another  during  his  captivity  with  the  English. 
Galissoni^re,  however,  before  he  sailed  for  France, 
magnanimously  furnished  his  successor  with  the 
best  information  on  colonial  matters,  and  pointed 
out  the  most  promising  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  the  province ;°  De  la  Jonqui^re  unwisely  rejected 

'  ProfesBOr  Kftlm  thus  epealcs  of  La  Galiasoni^re,  who  was  the 
gorernor  of  Quebec  at  the  time  of  hia  travels  through  Canada.  "  He 
was  of  a  low  stature  and  somewhat  hump-backed.  He  baa  a  but- 
priung  knowledge  in  all  branches  of  science,  and  especially  in  natural 
history,  in  which  he  is  bo  well  versed,  that,  when  he  began  to  speak 
to  me  about  it,  I  imagined  1  saw  our  great  Lisneeus  under  a  new 
form.  When  he  spoke  of  the  use  of  natural  history,  of  the  method 
of  learning,  and  employing  it  to  ruse  the  state  of  a  country,  1  was 
astonished  to  see  him  take  his  reasons  from  poUtios,  aa  well  as 
natural  philosophy,  mathematics,  and  other  sciences  :  I  own  that  my 
conversation  with  this  nobleman  was  very  instructive  to  me,  and  I 
always  drew  a  great  deal  of  useful  knowledge  from  it.  He  told  me 
several  ways  of  employing  natural  history  to  the  purposes  of  pditics, 
and  to  make  a  country  powerful  in  order  to  depress  its  envioua 
neighbours.  Never  hag  natural  history  had  a  greater  promotion  in 
this  Gountiy,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  will  ever  have  ita 
equal  here.  As  soon  as  he  got  the  place  of  governor-general,  he 
b^l^an  to  take  those  measures  for  getting  information  ia  natural 
history,  which  I  have  mentioned  before.  When  he  saw  people  who 
had  for  some  time  been  in  a  settled  place  of  the  country,  especially  in 
the  mor^  remote  parts,  he  always  questiooed  them  about  the  trees. 
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Buch  as  related  to  the  Acadian  settlements,  but  the 
King  of  France  disapproved  of  his  inaction  and 
reprimanded  him  for  not  having  continued  the 
course  of  his  predecessor.  Instructions  were  given 
him  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the  neighbour- 
ing country,  to  build  new  forts  for  its  retention,  and 
to  occupy  it  with  ta-oops ;  he  was  also  desired  to  aid 
Le  Loutre  in  all  his  proceedings  and  to  forward  his 
designs.  In  obedience  to  these  orders,  M.  de  Bois- 
hebert  was  dispatched  with  a  body  of  troops  and 
some  peasants,  to  talce  post  near  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Si  John,  which  was  looked  upon  as  an  im- 
portant post  for  the  defence  of  tiie  new  settlement 

plants,  eartliB,  Btones,  ores,  unimaU,  ^c.,  of  the  place.  Thom  irlio 
seemed  to  have  clearer  notions  than  the  rest  were  obliged  to  gire 
iaia  circmnstantlal  descriptions  of  irh&t  thej  had  seen.  He  himself 
wrote  down  all  the  acconnts  he  reoeired,  and  hj  this  great  appreda- 
tion,  so  nnc(»UDon  among  persons  of  his  rank,  he  soon  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  roost  distant  parts  of  America.  The  priests,  com- 
mandants of  forts  and  of  several  distant  places,  are  often  surprised 
t^  his  questions,  and  wonder  at  his  knowledge  when  they  come  to 
Quebec  to  pay  tfarar  visits  to  him,  for  he  often  tells  them,  that  near 
auch  a  mountain,  or  on  snch  a  shore,  itc,  where  thej  often  went  a 
hunting,  there  ore  some  particular  plants,  trees,  earths,  ores,  ke„ 
for  he  had  got  a  knowledge  of  these  things  before.  Prom  hence  U 
happened  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  believed  he  had  a  preter- 
natnml  knowledge  of  things,  as  he  was  able  to  mention  all  the 
curiosities  of  places,  sometimes  near  200  Swedish  miles  from  Quebec, 
thongh  he  never  was  there  himself.  Never  was  there  a  better  states- 
man than  he,  and  nobody  can  take  better  roeasures,  and  choose  more 
propco-  means  for  improving  a  countiy  and  increasing  its  welfore. 
Canada  wa*  scarcely  acquainted  with  the  treasure  it  possessed  in  the 
person  of  this  nobleman  when  it  lost  him  again  ;  the  king  wanted  hia 
•erricea  at  home,  and  could  not  hftvc  him  so  &r  off." — ^Ealm  in 
Pinkerton.  vol.  xiii.,  p.  679.  J 
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These  measures  ineTitoblj  aroased  the  jealousy  of 
the  Eoglish  goTernor  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  made  TOt 
peated  mnonstrancea  on  the  subject,  but  with  do 
otixee  effect  than  that  of  causing  de  I4  Jonquil  to 
warn  his  officers  to  avoid  all  possihle  grounds  of 
dispute,  as  he  expected  the  limits  of  the  riral  powers 
would  be  ^)eedily  arranged. 
'  Supplies  for  the  new  post  at  St.  John's  could  only 
be  obtained  from  Quebec,  and  transmitted  by  the 
long  and  difficult  circuit  of  the  whole  Acadian  penin- 
sula. M.  de  Vergor  was  sent  on  this  mission  in  an 
armed  sloop,  containing  military  and  other  stores 
for  the  French  and  Indiana.  He  was  ordered  to 
avoid  all  English  vessels,  but  if  he  could  no  longer 
shun  pursuit,  to  fight  to  the  last.  This  stem  com- 
mand ^as  not  obeyed,  for  he  surrendered  without 
an  effort  to  Captain  Rous,  who,  apprised  of  his 
design,  had  intercepted  him  on  the  coast  On  the 
news  of  the  capture  of  this  sloop,  M.  de  la  Jonqui^re 
empowered  the  governor  of  Louisburg*  to  make 
reprisals  upon  all  English  vessels  that  might  enter 
his  port. 
General  Comwallis,  governor  of  Halifax,*  sent  a 

*  I^miibarg,  together  with  the  whole  Ukud  of  C^pe  Bretoti,  had 
heen  leatored  tatheFreadi  by  the  treat/ of  Aiz-U-Chapelle  in  1748. 

*  "In  the  year  after  the  peace  of  Ais-l»-ChapQlle  the  land  forcea 
of  Great  Britain  were  redueed  to  little  more  than  18,000  men  ; 
tbna  IB  Uinona.  OibralUr,  and  the  American  plantotioDS,  to 
10,000  ;  while  the  aatlon  retained  in  the  rojal  naTj  were  nnder 
17,000."— (Coti»»«w'  JourttaU,  Nor,  23,  1749,  and  Jan.  19,  1750. 

"  From  the  large  number  both  of  soldiera  and  seamen  Boddenly  die- 
charged,  it  waa  found  that  thej  might  be  either  driren  tq  disif  ess  or 
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detachment  oi  Briti^  troops,  under  M^or  lAwrence, 
to  watch  the  moTements  of  la  Come,  the  French 
oommandor,  who  had  been  directed  to  build  a  fort 
on  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  called  Beau-scgour.*  Ab  soon 
as  Le  Loiib>e  became  aware  of  the  anival  of  the 
English,  he  caused  the  houBes  and  homeateedB  of 

tempted  to  deprediitioiv  TbHS,  both  foF  their  gwn  comfort  wd  for 
the  quiet  of  the  remaining  community,  emigration  seemed  to  afford 
a  ufe  and  excellent  reunrce.  The  province  of  Kora  Scotia  was 
fixed  ipan  for  thia  ajpeiimaat,  aod  the  tnAM  of  fifty  acre*  waa 
offBred  to  w<4i  tettl«r>  vith  tw  a«res  non  (or  omj  ohild  brought 
with  him,  beudea  a  free  passage  and  an  exemption  from  all  taxes 
during  a  term  of  ten  years.  Allm-ed  hj  such  advantages,  above 
4000  periojM,  widi  th^  famiUes,  embariLed  nnder  Iho  command  of 
Colisiel  OenivaUiB,  and  landed  at  lb*  haihw  of  Chebqctow.  The 
new  town  which  poon  arose  from  tbeee  lab^lW  Received  its  namfl 
from  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  who  presided  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
who  had  the  prinripal  share  in  the  fonndation  of  this  colony.  In  the 
firat  winter  them  wore  bat  300  hnto  ef  wood,  smrronndad  hy  a 
palisade  ;  but  Halifax  at  present  deserves  to  be  ranked  among  tha 
most  thriving  dependencies  of  the  British  crown  f  " — Lord  Hshon's 
Sutorji  of  England,  vd.  iv.,  p,  S. 

■  "As  it  was  tlie  intention  ofthegovenwieiittobaild  a  atroi^  fort 
at  Beau-iejour,  CbauBMgros  de  l^,  son  of  the  engineer  who  traced 
the  fortifications  of  Quebec,  yia/f  fent  for  that  purpose,  Ce  Vasaau, 
who  succeeded  la  Come  in  the  oowmfuid  of  this  post,  wab  iutrudked 
as  his  predeeessfir  had  been,  to  ps^  Ht^  ubpoat  attwtioB  to  tliA 
Abb^  le  Lontre,  and  to  avoid  all  disputes  with  the  English. 
De  Vassan's  penetration  soon  led  him  to  discover  Le  Loutre's  true 
character  ;  bnt  not  wishing  to  have  any  misunderstanding  with  him, 
he  left  him  fiiU  scope  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Acadians.  These  unhappy  people  had  from  the  first  felt  the  iron 
hand  of  hie  tyranny  ;  neither  the  provisions  nor  clothing  furnished  by 
the  crown  could  be  obtained  without  repeated  supplications  and 
prayers,  and  in  every  instance  he  showed  a  heart  steeled  against 
every  sentiment  of  humanity, " — Smith's  Bittory  of  Canada,  vol,  i., 
p.  217. 
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those  unfortunate  Acadiaus  who  remained  £uthfiil 
to  England  to  be  burned.  Soon  after  this  cruel 
sererity  the  French  and  English  leaders  held  a  con- 
ference, and  agreed  to  erect  forts  opposite  to  each 
other  on  each  side  of  the  River  Beau-bassin",  but  to 
remain  at  peace  till  they  received  further  instruc- 
tions. 

While  occasions  of  dispute  were  thus  arising  on 
the  Nova  Scotia  peninsula,  a  still  more  dangerous 
difficulty  threatened  the  cause  of  peace  in  tiie  far 
west.  The  governors  of  the  British  colonies  con- 
tinued to  grant  license  to  their  merchants  to  trade 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  in  contempt  of  the  haughty 
pretensions  of  French  sovereignty.  By  the  orders  of 
la  Jonqui^re,  three  of  these  adventurers  were  seized, 
with  all  their  goods,  and  carried  captive  to  Montreal ; 
after  a  long  examination,  however,  they  were  dis- 
charged. 

'  ■>  Wfl  BOon  &ft«r  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  basin,  colled  hj  th« 
Frenoh,  vith  mnch  proprietj,  Beau-baasin,  where  a  hundred  ahipa 
of  the  line  may  rida  in  safety  withomit  crowding,  and  from  the 
time  we  entered  this  bay  we  found  water  enough  everywhere  for  a 
first-rate  ship  of  war.  It  is  about  fire  miles  from  Beau-sejour,  now 
Fwt  Cnmberiand." — Enon's  Bittorical  Jowmtd,  to),  i.,  p.  35. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

In  the  year  1750,  commisMonera  met  at  Paris  to  1750 
adjust  the  Tarious  houndaries  of  the  North  Americaa 
territories,  M.  de  Galissoni^re  and  M.  de  Silhouette 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  Messrs.  Shirley  and 
Mildmay  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  The  English 
commissioners,  however,  soon  perceived  that  there 
vras  little  chance  of  arriving  at  a  friendly  arrange- 
ment. The  more  they  advanced  in  their  offers  the 
more  the  French  demanded,  futile  objections  were 
started,  and  unnecessary  delays  continued  ;  at  length 
Mr.  Shirley'  and  his  colleague  broke  up  the  con- 
ference and  returned  to  England.  It  now  became  1752 
evident  that  a  decisive  struggle  was  at  hand. 

Under  the  role  of  M.  de  la  Jonqui^re  a  great  and 
growing  evil  cankered  the  spirit  of  Canada.    The 

>  Mr.  Shirley  wu  bom  in  England,  and  brought  up  to  the  law. 
In  that  profeasion  he  aAerwards  practised  for  manj  years  in  the 
MouachuBetts  Bay,  and  in  1741  was  advanced  to  the  supreme  com- 
mand of  that  colony.  Upon  the  concliiuon  of  the  peace  of  Aix-Io- 
Chapelle  he  was  choKn  as  one  of  the  British  commissioners  at  Paris, 
and  when  the  conference  there  broke  up,  he  resumed  his  goremment 
in  Hew  England  (in  1753). 

T<H-  n.  D 
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scanty  salaries'  allowed  to  the  government  officers 
afforded  a  great  inducement  to  peculation ;  especially 
as  the  remoteness  of  the  colony  rendered  retribution 
distant  and  uncertain.  The  Indian  trade  opened 
a  field  for  enormous  dishonesty;  M.  Bigot,  the 
intendant,  discontented  with  his  inadequate  stipend, 
ventured  to  &nn  out  trade  licenses  for  his  own 
profit  and  that  of  his  creatnres,  and  speedUy  accu- 
mulated considerable  wealth ;  he,  the  goremor,  and 
a  few  others  formed  themselves  into  a  company  and 
monopolised  nearly  all  the  commerce  of  the  countiy 
to  the  great  indignation  of  the  colonists.  M.  de  la 
Jonqui&re  and  his  secretary,  St  Sanveur,  also  kept 
exclusively  to  themselves  the  ne&rious  privilege  of 
supplying  brandy  to  the  Indians ;  by  this  they 
realised  immense  profits. 

At  length  a  storm  of  complaints  arose  against  the 
unworthy  governor,  and  even  reached  the  dull  ears 
of  his  patrons  at  the  court  of  France.     Aware  that 


*  "  The  salaries  allotted  to  tlie  officers  of  the  ciril  departments  in 
the  French  colonial  goreniinents  were  extremely  modemte  and  inade- 
qnat«  to  sapport  their  respectire  situations.  In  1758  that  of  the 
Uarqnis  de  Vandreuil,  gorernor  and  lieutenant-general  of  Canada, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  2721.  Is.  Bd.  sterling,  out  of  which  he  was 
to  clothe,  maintain,  and  pay  a  guard  for  himself,  consisting  of  two 
Serjeants  and  tirenty-fire  soldiers,  furnishing  them  with  firing  in 
winter,  and  with  other  necessorj  articles.  The  pay  of  the  whole 
officers  of  justice  and  police  was  5lil.  lit.  sterling,  and  the  total 
snin  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  the  established  officers,  composing 
the  TariouB  branches  of  the  ciril  power,  did  not  exceed  38091.  8s. 
Bterling." — Heriot's  Travelt  in  Canada,  p.  98. 
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his  case  would  not  bear  inTeatigation  he  demanded 
his  recall,  but  before  a  succeBsor  could  be  appointed 
he  died  at  Quebec  on  the  17th  of  May,  1752,^  aged 
sixty-seven  years.  Though  not  possessed  of  brilhant 
gifts,  M.  de  la  Jonqui^re  was  a  man  of  considerable 
ability,  and  had  displayed  notable  courage  and 
condact  in  many  engagements ;  but  a  miserable 
avarice  stained  bis  character,  imd  he  died  enormously 
wealthy  while  denying  himself  the  ordinary 
necessaries  of  his  rank  and  situation.*     Charles 


*  "  On  the  lat  Janoarj  of  this  jeu  En^and  adopted  the  New 
Stjle,  which  hod  been  long  before  in  use  amongst  all  oinlieed  Qatiooa, 
except  Rnaaia  and  Sweden.  They,  with  England,  still  clung  to  the 
exploded  aystem,  for  no  better  reason,  apparently,  than  because  it 
waa  a  pope  who  established  the  new.  '  It  waa  not  in  my  opinion,' 
writes  Chesterfield,  '  rery  honoorable  for  England  to  remain  in  gross 
and  aTowed  error,  especially  in  auch  company,'  The  bill  for  the 
refonnalion  of  the  calendar  was  moved  by  Lord  Chesterfield  In  a 
Teiy  able,  and  aecou^ed  by  Lord  Uaccleafield,  in  a  very  learned 
Bpeech, — and  it  was  snccessfiilly  carried  throogh  both  Houses.  The 
bill  had  been  framed  by  these  two  noblemen  in  concert  with 
Dr.  Bradley  and  other  eminent  men  of  science.  To  correct  the  old 
calendar,  eleven  nominal  days  were  to  be  suppressed  in  September, 
1752,  so  that  the  day  following  the  2nd  of  that  month  should  be 
styled  the  14th.  The  difficulties  that  might  result  &om  the  change, 
»B  affecting  renta,  leases,  and  bills  of  exchange,  were  likewiae  care- 
fnlly  considered  and  effectually  prevented. " — Lord  Uahon's^irioryo/ 
SnglMtd,  vol.  iv.,  p.  23. 

'  "He  amassed,  while  govemor  of  Canada,  by  commerce  alone, 
more  than  a  miUion  livres,  besides  which,  he  hod  for  many  years 
rixty  thousand  livres  from  his  appointments  and  pensions.  Tet  not- 
withstandiiig  hia  riches,  hia  avarice  waa  in  many  inatances  so  extreme, 
that  he  denied  himself  the  common  neceaeariea  of  life.  Buring  his 
last  illness,  he  ordered  the  wax  tapers  that  were  burning  in  his  room 
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Le  Moine,  Baron  de  Longueiul,  then  governor  of 
Montreal,  being  next  in  seniority,  assumed  tlie  reins 
of  power  until  the  arrival  of  a  Euccessor. 

The  Marquis  du  Quesne  de  MenneviUe  was 
appointed  governor  of  Canada,  Louisiana,  Cape 
Breton,  Sec,  on  the  recall  of  M.  de  la  Jonqui^e  in 
1762 ;  he  was  reputed  a  man  of  ability,  but  was 
of  haughty  and  austere  disposition.  Galissonl^re 
who  had  recommended  the  appointment,  furnished 
hirn  with  every  information  respecting  the  colony 
and  the  territorial  claims  of  France ;  thus  instructed 
he  landed  at  Quebec  in  August,  where  he  was 
received  with  the  usual  ceremonies. 

The  orders  given  to  the  new  governor  with  regard 
to  the  disputed  boundaries,  were  such  as  to  leave 
little  doubt  on  his  mind,  that  the  sword  alone  could 
enable  him  to  secure  their  execution,  and  the  cha^ 
racter  of  his  stubborn  tiiough  unwarlike  rivals, 
promised  a  determined  resistance  to  his  views."  His 
first  attention  was  therefore  directed  to  the  mUitaiy 

to  b«  cbanged  tor  UUow  cuidles,  obserring  that  '  the  Utter  would 
ftnawer  ever;  purpose,  and  were  leas  eipenaire.'  " — Smith's  Satory 
of  Canada,  to),  i.,  p.  223. 

*  "  VThile  Britain  claimed  an  iDde6nite  extent  to  the  weit.  Franca 
uuisted  on  confining  her  to  the  eastern  ude  of  the  Alleghany  mouo- 
taiiiB,  and  claimed  the  whole  coontiy  whose  waters  run  into  the 
UisBiasippi,  in  virtue  of  her  right,  aa  tlie  first  discoverer  of  that  river. 
The  delightful  region  between  the  summit  of  those  mountaiDs  and 
the  Mississippi  was  the  object  for  which  these  two  powerful  nations 
contended,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the  sword  alone  could 
decide  the  contest." — Marshall's  Life  of  FafAtf^ton.vol.  i.,p.294; 
Belsharo,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  363,  364. 
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resources  of  his  command;  he  forthwith  organised 
the  militia"  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  under  efficient 
officers,  and  attached  bodies  of  artillery  to  the 
garrison  of  each  city;  the  mUitia  of  the  country 
parishes  next  underwent  a  careful  inspection,  and 
nothing  was  neglected  to  strengthen  the  efficiency 
of  this  army. 

In  1763  several  French  detachments  were  sent  to 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio'  with  orders  to  establish  forts 


"  tboB  France  voold  Iiave  enjojed,  in  time  oi  pe&ce,  the  whole 
IwUan  trade,  and  the  English  colonies,  in  time  of  war,  must  hare 
had  a  frontier  of  1200  milea  to  defend  agunst  blood-thiratj  eaTages, 
crodncted  h;  French  offiuers,  and  supported  by  regular  troops.  It 
was,  in  fact,  to  attempt  the  extinction  of  the  British  settlementa,  and 
jei  without  snch  interior  communication  as  was  projected  between 
Canada  and  Louisiana,  the  French  settlementa  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  Mississippi,  oonld  never,  it  was  said,  attain  anj  high  degree  of 
coTisequence  or  secnritj  ;  the  navigation  of  one  of  those  rirers  being 
at  all  seasons  difficult,  and  that  of  the  other  blocked  up  with  ice 
dvrii^  die  winter  months,  so  aa  to  preclude  exterior  support  or 
relief.  This  scheme  of  usurpation,  which  is  supposed  to  have  long 
ooenpied  the  deUberations  of  the  court  of  Veraulles,  was  ardently 
embraced  bj  M.  de  la  Jonquidre,  now  commander-in-chief  of  the 
French  forces  in  North  America,  and  by  la  Galtssoni^,  a  man  of  a 
bold  and  enterprising  spirit,  who  had  been  appointed  goremor  of  New 
France  in  1747.  By  their  joint  efforts,  in  addition  to  those  of  their 
predeeessors,  forta  were  erected  along  the  Qreat  Lakes,  which  com- 
manicate  with  the  Rirer  St.  Lawrence,  and  also  on  the  Ohio  and 
Uissisnppi.  The  vast  chain  was  almost  completed  from  Quebec  to 
New  Orieans,  when  the  eoart  of  England,  roused  by  repeated  injuriea, 
broke  off  tbe  conferences  relatire  lo  the  limits  of  Nora  Scotia." — 
Hosaell'B  Modern  Ewvpe,  toI.  iii.,  p.  273. 

*  Sea  Appendix,  No.  LXV. 

'  "  The  gorernors  of  Canada,  who  were  generally  militaiy  men, 
bad,  fbr  sereral  preceding  years,  judiciously  selected  and  fortified 
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and  to  secure  the  alliance  of  the  Indians  by  liberal 
presents,  and  splendid  promises.  The  wily  savage^ 
however,  quickly  perceived  that  the  rival  efforts  of 
the  two  great  European  powers  would  soon  lead  to 
a  war  of  which  their  countiy  must  be  the  scene, 

iuch  aituations  aa  would  giro  their  natioo  most  influence  with  the 
Indians,  and  moat  facilitate  incuTgionB  into  the  northern  Bngliah  pro- 
Tinces.  The  command  of  Lake  Champlain  had  been  acquired  hj 
erecting  a  atrong  fort  at  Crown  Point,  and  a  connected  chain  of  poets 
waa  maintained  Awn  Quebec  op  the  St.  Lawrence  and  along  the 
Great  Lakea.  It  waa  now  int«nded  to  unite  these  posts  with  the 
Mississippi,  by  takbg  poaitiona  which  ahould  enable  them  to  circum- 
scribe, and  at  the  aame  time  annoy,  the  frontier  settlements  of  the 
English.  The  execution  of  this  plan  was  probably  in  some  degree 
accelerated  by  an  act  of  the  firitiah  government.  The  year  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  war  with  France,  several  very  influential  peraona, 
both  in  England  and  Yir^nia,  who  aasociated  under  the  name  of  the 
Ohio  Company,  obtained  fram  the  Crown  a  grant  for  600,000  acres 
of  land,  lying  in  the  countiy  which  was  clumed  by  both  nations. 
Several  opulent  merchants,  as  well  as  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  being 
members  of  thia  Company,  its  objects  were  commercial  as  well  as 
territorial ;  and  meaaurea  were  immediately  taken  to  derive  all  the 
advantages  expected  from  their  grants  in  both  these  respecta,  by 
establishing  houses  for  carrying  on  their  trade  with  the  Indies.  The 
governor  of  Canada,  who  obtained  early  intelligence  of  this  intrusion, 
aa  he  deemed  it,  into  the  dominions  of  his  Chriatian  Uajesty,  wrot« 
immediately  to  the  governors  of  New  York  and  Fennaylvania,  inform- 
ing them  that  the  English  traders  had  encroached  on  the  French 
territory,  by  trading  with  the  Indiana,  and  warning  them  that,  if  they 
did  not  deaist,  he  ahould  he  under  the  necesaity  of  seizing  them 
wherever  they  ahould  be  found,  Thia  threat  having  been  disregarded, 
it  was  put  in  execution  by  seising  the  British  tradera  among  tho 
Twightwees,*  and  carrying  them  as  prisoners  to  a  fort  on  Lake 
Erie."— Harshall's  lAfe  of  Wai\mgUin,  vol.  i.,  p.  297. 

*  The  TwightwMi  wan  Indiuii  who  liTod  od  tha  buiki  of  Iha  Ohio. 
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and  they  endeavoured  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ahility  to  rid  themselves  of  both  their  dangerous 
visitors.  Dim%garding  these  efforts  and  intreaties, 
both  the  English  and  French  advanced  nearer 
to  each  otho*,  and  the  latter  fortified  several 
posts  upon  the  Alleghany,  and  the  Ohio.  When 
the  hostile  designs  of  France  became  thus  appa- 
rent, Mr.  Dinwiddie,  goTemor  of  Virginia,'  which 
was  the  most  exposed  of  the  British  provinces, 
undertook  to  check  these  aggressions  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  and  formed  a  regiment  of  militia 
for  the  purpose.  A  small  detachment  raised  by 
the  Ohio  Company  was  immediately  sent  to  protect 
the  traders,  and  take  possession  of  the  Forks  of 
the  Ohio  and  Monongahela,  the  precise  spot  where 
the  first  efforts  of  the  French  would  probably  he 
made.  They  had  scarcely  b^vn  the  erection  of  a 
fort  when  M.  de  Contrecceur  with  1200  men  arrived 
from  Venango  in  300  canoes,  drove  them  from  the 
ground'  and  completed  and  occupied  their  fortifi- 
cation ;  to  this  since  well  known  spot  he  gave  the 
name  of  Fort  du  Quesne.'    In  the  meantime  the 

*  "  The  conntrj  Uken  possewion  ot  )tj  the  Frraioh  tnx^  had 
utwll;  been  gnuted  u  a,  port  of  the  tenitoiy  of  Virginia  to  the 
Ohio  Conpanjr,  who  were  in  conaeqneKoe  conuueDcing  its  Bettlnoenta." 
— MarriiaU'B  Lifi  of  Watiington,  toI.,  p.  298. 

*  "  Which  wu  the  lesB  to  be  wondered  at,"  remarks  Uajor 
WuhingtoD  in  his  Joorna),  "as  the  gamBon  of  the  fort  conBiated 
bat  of  thirtj-throe  effective  men."  The;  were  commanded  hj 
Captain  Trent 

'  This  name  was  given  in  honoor  of  tits  then  governor  of  Canada, 
the  UarqniB  dn  Qoeine  de  Menneville.  Fort  da  Queane  ia  now  caUed 
PitUbnrg. 
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Vir^nia  militia  marched  to  the  ud  of  the  English, 
and  met  them  on  tiieir  retreat  at  Wills  CreelE ;  the 
colonel  of  this  body  had  died  soon  alter  it  took 
the  field,  and  the  command  dsTolved  upon  the 
officer  next  in  seniority — George  Wabsington,  the 
father  of  the  Great  Hepublic. 

To  gBin  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  Vir- 
1754  ginians,  frequent  expeditions  were  dispatched  frvm 
Fort  du  Qnesne.  One  of  these,  forty-five  in  number, 
commanded  by  M.  Jumonville,'  was  surpiised  by 
Colonel  Washington,  and  destroyed  or  captured  with 
the  exception  of  one  man.^  The  victors  immediately 
proceeded  to  intrench  themselves  on  the  scene  of 
action,  a  place  called  Little  Meadows,  with  the  view 
of  holding  their  ground  till  reinforcements  should 
arrive;  they  gave  to  their  little  stronghold  the  name 
of  Fort  Necessity.    They  wctb  soon  after  joined  by 

*  Smollett  nja  that  "  JomonTOIe  bore  &  sammona  to  Colond 
WuhingtoD,  requiring  him  to  quit  the  fort,  which  he  pratandMl  wm 
built  on  gronixl  beloagiog  to  the  French  or  their  Alliea.  So  littls 
r^ard  was  pud  to  this  intimation,  that  the  English  fell  upon  thia 
paitj,  and,  aa  the  French  affinn,  without  the  least  proToea^oo,  either 
stew  or  took  the  whole  detachment.  De  Tllliera,  incensed  at  these 
nnproToVed  hoetilities  .  .  .  ." — Smollett,  vol.  iii.,  p.  421. 

*  "  This  skirmish,  of  small  importance,  perhaps,  in  itaelf,  was  jet 
among  the  principal  canaes  of  the  war.  It  is  no  less  memorable  as 
the  first  aj^>earance  in  the  pages  of  history  of  one  of  their  brightest 
ornaments, — of  that  great  and  good  man, — Gbneral  Washihdton." 
— Lord  Mahon's  Eittory  of  England,  vol-  iv.,  p.  65. 

"  This  event  was  no  sooner  known  in  England  than  the  British 
ambassador  at  Paris  received  directions  to  c(an[daiii  of  it  to  the 
French  miniatry,  as  an  open  yiolation  of  the  peace." — Smollett,  vol.  uf., 
p.  421. 
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the  remainder  of  the  Virginia  militia  and  a  company 
from  South  Carolina,  which  raised  their  strength 
to  about  400  men.  When  M.  de  Contrecoeur  received 
intelligence  of  Jumonville's  disaster,  he  sent  M.  de 
VilUers  with  1000  regular  troops  and  100  Indians 
to  obtain  satisfaction.  Colonel  Washington  resolved 
to  await  the  attack  in  the  fort,  and  trust  to  the  arrival 
of  some  troops  promised  by  the  State  of  New  York 
for  his  relief.  He  was,  however,  so  warmly  assailed 
by  the  French,  on  the  3d  of  July,  that  he  found  it 
necessary  to  surrender  the  same  evening,  stipulating 
to  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  every- 
thing in  his  possession  except  the  artillery.  The 
capitulation^  was  scarcely  signed  when  it  was  most 

*  "The  capitnlation  wu  written  ia  Prencb,  and  as  neither 
Ifr.  Waahiogton  nor  any  of  hia  partj  nnderatood  that  laDgnage,  m 
foreigner  was  employed  to  read  it  to  them  in  Bnglish.  But  instead 
of  acting  the  part  of  a  &ithf(i]  interpreter,  when  be  came  to  the 
word   '  aaaaannataon,'*   employed  in  the  capitulation  to  designate 


*  WMbli^ton  nnkei  *,  libannd  defence  of  hii  condiict  in  the  lAlr  oT  M.  de 
JsDoBTilla,  Id  the  "  Joonul  of  Ui  Expedition  to  the  Ohio."  In  M.  de  Villieci'i 
"  Jmnal  of  bh  Guiiaign  "  he  tlmji  u*e>  the  term  "  lauButtaa  "  with  referaan  to 
bia  brolW)  death.  The  ddIj  notice  he  takM  of  the  broken  tenni  of  the  apltaUtion 
It — "  The  BODitemktian  of  Ibe  Bngllih  wu  lo  great,  when  tfaej  heud  the  Fnoch 
anfc*  kid  eUm  to  the  pillage,  that  thsj  no  amj  lad  left  b^nd  them  CTsn  their  lUg 
udapdraflbriicolaDn."— TVondafiimiif  Jf.d«  ViUierft  Javnal,  J aljitit,  17 5i, 

Ilie  fbUowlng  ii  the  teetimonT^of  the  Cuwdiu  hiitoriui,  Ouneui : — "  L*  1 7  Mil 
(17fii),  an  Mir  H.  de  Jnmoniille  ■'  txtll  ntiitf  duu  nne  TalloD  proTond  el  obecnr, 
lonqne  dee  euingei  qui  rAduent  1e  dtonTiirent  el  en  iDfoimirent  le  Colonel  Wiih- 
ington,  qni  uiinil  dam  le  voitinage  a*ec  wt  Ireaint.  Celni-d  minha  toule  U  unit 
pmir  1*  Dcmer,  et  la  landemain  an  point  do  jourill'atlBquaTecpnfcIidtition,  marchant 
oimune  k  nne  mipriaa  i  la  t£te  de  ion  dAachmenl.  Jamonnlle  fill  tat  iTOc  neuf 
hommci  de  a  luite.  I^aFru^iprtftendentqnecc  depute  fit  Bgne  qu^  ^lalt  portear 
d'nne  lettta  de  ion  oommandanl,  qua  le  ieD  cena,  et  que  ee  ue  fut  qu'  aprii  que  I'on 
ett  enoamane^  la  leetme  da  la  MmnMtion  qne  lea  iwajllini  le  lanlrent  1  tirer. 
Waahinglon  aSrme  qn^il  etoit  k  la  ttta  da  la  niarehe,  et  qn'  anidtAt  que  lea  Fran^aii 
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shamefblly  broken,  the  baggage  was  plundered,  the 
horses  and  cattle  destroyed,  and  the  o£Bcerg  detained 
for  some  time  as  prisoners.  At  length  Colonel  Wash- 
ington retired  as  be  best  might,  and  met  at  Win- 
chester the  reinforcements  that  but  a  day  before 
would  have  enabled  him  to  stem  the  tide  of  French 
usurpation;  he  was  then  however  &in  to  content 
himself  with  erecting  Fort  Cumberland"  at  Wills 
Creek  where  he  held  his  ground. 

U.  de  JumoBTille's  defe&t  and  death,  he  translated  !t '  the  defeat  of 
v..  de  JumonTille.'  This  I  have  the  beat  authority  to  usert ;  the 
authority  of  the  Engliah  officers  who  were  present.  Indeed,  the 
thing  speaks  for  itself.  It  cannot  he  supposed  that  theae  gentlemen 
should  know  so  little  of  what  the;  owed  to  tbemBelves,  both  as  men 
and  as  soldiers,  as  not  to  prefer  any  extremity  rather  than  submit  to 
the  disgrace  of  being  branded  with  the  imputation  of  so  horrid  a 
crime.  After  all,  hod  they  been  guilty  of  this  charge  they  could 
scarce  have  been  worse  ased  than  they  were." — Bitlory  of  the  late 
War  in  AmeruM,  by  Major  Thomas  Haute,  p.  14  (London,  1772). 

*  "  The  cool  meaanres  of  this  part  of  Uaiyland  are  Dsually  called 
the  Cumberland  coal-field,  from  Fort  Cumberland,  ftmooB  for  the 
wars  of  the  English  with  the  French  and  In^ans,  in  which  General 
Washington  took  part  before  the  American  Revolution.  The  carbo- 
niferona  strata,  are  arranged  geologically  in  a  trongh,  about  twenty-fire 
miles  long,  from  north  to  south,  and  fnaa  three  to  four  miles  broad. 


le  Tlimt,  ill  counmnt  i  lenn  inuM  Hu  ■{^mUiii,  a  qo'Q  ftumlt  dfi  entendTB  ilk 
r«»iuent  bit.  n  e»t  probride  qo'fl  j  ■  du  Ti»i  duu  In  deoi  Tertioni ;  I'mHmqiu  fiit 
■I  prddpltje  qn'il  dQt  I'tniaiTn  Que  txmfn^im  qui  db  permit  pu  dc  nta  d^melar; 
miit  I'il  n'f  a  pu  su  d'muiinat,  on  M  demuden  toajoan  potu^noi  WuMagtoo  tttt 
det  fotcei  d  lUpAieUKa  k  cellst  ds  JumoDtille,  montim  nne  A  gaait  ardeiir  pour 
It  HifprmJfe  ■□  point  du  jour  comnH  i^  cAt  ^te  nn  eiiaenii  fort  i  enindre  ?  Ce 
n'Atit  point  carttinciiKDt  irec  30  hommo  qne  Jumanifl]!  jtiit  «d  ^tat  d'ucfpUr  Is 
comlxt. . . .  Tcl>  font  lo  hnmblea  exploit!  pvlnquelBlefaturconqu^atdei  liberty 
Am^ricunei  commanqB  M  cuiiitv. . .  .  Ia  tIcIoIib  quo  H.  de  TiUjon  Tenoit  d'obtanir, 
fut  le  premier  «la  de  ce  gnoi  dmne  de  29  ui,  dani  Isqnel  U  puliwnee  FiufiiM 
et  AngUiie  denit  labii  de  ri  teniblet  6iea  en  AmAiqoe," — BitUirt  dm  Oamada, 
TOLii.,p.Ml.    (Quebec,  IB46.) 
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Meanwhile  the  goTemor  of  the  British  colonies 
tranBmitted  reports  of  these  events  to  London,  and 
the  ambassador'  at  Paris  was  instructed  to  remon- 
strate firmly  against  the  French  aggreiraions  in 
America,  but  that  court  disregarded  these  commu- 
nications, and  took  no  farther  pains  to  conceal 
their  hostile  intentions.  They  publicly  gave  orders 
for  the  speedy  reinforcement  of  their  colonies,  espe- 
dally  Quebec,  with  men  and  military  stores,  and 
prepared  to  follow  up  with  rigour  the  success  at 
Fort  Necessity. 

ProfeMor  Silliman  and  his  son,  who  Hiurejed  them,  have  aptlf  com- 
pared  the  shape  of  the  Bnccessire  heds  to  a  great  number  of  canoes 
placed  one  within  another," — Lyell's  Geology,  vol.  ii.,  p.  17. 

*  "  An  able  diplomacy  in  Europe  exerted  betimee  wotdd  prohablj 
have  allayed  the  ranoour  of  these  feuds  in  America.  But  for  our 
nusfoitnne  we  had  then  at  Paris  as  ambasBador  the  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
an  inddent  man  of  pleasure." — Lord  Mahon's  Eittorj/  of  England, 
Tol.  iv.,  p.  66.    London,  1844. 

"  Between  yon  and  me,  for  this  moat  go  no  Airtber,  what  do 
joa  think  made  Lord  Albemarle,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Guards, 
gOTomor  of  Virginia,  groom  of  the  stole,  and  ambassador  to  Paris, 
amonnting  m  aU  to  16,0002.  or  17,0001.  a  year  «  Was  it  his  birth  ? 
No ;  a  Dnt«h  gentleman  onlj.  Was  it  his  estate  ?  Ho ;  he  had 
none.  Was  it  his  learning,  his  parte,  his  political  abilities  and 
application !  Tou  can  answer  these  questione  as  eauly  and  as  aoon 
as  I  con  ask  them.  What  was  it,  then  ?  Maaj  people  wondered, 
bnt  I  do  not,  for  I  know,  and  will  tell  you :  it  was  his  air,  his 
address,  his  manners,  and  his  graces." — Lord  Chetterfitld  to  Au 
Son.  May  27,  1762. 

Lord  Albemorie  died  suddenly  at  his  post  in  December,  1754. 
"  Tou  will  hare  heard  before  you  receive  this  of  Lord  Albemarle's 
mddeo  death  at  Paris.  Ererybody  is  to  sorry  for  him !  Without 
being  M,  yet  as  sony  as  he  deserved,  or  he  would  have  been  for  any 
one,  or  as  be  deserred.    Can  any  one  really  regret  a  man  who  with 
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The  English  government  only  noticed  these 
formidable  preparations  by  letters  of  instruction  to 
their  colonial  authorities,  ordering  them  to  unite  for 
their  common  defence,  and  encouraging  them  to 
resist  every  aggression,  without,  however,  fiimishing 
any  assistance.  Commissioners  were  also  appointed 
to  meet  the  Indian  chiefs  in  congress  at  Albany, 
and  to  endeavour  to  secure  those  important  allies  to 
the  British  power.  The  red  warriors  did  not  display 
much  enthusiasm  in  the  cause,  but  finally  they 
accepted  the  presents  offered  them,  and  expressed 
a  desire  to  receive  vigorous  assistance  from  the 
English  to  drive  the  French  from  their  invaded 
hunting-grounds.  At  this  congress  a  general  union 
of  the  Ainds  and  forces  of  the  colonies  was  proposed, 
but  clashing  interests  in  comparatively  unimportant 
matters  defeated  these  salutary  designs. 

While  this  congress  continued  its  almost  useless 
deliberations.  Governor  Shirley,  of  Massachusetts, 
marched  upon  the  Kennebec  River  with  about  1000 
men,  and  erected  forts  at  the  most  exposed  points 
to  secure  the  north-eastern  frontier ;  he  also  accom- 
plished the  important  object  of  gaining  the  confidence 

the  most  meritoriona  wife  wad  aoiu  in  the  world,  and  with  near 
15,0001.  K  jear  from  the  goTemment,  leaTes  not  a  ahiHing  to  hia 
familj  but  dies  immensely  in  debt,  though  whea  he  married  he  had 
near  90,0001,  in  the  fundi,  and  mj  Ladj  Albemarle  broaght  bim 
25,0001.  more."— Walpole'a  Letteri  to  Sir  B.  Mann,  Jan.  9, 1755. 
Lord  Hertford  waa  named  to  succeed  Lord  Albemarle  as  ambassador 
to  Paris,  bat  war  being  soon  declared  between  the  two  nations,  he 
never  went  there. 
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of  the  Indians,  and  their  consent  to  his  military  1764 
occupation  of  the  country.  During  the  remainder 
of  the  year  he  repeatedly  represented  to  the  English 
ministry'  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  argent  need  of  powerful  assistance  to 
defeat  the  hostility  of  France.  Shirley's  appeal  was 
successM ;  two  regiments,  Halkett's  the  44tli,  and 

'  "Onthe6tIioflfM<ch,17M,  the  cftlm  and  languid  conrae  of  public  1754 
buBineu  had  1>e«n  auddealy  broken  through  hy  the  death  of  the 
prime  minister,'  Mr.  Pelham.  '  Noir  I  shall  have  no  moro  peace  !' 
exelaimed  the  old  king,  when  he  heard  the  news  ;  and  the  eventa  of 
the  next  few  j'oan  tuHj  confirmed  his  majesty's  predictioa.  At  the 
tidings  of  his  brother's  death — a  death  bo  sudden  and  nnlooked  for — 
the  mind  of  Newcastle  was  stirred  with  the  contending  emotions  of 
grief,  fear,  and  ambition.  The  grief  soon  passed  away,  but  the  fear 
and  the  ambition  long  struggled  for  the  mastery.  After  a  dishonest 
negoeiation  with  Henry  Foi,  (younger  son  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  a 
brother  of  the  first  Earl  of  IlcheBter],  the  duke  finding  him  not 
■nfficiently  subserTient,  bestowed  the  seals  of  secretary  upon  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  It  was  certunly  no  light  or  easy  task  which 
Newcastle  had  thus  accomplished,— he  had  succeeded  in  finding  a 

■ecretary  of  itate  with  abilities  inferior  to  hia  own 

The  new  parliament  met  in  November,  1754.  Before  that  time  a 
common  resentment  had  united  the  two  statesmen  whom  rivalry  had 
hitherto  kept  asunder,  Pitt  and  Fox.  '  Sir  Thtauas  Robinson  lead 
na ! '  exclaimed  Pitt  to  Fox  ;  '  the  duke  might  as  well  send  his 
jackboot  to  lead  na!'  ....  At  length,  in  Jannwy,  1755, 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  renewed  his  negociations  with  Fox.    The 

*  "  AnallwT  nToIutioD  iloat  tlili  purlDd,  (NoTcmber,  1744,)  took  pUcs  In  tbs  1744 
Britiih  (sbinat.  Lord  CartoiC,  now  bacuno  Eul  of  QnaTills,  htd  iunoiuWd  bim- 
hU  w  far  into  tlie  good  gneei  of  hia  Mvcreign  u  to  tidtc  ippnhonilon  ud  dliliko  of 
lb*  Duke  of  Niwcutls  ud  hit  brothn  Mr.  Pelbun.  Tbi;,  tboefoic,  officctcd  iho 
dBn&U  of  tbu  ubitioui  ud  buiibt;  ndoula  nboie  power  Ibej  eniied,  ud  wbow 
talsnu  they  f«ued.  Mr.  Pelbui,  wbo,  on  tbs  dutb  of  Lord  Wilmington,  hid  nio- 
eecded  to  Uia  diraetion  of  tba  Board  of  Trcanrr,  ma  now  nominaWd  cbucsllor  of  Iho 
■xehM|nBr,  and  maj  ba  eoniidend  from  Ibli  patiod  a*  SiM  miniatar," — Bolabam,  toL 


itizecoy  Google 


46  THE  C0NQXJB8T  OF  CANADA. 

Dnnbai's  the  48th,  were  ordered  from  Ireland  to 
America,°and  Major-General  Braddock  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  all  the  British  forces  on  the 
western  continent ;  tiie  governor  of  Massachusetts  was 
at  the  same  time  tiianked  by  the  king,  and  empowered 
to  concert  measures  for  attacking  the  French  settle- 
ments in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  The  disbanded  colonial 
regiments,    Shirley's    and    Pepperel's,   were    also 

tenna  he  offered  were  far  leu  than  those  Fox  had  fermerlj  refiued, 
neither  the  head  of  the  Hoobo  of  Commons  nor  the  o£Bae  of  aecretaij 
of  state,  but  admission  to  the  cabinet,  provided  Foe  vould  sctiTely 
support  the  king's  measores  in  the  House,  and  would  in  some  sort 
lead  without  being  leader.  ....  The  oonduct  of  Fox  to  Pitt 
(in  accepting  these  terms)  seems  not  easy  to  reconcile  with  perfect 
good  faith,  while  the  sudden  lowering  of  his  pretensions  to  Newcastle 
was,  beyond  all  doubt,  an  unworthy  subservience.  On  one  or  both 
of  these  grounds  he  fell  in  public  esteem.  By  the  aid  of  Fox  and 
the  silence  of  Pitt  the  remainder  of  the  session  passed  quietly.  But 
great  events  were  now  at  hand.  The  horizon  had  long  been  dark 
irith  war,  and  this  summer  burst  the  storm." — Lord  Mahon'a  Butory 
of  England,  vol.  iv.,  p.  66  ;  Belsham,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  35i,  355. 

'  "  The  French  have  taken  such  liberties  with  some  of  our  forts  that 
are  of  great  ooneeqnenee  to  cover  Virginia,  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
that  we  are  actually  ^spatching  two  regiments  thither.  As  the 
climate  and  other  American  circumstances  are  against  these  poor 
men,  I  pity  them,  and  think  (hem  too  many  if  the  French  mean 
nothing  farther,  too  few  if  they  do.  Indeed,  I  am  one  of  those  that 
feel  less  resentment  when  we  are  attacked  so  far  off:  I  think  it  an 
obligation  to  be  eaten  the  last." — Wolpole's  Letter!  to  Sir  H.  Maim, 
Oct.  6,  1754. 

"  A  detachment  of  fifty  men  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  embarked 
with  the  2nd  Battalion,  No.  AA  and  No.  43,  under  the  Oommand  of 

Uajor-Qeneral  Braddock,  for  America This  detachment 

was  mostly  cut  to  pieces  near  Fort  du  Quesoe,  va  the  Monongahela,  on 
the  9th  of  July,  1755."— ifomotr*  of  the  Boyal  Befft.  o/ArtHUrj/, 
1743.    MSS.,  CoL  Hocbeon,  R.  A.  Libnuy,  Wotrfwich. 


itizecoy  Google 


THB  COJfQmSST   OF   CANADA.  47 

re-established,  and  recruits  were  rapidly  raised 
through  the  several  provinces  to  form  an  anny 
for  the  approaching  war. 

GeDeral  Braddock  arrived  by  the  end  of  February,  1755 
1756,  and  immediately  convened  the  governors  of 
the  different  British  colonies  to  meet  him  in  council 
at  Alexandria  in  Vii^nia  on  the  14th  of  April.  It 
appeared  his  orders  from  home"  were  positive  that 
he  should  at  once  move  upon  Fort  du  Quesne, 
notwithstanding  the  dang^,  difficulty,  and  expense 
of  canying  the  war  across  the  ru^ed  barrier  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  instead  of  assailing  the 
Canadian  settlements,  where  the  &cility  of  transport 
by  water,  and  their  proximity  to  his  resources, 
offered  him  every  advantage.  However  no  alternative 
remained,  and  he  obeyed.  At  the  same  time  Shirley 
and  Pepperel's  newly  raised  regiments*  were  directed 
upon  Niagara,  and  a  strong  body  of  provincial 
troops  commanded  by  (Jeneral  Johnson  was  com- 
missioned to  attack  the  French  position  of  Fort 
Frederick,  called  by  the  English  Crown  Point 
While  these  plans  were  being  carried  out,  Colonel 

*  The  Dnke  of  Onmberiand  was  then  at  Uie  head  of  the  regency, 
daring  the  abMnce  of  hie  father,  Qeorge  II.  on  the  continent. 

'  Officen  were  appointed  for  tvo  re^menti,  consisting  of  two 
battalions  each  to  be  raised  in  America,  and  commanded  bj  Sir 
William  Fef^ierel  and  QoTmior  Shirlej,  who  hod  enjoyed  the  same 
CMnmand  in  the  last  war.* 


■  "To  nwud  Colonel  Feppenl  ud  OoTimor  Sbirlo;  for  tba  conqnot  of  L 
fcaif  in  17ifi,  ft  nglnwBt  to  be  niwd  in  Amerin  ma  bntowed  oa  euh." — 
■loU'i  Itfe  ^  WoMmgCm,  toL  L,  p.  280. 
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Monckton,^  with  Colonel  Winslow,  marched  agunst 
the  French  settlements  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy ;  their 
force  of  nearly  3000  men,  was  aided  by  the  presence 
on  the  coast  of  Captain  Rous,  with  three  frigates  and 
a  sloop.  The  Acadian  peasants,^  and  some  regular 
troops  with  a  few  cannon,  endeavoured  to  oppose 
his  pa88^;e  at  the  River  Massaquash,  but  were 
speedily  overpowed.  Thence  he  moved  upon  Fort 
Beau^our  and  forced  the  garrison  to  capitulate 

'  ' '  Although  the  force  to  he  employed  was  to  be  drawn  almoet  entirelj 
&om  UasBBchiuetts,  the  command  of  the  expedition  was  conferred  on 
Lieutenast- Colonel  Uonokton,  a  Sritiah  officer,  in  whose  military 
talents  more  confidence  was  placed  than  in  those  of  any  provinciaL 
The  tooops  of  llassachwietts  embarked  at  Boston  on  the  20th  of  Uay, 
1755,  together  irith  Shirley's  and  Pepperel's  regiments,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Winslow,  who  was  a  major-general  of  the  militia, 
and  an  officer  of  great  inflaence  in  the  prorince.  About  four  miles 
from  Fort  Lawrence  they  were  joined  by  300  British  troops  and  ai 
small trun  of  artillery." — Monholl's  lAft  D/TF(M'l(n^(OR,Tol.  i.,  p.  310. 

*  "  In  the  obstinate  conflict  which  was  commencing  between  the 
French  and  English  crowns,  the  continuance  of  the  Acadians  in  Nora 
ScoUa  was  thought  dangerous  on  account  of  their  inriocible  attach- 
ment to  France  ;  and  to  expel  them  from  the  country,  leanug  them 
at  liberty  to  choose  their  place  of  residence,  would  be  to  reinforce  the 
French  in  Canada.  A  council  was  held,  aided  by  the  Admirals 
Boscawen  and  Horty,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  destinies 
of  these  unfortunate  people,  and  the  serere  policy  was  adopted  of 
removing  them  from  their  homes  and  dispersing  them  among  tha 
other  British  colonies.  This  harsh  measure  was  immediately  put  into 
execution,  and  the  miserable  inhabituits  of  Nora  Scotia,  banished 
from  their  homes,  were,  in  one  instant,  reduced  from  esse  and  con- 
tentment, to  a  state  of  beggary.  Their  lands  and  moveables,  with  the 
exception  of  their  money  and  household  furniture,  were  declared  to  be 
forfeit  tA  the  Crown  ;  and  to  prerent  their  being  able  to  subsist  tbem- 
■elves,  should  they  escape,  the  country  was  laid  waste  and  their  habi- 
tations reduced  to  ashes." — Minot,  quoted  byMonholl,  vol.  i.  p.  312. 
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after  a  bombardment"  of  four  days.  He  left  some 
troops  to  defend  this  position,  wbich  he  now  called 
Fort  Cumberland,  and  proceeded  the  next  day 
to  a  small  entrenchmeot  on  the  River  Gaspereau, 
where  the  French  had  established  their  jnincipal 
depdt  for  the  Indian  trade,  and  the  stores  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  provisions;  he  then  disarmed 
the  peasantry  to  the  number  of  15,000  men.  At 
the  same  time  Captain  Bous  destroyed  all  the 
works  erected  by  the  French  on  the  Rivw  St 
John.  By  this  expedition  the  possession  of  the 
extensive  province  of  Nova  Scotia  was  secured 
to  the  British  crown  almost  without  the  loss  of  a 
man. 

The  court  of  France  in  the  meantime  hastened 
the  equipment  of  a  considerable  fleet  at  Brest  under 
the  orders  of  Admiral  Bois  de  la  Mothe ;  on  board 
were  several  veteran  regiments,  commanded  by  the 
Baron  Dieskau,  who  had  distinguished  himself 
under  the  celebrated  Marshal  Saxe. 

The  Marquis  du  Quesne  had  demanded  his  recall 
from  the  government  of  Canada,  with  the  view  of 
re-entering  the  naval  service  of  France.    His  depar- 

*  "  Wlien  th«  French  were  in  possesuon  of  this  ganisaa,  they  had 
BO  kitillerj;  however,  thej  were  not  at  a  Iobb  to  deceive  their  enemies 
«t  Fort  Lawrence,  for  the;  proTided  a  parcel  of  birch,  and  other  hard, 
well-grown  trees,  which  thej  shaped  and  bored  after  the  fashion  of 
cannon,  securing  them  from  end  to  end  with  cordage  ;  and  from  one 
of  these  the;  constant!;  fired  a  morning  and  evening  gun,  as  is 
CDitomai;  in  garrisons ;  but  npon  the  reduction  of  the  place,  and  a 
■pirit«d  inqnirj  after  the  cannon,  the;  found  themselves  obliged  to 
^Mover  this  ingenioiu  derice." — Kaoz' t  Sitt.  Journal,  vol,  i.,  p..  58. 

TOt.  D.  ■ 
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tare  cansed  little  regret,  for  though  hia  maDagement 
of  public  affiiirs  was  skilful  and  judidous,  a  luu^hty 
aod  domineering  temper  Imd  made  him  generally 
mipopular  in  tlie  colony.  The  Marquia  de  Vau- 
dreuil  de  Cavi^inac  was  appointed  his  snocesKv  at 
the  request  of  the  Canadian  people,  who  fondly 
hoped  to  enjoy  under  tiie  rule  of  the  son  of  their 
iaTomite,  the  same  prosperity  and  peace  which  had 
characterised  his  father's  admuustration.  The  new 
goTemor,  who  anived  in  M.  de  la  Mothe's  fleet,  was 
received  with  great  demonstrationB  of  joy  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Quebec. 

Hearing  of  these  hostile  preparations,  the  En^ah 
ministiy,  in  the  month  of  April,  dispatched 
Admiral  Boscawen  with  eleven  sail  of  the  line  to 
watch  the  French  squadron,  although  at  the  time 
no  formal  declaration  of  war  had  been  made.  The 
riral  armaments  reached  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land almost  at  the  same  time :  the  fiiendly  fogs  <£ 
those  dreary  latitudes  saved  De  la  Mothers  fleet; 
two  of  his  vessels,  indeed,  fell  into  the  hands  ot  his 
enemies,"  but  the  remainder  entered  the  Canadian 
ports  in  safety.  On  the  news  of  this  attadc  reach- 
ing Paris,  M.  de  Mirepoix,  the  ambassador,  was 
recalled  fi-om  London,  and  loud  c<nnplaints  were 
made  by  the  French  agunst  Boscawen's  conduct ; 
on  the  part  of  Great  foltain  it  was  answered  that 

*  "  Captain,  aftenrards  hoti  Howe,  after  an  taga^emeai  in  vliieh 
h«  digplajed  equal  skiU  and  inli^idity,  aueceeded  in  taking  thie  two 
French  afaipa,  the  Alcide  mi  the  Zyt."— XiOrd  Hali«n'i  jBiriory  of 
England,  vol.  ir.,  p.  68. 
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the  sggressionB  of  the  Gsnadians  in  Tu^finla 
juatifled  the  act  of  hostility.' 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1766,  General  Braddock  jmned 
the  head-quarters  of  the  army  at  a  village  on  the 
Potomac ;  on  the  10th  he  marched  to  WUIb  Greek, 
and  encamped  on  a  hill  near  Fort  Cumberland. 
Here  he  remained  till  the  26th,  pas^g  the  time 
in  horse-races,  reviews,  and  conferences  with  the 
bdians.    These  red  warriors  were  asttmidied  at 

'  **  At  Imdw,  in  dw  Ung'i  ftbutioe,  our  oooBeila  wen  vaait  feeblfl 

•nd  mreriag A  grmt  diflsrenoe  afpeani  among  th* 

nemben  of  the  regjencj.  The  Duke  of  Comtwrbuid,  alwaji  indined 
to  rigoTDui  measoreB,  irished  to  declare  war  at  once,  and  to  strike  tlie 
Arst  blow.  ....  The  Duke  of  Kewcastle,  trimming  and 
toemUing  ■■  was  arer  hit  wont,  thought  oidj  of  keoping  of  th* 
■totm  a«  long  u  poeiible,  and  «f  ihiiling  its  reapoiuibilil;;  fcou 
hinuelf.  .  •  >  .  At  longtb,  as  a  kind  of  compromise,  it  vaa 
agreed  that  there  ghonld  be  no  declarati(»  of  war ;  that  our  fleet 
AonU  attack  the  TnxuA  shipa  of  the  line,  if  it  fell  in  with  anj,  but 
bj  no  meana  diatarb  taj  amaller  men-of-war  or  an;  Toaieli  ragaged 
in  trade.  When  at  the  Board  of  Regenaj  these  instroctioDS  came 
ronnd  to  the  bottom  of  the  table  to  be  ugned  hj  Fox,  he  tmned  to 
Lord  AnAMt,  the  First  Lord  at  the  Adnuraltj,  and  aaked  if  tiiera 
wera  bo  otjeetJODa  to  tben.  '  fat,'  aaswand  Anson,  '  a  ihnndred; 
but  it  pleaaea  theaa  at  Uu  iqiper  end  at  tfce  toUe^  wtd  riU  aigiii^ 
nothing,  for  tlie  French  will  declare  war  ne^t  v>esi,  if  they  have  not 
done  it  tdreadj/.'  *  While  the  prospects  of  peace  grew  dailer  and 
darker,  thef«  waa  also  gath^ng  a  claud  of  popular]  rasentiaent 
•nd  dtrtnut  ^eaisit  the  nwii t«r.  H  vai  often  a«ked  wbother  tli«a» 
were  tuoes  vbea  all  power  coiiU  he  aafel;  monopojiaed  b/  the  Duk* 
of  Newcastle  f  Was  oTerTthmg  to  be  naked— -perhaps  ereiTthing 
lost — for  tbe  sake  of  oao  boary  jobber  at  the  Treaamy?  "—Lord 
Mahon'i  Mitory  of  England,  toL  it.,  p.  72. 

■  War  wHut  dedindtpinit  FfUM  Witil  Mvia  (bi  fnUaving  JOT. 
e2 
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tixe  number  of  the  British,  their  uniform  dress,  and 
their  arms,  the  r^|;alarity  of  their  march,  the  tre- 
mendous effect  of  their  artillery,  and  the  strange 
noises  of  their  drums  and  fifes ;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  haughty  general  was  not  'wise  enough  to  con- 
ciliate his  important  allies,  or  to  avful  himself  of 
their  experience  in  forest  warfi&re;  he,  however, 
with  disdainful  generosity,  gare  them  numerous 
presents,  and  provided  the  warriors  with  arms  and 
clothing. 

The  force  now  assembled  in  camp  at  Fort  Cum- 
berland consisted  of  the  44th  (Sir  Peter  Halket's)  and 
the  48th  (Colonel  Dunbar's)  regunents,  each  of  700 
men,  with  three  New  York  and  CaroUna  companies 
of  100,  and  ten  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  (fifty 
strong),  a  troop  of  Provincial  light  horse,  thirty  sea- 
men, and  twelve  pieces  of  field  artillery:  in  all, 
2800  men.*  The  Delawares  and  other  friendly 
Indians,  whose  services  were  unfortunately  so  lightly 
valued,  added  considerably  to  the  numbers  of  this 
formidable  body. 

Braddock  was  aware  that  the  French  garrison  of 
Fort  du  Quesne  only  numbered  200  men,  and 
earnestly  desired  to  advance  in  early  spring  with 
his  overwhelming  force,  but  by  an  unfortunate 
exercise  of  corrupt  influence  at  home  his  troops  had 
been  ordered  to  land  in  Virginia, — where  the  inhabi- 
tants, altogether   engrossed   with   the  culture  of 

*  MS.  Journal  of  Mc^jor- General  Sraddock'i  Expedition  agaimt 
Fort  du  QuttM,  1755.     Royal  Aitilleij  Libruy,  Woolwich. 
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tobacco,  were  unable  to  supply  the  necessary  pro* 
Tisdons  and  means  of  transport.  Had  they  been 
landed  in  the  agricaltural  State  of  Pennsylvania,  all 
demands  could  have  been  readily  supplied,  their 
march  shortened,  and  a  large  outlay  saved  to  the 
British  government.  When  the  general  found  that 
the  Virginians  could  not  meet  his  views,  he  made 
a  requisition  on  the  neighbouring  State  for  150 
wi^gons,  300  horses,  and  a  large  quantity  of  forage 
and  provuions;  these  were  readily  promised,  but 
not  a  tenth  part  arrived  at  the  appointed  time. 
His  disappointment  was,  however,  somewhat  miti- 
gated, by  a  small  supply  which  Mr.  Franklin  sent 
shortly  after  from  Philadelphia.  By  the  exertions 
of  this  energetic  man,  Braddock  was  at  length  fur- 
nidied  with  all  his  requisitions,'  and  then  prepared 
to  advance. 
The  unfortunate  selection  of  the  chief  of  this 

*  "  Hr.  Fnnklin  had  obaerred  that  Sir  John  St.  CUir'a  aniform 
(the  q(i>Ttenautei^geD«ral)  was  of  the  hosiar  kind,  and  this  gave  him 
ft  hint  which  he  imme^ately  improved :  he  caused  a  report  to  be 
propagated  among  the  Qermasi,  that  except  150  waggona  coold  he 
got  read;  and  sent  to  the  general  within  a  certain  time,  St.  Clair, 
who  was  a  hussar,  would  come  among  them,  and  take  awaj  what  he 
foond  by  force.  The  Germans,  baring  formerly  lived  under  despotic 
power,  knew  the  huBsara  too  well  to  doubt  their  serring  tbemselTOB, 
and  belieriog  that  Oenerol  St.  Clair  was  indeed  an  hussar,  thej  pro- 
vided, inst^^  of  150,  200  waggons,  and  sent  them  within  the  time 
that  Franklin  had  limited.  The  Pennejhanians  aiao  advanced  a 
fiirtber  snm  above  the  king's  bonnty,  and  sent  him  190  waggons 
more,  laden  with  a  ton  of  com  and  oats,  four  waggons  with  provistons 
and  wine  for  the  officers,  and  60  head  of  fine  cattle  for  the  army."— 
OtnUmum't  Magarine,  Anguat,  1755. 
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expedition  was,  howerer,  more  fatal  than  difficulty* 
or  delay ;  his  character  was  unsmted  for  such  a 
command  in  erery  point  except  that  of  personal 
courage ;  haughty,  self-suffident,  and  overbeaiing,  he 
estranged  the  good-will,  and  i^ected  the  counsel, 
of  Ms  Indian  and  Provindal  allies.^  His  troops  were 
harassed  hy  the  endeavour  to  enforce  a  formal  and 
rigid  discipline,  whicli  the  nature  of  the  serrice 
rendered  impracticable.  Through  the  tangled  and 
trackless  passes  of  the  All^hanies,  he  adhered  with 

>  •'  Those  who  hATB  ezpwieiKivd  only  the  sererities  and  duigen  of  % 
canipKigD  in  Europe  ckn  BCarcelf  form  an  idea  of  what  is  to  be 
done  and  endured  in  an  American  war.  In  an  American  campaign 
ererjthing  ia  torriblo, — the  faoe  of  the  coontiy,  the  climate,  the 
«iiemj.  There  ui  no  rsfireahment  for  the  healtii/  nor  relief  fw  the 
dck.  A  rast  inhoapitable  desert  anrrounda  the  troops,  where  Tietoriea 
are  not  dedure,  but  defeats  are  niinons,  and  aimple  death  is  the 
least  misfortune  that  can  happen  to  a  soldier.  This  forms  a  serriee 
jtruly  critiDal,  in  which  all  the  fiimncM  of  the  bodj  and  the  mind  is 
pnt  to  the  Borerest  trial,  and  all  the  exertions  of  courage  and  address 
are  called  oat.  If  the  ao^ons  of  these  rade  oampwgns  are  of  less 
dignitf ,  the  adventores  in  ihem  are  more  interesting  to  the  heart, 
and  more  amiuing  to  the  imagination  than  the  details  of  a  regular 
war."  (fivike.  Annual  Register,  1763.)  "  Tet  Adam  Smith  rattures 
to  assert,  in  the  plenitude  of  learned  ignorance  and  ingenioos  errvr, 
that  '  notUng  can  be  more  contemptible  than  an  Indian  war  in  North 
America.'  ....  Colonel  Bair^  who  had  served  in  America, 
declared  in  his  celebrated  speech  upon  American  taxation,  in  1765, 
that  the  Indians  were  as  enemies  'the  most  subtile  and  the  moat 
fornudable  of  an;  people  upon  die  foce  of  Qod's  earth.'  "— Graham's 
Eutory  of  the  United  Statei,  rol.  It.,  p.  448. 

'  "  You  will  see  .  .  .  the  condition  of  the  troops  in  this  countrj. 
partioularl;  that  of  tho  infamous  Free  Companies  of  Kew  York."— 
Letter /r<mGener<dBraddockb)CoJon^  Napier,  A^tOant-Qeiurat. 
Williamsbai^,  Feb.  24, 1754. 
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stubbom  bigotry  to  a  Bjstem  of  operations  only 
snited  to  the  open  plains  of  civiliaed  Europe.  But 
his  greatest  and  worst  error  was  to  demise  his  foe : 
in  qiite  of  the  warnings  of  the  Dnke  of  Cumber- 
land, his  patron  and  friend,  he  scorned  to  take 
precautions  agunst  the  dangerons  ambush  of  the 
American  savage. 

On  the  2&th.  Bf^or  Chi^anan,  with  600  men  and 
two  guns,  marched  from  the  camp :  Sir  John  St 
Glair,  qiuirtermaster-general,  some  engineers  and 
seamen  accompanied  this  detachment  to  clear  the 
roads  and  reconnoitre  the  countzy.  From  that  time 
tin  the  10th  of  June  an  incredible  amount  of  useleBS 
and  barasang  toil  was  wasted  in  widening  and 
lereUing  the  forest  paths,  and  erecting  unnecessarily 
elabonto  laidgesr  At  length,  on  the  10th,  Braddock 
followed  with  the  rest  of  his  army,  and  reached  the 
Little  Meadows  that  night,  a  distance  of  twen^-two 
miles.  In  spite  of  the  facOtties  afforded  hy  tiie 
labours  of  the  pioneevs,  great  difficulty  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  couTeyance  of  the  heavy  stores. 
During  the  route  still  to  be  jmrsoed,  whrao  no 
preparations  had  been  made,  greater  delays  were  to 
be  expected.  At  the  same  time  the  general  was 
stimulated  to  actirity  by  information  that  the 
French  soon  expected  a  rmforcement  at  Fort  du 
Qneme,  <^  600  r^^nlar  troops :  with  more  d  enetgy 
than  he  had  yet  displayed,"  he  selected  1200  men, 

■  "  The  Dnke  (fd  CoiabwUnd),  nho  U  now  the  Boid  of  the  ngencj, 
ia  Bmch  dUutiifiwl  *t  the  iIowimbs  td  Qeoani  Bnddwk,  who  dow 
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and  taking  also  ten  guns,  the  seamen  and  some 
indispensable  sapplies  of  provisions  and  ammunition, 
he  pushed  boldly  on  into  the  pathless  and  almost 
unknown  solitudes  of  the  Alleghanies.  Colonel 
Dunbar,  with  the  rest  of  the  army  and  the  heavy 
luggage,  followed  as  they  best  might. 

To  trace  the  unfortunate  Braddock  through  his 
tedious  march  of  130  miles  would  be  wearisome  and 
unnecessary.  His  progress  was  retarded  by  useless 
labours  in  making  roads,  or  rather  tracks,  and  yet 
no  prudent  caution  was  observed;  he  persisted  in 
reusing  or  neglecting  the  offers  of  the  Provincials 
and  Indians  to  scour  the  woods  and  explore  the 
passes  in  his  front*  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  other 
British  officers  ventured  to  remonstrate  in  strong 
terms  against  the  dangerous  carelessness  of  the 
march,  but  their  instances  seemed  only  to  confirm 
the  obstinate  determination  of  the  general.  Wash- 
ington, who  acted  as  hb  aide-de-camp,  also  urged  an 
alteration  of  arrangement,  and  with  such  vehement 
pertinacity  that  the  irritated  chief  ordered  his 
Yirfiiman  companies  to  undertake  the  inglorious 
duties  of  the  rear-guard. 

not  marcli  u  if  he  was  at  oil  impatient  to  be  scalped.  It  is  o^d  for 
bim  that  he  has  had  bad  guides,  that  the  roads  ara  eicceedinj^j 
difficult,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  drag  as  much  artillery  u  ha 
doest  This  is  not  the  first  time,  as  witness  in  Hawley,  that  the  dnke 
-haa  found  that  brutality  did  not  necessarily  constitute  a  generaL 
Braddock  is  a  very  Iroquois  in  dlsposltJou." — Walpole's  ij«((tfri  to  iS'tr 
E.  Mann,  Aug.  21,  1755. 

*  "  Want  of  intelligence  and  reconnoitriog  parties  was  tlie  sola 
cause  «f  defeat." — Qeoeral  Kane's  Mil  Bitt.of  Great  Britamto  1757. 
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M.  de  ContreccBur,  commandant  of  Fort  du  Quesne, 
had  received  information  of  all  Braddock's  move- 
ments from  the  Indians ;  with  the  view  of  embar- 
rassing the  English  advance  rather  than  of  offering 
any  serious  resistance,  he  dispatched  M.  de  Beaujeu. 
with  250  of  the  marine,  or  colony  troops,  towards 
the  line  of  march  which  Braddock  was  expected  to 
take ;  this  detachment  was  afterwards  strengthened 
by  about  600  Indians,  principally  Outamacs,  and  the 
united  force  tool^  up  a  favourable  pwition  where 
the  undowood  and  long  grass  concealed  them  from 
the  ^proaching  enemy. 

Intelhgence  of  a  contradictory  nature  as  to  the 
8b«ngth  and  movements  of  the  French  had  been 
eveiy  day  carried  to  the  unfortunate  Braddodi  by 
Indians  professing  to  be  his  Mends,  and  by  doubly 
traitorous  d^erters.  Still,  under  a  fatal  conviction 
of  security,  he  had  ptursued  his  march,  meeting  with 
DO  interruption,  except  in  taking  "  eight  or  nine  scalps, 
a  number  much  inferior  to  expectation."  On  the 
8tb  of  July,  following  the  winding  course  which  the 
difficulty  of  the  country  rendered  necessary,  he 
crossed  the  Monongahela  River,  encamped  upon  the 
bank  at  the  opposite  side  from  Fort  du  Quesne, 
and  sent  Sir  John  St  Clair  forward  to  reconnoitre 
the  enemy's  fort.  The  quartermaster-general  was 
success^  in  attaining  the  desired  information :  he 
reported  that  the  defences  were  of  timber,  and  that 
a  small  eminence  lay  close  by,  from  whence  red-hot 
shot  could  easUy  be  thrown  upon  the  wooden 
parapets. 
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At  seven  in  the  morning  of  the  9tb  of  July,  an 
advance  gnard  of  400  men  under  Colonel  Gage^ 
pushed  on  and  took  possesaicn  of  the  fords  of  the 
river,  where  it  was  necesaary  to  recross,  unopposed, 
but  somewhat  alarmed  by  the  ominous  appearance 
of  a  few  Indiana  among  the  neighbouring  thickets. 
A  little  before  mid-day  the  main  body  b^^  to 
cross  the  broad  stream  with  "  colours  flying,  drums 
beating,  and  fifes  playing  the  Grenadiers'  March;" 
they  formed  rapidly  on  the  opponte  side,  and  not 
having  been  interrupted  in  ihe  difficult  poss^e, 
recommenced  their  march  in  presnmptuons  security. 
Three  guides  and  six  li^t  horsemen  led  the  way 
towards  Fort  du  Quesne,  throu^  an  open  space  in 
the  forest,  followed  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  44th 
and  48th :  flanking  parties  skirted  the  edge  of  the 
woods  on  both  sides.  The  44th  re^iiment  succeeded 
with  two  guns,  behind  them  were  the  48th  with  the 
rest  of  the  artilloy  and  the  general :  the  Virginian 
companies  in  unwilling  obedience,  sullenly  brought 
up  the  rear.  In  this  order  they  advanced  with  as 
much  r^ularity  as  the  rou^  road  permitted ;  wh«i 
within  sevesi  miles  of  the  fort  thiey  left  a  steep 
conical  hill  to  the  right,  and  directed  their  march 
upon  the  extr^nity  of  the  open  space,  where  the 
path  dis^peared  between  the  thickly  wooded  banks 
of  a  small  brook :  so  far  all  went  well. 

At  length  the  guides  and  the  light  horse  entered 
the  "  bush"  in  front  and  descended  the  slope  towards 
the  stream,  while  a  number  of  axonen  set  vigor- 
ously to  work  felling  the  trees  and  clearing  the 
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underwood  for  the  advance  of  the  army,  the  grena* 
diers  acting  as  a  corering  party.  Suddenly  from  the 
dark  ravine  in  front  flashed  out  a  deadly  volley, 
and  before  the  rattle  of  the  musketry  bad  ceased 
to  echo,  tfaree-ibmtha  of  the  British  advance  lay 
dead  fuid  dying  on  the  ground.  The  French  had 
coolly  taken  aim  fixun  their  unseen  position,  and 
singled  out  the  <^3cerB  with  &tal  effect,  for  every 
one  was  killed  or  wounded  in  that  first  discharge ; 
only  two  and  twenty  of  the  grenadiers  remained 
mitouched,  they  hastily  fired  upon  the  copse  con- 
tuning  Uieir  still  invinble  foes,  then  turned,  and 
fled.  One  of  these  random  shots  struck  down 
the  French  chief  de  Beaiyeu,  and  for  a  short  time 
chedced  the  enrany's  triumph ;  he  was  dressed  like 
an  Indian,  hut  wore  a  large  gor^ton  to  denote  his 
rank ;  at  the  moment  of  his  death  he  was  waving 
his  hat  and  cheering  his  men  on  at  a  running  pace. 
Braddock  instantly  advanced  the  44th  regiment 
to  succour  the  front,  and  endeavoured  to  deploy 
upon  the  open  space,  but  simultaneously  on  all 
sides  from  the  thick  covert,  burst  the  war-whoop 
of  the  Indians,  and  a  deadly  fire  swept  away 
the  head  of  every  formation.  The  44th  staggered 
and  hesitated ;  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  his  son,'  a 

*  "  Aft«r  the  saoeeuful  expedition  against  Fort  da  Qnetne  in  1758, 
fienenl  Foibea  resolred  to  aeareh  &x  the  rehtn  of  Braddaek'e  army. 
Ai  the  Enropean  eiJdien  were  not  bo  w«U  qualified  to  explore  the 
foreflte.  Captain  Weat,  the  dder  brother  of  Benjamin  Wert  the 
painter,  was  appcnnted,  with  his  oompanj  of  American  Sharpshooters, 
to  Must  in  the  execution  of  tlus  dntj ;  and  a  partj  of  Indians  were 
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lieutenant  in  the  regiment,  while  chemng  them  on; 
were  shot  dead  side  hy  side ;  Braddock's  horse  was 
killed  and  two  of  his  aides-de-camp  wounded ;  the 

reqneeited  to  conduct  bim  to  die  places  where  the  bones  of  the  t\tia 
Tere  lilelj  to  be  found.  In  diis  solemn  and  affecting  duty,  Mvaral 
officers  belonging  to  the  42nd  regiment  accompanied  the  detachment, 
and  with  them  Uajor  Sir  Peter  Ealket,  who  had  lost  his  father  and 
brother  in  the  fatal  deBtruc^on  of  the  army.  It  might  hare  been 
thought  a  hopeless  task  that  he  should  be  able  to  discriminate  their 
remaiiA  from  the  common  relics  of  the  other  soldiers  ;  but  he  was 
induced  to  think  otherwise,  as  one  of  the  Indian  warriors  assured 
him  that  he  had  seen  an  officer  fall  near  a  remarkable  tree,  which  be 
thou^t  be  eonld  still  discorer  i  informing  him,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  iDcident  was  impressed  on  his  memory  by  observing  a  young 
BubaJtem,  who,  in  running  to  the  officer's  assistance,  was  also  shot 
dea<l  on  his  reaching  the  spot,  and  fell  across  the  other's  body.  The 
Uajor  had  a  mournful  conviction  in  his  own  mind  that  these  two 
officers  vere  his  father  and  brother ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  chiefly 
owning  to  his  anxiety  on  the  subject  that  this  pious  expedition,  the 
second  of  the  kind  that  is  on  record,  was  undertaken.  Captain  West 
and  his  companions  proceeded  through  the  woods  and  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  towards  the  scene  of  the  battlci  The  Indians  regarded 
the  expedition  as  a  religious  service,  and  guided  the  troops  with  awe. 
^d  in  profound  silence.  The  soldiers  were  affected  with  sentiments 
not  less  serious  ;  and  as  they  explored  the  bewildering  labyrinths  of 
those  vast  forests,  their  hearts  were  often  melted  with  inexpressible 
sorrow  ;  for  they  frequently  fonnd  skeletons  lying  across  the  trunks 
of  fallen  trees — a  monmful  proof  to  their  imaginations  that  the  men 
who  sat  there  had  perished  of  hunger  in  vainly  attempting  to  find 
their  way  to  the  plantations.  Sometimes  their  feelings  were  raised 
to  the  ntmost  pitch  of  horror,  by  the  sight  of  skulls  and  hones  scattered 
on  the  ground,  a  certain  indication  that  the  bodies  had  been  devoured 
hy  wild  beasts  ;  and  in  other  places  they  saw  the  blackneBS  of  ashes 
amid  the  relics,  the  tremendous  evidence  of  atrocious  rites.  At 
length  they  reached  a  turn  of  the  river,  not  far  from  the  principal 
scene  of  destruotion  ;  and  the  Indian  who  remembered  the  death  of 
the  two  officers  stopped  :  the  detachment  immediately  halted.     He 
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artjlleiy,  although  without  orders,"  pressed  to  the 
front,  and  their  leading  guns  plied  the  thickets  with 
grape  and  canistef,  but  in  a  few  minutes  all  the 
oflficers  and  most  of  the  gunners  were  stretched 
bleeding  on  the  field.  The  broken  remnant  of  the 
grenadiers  who  had  formed  the  advance,  now  fell 
back  upon  the  disordered  line  and  threw  it  into 
utter  confusion. 
With  stubborn  purpose  and  useless  courage  the 

tiien  looked  round  in  qaest  of  Bome  object  which  might  recall  dift- 
tinctlf  his  recollsction  of  the  ground,  and  snddenly  darted  into  the 
vood.  The  Boldiera  rested  their  nrma  without  speaking,  a  Hhrill  crj 
waa  Boon  after  heard  ;  and  the  other  guides  made  aigiui  for  the  troops 
to  follow  them  towards  the  spot  &om  which  it  came.  In  a'  short  time 
they  reached  the  Indian  warrior,  who,  by  his  crj,  announced  to  his 
companions  that  he  had  fonnd  the  place  where  he  was  posted  on  the 
day  of  battle.  As  the  troops  approaehed,  he  pointed  to  the  tree 
nnder  which  the  officers  had  fallen.  Captain  West  halted  his  men 
round  the  spot,  and,  with  Sir  Peter  Ealket  and  the  other  officers, 
formed  a  circle,  while  the  Indians  remored  the  leaves  which  thickly 
covered  the  ground.  (The  leaves  of  three  seasons).  The  skeletons 
irere  found,  os  the  Indian  expected,  lying  acToas  each  other.  The 
officers  having  looked  at  them  for  some  time,  the  Major  s^d  that  as 
his  father  had  an  artificial  tooth,  he  thought  he  might  be  able  to 
ascertain  if  they  were  indeed  his  bones  and  those  of  his  brother. 
The  Indians  were  therefore  ordered  to  remove  the  skeleton  of  the 
youth,  and  to  bring  to  view  that  of  the  old  officer.  This  was  done, 
and  after  a  short  examination.  Major  Halket  exclaimed,  *  It  is  my 
father !  *  and  fell  hack  into  the  arms  of  bis  compamons.  The 
pioneers  then  dug  a  grave,  and  the  bones  being  laid  in  it  together,  a 
Highland  plaid  was  spread  over  them,  and  they  were  interred  with 
the  cnstomary  honours." — Qalt's  Life  of  Weit, 

*  "  The  whole  was  in  disorder,  and,  it  is  said,  the  genra^l  himself, 
though  exceedingly  brave,  did  not  retain  all  the  tangfrind  that  was 
necessary." — Walpole's  Letters  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  Augnst  28, 
1755. 
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general  Btrove  to  refona  his  ruined  ranks ;  most  c^ 
tiie  officers  nobly  stood  by  him.  but  the  Boldira« 
were  seized  with  \mcontroIlable  terror ;  assailed  on 
erery  dde  by  foes,  unseen  save  when  &  savage 
rushed  out  from  his  woody  stronghold  to  tear 
the  scalp  from  some  &llen  Englishman,  tbey 
lost  all  order  and  fell  back  upon  the  48th,  which 
was  now  rapidly  advancing  to  their  aid  uod&c 
Colonel  Burton.  Braddock  with  these  fresh  troops 
made  several  desperate  efforts  to  gain  possession 
of  the  conical  hill,  from  whence  a  strong  body  of 
the  French  galled  him  intolerably,  but  his  well- 
drilled  ranks  were  broken  by  the  close  trees  and 
rocks,  and  shattered  by  the  flanking  fire  of  the 
Indians.  Again  and  again  he  endeavoured  to  rally 
the  now  panic-stricken  solders,  without,  however, 
any  effectual  movement  of  advance  or  retreat ;  his 
ill-judged  valour  was  vain,  the  carnage  increased, 
and  with  it  his  confusion.  At  length  after  having 
had  four  horses  diot  under  him,  while  still  encourag- 
faig  his  men,  a  bullet  shattered  his  arm  and  passed 
through  his  lungs;  the  luckless  but  gallant  chief 
was  placed  in  a  wa^^n  by  Colonel  Gage  and 
hurried  to  the  rear,  althoi^h  he  was  "  voy  soUcitoua 
tobeleftonthefield."^ 
The  remains  of  the  two  British  r^;iments  now 

'  MS.  Jowttal  of  ykfor-Otneral  Brad^hclfi  SwpedMim  agaimt 
ForU  du  Qt4MM,  175S ;  lU^  kfSiiBrj  libnuy,  Wodwioh. 

"  H«  vu  bonie  off  the  field  b;  lone  Mldien  wlum  hit  ude-de- 
eainp  hkd  bribed  to  that  ■errtoe  by  •  gninea  uid  %  bottie  of  ram  to 
each." — Lord  Mahon's  Sitt,  of  England,  toI.  ir.,  p.  70. 
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bn^  into  utter  diaonla  and  fled,  kaving  all  the 
artillery  and  baggage^  in  the  hands  of  ihe  enemy, 
and  worst  of  all,  many  of  tfaeir  Tounded  comradee, 
wira  were  scalped  by  tiie  Indians  vithoot  mercy. 
This  horrible  occnpation  and  the  plunder  of  the 
waggons,  fbr  s  time  intermpted  the  pursuers,  and 
enaUed  Colonel  Washington,  the  only  mounted 
officer  still  unwounded,  to  rally  the  Virginian  cont- 
paniee  who  had  as  y^  bonie  liftl^  share  in  the 
action;  he  succeeded  in  holding  the  banks  of  the 
Monongahela  River'  till  the  fiigitires  had  passed, 
and  tiien  himself  retired  in  tolerable  orda*.  One  of 
his  cf^>tams  was  Horatio  G«tes,  afterwards  Bur- 
goyne's  conqueror  in  the  revolutionary  war;  this 
young  (rffioer  diBtingnished  himself  by  courage  and 
conduct  in  the  retieat,  and  was  cairied  from  the 
field  sererdy  wounded. 

The  routed  army  fled  all  through  tiie  night  and 

'  "  Among  the  roBt,  the  general's  oabinet,  with  all  his  lettov  and 
{nstractionB,  which  the  Prench  court  afterwards  made  great  nM  of  in 
thor  printed  manifestoes," — Smollett's  Hi$t.  of  England,  jd.  ii!., 
p.  448  ;  Belsham,  vol.  il.,  p.  369. 

*  "  Major  Washington  aoqidred  on  (hii  oocaidon,  In  the  midst  of 
defeat,  the  hononrs  and  laorels  of  T{ctorj,"~BelBham,  vcJ.  u., 
p.  369. 

"  They  had  seen  a  chosen  army  from  that  coimtrj,  which,  reve- 
rendng  as  a  mother,  thej  had  fondlj  beGarad  invincible — an  army 
led  bj  a  chief  who  had  been  selected  from  a  crowd  of  trained  warrion 
for  luA  rare  mllitarj'  endowments,  disgracefully  routed  bj  a  handful  of 
Vrench  and  Indiana,  and  only  saved  from  annihilation  1)j  the  spirit 
and  coolness  of  a  Virginian  boy,  whose  riper  fame  has  since  diffused 
itself  with  the  steady  influence  of  moral  tmth  to  the  uttemoflt  confines 
of  Christendom," — Latt  of  the  Mohicant. 
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joined  Colonel  Dunbar  the  following  evening,  at  A 
distance  of  nearly  fifty  miles  from  the  scene  of  their 
defeat'  Braddock  ordered  that  the  retreat  should  be 
immediately  continued,  which  his  lieutenant  readily 
obeyed,  as  his  troops  were  infected  with  the  terror 
of  the  fugitive.  A  great  quantity  of  stores  were 
hurriedly  destroyed  that  the  wounded  oflBcers  and 
soldiers  might  have  transport,  and  the  remaining 
artillery  was  spiked  and  abandoned.  The  unfor- 
tunate general's  sufferings  incresBed  hourly,  aggra- 
vated  by  the  most  intense  mental  anguish ;  on  the 
12&  of  July,  conscious  of  the  approach  of  death, 
he  dictated  a  dispatch  acquitting  his  oficers  of  all 
blame,  and  recommending  them  to  the  favour  of  his 
country ;  that  night  his  proud  and  gallwit  heart 
ceased  to  beat.  His  dying  words  expressed  that 
astonishment  at  his  defeat,  which  had  continued  to 
the  last :  "  Who  would  have  thought  it !  we  shall 
know  better  how  to  deal  with  them  another  time."  ^ 

'  "  Though  the  enemy  did  not  ao  much  a«  attempt  to  punue,  aor 
even  appeared  in  aight,  either  in  the  battle  or  after  defeat.  On  the 
whole,  this  waa  perhaps  the  moat  eitraordinar;  victory  that  ever  waa 
obtained,  aud  the  farthest  flight  that  ever  waa  made." — Smollett's 
But.  of  England,  vol.  iii.,  p.  440. 

'  "  I  hare  already  girea  yon  aome  account  of  Braddock  ;  I  may 
complete  the  poor  man's  history  in  a  few  more  words.  He  onoe  hada 
duel  with  Colonel  Gumly,  Lady  Bath's  brother,  who  hod  been  his  great 
£iend  ;  as  they  were  going  to  engage,  Qomty,  who  had  good-humoor 
and  wit,  (Braddock  had  the  latter),  said,  '  Braddock,  you  are  a  poor 
dog !  here,  take  my  pnrae  ;  if  you  kill  me  yon  will  be  forced  to  run 
away,  and  then  you  wiU  not  have  a  ahiUing  to  support  you.'  Braddock 
refosed  the  pnrae,  iaaisted  on  the  duel,  was  disarmed,  and  would  not 
even  ask  Ma  life.  However,  vrith  all  hie  brutality,  he  has  lately 
been  governor  of  Gibraltar,  where  he  made  himself  adored,  and  where 
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May  he  sleep  in  peace !  With  sorrow  and  censure* 
but  not  with  shame,  let  his  name  be  registered  in  the 
crowded  roll  of  those  who  have  foim;ht  and  fiillen 
for  the  r^hts  and  honour  of  England. 

The  number  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  out 
of  this  small  army  amounted  to  896  men,  and  sixty- 
foor  officers,  as  appeared  by  the  returns  of  the 
different  companies  after  the  battle ;  some  few, 
indeed,  of  these  ultimately  re-appeared,  but  most  of 
the  wounded  and  missing  met  with  a  fate  far  more 
terrible  from  their  savage  enemies  tiian  a  soldier's 
death  upon  the  field.  Of  fifty- four  women  who  had 
accompanied  the  troops,  only  four  escaped  alive  from 
the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  campaign.  The 
French  on  the  other  hand  only  report  the  loss  of 
their  commander,  De  Beaiyeu,  and  sixty  men  ia 
this  astonishing  victory. 

On  Braddock's  death.  Colonel  Dunbar  fell  back 
with  disgraceful  haste  upon  Fort  Cumberland; 
nor  did  he  even  there  consider  himself  safe.  Despite 
the  intreaties  of  the  governors  of  Virginia,  Mary- 
land' and  Fem^ylvania,  that  he  would  remain 
to  protect  the  frontier,  he  continued  his  march  to 
Philadelphia,  leaving  only  a  small  garrison  of  two 
Provincial  companies  at  the  fort.  From  Philadelphia 
the  remains  of  the  army,  1600  strong,  was  shipped 

never  uijgOTernomas  endured  before.  Adion  !  Pk;  don't  let  an; 
detuhment  from  Pannoni's*  be  sent  agunat  us — ve  sbould  run 
ftwa,y."_W»lpole'B  Lettert  to  Sir  S.  Mann,  August  28,  1765. 

*  PuuiDiu'i  cofl^hoDM  of  tbc  FloTaDtlae  ootnlitj,  not  &miiiu  for  tLcir  eounge 

T4H.II.  F 


:i>y  Google 


60  THS  CONQOBST  OP  CANADA. 

for  Albany,  by  the  order  of  General  Siirley,  who 
had  Bucoeeded  to  the  command  of  the  British 
American  forccB. 

In  consequence  of  this  lamentable  defeat  and  ih& 
iqjudicious  withdrawal  of  the  rranaining  British 
troops,  the  western  borders  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  were  exposed  during  the  ensuing  winter 
to  tiie  ruthless  cruelties  of  the  vlctorions  savage 
and  the  scarcdy  less  ferocious  hostihtles  of  their 
European  allies.  The  French  not  only  incited  the 
Indians  to  these  as^fressions,  but  rewarded  them  by 
purchasing  their  hapless  captives  at  a  high  pricey 
and  in  turn  exacted  large  ransoms  for  the  prisoner^ 
release.  Their  pretence  was  to  rescue  the  EngUsh 
{rora  the  ttnture,  their  real  motire  gain,  and  the 
rendering  it  more  profitable  for  the  savages  to  hunt 
their  enemies  than  the  wild  anunals  of  t^  forest  - 

From  the  presumptuous  rashness  of  Braddock  and 
the  misconduct  of  the  44th  uid  4Sth  r^^ents,^ 

*  "  The  EoropeAB  tnjopB,  iihau  oowudioe  hu  thns  injured  their 
(WODtiy,  are  the  same  th&t  ran  avraj  at  Preston  Pana ;  to  prerent, 
however,  anj  unjust  national  refiexiona,  it  must  be  remarked,  that, 
tliough  thej  ore  called  Irish  regiments,  they  are  not  r^menta  of 
Irishmen,  but  regimenti  an  the  Irish  eataUiahment,  connsting  of 
EngUsh,  Irish,  and  Scotch,  as  other  regiments  do.  It  is,  hovever, 
sud  that  the  slaughter  atoong  our  officers  iras  not  made  by  the 
enemy ;  but  as  they  ran  sereral  fugitives  through  the  body  to  in- 
timidate the  rest,  when  they  were  attempting  in  vun  to  rally  them. 
Mine  others  who  expected  the  same  fate,  discharged  their  pistols  at 
them,  which,  though  loaded,  they  conid  not  be  brought  to  level  at  the 
French.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  alleged  that  the  defeat  is  owing 
more  to  presumption  and  want  of  conduct  in  the  officers  than  to 
cowardice  in  the  private  men ;  that  a  retreat  ought  to  have  been 
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follbii^ed  results  of  a  finr  deeper  importance  than  the 
loss  of  a  battle,  and  the  injuiy  of  a  remote  province. 
The  conviction  formerly  held  by  the  colonists  of  the 
superior  prowess  of  English  r^pilars,  was  seriously 
shakenif  not  destroyed,  and  the  licentious  and  violent 
conduct  of  Dunbar's  army  to  the  inhabitants,  durii^ 
the  retreat,  excited  a  wide-spread  feeling  of  hostility. 
"  They  are  more  terrible  to  us  than  to  the  enemy," 
said  the  discontented :  "  they  slighted  our  officers  and 
scorned  our  counsel,  and  yet  to  our  Virginians  they 
owe  their  escape  from  utter  destruction."  Some 
&r-sighted  and  ambitious  men  there  were  who, 
through  this  cloud  upon  the  British  arms,  with 
hope  espied  the  iirst  fiunt  rays  of  young  America's 
ascending  star. 

The  second  expedition,  set  on  foot  by  the  council 
at  Alexandria,  was  that  under  General  Shirley :  two 
Provincial  regiments,*  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal 
artillery  were  assembled  by  his  order  at  Albany,  to 
march  against  Niagara.^    All  the  young  men  who 

resolTed  upon  the  moment  tbej  foond  tbemaelres  mirpriBed  by  an 
amboBcade  ;  aod  tbat  tbej  were  told  by  the  men  wben  tbej  refused  to 
return  to  tbe  charge,  tbat  if  tbey  conld  see  tbetr  enemj  tiiej  would 
fight  biin,  but  that  they  would  not  waato  their  ammuniUon  agunst 
trees  and  bushes,  nor  stand  exposed  to  iuTiaible  assulants,  the  French 
and  Indian  Rangers,  who  are  excellent  marksmen,  and  in  such  a 
situation  would  inevitahly  destroy  any  number  of  the  best  troops  in 
the  world." — Genthman'i  Magazine,  August,  1755. 

*  "  The  American  regulars,  consisting  of  Shirley's  and  Fepperel'a 
regiments,  constituted  the  principal  force  relied  ou  for  the  reduction 
of  Niagara."— Marshall's  Life  of  WwsUngU/n,  vol.  i.,  p.  308. 

*  "  The  fort  of  Niagara  had  been  repaired  by  the  French  in  1741, 

p2 
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had  been,  during  more  peaceful  tim«,  occupied  by 
the  fur  trade  in  the  neighbouring  country,  were 
engaged  to  man  the  numerous  batteaux  for  the 
transport  of  the  troops  and  stores  to  Oswego.  Part 
of  the  f(ffce  commenced  their  westward  journey  in 
the  banning  of  July,  and  the  remainder  were  pre- 
paring to  follow,  when  the  disastrous  news  of  Brad- 
dock's  ruin  reached  the  camp.  This  sbmck  a  damp 
upon  tixe  undisciplined  Provincial  troops,  and 
numbers  deserted  their  colours,  while  the  indis- 
pensable batteaux-men**  nearly  all  fled  to  their 
homes,  and  resisted  alike  threats  and  intreaties  for 
their  return.  The  general,  howeTer,  still  vigorously 
pushed  on,  with  all  the  force  he  could  keep  together. 
Great  hopes  had  been  formed  of  the  assistance  likely 
to  be  rendered  to  the  expedition  by  the  powerful 
confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations,  but  these  politic 
savages  showed  no  inclination  to  trust  to  the  then 

jn  consequence  of  the  ftppreheDBion  thej  felt  thtt  the  tnuUng-hoase 
Oswego  just  eatSihliBhed  by  the  English  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Onondaga 
river,  would  deprive  them  of  a  profitable  trade,  and  of  the  command 
of  the  Lalu  Ontario." — Marehall'i  lAfe  of  WtuhingUm,  vol.  i., 
p.  286. 

■'  This  fort  was  in  other  regpects  a  v&tj  important  post,  for  the 
Lakes  are  so  disposed  that,  without  a  somewhat  hazardous  voyage, 
one  cannot  any  otherwise  than  by  Niagara  Fort,  pass  from  Uie  north- 
east to  the  Bouth-wost  of  Korth  America  for  nuuiy  hnndred  miles." — 
Neus  Military  Dtettionary,  London,  1760. 

*  "  Batteaux  are  a  kind  of  light  flat-bottomed  boats,  widest  in  the 
middle  and  pointed  at  each  end,  of  about  fifteen  hundred  weight 
burden,  and  managed  by  two  men,  called  battean-men,  vrith  paddles 
and  setting  poles,  the  rivers  being  in  many  places  too  narrow  to  admit 
of  oars."— Smollet's  ffirt.  of  England,  vol.  iii.,  p.  457. 


itizecoy  Google 


THB  CONQDEar  07  CASADA.  69 

doubtful  foituoes  of  the  British  ooloaiea,  and  eren 
remonstrated  against  the  transit  of  their  territories 
by  the  army,  alleging  that  the  Oswego  fort  was 
established  and  tolerated  by  them  as  a  trading-post,^ 
but  not  as  a  place  of  arms  for  hostile  purposes. 
After  having  imdergone  considerable  hardships,  and 
OTercome  great  difficulties,  Shirley  reached  Oswego 
by  the  18th  of  August:"  his  whole  force,  however, 
had  not  arrived  till  the  end  of  the  month.  Want 
of  supplies,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  defeated 

^  "  Ur.  Burnet,*  gorernor  of  New  Tork  and  Neir  Jenej,  deemod 
it  am  object  of  great  magnitude  to  obtain  the  command  of  Lake 
Ontario ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  plan  he  had,  in  1722,  erected  a 
tradiog-honae  at  Oswego,  in  the  countiy  of  the  Senecu,  which  soon 
became  of  conaiderable  importance.  After  laefiectoal  remonstrances, 
both  in  America  and  in  Europe,  ag^nst  the  re-establiahment  of 
Kiagara  Port,  GoTemor  Burnet,  to  countervail  as  much  as  possible 
its  affects,  erected  at  his  own  expense  a  fort  at  Oawego." — Marshall's 
Ufe  of  TTofAin^tpn,  toI.  it.,  p.  287. 

'  "  The  preparations  for  General  Shirlej's  expedition  against 
ITiagara  were  not  only  deficient,  but  shamefully  slow  ;  though  it  was 
well  known  that  eren  the  posubilltj  of  his  success  must  in  a  great 
measure  depend  upon  his  setting  ont  early  in  the  year,  as  will  appear 
to  any  person  who  coouders  the  situation  of  our  fort  at  Oswego,  this 
being  the  only  way  by  which  he  oould  proceed  to  Niagara.  Oswc^ 
lies  on  the  Boulli-«ast  ude  of  Lake  Ontario,  near  300  miles  almost 
doe  west  from  Albany,  in  New  York.  The  way  to  it  from  thence, 
though  long  and  tedious,  is  the  more  conTeoient,  as  the  far  greater 
part  of  it  admits  of  water-carriage  by  the  Hohawk  river.  Wood's 
Creek,  Lake  Ondda,  and  the  River  Onondaga,  which,  after  a  coarse 
t^  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  unites  with  the  BJver  Seneca,  and  their 
united  streams  run  into  the  Lake  Ontario,  at  the  [Jace  where  Oswego 
F<»i  is  utaated." — Smollett,  toI.  iii.,  p.  458. 

■  HawutlwMaofniAapBniMt, 
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his  intention  of  attat^ng  Niagara  that  year.  On 
the  24th  of  October  he  withdrew  from  the  shores 
of  Lake  Ontario,  without  having  accomplished 
anything  of  the  slightest  importance ;  leaving 
700  men  under  Colonel  Mercer  to  complete  and 
occupy  the  defences  of  Osw^o,  and  those  of  a  new 
fort  to  be  called  Fort  Ontario,  he  retraced  the 
difficult  route  to  his  old  quarters  at  Albany." 

The  expedition  against  Crown  Point  was  the  last 
in  commencement  of  those  planned  by  the  council 
at  Albany,  but  the  first  in  success.  By  the  advice 
of  Shirley,  the  command  was  intrusted  to  William 
Johnson.*  an  Irishman  by  birth.    This  remarkable 

'  "  Tbough  repeated  advice  had  been  received  that  the  Franoh 
bad  there  at  least  1000  men  at  thai  fort  d  Frmtenac,  on  the  aanw 
lake  ;  and  what  naa  atiU  worae,  the  new  forte  (that  of  Ontario,  and  a 
new  fort  bearing  the  same  name  as  the  old,  Oawego)  were  not  ^et 
completed,  but  left  to  be  finished  by  the  hard  lahoor  of  Colonel 
Ueroer  and  his  little  gamsou  ;  with  the  addition  of  this  melancholy 
circumstance,  that  if  besieged  during  the  winter,  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  Us  friends  to  come  to  his  assistance." — Smollett's  JSiwt. 
<(f  England,  vol.  iii.,  p.  461. 

'  BuBsell's  Modern  Europe,  vol.  iii.,  p.  279. 

"  The  justly  celebrated  Sir  William  Johnson  held  an  office  difficult 
both  to  define  and  eiecute.  He  might,  indeed,  be  called  the  Tribun* 
of  the  Five  Nations  ;  their  claims  he  asserted,  their  rights  he  pro- 
tected, and  over  their  minds  he  possessed  a  greater  sway  than  any 
individual  bad  ever  attained.  He  was  an  uncommonly  t^,  well* 
made  man,  with  a  fine  countenance,  which,  moreover,  had  rather  aa 
«ipresu(ai  of  dignified  sedateness,  approaehing  to  melancholy.  He 
speared  to  be  taciturn,  nerer  watting  words  on  matters  of  no  import- 
ance, hut  highly  eloquent  where  the  oecation  sailed  forth  his  powara. 
He  possessed  intuitive  sagacity,  and  the  most  entire  command  of 
temper  and  of  countenance.     He  did  by  no  means  lose  sight  of  his 
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man  bad  emigrated  to  New  York  at  an  early  age, 
and  by  unconunon  gifts  of  mind  and  body,  united 
to  ardent  ambition,  had  risen  from  the  condition  of 
a  private  soldi^,  to  wealth,  consideration,  and  a  seat 
at  the  council-board  of  his  adopted  country.  For 
eome  years  he  had  been  settled  on  the  fertile  banks 
of  the  Mohawk  river,  where  he  had  built  two  hand- 
some residences,  and  acquired  a  large  estate.     He 

own  intereat,  bot  on  the  contrary  rained  bimaelf  to  power  and  woalth 
Id  an  opea  and  active  manner  ;  not  disdaining  an;  honourable  meana 
of  benefiting  bimself.  He  built  two  spacious  and  conTenient  places- 
of  reaidence  on  the  Mohawk  riYcr,  known  afterwards  bj  the  name 
of  JohnaoB  Castle  and  Johnson  Hall.  The  Hall  was  his  summer 
r^dence.  Here  this  singular  man  lived  like  a  little  sovereign  ;  kept 
an  excellent  table  for  strangers  and  officers,  whom  the  course  of  their 
dotj  now  frequently  led  into  these  wilds  ;  and  b;  confiding  entirel; 
in  the  Indians,  and  treating  them  with  unwearied  Imth  and  justice, 
vitbont  ever  jrielding  to  solicitation  that  be  hod  once  refused,  bo 
taught  tbem  to  repose  entire  confidence  in  him.  So  perfect  was  his 
dependanoe  on  those  people,  whom  his  fortitude  and  other  mnnlj 
virtnes  had  attached  to  bim,  that  when  they  returned  from  their 
■nmmer  exeuruons,  and  exchanged  the  last  year's  fnra  for  fire-arms, 
&c>,  they  osed  to  pass  a  few  days  at  the  CEcstle,  when  his  family  and 
most  of  his  domestics  were  down  at  the  Hall,  There  they  were 
all  liberally  entertained  by  Sir  William;  and  SOU  of  tbem  have 
been  known,  for  nights  together,  after  drinking  pretty  freely,  to  lie 
around  bim  on  the  ground,  while  he  was  the  only  white  person  in  a 
house  containing  great  quantities  of  eveiytbing  that  was  to  then\ 
TaloabJie  or  desirable.  Sir  William  thus  united  in  his  mode  of  life, 
the  calm  nrbocity  of  a  liberal  and  eitensive  trader,  with  the  splendid 
bospitality,  the  numerous  attendance,  and  the  plain,  though  dignified 
maimers  of  an  ancient  baron,"'.— Memoir j  of  an  Attterican  Ladjfr 
Toi.  ii.,  p.  61. 

Sir  William  Jobnaoa  was  regularly  appointed  and  paid  by  gorern- 
nest  aa  Superinteodant  of  Indian  affairs. 
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associated  himself  intimately  with  the  Indians  of 
the  Five  Nations,  learned  their  language,  halnte,  and 
feelings,  and  gained  their  affection  and  respect.  In 
war,  he  was  their  chief  and  leader ;  in  peace,  the 
persevering  advocate  of  their  rights  and  interests. 
Accordingly,  when  called  to  the  command  of  tiie 
army,  Hendrick,  a  Mohawk  sachem,  and  300  warriors 
of  that  tribe,  followed  him  to  the  camp. 

General  Johnson  had  never  seen  a  campaign,  his 
troops  had  never  seen  an  enemy,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  companies  that  had  shared  the  glories  of 
Louisburg,  but  his  abihty  aud  courage,  and  their 
ze^  aud  spirit,  served  instead  of  experience.  To 
this  force  was  intrusted  the  most  difficult  under- 
taking in  the  chequered  campaign,  and  it  alone 
gained  a  share  of  honour  and  success. 

By  the  end  of  June,  6000  men,  the  hardy  militia 
of  the  northern  states,^  had  mustered  at  Albany 
under  Johnson's  command ;  he  soon  after  sent  them 
forward  with  Miyor-General  Lyman,  to  the  carrying- 

'  "Few  countries  could  produce  BQch  dexterous  marksmen,  or 
persona  so  veil  ((ualified  for  conquering  tbose  nntursl  obitacles,  of 
thick  vooda  and  Bw&mps,  which  wonld  at  once  baffle  the  most  deter- 
mined European.  Not  only  were  they  strong  of  limb,  swift  of  foot, 
and  excellent  marksmen,  the  hatchet  was  as  familiar  to  them  as  the 
musket ;  in  short,  when  means  or  argumenta  conld  be  used  powerful 
enough  to  collect  a  people  so  uncontrolled  and  so  uncontrollable,  and 
when  beaded  by  a  leader  whom  they  loved  and  trusted,  a  well-armed 
body  of  New  York  Provincials  had  nothing  to  dread  but  an  ague  w 
an  ambuscade,  to  both  of  which  they  were  much  exposed  on  the 
bsfika  of  the  Lakes,  and  amidat  the  swampy  forests  they  had  to  pene- 
trate in  pursuit  of  an  enemy." — Memoiri  of  an  American  Ladjf, 
TOL  i.,  p.  203. 
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jAace  between  Lake  Geoi^  and  the  Hudson  river, 
raxty  miles  in  adrance;  here  they  established  a  post 
called  Fort  Edward,  in  a  strong  position,  while  the 
artillery,  provisions,  and  boats  for  the  campwgn, 
were  being  prepared  under  the  general's  eye.  To- 
wards t^e  end  of  August,  Johnson  joined  his  army 
at  the  carrying-place,  and  proceeded  to  the  southa*n 
extremity  of  Lake  George,  leaving  Colonel  Blan.> 
chard  with  300  men  to  garrison  the  newly  erected 
fort. 

Here  all  the  Indian  scouts  brought  the  news  that 
the  French  had  intrenched  themselves  at  Ticon.> 
der<^  on  the  promontory  between  the  Lakes  George 
and  Ghamplain,  but  that  the  works  were  still 
incomplete.  Johnson  promptly  prepared  for  the 
offensive ;  soon,  however,  his  plans  were  changed  by 
the  news  of  Baron  Dieskau's  arrival  on  the  Lake 
with  a  considerable  force  of  regular  troops  from 
Old  France.  The  well  known  ability  and  courage 
of  the  enemy,  together  with  his  formidable  force, 
alarmed  Johnson  for  the  safety  of  the  British  settle- 
ments; he  therefore  immediately  dispatched  an 
earnest  intreaty  for  reinforcements  to  the  provincial 
govffl*nments,  who  loyally  responded  to  the  at^peal, 
but  the  danger  had  passed  before  their  aid  reached 
the  scene  of  action. 

Baron  Dieskau  had  been  ordered  to  reduce  the 
Fort  of  Oswego  on  Lake  Ontario,  as  the  primary 
object  of  his  campaign,  but  on  hearing  that  a 
British  force  was  in  motion  upon  Lake  George,  he 
detennined  first  to  check  or  destroy  them,  and 
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pressed  on  rapidly  against  Johnson,  with  2000 
men  chiefly  Canadians  and  Indians.  The  English 
chief  was  apprised  of  this  movement,  but  could 
form  no  estimate  of  the  enemy's  strength,  his  savage 
informants  being  altogether  ignorant  of  the  science 
of  numbers:  he  nevertheless  made  every  possible 
preparation  for  defence,  and  warned  Colonel  Blan- 
cfaard  to  concentrate  all  his  little  force  within  the 
fort ;  that  officer  was,  however,  slain  in  the  mean 
time,  by  an  advance  party  of  the  French. 

Johnson  now  summoned  a  council  of  war,  which 
recommended  the  rash  step  of  dispatching  a 
force  of  1000  men  and  the  Mohawk  Indians  to  chedc 
the  enemy ;  Colonel  Ephnum  Williams  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  detachment.  Hardly  bad  they 
advanced  three  miles  from  the  camp  when  suddenly 
they  w^e  almost  8urroui)ded  by  the  Fi-ench,  and 
after  a  gallant  but  hopeless  combat,  utterly 
routed,  with  the  loss  of  their  leader,  Hendrick  the 
Indian  <Msi,  and  many  of  the  men.  The  victors, 
although  they  had  also  suffered  in  the  sharp  en- 
counter, pursued  with  spirit,  till  checked  near  the 
camp  by  Colonel  Cole  and  300  men,  sent  by  Johnson 
in  the  direction  of  the  firing.  By  this  delay  the 
British  were  enabled  to  strengthen  their  defences, 
and  to  recover,  in  some  measure,  from  the  confusion 
of  their  disaster.  The  most  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
officers  were  needed  to  overcome  the  panic  caused 
by  Williams's  defeat  and  death,  and  by  their  ignor- 
ance of  the  advandng  enemy's  force. 

After  a  brief  pause,  Dieekau  made  a  spdrited 
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attack  upon  the  British  mtrenchmeats,  hut  his 
Canadians  and  Indians  w^e  suddenly  checked  by 
Johnson's  guns;'  they  at  once  gave  way,  and 
inclining  to  the  right  and  left,  contented  themselves 
with  keeping  up  a  harmless  fire  on  the  flanks  of  the 
works.  The  French  regulars,  however,  bravely 
maintfuned  their  ground,  although  surprised  by  the 
strength  of  Johnson's  position,  and  damped  by 
^ding  it  armed  with  artillery.  But  they  could  not 
long  bear  the  brunt  alone;  after  several  gallant 
attacks,  the  few  remaining  still  unhurt  also  dis- 
persed in  the  forest,  leaving  their  leader  mortally 
wounded  on  the  field.*  Early  in  the  action  General 
Johnson  bad  recdved  a  painM  wound,  and  was 
obliged  unwillingly  to  retire  to  bis  tent,  the  com- 

*  "  Onr  artilleT;  then  beg&n  to  pUf  m  them,  &Hd  vh  MTcd, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Eyre  ...  in  a  manner  very  advan- 
tageouB  to  his  character." — Letter  from  General  JoKnton  to  the 
Oovemor  of  N'ew  York.    Camp  at  Lake  George,  Sept.  9th,  1755. 

*  "  Jost  arriTod  from  Amwioa,  and  to  b«  seen  at  the  Nov  Yotk 
and  Cape  Breton  Coffee-hooM,  in  Sweetingt-alley,  from  12  till  3, 
and  from  i  tiU  6,  to  the  latter  end  of  next  week,  and  then  will 
embark  for  America  in  the  General  Wdib,  Captain  Boardman, 
»  famouK  Hohawk  Indian  Warrior  1 — the  same  person  who  took 
U.  Dieikan,  the  French  general.  prisoDW,  at  the  battle  oi  Lake 
George,  where  General  Johnaon  beat  the  French,  and  was  one  of  tJie 
said  general's  guards  ;  he  is  dressed  in  the  same  manner,  with  his 
native  Indians  when  thej  go  to  war  ;  his  face  and  body  painted,  with 
his  scalping  knife,  tom-axe,  and  oil  other  implements  of  war  that  ai« 
nsed  hj  the  Indians  in  battle.  A  Bight  w<Hihy  the  cnriositj  of  every 
true  Briton. 

"  Price  one  shSling  eooh  person. 

"  *■*  The  only  Indian  that  haa  been  in  England  unoe  the  reign 
of  Qneen  Anne." — Public  Advertiter,  1755. 
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mand  then  derolved  upon  Lyman,  who  pm^ned  the 
routed  enemy  for  a  short  distance  with  great 
slaughter.  The  French  loss  in  this  disastrous  action 
was  little  short  of  800  men,  and  their  r^ular 
troops  were  nearly  destroyed. 

The  Canadians  and  Indians,  who  had  fled  almost 
unharmed,  halted  that  evening  at  the  scene  of 
Williams's  defeat  to  scalp  the  dead  and  dying. 
Finding  they  were  not  molested  they  pr^iared  for 
rest  and  refreshment,  and  even  debated  upon  the 
renewal  of  the  attack.  The  heavy  loss  already 
sustained  by  the  English  (upwards  of  200  men),  and 
the  consequent  disorganisation,  prevented  them 
from  following  up  their  victory :  this  forced  inaction 
had  well  nigh  proved  the  destruction  of  120  men 
sent  from  Fort  Edward  to  their  aid  under  Captain 
Maf^nnis.  This  gallant  officer,  however,  had  secured 
his  march  by  evety  proper  precaution,  and  was 
warned  by  his  scouts  that  he  was  close  upon  the  spot 
where  the  still  formidable  enemy  was  bivouacked. 
He  promptly  formed  Ms  little  band,  and  sustained 
a  sharp  engagement  for  nearly  two  hours,  extii- 
cating  his  detachment  at  length  with  little  loss,  and 
much  honour  to  himself.  The  brave  young  man 
was,  however,  mortally  wounded,  and  died  three 
days  afterwards  in  Johnson's  camp.  The  remnant 
of  the  French  army  then  dispersed,  and  sought 
shelter  at  Ticonderoga.' 

'  "  There  ue  flying  reports  tliat  General  Johnson,  our  tadj  hero 
»t  present,  has  taken  Crown  Pinnt." — Walpcde's  LttUrt  to  Sir  H. 
Mam.  Dec.  4,  1755. 
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Though  the  hrilliance  of  this  success  was  obscnred 
by  the  somewhat  timid  inaction  that  followed,^  the 
consequences  were  of  great  importance.  The  English 
troops,  it  must  be  owned,  were  become  so  accus- 
tomed to  defeat  and  disaster,  that  they  went  into 
action  spiritless  and  distrustM.  Now  that  a 
formidable  force  of  the  enemy  had  yielded  to  their 
prowess,  confidence  began  to  rerlTe,  and  gradually 
strengthened  into  boldness.  Had  the  French  been 
BuccessAil  in  their  attack,  the  results  would  have 
been  most  disastrous  for  the  British  colonies; 
nothing  would  have  remained  to  arrest  thdr 
progress  into  the  heart  of  the  countzy,  or  stem  the 
tide  of  ruin  that  had  followed  on  their  track.  The 
value  of  this  unusual  triumph  on  the  .western  con- 
tinent was  duly  felt  in  England ;  a  baronetcy  by 
royal  favour,  and  a  grant  of  5000/.  by  a  grateM 
parliament,  rewarded  the  successM  general. 

General  Johnson  turned  his  attention  immediately 
after  the  battle  to  strengUien  tlie  pomtion  he  had 
successftilly  held  with  the  view  of  securing  the 
firontiers  from  hostile  incursion  when  he  should 
retire  into  winter  quarters.    The  fort  called  William 

*  "  Qeneral  Johiuon  complained  that  his  troops  seemed  impreued 
with  mpfvehensioiu  of  the  enenij,  A^tm  tbe  boldness  with  which  thej 
bad  been  attacled,  and  were  unwilling,  from  the  insufficiencj  of  their 
clothing,  want  of  pronsionB,  and  other  causes,  to  proceed  further  on 
tlia  eDterpnse ;  and  altlioagh  urged  b;  General  Shirley,  now  com- 
maoder-in-chief  (since  Braddook's  death),  to  attempt  Ticonderoga, 
area  that  object  woe  abandoned." — Marshall's  lAft  of  Wathington, 
ToL  L,  p.  318. 
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Henty'  was  forthwith  constnicted  by  his  ord^s; 
guns  were  mounted,  and  a  regiment  of  ProviDcial 
troops,  with  a  company  of  Rangos  left  to  garrison 
it  and  Fort  Edwud.  On  the  24th  of  Decembw 
Johnson  fell  hack  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  dis- 
persed the  remainder  of  his  army  to  their  respective 
provinces.  In  the  meantime,  Captain  Rogers,  a 
daring  and  active  officer,  made  repeated  demonstra- 
tions against  the  French  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Grown  Point,^  cut  off  many  of  their  detached  parties, 
and  obtained  constant  intelligence  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. By  these  means  it  was  known  that  the 
French  had  asaembled  a  force  of  no  less  than  2000 
men,  witii  a  proportion  of  utillery,  and  a  consider- 
able body  of  Indians,  at  Ticondemga ;  the  British 
were  therefore  obliged  to  use  every  vigilance  to 
secure  themselves  against  sudden  attack  from  their 
formidable  enenues,  and  to  hasten  by  all  means  in 
their  powo*  the  preparations  for  defence. 

The  fatal  consequences  of  the  unfortunate  Brad- 

'  "  Thflj  orected  a  little  stoek«d«d  fort  st  the  nether  end  of  Lftke 
George,  in  irluoh  ibej  left  •  Bmatl  gnrriion  ai  a  future  prej  for  tb* 
enemy,  a  misfortune  which  might  have  been  easily  foreseen." — 
Smollett,  Tol.  iii.,  p.  456. 

This  was  Fort  William  Henry.  Between  Lake  George  and  the 
River  Hudson,  twelve  miles  of  high  table-land  intervened;  at  ite 
extremity  was  the  portage  or  carrying-place  for  the  River  Hodaon. 
Here  Fort  Edward  had  been  erected  a  few  weeks  before. 

'  Crown  Point  was  called  Fort  Frederick  by  the  French.  It  waa 
Mtuated  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Champlain  or  Lake  Corlaer.  At 
fifteen  miles  diataoce,  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George,  tbe  Frendi 
were  now  beginning  to  fortify  the  post  of  Ticonderoga. 
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dock's  defeat  vere  rapidly  developed  in  the  south- 
western  frontiers.  The  French  were  aroused  by 
success  to  an  unusual  spirit  of  enterprise,  and, 
together  with  the  Indians,  they  carried  destruction 
into  the  remote  uid  scattered  hamlets  of  tiie  British 
eettlements.  To  put  an  end  to  these  depredations, 
the  goremment  of  Virginia  marched  500  men  to 
garrison  Fort  Gomberland,  uid  160  more  to  the 
Boutiion  branch  of  the  Potomac,  lately  the  scene 
of  a  cruel  massacre.  But  these  isolated  efforts 
■<xete  of  little  more  than  local  and  temporary  advan- 
tage; as  the  marauders  were  checked  or  baffled  in 
one  disiiict,  they  poured  with  increased  ferocity 
upon  another.  The  province  of  Pennsylvania  now 
became  their  foray-ground ;  and  the  inhabitants,  the 
foithAil  but  fanatic  men  of  peace,  actually  denied 
all  assistance  to  their  governor  for  defence,  and 
zealously  preached  against  any  warlike  preparations, 
recommending  patience  and  forbearance  as  the  best 
means  of  securing  thrar  properties  and  lives. 

This  fatal  delusion  was  not  even  dispelled  by  tide 
intelligence  that  1400  Indians  and  100  Frendi  were 
already  mustered  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna, 
only  eighty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  with  the  object 
of  ag^n  dividing  and  sweeping  the  whole  country 
in  Bep»ate  parties.  Soon  after,  news  arrived  that 
the  peacefVil  and  prosperous  settlement  of  Great 
Cove  was  utterly  destroyed,  and  all  the  inhabitanta 
massacred  or  carried  into  captivity.  Still  the  men 
of  peace  refused  to  use  the  arm  of  fle^.  The 
eph'ited  governor  in  vain  urged  the  necessity  of 
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action  upon  his  unmanageable  assembly,  till  the 
sudden  arrival  of  some  hundreds  of  ruined  fugitives 
strengthened  his  argument.  These  unfortunates 
crowded  to  the  State  House,  dragging  a  wag^n 
loaded  with  the  dead  and  mutilated  bodies  of  their 
friends  who  had  been  scalped  by  the  Indians  at  a 
place  only  sixty  miles  distant;  they  threw  the 
bleeding  corpses  at  the  door,  and  threatened  violence 
if  their  demands  for  protection  and  revenge  were 
not  instantly  complied  with.  The  assembly,  either 
moved  by  their  distress,  or  overawed  by  their 
menaces,  at  length  gave  up  its  scruples  and  passed 
a  bill  to  call  out  the  militia  and  appropriate  62,000/. 
to  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

It  must  be  said  at  the  same  time  that  the  other 
English  colonies,  where  no  such  scruples  as  those  of 
the  Quakers  existed,  were  far  from  being  active  or 
united  in  raising  supplies  of  men  and  money  for 
their  common  safety.  Those,  however,  where  danger 
was  most  imminent,  addressed  strong  and  spirited 
appeals  to  their  rulera  for  protection  and  support, 
and  denounced  in  vigorous  language  the  aggressions 
and  usurpations  of  the  French.  These  remonstrances 
had  at  length  the  desired  effect  of  disposing  the 
minds  of  the  local  authorities  to  second  the  views 
of  the  court  of  London  for  curbing  the  advances 
of  Canadian  power.  On  the  12th  of  December,  1756, 
a  grand  ceuncQ  of  war  was  assembled  at  Kew  York, 
consisting  of  as  many  provincial  governors  and 
superior  officers  as  could  be  collected  for  the  purpose. 
General  Shirley  presided,  and  laid  before  them  the 
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instmctions  which  had  been  given  to  Braddock,  his 
unfortunate  predecessor.  He  exerted  himself  with 
energy  and  success  to  create  a  good  understanding 
amongst  the  several  goTemments,  and  was  particu- 
larly happy  in  effecting  a  union  for  mutual  pro- 
tection and  support  between  the  important  States 
of  New  England  and  New  York.  He  also  succeeded 
in  r^aining  to  his  cause  many  of  the  Indians,  who 
had  either  already  gone  over  to  the  French  or 
withdrawn  to  a  cold  neutrality. 

The  measures  Shirley  now  proposed  to  the  conndl 
were  in  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  General 
Braddock's  instructions;  they  were  cheerfully  as- 
sented to  by  that  body  through  his  snccessfid 
n^^ociations.  It  was  agreed  to  strengthen  the 
naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  to  form  an  army 
of  6000  men  upon  its  shores,  while  10,000  more  . 
were  to  be  directed  against  the  French  intrench- 
ments  at  Hconderoga.  Another  attempt  was  also 
proposed,  upon  Fort  du  Quesne,  and  a  movement 
agfunst  the  Canadian  settlements  on  the  Chaudi^ 
provided  that  these  schemes  should  not  interfere 
with  the  main  objects  of  the  war.  The  council  then 
unanimously  gave  their  opinion,  that  a  reinforce* 
ment  of  regular  soldiers  was  indispensable  for  the 
assertion  and  security  of  the  British  sovereign's 
rights  on  the  American  continent 

The  English  government."    though  sensible   of 

*  "  Thrm  days  before  the  meeting   of  parliament,   November 
1755,  Sir  Thomas  Robmaou,  secretai;  of  state,  from  an  honest  and 
TOL.  n.  o 
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General  Shirley's  abilities  as  a  negociator,  had  not 
sxifficient  confidence  in  his  military  capacity  to 
intrust  him  with  the  execution  of  extensive  war- 
like operations.  The  command  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  in  America  waB,  therefore,  conferred  upon 
the  Earl  of  Loudon,  a  nobleman  of  amiable  cha- 
racter, who  had  already  distinguished  himsdf  in 
the  service  of  his  country.* 

■incere  oonKionsneu  of  his  incapacity  to  conduct  the  boaineas  ot 
parliament  in  tlie  Honae  of  Commona,  had  resigtied  the  eeala,  wluch 
were  directly  traneferred  to  Mr.  Fox,  iecntarj-at-wax,  who  imqtiea- 
tioDably,  in  respect  of  political  ahility,  had  at  this  time  no  riral  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Pitt  only  excepted.  .  .  .  There  had  been 
Tain  attempts  at  a  negooiation  with  Pitt,  during  the  sunmer,  bnt  hia 
positive  refusal  to  consent  to  '  a  system  of  subsidies  '  threw  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  into  Fox's  power,  and  the  seals  were  now  given  to  him 
upon  his  own  terms."— Belsbam,  vol.  li.,  p.  379  ;  Lord  Uahon'a 
flMtory  of  England,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  76,  77. 

"  This  aession  of  parliament  was  diatinguished  by  an  act  of  gene- 
romty  and  hamanity  which  conferred  the  highest  honour  upon  the 
parliament  and  nation.  The  city  of  Lisbon  was  almost  totally 
destroyed  by  a  tremendous  earthquake  on  the  Ist  of  Noremher, 
1755.  A  message  from  the  throne  informed  both  Honsea  of  this 
dreadful  calamity,    and   tiie    sum  of   100,0001.  was  instantly  and 

unanimously  voted  for  the  use  of  the  distressed  inhabitants 

Amidst  the  milliona  and  niillions  expended  for  the  puiposea  of  deraa- 
tation  and  destructioo,  a  vote  of  this  description  seems  as  a  paradise 
blooming  in  the  wild  !  " — Belsham,  vol.  ii.,  p>  381.  See  Lord 
Uahon's  EUtory  of  England,  vd.  iv.,  p.  87;  Soathey'a  Petuntular 
War,  vol.  iii.,  p.  388,  8vo  edition. 

'  Smollett,  vol.  iii.,  p.  520. 

"  The  Earl  of  Loudon,  an  officer  of  roputation  and  merit."— 
Belsham,  vol.  ii.,  p.  370. 

"  If  it  had  been  the  wish  or  intention  of  the  British  ministers  to 
render  the  guardian  care  of  the  parent  state  ridiculous,  and  its  supre- 
macy odious  to  the  colonista,  they  could  hardly  have  selected  a  fitter 
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t  fbr  tlie  Mhierement  of  this  siniater  purpose  than  Lord 
London.  Deroid  of  genias,  either  oiril  or  militorj';  alireys  hurried 
and  hoTiTiiig  othen,  yot  making  little  progreBB  in  the  dispatch  of 
biuioeaa  ;  hasty  to  projeot  and  threaten,  but  mutable,  iadecbive,  and 
languid  in  porsnit  and  action,  ne^gent  of  even  the  semblance  of 
pablifl  yirtne  ;  impotent  agunst  the  enemy  whom  he  was  Bent  to 
destroy,  formidable  only  to  the  spirit  and  liber^  of  the  people  whom 
he  WBB  commissioned  to  defend,  be  excited  Bltemstely  the  disgust, 
tlie  apprebenuons,  and  the  c<»itemptQOUB  amazement  of  die  colonista 
«f  America." — Qrabam'a  JSiftory  of  Ae  Uttited  StaUi,  toI.  It.,  p.  4. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  campaign  of  1755  had  opened  with  evil  pro- 
mise for  the  cause  of  France  in  the  western  world ; 
four  formidable  armies  were  arrayed  to  check  her 
progress,  and  turn  back  the  tide  of  war  upon  her  own 
territory.  A  powerful  fleet,  under  the  brave  and 
vigilant  Boscawen,  swept  the  Atlantic  coast,  insulted 
her  eastern  harbours,  and  captured  her  reinforce- 
ments and  supplies.  The  doubtful  aU^Tance  of 
many  of  her  Indian  neighbours  was  &r  OTcrbalanced 
by  the  avowed  hostility  of  others  no  less  numerous 
and  powerful. 

But  the  dose  of  the  year  presented  results  very 
different  from  those  that  might  have  been  antid- 
pated.  Braddock  was  defeated  and  slain;  the 
whole  of  that  vast  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  whose 
unequalled  fertility  is  now  the  wonder  of  mankind, 
had  been  treei  from  the  presence  of  a  British 
soldier  by  one  decisive  victory.  Ni^ara  was 
strengthened  and  unassailed;  Crown  Point  had 
not  been  compromised  by  Johnson's  partial  success. 
The  undisputed  superiority  upon  Lake  Ontario  was 
upon  the  Canadiui  shore.  From  dangerous  foes, 
or  almost  as  dangerous  IHends,  the  forest  tribes 
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Iiad  genendlj  become  zealous  allies,  and  thrown 
tiiemselres  with  ready  policy  into  the  apparently 
preponderating  scale ;  the  ruined  settlements,  and 
diminished  numbers  of  the  Briti^  frontier  colonists, 
marked  the  cruel  eflBciency  of  their  co-operation. 
Notwithstanding  the  check  of  the  Baron  Dieskau's 
detachment,  there  still  remained  to  the  French  more 
than  3000  regular  troops,  with  a  lai^  force  of  the 
Canadian  militia,  who  were  in  some  respects  even 
better  qualified  for  forest  warfiare  than  their  veteran 
brethren  from  the  mother  country.  All  these, 
united  under  one  able  chief,  formed  a  much  more 
formidable  military  power  than  the  English  colonies 
with  their  jarring  interests  and  independent  com- 
manders, could  bring  forward.  Nora  Scotia  again 
severed  from  the  territories  of  New  France,  and  the 
Acadian  peasants  reduced  to  British  rule,  formed 
but  a  ^ght  offeet  to  these  hostile  gains. 

The  civil  progress  of  the  French  colony  was, 
however,  far  from  satisfactory.  For  two  years  past 
the  scarcity  of  grain  and  other  provisions  had 
almost  amounted  to  &mine.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  constantly  employed  in  war&re  ag^nst 
their  English  neighbours,  were  forced  to  neglect  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  till  absence  from  their  own 
homesteads  was  almost  as  ruinous  to  themselves  as 
Iheir  destructive  presence  to  the  enemy.  Although 
the  scanty  supply  of  corn  was  too  well  known,  the 
intendant  Bigot,  with  infamous  avarice,  shipped 
off  vast  quantities  of  wheat  to  the  West  Indies  for 
his  own  gain  and  that  of  his  creatures.    The  price 
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of  food  rose  enormously,  and  the  commerce  of  the 
cotmtty,  hampered  by  selfish  and  stupid  restrictions, 
rapidly  declined. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  de  Cavagnac,  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  Marquis  du  Quesne  as  governor,  soon 
lost  the  confidence  of  his  people.  To  him  they  had 
looked  hopefully  and  earnestly  for  protection  against 
the  fatal  monopolies  of  the  Merchant  Company,  but 
they  found  that  he  readily  sanctioned  the  oppression 
under  which  they  8u£fered,  and  indeed  rather 
increased  its  severity.  Great  stores  of  wheat  had 
been  purchased  from  the  settlers  by  the  Company 
in  anticipation  of  a  scarcity;  when  they  had 
obtained  a  sufficient  quantity  to  command  the 
market,  they  arranged  with  the  intendant  to  fix  the 
price  at  an  immense  advance,  which  was  maintained 
in  spite  of  the  misery  and  clamours  of  the  peopla 
Again,  the  intendant  pretended  that  the  dearth  was 
caused  by  the  farmers  having  secreted  their  grain, 
and  in  consequence  issued  an  order  that  the  dty 
and  troops  should  be  immediately  supplied  at  a  very 
low  rate,  and  those  who  would  not  submit  to  these 
nefkrious  conditions,  had  their  com  seized  and 
confiscated  without  any  remuneration  whatever. 

Abuses  and  peculations  disgraced  every  depart- 
ment of  the  pubUc  service,  the  example  set  in  high 
places  was  faithiully  followed  by  the  petiy  officials 
all  over  the  colony.  The  commissaries  who  had  the 
supply  of  the  distant  posts,  enriched  themselves  at 
the  cost  of  the  mother  country,  and  to  the  detriment 
of  thejbardy  and  adventurous  men  occupying  those 
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remote  and  dreary  settlements,  boats  were  not 
allowed  to  visit  them  without  paying  such  heavy 
fees  that  the  venture  became  ruinous,  and  thus 
the  trade  was  soon  altogether  confined  to  the  com- 
missaries. 

Vessels  sent  to  Miramichi  with  provisions  for  the 
unfortunate  Acadians,  returned  loaded  with  that 
people,  who,  &ithful  to  their  king  and  nation,  had 
left  their  happy  homes,  r^ung  the  proffered  pro- 
tection of  their  conquerors.  When  they  reached 
Qaebec  they  met  with  a  cruel  reception.  The 
intendant  gave  to  a  creature  named  Cadet  the 
office  of  ministering  to  f^eir  wants;  this  heartless 
man  shamefully  abused  the  trust,  and  only  con- 
sidered it  as  a  means  of  selfi^  profit,  providing 
them  with  unwholesome  and  insufficient  food ;  thus 
many  fell  victims  to  his  cruel  avarice.  Som^  indeed, 
who  settled  on  lands  belonging  to  the  governor  or 
his  &vouriteB,  were  amply  supplied  for  the  private 
advantage  of  the  proprietors. 

Loud  and  constant  were  the  complaints  of  the 
colonists  against  these  shameftil  abuses  of  power, 
but  they  fell  either  upon  ears  determined  not  to 
hear,  or  were  misrepresented  and  refracted  by  the 
medium  through  which  they  paraed.  The  outer 
aspect  of  New  France  was  bold  and  formidable,  but 
within  all  was  corruption,  languor,  and  decay,  "tba 
seignorial  tenure,*  and  the  custom  law  of  Paris, 
&tally  embarrassed  agricultural  improvement,  and 

'  See  Appendix,  No.  LXIII. 
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fhe  monopoly  of  the  Merchant  Company  paralysed^ 
trade.  The  absolute  system  of  government,  and  the 
intmsive  exercise  of  imperial  power  in  even  the 
most  trivial  matters  of  colonial  interest,  a*amped 
mdividual  energy  by  the  constraining  force  of  cen- 
tralisation. The  military  ^  system  of  feudal  organ- 
isation turned  the  ploi^^hshares  and  reapinghooks 
of  the  most  active  among  the  population  into 
weapons  of  war,  and  the  settlementB  that  were 
little  else  than  scattered  barracks  for  troops,  made 
but  small  progress  in  the  truly  glorious  war  against 
the  desolation  of  the  wilderness.  While  the  hardy 
voiyagears  of  the  Ottawa,  and  the  farmers  of 
the  rich  valley  of  tiie  St.  Lawrence  reaped  the 
laurels  of  the  bloody  fight  at  Fort  da  Quesne,  the 
canoes  once  richly  laden  with  the  furs  of  the  wes- 
tern country  floated  idly  in  the  stream,  and  the 
exuberant  soil  by  the  banks  of  the  Great  River  was 
overrun  with  a  harvest  of  useless  or  noxious  weeds. 
Thus  it  was  that  while  the  military  superstruc- 
ture of  this  great  French  colony  was  strong  and 
imposmg,  the  social  and  political  foundations  were 
£alse  and  feeble. 

*  "  Thna  wu  introdooed  into  Amerioft  the  feudkl  ijstan,  vt  long^ 
the  ruin  of  Europe." — Raynal,  vol.  rili.,  p.  143. 

"  Nothing  hu  reduced  the  funilies  of  the  ancient  French  seignenra 
to  miBaiy  more  than  the  divudon  and  rabdlmioii  of  their  Imnda  bj 
thttT  om  Uw ;  «  law  which,  though  it  appears  at  first  to  breathe 
mora  the  ■pint  of  democracy  than  of  monarchj,  jet  in  fact  ii  calcu- 
lated for  a  nititarj  gorenunent  only,  beoaoae  noblea  ta  redaced  can 
and  win  onl;  lire  by  the  Bword." — Oray'a  Cana^,  p.  346. 
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On  the  other  hand  the  daDgerous  British  rivals 
had  rapidly  advanced  to  prosperity,  and  to  the 
possession  of  formidable  resources.  The  state  of 
Hassadiusetta  alone  mustered  40,000  men  capable  of 
hearing  arms,  by  one-third  a  greater  number  than  all 
Canada  could  produce.  The  militia  of  Connecticut 
was  27,000  strong,  and  that  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Rhode  Idand  also  considerable.  Pennsylvania^ 
Virginia,  and  other  States  were  also  in  themselves 
powerful;  but  in  military  matters,  New  England  ever 
took  the  lead.  Hie  sturdy  non-conformists  who 
first  peopled  that  country  had  been  long  accustomed 
to  encounter  and  orarcome  difficulties;  they  had 
continually  waged  a  war  of  mutual  extermination 
with  the  Indians.  The  unbending  spirit  of  their 
ancestors  lost  nothing  under  such  training;  eadi 
separate  settlement  possessed  an  independent 
vitality ;  the  habit  of  self-government  engendered 
a  feeling  of  confidence  in  their  own  power,  and  they 
who  had  marched  with  steady  step  over  the  barriers 
of  an  almost  impenetrable  forest,  and  swept  away 
the  warlike  hordes  of  its  savage  inhabibmts,  were 
no  mean  foes  to  match  even  against  the  brilliant 
chivalry  of  France. 

The  peculiar  and  distinct  institutions  of  these 
British  colonies,  while  they  fostered  the  development 
of  individual  energy  and  stimulated  general  profr- 
peri^,  forbade  at  the  same  time  that  compact,  and 
centr&Used  organisation,  which  rendered  the  external 
power  of  New  FVance  so  formidable.  It  was  difficult 
or  imposable  to  unite  all  the  different  States  in  one 
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great  effort,  and  hopeless  to  induce  them  to  act  in 
concert.  Hie  bordovrs  of  Maine  or  Massachusetts 
heard  with  idmost  indifference  of  Indian  massacres 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  men  of 
Virginia  felt  but  little  sympathy  with  the  victors  of 
the  north.  English  colonisation  had  already  pro- 
gressed to  unheard  of  prosperity  in  its  component 
parts,  in  spite  of  its  utter  want  of  l^ge  and  compre- 
hensive system,  while  that  of  France^  planned  on  a 
sdieme  of  magnificent  ambition,  had  proved  but  a 
sickly  exotic  under  the  over  anxious  care  of  the 
founders.  In  the  one,  powerful  elements  formed 
but  a  diegointed  and  imwieldy  a^^pi^ate,  in  the 
other,  indifferent  materials  were  rendered  strong  by 
the  firm  fi'amework  in  which  they  were  united. 

The  defensive  power  of  the  British  colonies  was 
however  very  great ;  in  cases  of  real  peril,  when  the 
farmer  tore  himself  from  his  fields,  the  merchant 
from  his  storehouse,  and  the  hunter  from  the  chase, 
a  militia  formidable  in  numbers  and  composition, 
was  at  the  service  of  the  State,  while  the  vast  extent 
and  the  scattered  situations  of  the  settlements,  would 
have  rendered  complete  conquest  difficult,  tuid 
occupation  impossible. 

The  campaign  of  1756  opened  with  a  partial 
success  of  the  French  arms.  The  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  had  learned  that  the  British  had  erected 
a  chain  of  small  forts  to  protect  their  route  to 
Osw^o,  and  that  they  purposed  building  ships  at 
that  port  to  command  the  navigation  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  thus  break  up   the    chain    of  his 
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communications.  He  therefore  ordered  a  detach-  I75C 
ment  of  about  360  Canadians  and  Indians  under 
M.  Chanasegros  de  l^ry  to  march  to  Montreal, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  westward  on  the  17th 
of  March.  Aiter  a  harassing  journey  of  g:reat  length 
through  the  wilderness  they  came  upon  one  of  the 
small  English  forts  on  the  Oswego  route,  garrisoned 
by  Lieutenant  Bull  and  twenty-five  men;  the  British 
officer  at  once  rgected  the  proposal  of  a  capitulation 
and  prepared  to  offer  a  vigorous  re»stance ;  he  was 
however  speedily  overpowered,  and  he  and  his  little 
party,  with  the  exception  of  two,  were  massacred 
and  scalped  by  the  Indians,  whose  ferocity  could 
not  be  repressed ;  the  fort  was  then  blown  up  and 
the  ammunition  destroyed. 

The  French  fiilly  alive  to  the  danger  of  allowing 
their  enemies  to  hold  possession  g£  the  important 
portion  of  Oswego,  were  determined  to  spare  no 
efforts  to  drive  them  away.  Another  expedition 
was  accordingly  prepared  to  accomplish  this  grand 
object,  consisting  of  300  men,  led  by  M.  de  Villiers. 
They  proceeded  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Osw^o, 
where  they  constructed  a  small  fort,  placed  among 
the  dense  woods  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  unseen 
by  the  enemy;  firom  this  hiding-place  they  frequently 
intercepted  parties  with  provisions  destined  for 
Oswego.  When  the  Iroquois  became  aware  of  the 
designs  of  the  French,  they  sununoned  Sir  William 
Johnson,  whom  they  greatly  respected,  to  meet  them 
in  council  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  meuis 
of  diverting  hostilities  from  their  country.     He 
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strongly  advised  them,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the 
attack  upon  the  fort,  and  thus  avoid  a  war  that 
would  deluge  the  frontier  with  blood.  Pursuing 
this  coimsel  they  dispatched  thirty  deputies  to 
Montreal  to  assure  M.  de  Vaudreuil  that  they  wished 
to  preserve  the  sbictest  neutrality,  and  to  intreat 
him  not  to  draw  the  sword  in  their  country  or 
interrupt  their  communications.  The  governor 
answered  that  he  would  seek  his  enemies  wherever 
he  could  find  them,  but  that  the  people  of  the  Five 
Nations  should  be  protected  from  every  insult  as 
long  as  they  did  not  join  the  English. 

From  this  time  the  war  was  to  assume  a  more 
important  form,  and  new  and  more  illustrious 
1756  actors  were  to  appear  upon  the  stage.  The  British 
government  determined  to  increase  its  efforts  in 
North  America,^  and  as  the  E^l  of  Loudon,  lately 
appointed  general-in-chief  of  the  forces  on  that 
continent,  was  unavoidably  detained  in  England  for 
some  time,  M^or-General  Abercromby  was  ordered 
to  precede  him  and  hold  command  until  his  arrival. 
Lord  Loudon  was  intrusted  with  extraordinary 
powers  to  enable  him  to  promote  the  essential  object 
of  union  among  the  English  colonies ;  he  was  also 

*  "  War  iroB  at  length  declared  in  form  by  Great  Britain  against 
France  in  May,  1756,  and  in  the  following  month  by  France  against 
Great  Brittun  ;  and  in  the  manifesto  published  by  the  latter  mncli 
pains  were  taken  to  contrast  the  moderation  and  equity  of  th^  court 
of  Versailles  with  the  intemperate  violence  of  the  conrt  of  London, 
and  particularly  stigmatisiDg  the  seiiare  of  the  French  ships  of  war 
and  commerce,  before  a  declaration  of  war,  as  piracy  and  perfidy."-— 
fielsham,  toI.  ii.,  p.  396. 
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appointed  governor  of  Virginia,  and  made  colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  four  battalions,  chiefly  officered  by 
foreigners,  called  the  Royal  American.*  In  the 
mean  time  the  preparations'  were  made  in  British 
Amraica,  to  forward  the  execution  of  the  plans 

*  "  Tfa«  next  object  of  tiie  immediate  attention  of  parliament  in  this 
■eeaiou  (1755 — Ma^,  1756)  was  tike  raiaing  of  a  oew  regiment  of 
foot  in  North  America ;  for  which  purpose  the  Bom  of  81,1782.  16f. 
was  TOted.  Thie  regiment,  which  was  to  conaist  of  four  battalions 
of  a  1000  men  each,  was  iutended  to  be  raised  ohieflj  out  of  the 
German  and  Swiss,  who,  for  man;  yean  past,  had  annuallj  trans- 
ported themselTes  in  great  nmnben  to  the  British  plantations  in 
America,  where  waste  lands  had  been  assigned  them  upon  the 
frontiers  ot  the  proTinoes  ;  but,  rery  injudicioualj,  no  care  had  been 
taken  to  intermix  them  with  tbe  English  inhabitants  of  the  plaoe, 
BO  that  Teiy  few  of  them,  eren  of  those  who  have  been  bom  there, 
have  jet  learned  to  speak  or  understand  the  Buglisb  tongne.  How- 
erer,  as  thej  were  all  zealous  Protestants,  and  in  general,  strongt 
hard/  men  accustomed  to  the  climate,  it  was  judged  that  a  regiment 
of  good  and  fiutiiful  soldiers  might  be  rused  out  of  them,  particularly 
proper  to  oppose  the  Prench  ;  hut  to  this  end  it  was  neceasary  to 
appoint  some  ofBcers,  especially  subalterns,  who  understood  militaty 
^flcipline  and  could  speak  tbe  Qerman  language  ;  and  as  a  sufficient 
nmnbet  of  snch  conld  not  be  found  among  the  English  officers,  it 
was  necessary  to  bring  orer  and  grant  commissions  to  Mveral 
German  and  Swiss  officers  and  engineers.  But  as  this  step  by 
the  Act  of  Settlement  could  not  be  taken  without  the  authority  of 
parliament,  an  act  was  now  passed  for  enabling  his  If ajesty  to  grant 
commijuions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign  Protestants  who  had 
serred  abroad  as  officers  or  engineers  to  act  and  rank  aa  officers 
or  engineers  in  America  only.  The  Royal  American  Regiment 
ia  now  the  fiOth  Rifles." — Smollett's  Hutory  of  England,  toI.  iii., 
p.  483. 

*  The  northern  colonies  were  enabled  to  comply  in  some  degree 
with  the  requisitions  made  oa  them  by  baring  receired  from  iiio 
British  goTomment  in  tbe  course  of  the  summer,  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  as  a  reimbursement  for  tbe  extraordinary  eipenMS  of  the 
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reconunended  by  the  great  council  of  war,  and  the 
militia  of  the  several  proTlnces  were  assembled  at 
Albany,  where  they  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
English  general.  Abercromby  did  not  reach  the 
army  till  the  latter  end  of  June,  1766,  and  at  that 
time  only  brought  with  him  two  foments,  the 
S6th  and  the  42nd,  or  Murray's  Higlilanders ;  the 
British  troops  in  Xorth  America  at  this  time  con- 
sisted  of  those  two  corps,  the  44th  and  48th  of  the 
line,  Shirley's  and  Pepperel's  battalions,  eight  inde- 
pendent companies  from  New  York  and  Carolina, 
and  a  large  body  of  the  Provincial  militia. 

General  Abercromby  considered  the  force  under 
his  command  insuffident  to  carry  out  the  extensive 
schemes  recommended  by  the  council  at  Albany;  he 
was,  however,  cordially  agreed  with  them  upon 
tiie  advantages  to  be  gained  by  their  execution. 
Desirous  to  avoid  responsibility,  he  determined  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  commander-in-chie:^  but  in 
the  mean  time  he  marched  the  Provincial  forces 
upon  Fort  William  Henry,  under  the  command  of 
General  Winslow,"  who  there  awaited  reinforcements 
previous  to  his  advance  against  Crown  Point 

preceding  jear.  One  hundred  and  fiAeen  thonsand  pounds  had  been 
Apportioned  among  them,  according  to  their  reapectiTe  ezertionB,* 
and  this  Hum  gave  neir  Tigonr  and  energy  to  their  connctls. 

'  The  command  of  the  expedition  againat  Crown  Point  was  giTen 
to  Hajor  Qeneral  Winslow,  whose  conduct  in  Nora  Scotia  had  Tei7 


*  ToMunehDMtt(,£i,OOOJL;  to  Coaiwcticat,  36,0001. ;  to  New  Toi^,  15,0001.; 
U>  Kew  Huspdiin,  8,000{. ;  (a  Rhode  Iilaod,  7,0001. ;  to  Ngv  Jeinf,  6,0001.— 
Hmlulri  Uit  ^  WoMmgUM,  toL  U,  p.  328. 
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In  the  west,  however,  British  energy  and  cour^^e 
found  employment  under  tiie  able  and  adventurous 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradstreet.  He  determined  to 
execute,  as  far  as  in  his  power  lay,  the  resolves  of  the 
council  at  Albany,  and  left  Schenectady  with  about 
300  boatmoD,  bearing  supplies  and  military  stores  to 
strengthen  the  important  post  of  Oswego.  His 
detachment  consisted  of  raw  Irish  recruits,  utterly 
unacquainted  with  discipline,  and  unaccustomed  to 
the  sight  of  an  enemy,  but  their  native  courage 
overcame  all  disadvantages)  and  they  bravely  did 
their  duty,  as  their  countrymen  have  ever  done 
when  striving  for  a  good  cause,  imd  led  by  a  worthy 
chief.  Bradstreet  passed  in  safety  up  tiie  Onondf^a 
river,  reached  Oswego,  and  accomplished  his  object 
The  French,  being  apprised  of  this  expedition,  col- 
lected in  force  some  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Oswego, 
and  detached  700  men  to  intercept  their  enemy; 
happily,  however,  they  became  embarrassed  in  the 
tiuigled  wilderness,  and  lost  their  way:  when,  at 
last,  after  much  difficulty,  they  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Onondaga,  the  English  had  already  passed 
up  the  stream  in  safety.    They  well  knew,  however, 

mooh  increMed  both  hia  repntation  and  hie  influence. — Mftnhall'a 
Uft  of  TTofAw^Tton,  vol.  i.,  p.  32£. 

Ur.  Beckford  thus  apeals  of  General  Winalow  in  a  letter  to 
Ur.  Pitt,  d«ted  Fonthill,  Deo.  18,  1758:— "There  is  a  brave, 
gslhut  offioer,  bj  name  Winsloir,  who  has  acted  as  general  in  North 
America,  and  done  signal  serrice.  This  man  is  in  England,  and  is 
only  a  captain  on  half  pay.  I  wish  you  would  think  of  him ;  he 
might  farnish  jou  with  usefiil  hints." — Corre^iondence  of  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  vol.  i.,  p.  378. 
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tiiat  Bradstreet  must  soon  return  by  the  same 
route;  they,  therefore,  patiently  awaited  their  op- 
portunity>  concealed  beneath  the  favouring  doak 
of  the  dense  forests  surronndlng  the  river. 

The  English  chief — either  informed  of  this  am- 
buscade, or  mistrusting  the  &cility  with  which  tiie 
dangerous  navigation  had  been  before  accomplished 
— ^took  the  only  precaution  his  difficult  position 
permitted.  To  scour  the  neighboiuhood  of  the  rapid 
stream  with  light  troops  would  have  been  impossible, 
owing  to  the  thick  imderwood  everywhere  arresting 
the  human  foot ;  and  yet,  from  each  dark  clump  of 
cedars,  or  from  behind  each  projecting  crag  on  the 
rugged  banks,  he  might  at  any  moment  expect  to 
see  the  deadly  flash  of  the  Canadian  musket,  and 
to  hear  the  war-whoop  of  the  savage.  Bradstreet, 
therefore,  determined  on  the  precaution  of  pro- 
ceeding in  three  divisions  of  canoes,  within  easy 
distances  of  each  other :  tliat  thus,  if  any  one  were 
attacked,  his  stout  boatmen  might  land  fh)m  the 
others,  and  on  equal  terms  encounter  the  assailants 
on  the  shore.  He  entered  the  first  canoe;  his 
gallant  men  followed  with  somewhat  tumultuous 
good-will.  The  day  of  their  departure  was  the  3rd 
of  July ;  in  that  burning  season  the  stream  was 
low  and  difficult  of  navigation,  uid  the  stately  trees 
and  luxuriant  underwood,  rich  in  leafy  honours, 
afforded  complete  concealment  to  the  dangerous 
enemy. 

For  nine  miles,  the  party  forced  their  way  up  the 
Onondaga,  laboriously  but  without  interruption ;  at 
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length  they  reached  a  spot  where  the  waters  flow 
in  shallow  rapids  past  a  small  island,  and  the  dense 
woods  throw  their  shade  oyer  the  veiy  margin  of 
the  stream.  Suddenly,  from  the  north  shore,  a  loud 
volley,  and  a  louder  yell,  broke  through  the  silence 
of  the  wilderness.  This  first  fire  fell  with  deadly 
effect  upon  the  leading  division,  but  Bradstreet,  with 
six  of  the  survivors,  forced  their  canoes  quickly 
across  the  eddying  current  towards  tJie  island. 
Twenty  of  the  enemy  had  at  the  same  time  plunged 
into  the  river,  and  taking  advant^e  of  the  ford, 
arrived  before  him ;  nevertheless,  Bradstreet  threw 
himself  on  shore,  and  with  desperate  courage  faced 
the  foe.  After  a  sharp  stru^le,  he  even  dislodged 
them  from  the  island,  and  drove  them  back  upon 
the  main  land.  When  the  remaining  canoes  of  the 
advanced  division  joined,  his  little  force  amounted 
to  no  more  than  twenty  men.  The  French,  enraged 
at  their  first  repulse,  vigorously  renewed  the  attack 
with  doubled  numbers,  but  they  were  again  beaten, 
and  leaving  many  of  their  foremost  dead  in  the 
stream,  returned  to  the  shelter  of  the  shore.  A 
third  tune,  however,  the  assailants,  brave  even  in 
defeat,  pushed  across  the  ford  with  seventy  men, 
and  threw  themselves  upon  the  little  knot  of 
English.  For  nearly  an  hour,  with  fiery  courage  on 
the  one  side  and  stubborn  resolution  on  the  other, 
they  fought  among  the  rocks  and  trees,  till  the 
secluded  spot,  where  perhaps  human  foot  had  never 
before  trodden,  was  red  with  human  blood.  At 
length  the  French  gave  way,  and,  scattered  and 
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depressed,  fell  back  upon  the  main  body  of  their 
countrymen. 

WhUe  this  stout  fight  was  ragiag  on  the  little 
island  the  boataien  of  the  remaining  divisions  had 
landed  in  safety  lower  down  on  the  southern 
shore,  and  moved  in  good  order  to  the  support 
of  their  hard-pressed  comrades.  The  main  body 
of  the  French  pressed  rapidly  along  the  opposite 
bank  towards  another  ford  about  a  mile  higher 
up  the  river,  and  many  succeeded  in  crossing  before 
Bradstreet's  stout  boatmen  could  intercept  them. 
By  this  time,  however,  the  British  lead^  had 
arrived  from  the  little  island,  and  put  himsdf  at  the 
head  of  his  two  last  divisions ;  with  prompt  deter- 
mination he  threw  himself  upon  tiie  French  advance 
and,  bravely  supported  by  his  followers,  after  a 
stubborn  strife,  forced  it  back  into  the  river.  Many 
of  the  conquered  were  struck  down  by  the  English 
marksmen  in  the  close  buBh-%ht>  and  even  a  greater 
number  perished  in  their  hurried  passage  of  the 
stream. 

In  Bradstreet's  absence  another  large  body  of  the 
French  swarmed  across  the  ford  by  the  little  island 
where  they  had  been  before  repeatedly  repulsed,  but 
this  last  effort  was  even  more  disastrous  than  the 
preceding.  Before  they  could  form  in  the  tangled 
swamps,  the  boatmen  and  their  gallant  chief  came 
down  at  a  running  pace,  flushed  with  recent  success. 
One  short  struggle  on  the  woody  bank,  and  the 
assailants  were  forced  back  in  utter  rout  The 
remainder  of  the  enemy  dispersed  in  the  forest  and 
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attacked  no  more,  but  above  100  of  their  number 
had  perished  in  the  stream  or  had  fallen  by  the 
sword,  while  seventy  prisoners,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  arms  rewarded  the  successful  valour  of  the 
conquerors.  Many  of  the  French  regular  soldiers, 
strangers  to  the  American  wilderness,  became 
bewildered  in  its  mazes,  and  died  miserably  of  ' 
stwation.  On  the  other  hand,  no  less  than  sixty 
of  Bradstreef  s  boatmen  were  killed  and  wounded 
in  this  gallant  action.' 

The  Ei^lish  were  too  much  &tigued  and 
weakened  by  their  hard-won  victory  to  venture  on 
pursuit,  and  prepared  to  rest  that  night  upon  the 
battle-field ;  th^  were,  however,  soon  aroused  by 
the  apjM-oach  of  a  body  of  troops,  which,  to  their 
Sreat  Joy>  proved  to  be  a  detachment  of  their  own 
grenadiers,  on  the  march  to  Osw^o,  and  the  next 
morning  200  men  also  joined  them  from  that 
garrison.  But  in  the  meantime  the  nun  had  poured 
down  in  torrents,  and  the  stream  of  the  Onondaga 
swelled  to  an  angry  flood ;  to  cross  and  foUow  up 
their  success  was  thraefore  impossible,  imd  the 
remnant  of  the  French  found  refuge  in  their  vessels 
on  the  waters  of  Lake  Ontario.  After  a  time,  when 
the  subsiding  flood  permitted,  the  detachment,  and 
the  grenadiers,  descended  the  riv^  to  Oswego ;  and 

'  "  BndBtreet  had  but  three  Indiana  trf  the  six  nationa  (Iroqaoia) 
widt  him  at  this  attaclc.  Of  these,  one  took  to  his  heels  ;  a  second 
fought  hraTel; ;  but  the  third  went  over  to  the  eomnj,  and  assisted 
in  pointing  oat  oar  officers." — A  Beview  of  the  HSitary  Operatioru  in 
North  America  Jrom  1753  to  1756. 
b2 
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the  victorious  boatmen,  with  their  leader,  pushed  on 
for  Schenectady,  where  they  arrived  in  safe^  on 
the  14th  of  July.  The  following  day  Bradstreet  set 
out  for  Albany  to  warn  General  Abercromby  of  the 
designs  of  the  French  against  Oswego :  the  prisoners 
had  informed  him  that  a  force  of  1200  men  was 
encamped  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  not  far  from 
the  eastern  fort  of  that  port,  where  the  thidc 
covert  of  the  forest  concealed  them  from  the  British 
garrison.  Abercromby  at  once  ordered  the  remains 
of  the  44th  regiment  under  Colonel  Webb  to  hasten 
to  Oswego,  but  owing  to  the  interferen<»  of  the 
Provincial  governors"  a  fatal  dday  intervened  before 
this  corps  was  put  in  motion. 

*  "Mr.  Shirley  and  the  Prorincial  chiefs  (ranted  thftt  Webb's  (the 
44tli)  and  my  regiment  (the  48th]  should  march  to  Forts  Edw&rd 
and  William  Henry,  taking  it  for  gr&nted  that  Oswego  was  in  no 
danger." — Letter  from  General  Abercromby,  dated  Albany,  lOtli 
August,  1756. 

"  The  detaching  any  troops  to  Oswego  was  strongly  opposed  by  a 
party  at  Albany,  who  thought  that  while  Crown  Point  remuned  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  there  could  be  no  security  for  the  province 
of  New  York.  General  Winslow,  who  was  to  command  an  expedi- 
tion against  Crown  Point,  was  already  more  than  sufficiently  strong 
for  that  purpose,  yet  this  party  insisted  on  his  being  reinforced  with 
two  or  three  regiments  of  regular  troops,  and  that  an  army  should 
likewise  rerotun  at  Albany  to  defend  it,  in  case  the  troops  sent 
■gainst  Crown  Point  should  happen  to  be  defeated.  Nay,  they 
strongly  opposed  the  d^rture  of  the  regiment  which  General  Aber- 
croffibie  had  already  ordered  for  Oswego.  Some  of  the  New  England 
colonies  joined  those  of  New  Tork  in  this  opposition,  so  that  it  was 
not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  Lord  Loudon,  who  did  not  think 
proper  to  do  anything  maletial  without  their  approbation,  could  so 
much  as  prevul  on  them  to  let  Colonel  Webb  depart  for  Oswf^o. 
There&re  it  was  the  12th  August  before  that  officer  could  leave 
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On  the  26th  of  July  Lord  Loudon  arriTed  at  New 
York  from  Europe ;  on  the  29th  he  reached  Albany 
and  assumed  the  command  of  the  army.  He  found 
a  body  of  nearly  3000  r^pilar  troops,  besides  a  large 
Provincial  force,  under  his  orders  at  Albany"  and 
Schenectady,  including  the  survivors  of  the  two 
unfortunate  regiments  which  had  been  crippled  and 
broken  in  Braddock's  disaster.'  In  the  fort  of 
Oswego'  were  musta'ed  1400  bayonets,  principally 
of  Shirley's  and  Pepperel's  regiments,  besides  sailors 
and  peasants,'  and  nearly  600  men  in  scattered 
detachments  preserved  the  dif&cult  communications 
through  the  Iroquois  territories. 

On  the  other  hand  the  French  held  Crown  Point 
and  Ticonden^a  with  3000  veterans,  and  found 
means  to  assemble  a  still  more  formidable  force 

AlbKDj  i  too  Iste  to  aave  Oswego.  Thna  the  public  safety  of  the 
wb<Je  BritiBh  empire  in  North  America  woe  mode  to  jield  to  the 
private  views  of  some  leading  people  in  the  proTinces  of  New  Eng- 
land and  New  York." — Hante,  p.  64. 

■  «  The  Frovinmala  do  aot  exceed  4000,  moBtl;  vagabonds  picked 
up  by  the  New  EngUudere  at  randtKn,  by  the  high  premium  given 
them,  in  order  to  save  thanselvea  from  service. ' ' — Letter  from  General 
Aberoromby,  Albany,  30tli  August,  1766. 

■  The  44th  (then  HalkeU's,  now  Webb's)  and  the  48th  (then 
Dunbar's,  now  Abercrombie's).  They  were  regiments  that  ran 
«way  at  Preston  Pans. 

* "  The  garrison  of  Osw^;o  was  insensibly  increased  to  1400  men; 
only  700  had  been  left  there  by  Mr.  Shirley  the  autumn  before." — 
Uante's  m*t.oftKe  TTor,  p.  63. 

*  "  The  greatest  part  of  Shirley's  and  Pepperel's  regiments  is  there 
....  By  all  account  Shirley's  and  Pepperel'B  are  by  much  the 
worst  corps  on  this  continent.  With  such  troops  what  can  we  do  ?" 
— Letter  from  General  Mereromb^,  Albany,  30th  Aug.,  1756. 
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at  Fort  Frontenac  for  the  puipoae  of  attaining 
Oswego. 

This  year  had  arrived  at  Quebec  from  France 
a  large  body  of  regulars  under  the  command  of 
the  Mahquib  db  Montcalm,  with  the  Brigadier 
de  Levi,  and  Colonel  de  Bourlemaque.  Montcalm 
remained  but  a  few  days  at  Quebe<^  and  then 
hastened  on  with  his  veteran  reinforcements  to 
strengthen  the  force  destined  to.  act  against 
Oswego.  Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil,  with  a  huge  body 
of  Canadian  militia  raised  at  Montreal,  was  detached 
as  the  vanguard  of  the  army,  and  arrived  undis- 
covered on  the  9th  of  August  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  British  position ;  on  the  night  of  the 
10th  the  first  division  also  arrived ;  on  the  12th,  at 
midnight,  the  second  division  joined.  Then  the 
French  cliie^  having  made  all  necessary  preparations, 
opened  his  trenches  before  Fort  Ontario,*  which  was 
situated  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  riv^  from  the 
important  position  of  Osw^jo. 

From  break  of  day  until  six  in  the  evening  Mont- 

*  "  General  SHrlej'a  troops,  after  the  attack  on  Niagara  wm  rdiu- 
quii&ed  in  Uie  aatumn  of  the  preceding  year,  had  been  emplojed  in 
the  erection  of  tiro  new  forte,  one  of  them  450  yards  from  the  M 
Fort  Oswego,  and  bearing  the  same  name,  the  other  on  the  opposite 
ude  of  the  Onondaga  river,  to  be  called  Fort  Ontario.  They  were 
erected  on  the  wuth  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Onondaga,  and  conatitnted  a  port  of  great  importance.  The  gairiMHi, 
u  we  hare  already  obserred,  conuBted  of  1400  men,  chiefly  mllida 
and  new-rused  recruits,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hercer,  an 
officer  of  experience  ukd  courage ;  hnt  the  utaatioa  of  the  fort«  was 
very  ill  chosen,  the  materials  mostly  timber  or  ]ogi  of  wood,  the 
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calm  kept  up  a  heavy  fiie,  which  was  Tigorouslj 
replied  to  hy  the  defenders ;  then,  however,  the 
remstance  suddenly  ceased.  The  unpardonable 
n^lect  of  the  British  authorities  had  left  this 
Important  post  almost  unprovided  with  ammunition, 
and  in  the  hour  of  extremest  need  the  scanty  supply 
&iled.  Fmliher  defence  was  impossible ;  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  little  garrison  spiked  their  cannon,  and 
retreated  without  interruption  to  the  neighbouring 
position  of  Fort  Osw^o,  on  die  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  When  the  Frendi  perceived  that  the  defenders 
had  yielded  the  post,  they  quickly  took  possession, 
and  turned  such  of  the  guns  as  in  the  hurry  of 
retreat  had  been  still  left  nnii^jnred  upon  the  walls 
of  the  remaining  stronghold.  The  defences  of  the 
feeble  fort  soon  crumbled  beneath  the  crushing  fire 
from  Montcalm's  battering  train,  and  the  now  hostile 
guns  of  Fort  Ontario ;  Colonel  Mercer,  the  English 
chie(  and  many  of  his  men  were  strudc  down,  and 
the  reminder,  hopeless  of  a  successfiil  defence, 
surrendered  upon  not  unfavourable  terms  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  of  August. 

Seven  armed  vessels,  mounting  fi*om  8  to  18 
guns  each,  200  batteaux,  a  vast  quantity  of  provi- 
sions, and  warlike  stores,  with  1200  prisoners,"  were 

defences  wretched];  continued  and  unfinialied,  and,  in  a  word,  the 
pUcealtdgethcrvDtenahleagainfit  any  regnlar  approach," — SmoUett'a 
Butory  of  England,  Tol.  iii.,  p.  535. 

*  "  Snch  an  important  magaiine,  deposited  in  a  place  altogether 
iudefenaible,  and  without  the  reach  of  inunediate  sncoour,  waa 
a  flagrant  jattof  of  egregioua  foil;,  temerity  and  miBcondnct." — Ibid., 
p.  636. 
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gained  by  the  victors ;  and  for  a  brief  space  several 
British  fiBga,  the  unwonted  trofMes  of  French  con- 
quest, decked  with  drooping  folds  the  walls  of  the 
Canadian  diurches.  This  brilliant  and  important 
success  was,  however,  stained  by  crudty  and 
doubtful  faith ;"  notwithstandii^  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation,  the  savages  were  permitted  to  plunder 
all,  and  massacre  many,  of  the  captives ; '  and,  to  the 
shame  of  Montcalm,  the  sick  and  wounded  who  had 
been  intrusted  to  his  protection  were  slain  and 
scalped  under  the  Indian  knife.  The  remaining 
prisoners,  however,  were  escorted  to  Montreal,  where 
they  were  treated  with  kindness  and  consideration, 
and  soon  afterwards  exchanged."  The  French  having 
demolished  the  works  at  Osw^o,  returned  to  the 
eastern  part  of  the  province. 
This  conquest  establishedMontcalm's  already  rising 

*  Smollett's  Hiti.  of  England,  toL  ui.,  p.  535. 

'  "  Montcalm,  ia  direct  nolation  of  the  articles,  as  veil  aa  in  con- 
tempt of  common  hmnuiitj,  delivered  ap  abore  twenty  men  of  the 
garrison  to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  same  number  the;  had  lost 
during  the  siege." — Ibid. 

'  "  The  negligence  and  dUatorinesa  of  onr  govemoTB  at  home,* 
and  the  little-minded  quarrels  of  the  regulars  and  irregular  forces.f 

•  The  miniitry  of  the  Duko  of  Newiuile  &nd  Foi,  whkh  wia  fbroed  out  of  office 
bj  Ihe  pablie  indigution  at  the  Ion  of  Hiaonm,  ind  on  the  13th  Nor.,  1756,  Pitt 
IdMed  btnda  u  Mcretarj  of  itate. 

t  "TbenrolatioiUDftheCrDWD  retpectiiigiMik,htdgiTeD  gjeat  diignit  Id  America, 
and  rmdered  it  eitremelj  difficult  to  cany  on  aiij  militarj  openlloiu  which  requirad 
a  junelion  of  Brituh  and  PmriEiciB]  tioopi.  Wlien  coDinlted  on  Ihli  delicate  lubJeM, 
Qenenl  Winilow  aaured  Qeoeial  Abetcromb]'  of  hu  ipprthenuoDa,  that  if  the  mult 
of  tbe  junction  abould  he  pladng  the  ProiiDdalt  nnder  Biitiah  officen,  it  would  pn- 
duce  ■mj  genenl  ditconlenl,  and  periupi  deiertion.  Hla  officen  concnired  with  him 
in  tUi  opnioD.    On  the  aitiTat  of  Lord  London,  the  uibject  waa  nnied,  and  the 
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reputation.  Canada  rejoiced,  and  the  British  colonies 
vere  proportionately  discouraged.  The  sad  news  was 
first  carried  to  Albany  by  some  French  deserters,  but 
remained  unconfirmed  for  sereral  days,  till  two  sailors 
arrived  who  had  escaped  subsequently  to  the  dis- 
aster. Indian  mmour  was  also  busy  with  tiie  melan- 
choly tale ;  it  was  for  a  time  believed  that  the  whole 
garrison  of  Oswego  had  been  put  to  the  sword,^  and 
that  the  bodies  of  the  slain  were  left  nnburied  upon 
the  desolate  ^ores  of  Lake  Ontario.  A  panic  spread. 
Colonel  Webb  with  the  44th  regiment,  nearly  900 
strong,  and  800  boatmen,  stopped  short  in  his 
advance,  now  useless  through  culpable  delay,  and 
employed  his  whole  force  in  felling  trees  to  block 
ap  the  navigation  of  the  important  pass^e  of  Wood 
Creek,"*  while  the  French,  equally  anxious  to  avoid 
collision,  performed  a  similar  labour  higher  up 
the  river. 

hxre  redttced  our  afiura  in  that  part  of  the  world  (America]  to  a  moat 
deplorable  state.  Oswego,  of  ten  times  more  importance  erea  than 
Minorca,  is  so  amiihilated  that  we  cannot  learn  the  particulars." — 
Walpole's  Lettert  to  Sir  H.  Mann,  Not.  4,  1756. 

*  "ThemaBsacraatOswegohappiljproTeBaTomanoe.  Partofthe 
two  regiments*  that  were  meide  prisoners  there  are  actually  arrived 
at  Plymouth ;  the  prorisions  at  Quebec  being  too  scanty  to  admit 
additional  numben." — lind..  Not.  13,  1756. 

'"  Wood  Creek  was  one  of  the  streams  that  formed  a  nearly  nmu- 
termpted  water  communication  between  Albany,  in  New  York,  and 
the  moutli  <£  tlie  riTcr  Onondaga,  where  Oswego  was  situated. 


giTe  tbc  mufl  opinion.      The  requMt  that  Lord  London  vould 
Ct  wpsntelj,  tna  seceded  lo." — MuiMl'a  I^e  tj  Wi^aagto^  tol. 
*  Shirlej*!  uid  Paf^rel'i. 
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The  prorince  of  New  York  was  the  first  to  suffer 
by  the  unhappy  loss  of  OBwego,  and  the  pusillanimous 
retreat  of  Webb.  The  rich  and  beautiful  settlementa 
called  the  German  Flats  were  speedily  desolated  by 
t^e  Indians,  and  the  scarcely  less  Tindictive  Cana- 
dians ;  the  <T0p3  were  destroyed,  the  houses  and 
homesteads  burnt,  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as 
could  not  escape  were  captured,  or  slain  and  scalped. 

It  has  been  before  stated  that  all  the  resources  of 
the  British  colonies  were  taxed  to  enable  General 
Winslow  to  act  against  Grown  Point,  with  a  view  to 
master  the  important  navigation  of  Lake  Champlain 
and  to  demolish  the  French  forts  upon  its  shores.* 
but  these  preparations  produced  no  results  be- 
yond that  of  strengthening  Forts  Edward  and 
William  Henry;  no  blow  was  struck,^  notwith- 
standing the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  with- 
drawal of  nearly  all  the  French  regular  troops 
from  that  neighbourhood  to  aid  the  Oswego  expe- 
dition. The  inglorious  campaign  concluded  by  the 
retirement  of  the  British  regiments  of  the  line  to 

'  Crom  Punt,  <x  Fort  Frederick,  and  Ticonderoga,  which  had 
been  lately  fortified. 

■  Abercromb;  vritee  from  Fort  Edward,  30th  September,  1756  : 
— "  Upon  intelligence  of  the  enemj's  whole  farce  b^ng  collected  at 
Crown  Fiunt,  in  order  to  make  an  attempt  on  thii  fort  or  that  of  Fort 
William  HeiuT',  I  arriTed  here  the  26th  with  the  Highlanders : 

to-morrow  I  shall  have  three  re^ments Our  works  here 

are  far  from  being  finiihed.  HowBTer,  though  the  fort  is  not  finished, 
we  are  throwing  uplmes,  and  shall  be  able  to  repel  the  enemy's  force. 
—8th  Oct.  Lord  Loudon  is  now  here  :  he  has  left  Webb  to  take  care 
of  Otwaya  at  Albany.  Oeneral  Winslow  (he  was  at  Fort  William 
Heniy)  hMi  daily  oorreepondence." 
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Albany,  and  the  return  of  the  ProTincials  to  their 
several  localities. 

But  while  the  genius  and  good  fortune  of  Mont- 
calm nused  the  military  reputatdon  of  New  France 
and  strengthened  her  external  power,  tyranny  and 
corruption  with»%d  her  budding  prosperity,  and 
blighted  it  with  premature  de£ay.  The  paltry  pecu- 
lations and  narrow  despotism  of  the  petty  magnates 
of  colonial  government  are  nauseous  and  ungrateful 
subjects.  The  "  habitans  "  were  oppressed  and  plun- 
dered, the  troops  were  defrauded  of  their  hard-earned 
stipend,  traders  were  ground  down  under  in&mous 
extortions,  and  the  unhapj^  Acadian  reftigees  robbed 
of  the  gen^ous  bounties  of  the  State.  Eminent 
among  the  perpetrators  of  these  shameless  wrongs 
stood  Bigot  the  intendant ;  Cadet  and  others  of  his 
creatures  were  worthy  of  their  principal.  A  scarcity 
ahnost  amounting  to  fiunine,  which  inflicted  the 
severest  privations  upon  the  colony,  was  again  seized 
as  an  opportunity  of  gain  by  these  relentless  men, 
under  the  pretence  of  the  general  good ;  great  stores 
of  provisions  were  bought  by  them  at  a  low,  com- 
pulsory price,  and  resold  at  an  enormous  advance 
for  tlieir  private  benefit.  Even  the  sacred  calling 
of  the  missionaries  did  not  in  all  instances  preserve 
them  from  the  taint  of  these  tmworthy  acts,  and 
where  wealth  was  thus  largely  and  by  such  means 
increased,  morals  were  naturally  det^orated. 

The  loss  of  Oswego  was  in  some  degree  com- 
pensated to  the  English  by  the  progteea  of  Colonel 
Lawrence  in  Acadia,  but  sad  it  is  to  say  that  the 
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stain  of  cruelty  tainted  our  success  as  it  had  the 
victory  of  Montcalm.  When  the  French  settlers 
refused  to  acknowledge  alle^ance  to  the  British 
crown  and  laws,  they  were  pursued  with  fire  and 
sword,  their  villages  and  farms  destroyed,  and  at 
last  miuiy  thousands  were  suddenly  shipped  off,  and 
dispersed  among  the  Atlantic  colonies,  where  firiends 
and  kinsfolk  might  never  meet  again ;  thus,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  time,  "  establishing  peace  and 
tranquillity  throughout  the  whole  province."  In  the 
ensuing  February,  some  of  these  ill-fated  Acadians 
with  a  few  allied  Indians,  about  300  in  all, 
unexpectedly  sallied  out  upon  the  new  English 
settlements,  driven  by  desperation  from  the  snowy 
forests,  but  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott  promptly  called 
together  an  equal  force  of  Provincials,  and  drove 
them  back,  with  heavy  loss,  upon  the  inhospitable 
wilderness. 

In  the  month  of  August  of  the  year  1756,  a  small 
post  on  the  borders  of  Pennsylvania,  called  Fort 
Granville,  was  surprised  by  a  party  of  French  and 
Indians,  and  the  garrison  carried  into  captivity.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Morian  savages  from  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio,  rejoicing  in  the  opportunity  afforded  by 
the  contentions  of  the  white  men,  suddenly  burst 
upon  the  English  western  frontier,  and  massacred 
no  less  than  1000  of  the  scattered  settlers.  Then 
the  thirst  of  vengeance  burned  among  the  hardy 
colonists;  infuriated  rather  than  appalled  by  this 
horrid  butchery,  280  men  hastily  assembled,  and 
with  untiring  energy  pushed  on  towards  the  rugged 
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Alleghanies  to  an  Indian  town  called  Kittaning,  the 
rendezvous  of  the  fierce  marauders.  The  road  was 
rude  and  difBcult,  the  distimce  150  miles,  but  the 
ftirious  hatred  of  the  pursuers  spurred  them  forward, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  the  foremost 
scouts  brought  word  that  the  Indian  murderers 
were  close  at  hand,  celebrating  their  bloody  triumph 
in  songs  and  dances. 

When  morning  light  first  chased  away  the 
darkness  of  the  forest,  the  English  Provincials  burst 
upon  the  Indian  camp.  Armstrong,  their  leader, 
ofTered  quarter,  but  the  savages,  conscious  of  their 
unpardonable  cruelties,  dared  not  submit  Then 
ensued  a  terrible  slaughter ;  the  Indians  were  beaten 
down  in  furious  rage,  or  shot  in  attempting  to  fly, 
or  shut  up  in  tiieir  wooden  huts  and  burned  to 
death;  some  were  seized  and  scalped  in  horrible 
imitation  of  their  own  ferocity,  and  not  a  few  were 
blown  up  and  destroyed  by  the  stores  of  ammunition 
t^ey  had  collected  during  their  late  incursion. 
Terrible  as  was  this  vengeance  it  availed  but  little ; 
on  almost  every  other  part  of  the  British  frontiers 
parties  of  the  Indians,  and  their  almost  equally 
savage  French  allies,  swarmed  among  the  woods, 
concealed  in  ambush  during  the  day,  and  by  night 
busied  in  their  bloody  work. 

In  the  meantime  the  season  had  become  too  far 
advanced  for  the  commencement  of  any  important 
enterprise;  the  English  colonies  were  divided  in 
spirit,  and  all  efforts  for  the  general  good  were 
perpetually  thwarted  by  jealousy  and  parsimony. 
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L(Hvl  Loudon,  with  his  armameiit,  had  not  reached 
New  York  till  the  end  of  July ;  by  that  time  little 
remained  practicable  but  to  strengthen  some  frontier 
forts,  and  push  forward  parties  of  obserration  into 
the  French  territories.  Thus  closed  the  campugn 
of  1756  ;  England  had  a  sorry  account  of  her  wasted 
blood  and  treasure  in  these  western  wars ;  oppor- 
tunities had  been  n^lected,  resources  wasted,  laurels 
lost.^  The  Indian  trade  and  the  commerce  of  the 
Great  Lakes  had  been  forfeited  by  the  surrender  of 
Osw^o.  To  us  only  remained  the  barren  boast  of 
Bradstreet's  gallant  victory.  The  Indians  were  not 
slow  to  perceive  the  weakness  of  British  councils, 
and  Sir  WiUiaia  Johnson's  powerful  influence  was 
barely  sufficient  to  restrain  the  politic  Iroquois  from 
openly  declaring  for  tiie  enemy. 

*  EveiTwhere.  "I  see  it  with  concern,  consideruig  who  was 
Newcastle's  aseodate,"  (he  allndea  to  his  friend  Fox,)  "bat  this  was 
the  jear  of  the  wont  adminietration  that  I  have  seen  in  England ;  for 
now  Newcastle's  incapacitj  *  was  left  to  its  fnll  pUy." — Wa^KiIe's 
Memoin,  toI.  ii.,  p.  54. 

"  In  the  course  of  this  unfortunate  year,  1756,  we  were  Btrii^)ed  of 
Min(m»t  and  Oswego,  (the  East  India  Company,  bj  the  loss  of  Cal- 
cutta, reoeiTed  a  blow,  which  would  have  shaken  an  estabUehment  ot 
leas  strengdi  to  its  foundation,)  we  apprehended  an  inva8i<Hi  <rf  Great 
Britun  itself,  our  connoila  were  torn  to  piecee  hj  factions,  and  our 
milit&iy  fame  was  ererywhere  in  contempt." — AnntuU  BagUter. 

Burke  was  the  writer  of  the  "  Histoi?  of  Europe  "  in  tiie  early 
Tolnmes  of  the  Annual  Begitter. 


*  "A  mlniitcr  the  mME  Idc^mIiId  Ihongh  tbe  moit  unbitioai,  the  vwkcat  thi>ii|Ik 
ths  molt  iiwleiit,  tbe  moat  puulluiinioiu  though  the  in«t  pmiunptuoiu.''  —  Hr. 
PoVa'i  SpeeA  i«  At  Botue  of  Ommmhu.  "  It  would,  howercr,  be  injnidce  not  to 
■llow  the  Dqke  of  Nawcutle  th>  merit  of  diiinterntednen  u  to  the  emalumeutt  of 
olBce,aBdof  ledfoT  theieoenl  latenM*  of  hii  0010(17." — Belihim,  nL  1i.,p.  881. 
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Stiuijlated  by  the  general  success  of  their  arms 
during  the  campaigii  of  1766,  tiie  French  suffered 
not  their  energies  to  slumber  even  through  the 
chilly  Canadian  winter.  With  detachments  of 
Indians  and  hardy  "habitans,"  they  scoured  the 
northern  frontiers  of  the  British  colonies,  and  giuned 
inteUigence  of  every  movement.  From  information 
thus  acquired,  Montcalm  determined  to  more  a  force 
suddenly  on  Fort  William  Henry,'  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  Lake  George,*  where  the  English  had 

'  "  la  the  French  ocoounts  of  this  trtuuoctitai,  Port  George  a  the 
name  giren  to  the  fort.  This  was  a  atrong  position  at  a  short  dis- 
tance irom  Fort  William  Hem;.  In  the  ncinit;  of  the  village  (rf 
Caldwell  la  eitoated  the  aite  of  the  old  Fort  William  Heniy,  and  a  short 
distance  heyond  the  mins  of  Fort  Qeorge,  which  was  hnilt  dnring  the 
campaign  of  Amhent." — Pictwretque  Tovrut,  p.  104. 

*  "  Lake  Oewge,  called  h^  the  Indians  Hoiioan,  ia  jnstlj  cele- 
brated for  its  romantic  and  beantiful  soenei;,  and  for  the  transparency 
and  puritj  of  its  waters.  Thej  were  excluslTelf  selected  hj  the 
Jesnit  misaiouBrieB  to  perform  the  typical  purification  of  bt^tism, 
which  obtained  for  it  the  appropriate  title  of  Iiac  Socrement.  The 
less  lealona  English  ibonght  ibvj  conferred  snfficlent  honour  on  its 
unsuDied  fountains  when  they  bestowed  the  name  of  their  reigning 
prince,  the  second  of  the  House  of  Honorer. " — Latt  of  the  MoAicau, 
p.  2. 


,1,1.1,  Google 


112  THE  CONQnEST  OF  CANADA. 

fonned  a  depdt  for  a  vast  quantity  of  provisions  and 
warlike  stores,  which  was  as  yet  unprotected  by  any 
sufficient  garrison.  Fifteen  hundred  men,  of  whom 
four  hundred  were  Indians,  led  by  Rigaud  de 
Vaudreuil  and  the  Chevalier  de  Longueuil,  were 
dispatched  to  surprise  and  escalade  the  fort^  and  in 
case  of  failure,  to  destroy  the  stores  and  buildings 
beyond  the  protection  of  its  waUs,  and  also  the 
shipping  and  batteaux  on  the  neighbouring  lake. 
On  the  10th  of  March,  at  the  dead  of  night,  the 
Frendi  noiselesBly  approached  the  little  fortress, 
but  the  vigilant  sentries  discova^  them  in  time, 
and  alarmed  the  defenders,  who  drove  them  back 
with  a  brisk  fire  of  cannon  and  mu^etry.  Having 
failed  to  surprise,  they  invested  the  place  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  twice  again  vainly  attacked  the 
fort.  On  the  2lBt  they  summoned  the  commandant, 
M^or  Eyres,  to  surrender,  which  demand  he  instantly 
reAised.  The  French  assailed  the  stronghold  a 
fourth  and  even  a  fifth  time;  but  having  been 
repulsed  in  every  attack,  contented  themselves  by 
destroying  the  undefended  property  without.  Fur- 
thermore, they  strengthened  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point  with  two  battalions,  and  sent  Captain  Pouchot 
as  commandant  to  Niagara,  with  orders  to  fortify 
that  important  post  as  he  best  might.  They  then 
returned  to  Montreal.  Shortly  afterwards  they 
gained  an  advantage  of  some  value  over  a  detach- 
ment of  400  men,  led  by  Colonel  Parker,  which  had 
been  sent  by  water  to  attack  their  advanced  guard 
near  Ticonderoga;  by  a  cleverly  devised  ambuscade. 
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and  the  opportune  arrival  of  a  reinforcement,  they 
completely  overpowered  the  British  troops,  and  dew 
or  captured  more  than  half  the  number. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  Earl  of  Loudon  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost  in  collecting  a  sufficient  force 
to  strike  a  decisive  blow.  The  favourite  object  of 
carrying  Crown  Point  was  laid  aside,  and  the 
grander  scheme  of  reducing  the  formidable  strong- 
hold of  Louisbnig,  in  Acadia,  adopted  instead.^ 
There  the  naval  power  of  EngUmd  could  be  brought 
to  bear,  and  the  distracting  jealousies  of  the  several 
colonies  might  not  interfere  to  paral3rse  vigorous 
action.  Preparations  for  this  enterprise  were  rapidly 
pushed  on  in  England,  and  by  the  end  of  January, 
1757,  seven  r^iiments  of  infantry,  and  a  detachment 
of  artillery,  aJl  commanded  by  M^or-General  Hopson. 
were  ordered  to  assemble  at  Cork,  and  await  the 
arrival  of  a  powerful  fleet  of  fourteen  line-of-battle 
ships,  destined  to  bear  them  to  America.  June  had 
nearly  closed,*  however,  before  this  powerful  arma- 

'  "  The  abuidonment  of  the  enterpriee  agwjist  Crown  Foiut,  oa 
which  they  had  sectirelf  relied,  wu  a  Berere  diaappointmeat  to  tbe 
New  England  States."— Graham's  Sift,  of  the  Vhiied  Stata,  vol.  iv., 
p.  6. 

"  The  attack  on  Loaiabnrg  was  a  nahenie  vety  favourahle  to  the 
newa  and  interaets  of  France  at  this  period,  aa  it  left  U.  de  Moot- 
calm  entirely  at  liberty  to  prosecute  his  plans  of  conqaest,  and 
Lonisbnrg  was  so  strongly  defended  that  little  apprehension  was 
entertaioed  for  its  safety."— Belsham,  toI.  ii.,  p.  371. 

*  "  Upon  onr  anchoring  in  Chebacto  harbour,  our  commanding 
officer  went  ashore,  and  waited  on  bis  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Loudon, 
who,  with  Uajor-Oeoeral  Abercromby,  expressed  great  pleasure  at  onr 
arriral,  with  tbe  information  they  receirod  of  the  fleet,  and  reinforce- 
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ment,  under  Admiral  Holborne,  arrived  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  Lord  Loudon  had  arranged 
to  meet  the  expedition  at  Halifax  with  all  the  force 
he  could  collect;  to  accomplish  this  transport,  he 
was  injudiciously  led  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  the 
ships  in  the  British  North  American  ports.  This 
arbitrary  measure  at  once  aroused  a  storm  of  indig- 
nation among  the  merchants  and  planters,  whose 
trade  it  ruinously  affected.  The  home  government, 
ever  jealous  of  commercial  liberty,  immediately 
disapproved  the  high-handed  proceeding,  and  issued 
peremptory  orders  against  its  repetition. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1757,  Lord  Loudon  had 
embarked  at  New  York  with  a  considerable  force 
drawn  from  the  protection  of  the  vast  colonial 
borders.    Sir  Charles  Hardy  commanded  a  fleet  of 

menti  we  had  parted  with  at  sea  ;  and  his  lordship  said,  "  We  had 
staid  so  toD^,  he  had  almost  despaired  of  lu  ; "  but  being  assured 
our  delay  proceeded  principal!;  From  an  obstinate  set  of  contrary 
winds,  that  had  retarded  us  in  Ireland  above  two  months  after  onr 
arrlToI  at  the  port  of  embarkation,  his  lordship  seemed  pleased.  (Aj 
the  fate  of  the  expedition  to  Louisbnrg  in  this  campaign  depended,  in 
a  great  measure,  on  the  speedy  sailing  and  junction  of  the  fleet 
and  forces  from  Europe,  with  those  of  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  it  was 
for  this  reason  I  judged  it  necessary  to  commence  this  work  with  the 
flrst  orders  to  the  troops  in  Ireland  to  march  and  embark  for  foreign 
serrice  :  and  it  will  thereby  appear  that  the  earliest  measures  were 
taken  at  home  to  forward  lliis  enterprise,  which,  without  doubt,  would 
have  succeeded,  if  tne  armament  could  have  suled  when  first 
intended)." — Knox's  SiitoricalJoumals  of  the  Campaignt  of  North 
America,  toI.  i.,  p.  14. 

The  same  cause — imposwhility  of  exactly  combining  fleets  and 
armies — had  proved  the  ruin  of  every  expedition,  on  a  grand  scale, 
undertaken  by  «itlier  French  or  English,  in  America,  for  years  before. 
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four  ships  of  war  and  seventy  transports  for  the 
troops ;  each  ship  had  orders,  in  case  of  separation, 
to  make  the  best  of  her  way  to  Halifax.  On  the 
30th  they  all  reached  that  port,  where  they  found 
eight  vessels  of  war  and  some  artillery,  with  two 
regiments  of  infantry.  The  troops  were  landed  as 
soon  as  possible  and  busied  in  various  and  somewhat 
trivial  occupations,  while  fast-sailing  vessels  were 
dispatched  to  examine  the  French  strength  at 
Louisburg,  and  also  to  watch  for  the  arrival  of  the 
remainder  of  the  English  fleet  under  Holbome. 
By  the  9th  of  July  the  whole  of  the  enormous 
armament  had  assembled.  Nineteen  ships  of  the 
line  with  a  great  number  of  smaller  craft,  and  an 
army  of  thirteen  battalions  in  high  spirit  and  con- 
dition were  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 
leaders. 

Much  valuable  time  was  wasted  at  Halifax  in 
unnecessary  drills  and  silly  sham  flghts ;  at  length, 
however,  on  the  1st  and  2nd  of  August,  the  troops 
were  embarked  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Gabarus 
Bay,  to  the  westward  of  Louisburg,  but  on  the  4th, 
information  received  by  a  captured  sloop,  that 
eighteen  ships  of  the  line  and  3000  regular  troops, 
with  many  militia^men  and  Indians,  were  prepared 
to  defend  the  harbour,  altered  the  views  of  the 
English  ehiefk     The  attack  was  abandoned,'  the 

*  "  It  was  rewired,  according  to  the  cuatom  of  this  war,  to  pOBtpone 
the  expedition  to  another  opportunity." — Belaham,  vol.  ii.,  p.  372. 

"  I  do  not  Angai  very  well  of  the  ensuing  eummer;  a  detachment  is 
gtnng  to  America  under  a  commander,  whom  a  child  might  outwit  or 
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troops  were  directed  to  land  in  various  places  on  the 
Acadian  peninsula,  whUe  the  fleet  was  to  cruise  off 
Louisburg  and  endeavour  to  bring  the  French  to 
action.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  a  dispatch 
from  Boston  containing  the  disastrous  news  of  the 
loss  of  Fort  William  Henry,  reached  Lord  Loudon; 
in  consequence  his  orders  were  again  altered.^  The 
luckless  general  himself,  with  a  part  of  the  troops 
and  fleet,  made  sail  for  New  York ;  the  remmning 
r^ment8,not  before  landed,  were  directed  upon  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  and  Admiral  Holbome  with  the  bulk 
of  this  vast  armament  bore  away  for  the  harbour  of 
Louisburg. 

The  objects   of  this  cruise  can   hardly  be  even 

terrify  witli  a  pop-guD."  —  Walpole's  Letteri  to  Sir  E.  Mamt, 
Feb.  13,  1757. 

*  "  It  being  nov  uniTenollj  known  at  H«lifftz  that  tbe  expedition 
against  Cape  Breton  is  laid  aside  for  this  season,  the  clerk  of  the 
chnrch,  to  e^nce  his  sentiments  upon  the  aituation  of  affairs,  gave 
out  and  sung  the  let,  2nd,  9th,  10th,  11th,  13th,  and  26th  reraea  of 
Psalm  xli7,,  of  the  New  Version.  A  Jew  merchant  and  another  man 
were  this  morning  committed  to  jail  b;  the  governor,  for  circulating 
a  false  report  of  there  being  only  five  ships  of  war  and  three  frigates 
at  Louisburg  ;  but  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  being  superior  to  such  mean 
resentments,  ordered  them  to  be  released  in  the  evening." — Knor's 
Eittorical  Journal,  vol.  i.,  p.  24. 

The  extraordiuaiy  ardour  of  Uaj or- General  Lord  Charles  Haj, 
having  made  him  much  buder  than  others  in  condemning  Lord 
Loudon's  conduct  upon  this  occasion,  a  council  of  war  was  called  to 
consider  the  tendency  of  his  reflections,  and  the  consequence  was  his 
being  put  under  arrest.  General  Hopson's  letter  to  Lord  Loudon  in 
October,  three  months  afterwards,  mentions  Lord  Charles  Hay  bebg 
still  under  arrest,  and  oompluns  of  three  repments,  witii  their  com- 
manding officers  at  their  head,  having  gone  "in  corps"  to  wait 
upon  him. 
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conjectured ;  some  ima^e  that  curiosity  was  Hoi- 
home's  sole  motive.  It  is  obvious  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  engage  the  enemy,  for  when  he  approached 
within  two  miles  of  the  hostile  batteries  and  saw  the 
French  admiral's  signal  to  unmoor,  he  immediately 
made  the  best  of  hk  way  back  to  Hali&x.  Being 
reinforced  by  four  ships  of  the  line  about  the  middle 
of  September,  Holhorne  again  sailed  within  sight  of 
Louisburg,  being  then  certain  that  the  French  would 
not  leave  the  shelter  of  their  batteries  to  encounter 
his  superior  strength,  and  thus  risk  unnecessarily 
the  safety  of  their  colony. 

Whilst  continuing  this  useless  demonstration 
a  violent  storm  from  the  southwest  assailed  the 
British  fleet,  on  the  24th  of  October,  at  the  distance 
of  about  forty  leagues  from  the  rock-bound  coast. 
■  In  twelve  hours  the  ships  were  driven  almost  to 
within  gunshot  of  the  shore,  when  a  happy  shift  of 
wind  saved  them  from  total  destruction.  But  the 
Tilbury,  a  munificent  vessel  of  sixty  guns,  went  to 
pieces  on  Cape  Breton,  and  225  of  her  crew  perished 
in  the  waves ;  the  Newark  drove  into  Halifax 
crippled  and  damaged ;  others  subsequently  gained 
the  same  shelter,  dismasted  and  in  a  still  more 
disastrous  plight.  When  the  weather  moderated, 
Admiral  Holbome  made  the  best  of  his  way  for 
England  with  the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  leaving, 
however,  a  small  squadron  under  Lord  Colville  to 
protect  the  British  traders  in  those  northern  seas.' 

'  "  Shortlj  aiW  came  letters  from  the  Karl  of  Loudon,  the  com- 
mander-iiiHihief  in  North  America,  stating  that  be  fonnd  the  French 
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While  the  main  force  of  the  British  armies  had 
been  occupied  in  the  ill-fated  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  Colonel  Stanwix  had  marched  to  protect 
the  western  frontier  with  a  detachment  of  regular 
troops,  and  nearly  2000  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 

21,000  strong,  and  that  not  having  so  nuuiy,  he  could  not  attack  Louis- 
burg, but  shoulil  return  to  Halifax.  Admiral  Holbome,  one  of  the 
Btemest  coDdctnners  offi;ng,  wrote  at  the  same  time  that  he  haviog  but 
seventeen  ships  and  the  French  nineteen,  he  dared  not  attack  them. 
There  was  another  summer  lost !  Pitt  expressed  himself  with  great 
vehemence  agaiost  the  earl,  and  we  naturally  have  loo  lofty  ideas  of 
our  naval  strength  to  suppose  that  seventeen  of  our  ships  are  not  a 
match  for  any  nineteen  others." — Walpole's  GeorgelL,  voLii.,  p.231. 

"  Admiral  Holborne  declined  to  attack  the  French,  because  while 
he  had  seveateen  ships  of  the  lino  they  had  eighteen  and  a  greater 
WEIGHT  OF  METAL,  '  according  to  the  new  sea  phrase,'  says  Chester- 
field, indignantly,  'which  was  unknown  to  Blake!'  (Letter  to  Ait 
Son,  Sept.  30. 1757.)  He  adds,  '  I  hear  that  letters  have  been  sent 
to  both  (Holborne  and  Loudon)  with  rery  severe  reprimands.'" — 
Lord  Mahon's  Hittory  of  England,  vol.  iv.,  p.  108. 

"  The  recent  fate  of  Admiral  fiyng,  who  was  shot  on  the  14Ui  of 
Uarch,  1757,  for  incapacity  in  a  naval  engagement,  is  supposed  to 
have  paralysed  the  energy  of  many  British  officersat  this  juncture." — 
Graham's  United  Statet,  vol.  iv.,  p.  6- 

"  Dans  ce  psys-ci  11  est  hon  de  tuer  de  tenia  en  terns  un  Amiral 
pour  encourager  les  autres." — Candide,  ch.  ziiii. 

*'  The  miserable  consequences  of  our  political  divisions  (in  1757) 
produced  a  general  unsteadiness  in  all  our  pursuits,  and  infused  a 
languor  and  inactivity  into  all  our  military  operations  ;  for  whilst  our 
commandcre  abroad  knew  not  who  would  reward  their  serrices,  or  punish 
their  neglects,  and  were  not  assured  in  what  light  even  the  best  of 
their  actions  would  be  considered,  (having  reason  to  apprehend  that 
they  might  not  be  judged  of  as  they  were  in  themselves,  but  as  their 
appearances  might  answer  the  end  of  some  ruling  faction),  they 
naturally  wanted  that  enterprising  resolution,  without  which  the  best 
capacity,  and  intentions  the  most  honest,  can  do  nothiug  in  war."— 
Annual  Begister. 
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land,  and  Vlt^nia  militia.  At  the  same  time  the 
borders  of  Carolina  were  intrusted  to  the  care  of 
Colonel  Bouquet  with  a  nearly  similar  force.  But 
to  the  north,  the  province  of  New  York  and  the 
New  England  states  were  feebly  held  by  Colonel 
Webb  with  about  4000  men,  and  Colonel  Monro 
with  his  garrison  of  Fort  William  Henry,  against 
the  able  and  vigilant  Montcalm.  Although  Webb 
could  not  be  aware  of  the  movements  of  his 
dangerous  enemy,  he  unaccountably  neglected  to 
avail  himself  of  the  means  of  defence  within 
his  reach.  With  an  indifference  bordering  on 
infatuation,  he  abstained  fi-om  calling  out  the 
numerous  and  hardy  militia  of  the  surrounding 
states,  in  themselves  a  force  sufficient  to  overpower 
his  active  antagonist.  At  length  when  the  white 
banner  of  France  had  actually  been  unfurled  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Champlain,  Webb  awoke  from  his 
lethargy,  but  only  to  make  a  precipitate  and  dis- 
graceful retreat.  He  fell  back  upon  Fort  Edward 
the  following  day,  leaving  Colonel  Monro,  with 
about  2000  men,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  battle,  and 
defend  the  post  which  he  had  thus  shamefully 
abandoned. 

When  Lord  Loudon  had  put  to  sea  with  the  main 
army,  Montcalm  instantly  seized  the  opportunity 
of  renewing  his  favourite  project  of  gaining  the 
command  of  Lake  Geoi^e,  through  the  reduction 
of  Fort  William  Henry.  He  rapidly  concentrated 
his  forces  at  Ticonderoga,  including  a  consider- 
able body  of  Indians,  numbering  altogether  8000 
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men.  well  appointed  and  provisioned,  with  a  pro- 
portionate force  of  artillery ;  and  without  delay 
pushed  on  a  large  division  of  his  army  under  M.  de 
Levi,  along  the  shores  of  the  lake.  On  the  let  of 
August,  he  followed  with  the  remainder,  who, 
together  with  the  heavy  ordnance  and  warlike 
stores,  were  embarked  in  canoes  and  batteaux.  On 
the  night  of  the  2nd,  both  divisions  met  in  a  bay 
near  the  English  fort,  and  soon  afterwards  the 
general  learned  from  some  prisoners,  who  were  the 
survivors  of  a  party  surprised  by  the  Indians,  the 
retreat  of  Webb,  and  the  wealmess  of  the  British 
garrison.  He  immediately  advanced  upon  the  fort 
in  three  columns,  sending  M.  de  Levi  with  all  his 
savage  allies  to  scour  the  neighbouring  woods ;  these 
fierce  warriors  suddenly  fell  upon  a  small  foraging 
party  of  the  English,  slew  and  scalped  forty  of 
their  number,  and  carried  off  fifty  head  of  cattle. 

Montcalm  spent  the  3rd  of  August  in  reconnoit- 
ring the  fort  and  neighbourhood,^  and  in  erecting 

*  "  Dlrectl;  on  the  shore  of  the  l&ka,  and  nearer  to  its  western  thao 
to  its  eastern  margia,  laj  the  extenure  earthen  ramparts  and  low 
buildings  of  William  Henry.  Two  of  the  sweeping  bastions  appeared 
to  rest  on  the  water,  which  washed  their  bases,  while  a  deep  ditch 
and  eitensive  morasses  guarded  its  other  ude  and  angles.  The  land 
had  been  cleared  of  wood  for  a  reasonable  distance  around  the  work, 
but  everf  other  part  of  the  scene  lay  in  the  green  liveiy  of  nature, 
except  where  the  limpid  water  mellowed  the  view,  or  the  bold  rocks 
thrust  th^  black  and  naked  heads  abore  the  undulating  outline  of 
the  mountain  ranges.  In  its  front  might  be  seen  the  scattered 
sen^ela  who  held  a  weary  watch  against  their  numerous  foes. 
.  .  .  .  Towards  the  south-east,  but  in  immediate  contact  with 
the  fort,  was  an  entrenched  camp,  posted  on  a  rocky  eminenoe,  that 
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batteries,  but  the  Indians  scorned  the  delays  of 
regular  war&re,  and  urged  an  immediate  attack 
without  waiting  for  the  aid  of  artillery.  The  chief 
listened  not  unwillingly  to  this  daring  counsel;  first, 
however,  he  determined  to  try  the  virtue  of  nego- 
tiation, and  dispatched  a  peremptory  summons  to 
Colonel  Monro  demanding  an  immediate  surrender. 
The  Engli^  chiet  although  but  too  well  aware  of 
his  own  weakness,  returned  a  spirited  answer  to 
this  haughty  message :  **  I  will  defend  my  trust," 
said  he,  "  to  the  last  extremity." 

This  bold  reply  quickened  the  ardour  of  the 
French:  during  the  4th  and  6th  day  and  night 
their  labours  ceased  not;  they  dug  and  delved 
into  the  earth  with  vindictive  and  untiring  zeal, 
pushing  on  the  trenches  of  the  attack  close  to 
the  ramparts  of  the  fort  At  daybreak  on  the  6th, 
ten  guns  and  a  large  mortar  broke  the  silence  of 
the  morning  with  a  salvo  upon  the  beleaguered 
garrison.  The  British  paid  back  the  deadly  salute 
vigoroiuily,  but  with  far  inferior  power.  Mean- 
while, the  Indians  and  some  Canadian  shi^p- 
shooters  swarmed  around  at  every  point;  some 
hiding  behind  the  stumps  of  the  forest  trees,  others 

would  hare  been  for  mora  eligible  for  the  work  itself.  .... 
But  tii«  ipectacle  which  moat  concerned  the  jonng  soldier,  was  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  lake,  though  quite  near  to  its  southern 
termioation.  On  a  strip  of  land,  which  appeared  from  its  stand  too 
narrow  to  contain  such  an  army,  but  which  in  truth  extended  many 
hundreds  of  jards  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Qeorge  to  the  base  of  the 
monntun,  wero  to  be  seen  the  white  tents  and  militiuy  engines  for 
it  of  10,000  men."— ^ft  o/lA«  Mohkam,  p.  144. 
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finding  shelter  in  an  adjoining  garden,  from  their 
covert  swept  the  works  of  the  defenders  with  a 
murderous  fire.  The  odds  were  great,  but  in  a  vain 
hope  that  Webb  would  not  see  him  lost  without  an 
effort,  Monro  held  out  with  stubborn  courage.  His 
loss  was  heavy,  his  defences  rapidly  giving  way 
under  the  crashing  artillery  of  the  French;  yet 
still  he  resisted  the  threats  and  promises  of  the 
enemy.  At  length  ammunition  failed  ;  the  savages 
soon  perceived  this,  and  redoubled  their  fire, 
crowding  closer  round  the  failing  defenders. 
While  yet  they  strove  to  hold  their  ground,  an 
intercepted  letter  from  Webb  to  Monro  was  sent  in 
by  the  French  general;  this  destroyed  the  last 
remaining  hope,  for  it  stated  that  no  timely 
relief  could  reach  them,  and  advised  that  they 
should  make  the  best  terms  in  their  power.  Monro 
then  no  longer  hesitated,  and  a  capitulation  was 
signed,  with  conditions  such  as  a  chivalrous  con- 
queror should  give  to  those  who  had  nobly,  but 
unsuccessfully,  performed  their  duty. 

The  sequel  of  this  gallant  defence  is  as  sad  as  it 
is  unaccountable.  The  Indians  despised  the  rights 
of  the  conquered;  when  they  saw  the  garrison 
march  out  on  the  following  day,  with  arms  and 
^^S^^t  anil  protected  by  a  French  escort,  their  rage 
knew  no  bounds;  but  with  savage  cunning  they 
suffered  their  victims  to  proceed  uninterruptedly 
tai  a  place  was  reached  favourable  to  their  mur- 
derous designs;  then  suddenly  with  horrible  yells 
they  burst  from  the  woods  upon  the  English  column. 
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This  unexpected  onslaught  paralysed  with  terror 
the  men  who  but  the  day  before  had  fought  with 
dauntless  bravery;  few  attempted  to  resist,  some 
were  instantly  struck  down  by  the  tomahawks  of 
the  savages,  others  found  tardy  protection  from  the 
French  escort,  and  about  600  dispersed  among  the 
woods,  and  finally  reached  Fort  Edward  in  miserable 
plight. 

The  endeavour  to  clear  the  memory  of  the  illus- 
trious Montcalm  from  the  dark  stain  of  connivance 
with  this  ferocious  treachery  is  now  a  grateful  task. 
While  the  dreadful  story^  was  ft^sh  on  the  English 
ear,  few  voices  were  raised  in  his  defence ;  the  blood 
of  the  murdered  men  was  laid  at  his  door ;  the  traitor 
to  a  soldier's  fiiith  was  held  in  scornful  detestation. 
But  time,  "  that  reverses  the  sentence  of  unrighteous 
judges,"  has  served  to  clear  away  the  cloud  that 
shaded  the  brightness  of  the  gallant  Frenchman's 
fame.  He  may,  indeed,  still  be  censured  for  not 
having  provided  a  sufficient  escort  for  the  sur- 
rendered garrison.  Surely,  however,  he  may  well 
have  deemed  2000  men,  such  as  those  who  had 
before  defended  themselves  with  becoming  bravery 
against  his  host,  might  hold  their  own  against  an 
inferior  number  of  sav^es.  When  the  onslaught 
began  he  used  his  utmost  endeavour  to  arrest  it; 

°  "  I  was  a  little  child  when  this  traoBactioD  took  place,  and 
distinctly  remember  the  strong  emotions  which  it  everywhere  excited, 
and  which  hitherto  time  has  not  been  able  to  efface." — Dwight.  The 
Laet  of  the  Mohicans  has  given  an  immortal  interest  to  the  fate  of 
Fort  William  Uenrj.     Graham's  United  States,  vol.  ir.,  p.  8. 
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he  rushed  into  the  bloody  scene,  and  strove  earnestly 
to  stop  its  progress;  baring  his  breast,  he  called 
upon  the  sav^es  to  slay  him,  their  father,  but  to 
spare  the  English  for  whom  his  honour  was  plighted. 
Then  finding  his  interference  useless,  he  called  upon 
the  prisoners  to  defend  themselves,  and  fire  upon 
their  pursuers;  it  was  in  vain,  however,  so  over- 
powering were  the  terrors  of  the  Indian  tomahawk.' 
Montcalm's  officers  also  threw  themselves  in  the 
way  of  the  vindictive  savages,  and  some  were  even 
wounded  in  the  attempt.' 

'■'....  Committing  &  thoneand  outrages  «od  barbuitiee,  from 
which  the  Freaoh  commander  endearoured  in  vain  to  restrain  them. 
All  this  was  suffered  by  2000  men,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  from 
a  disorderly  crew  of  sarages." — Burke,  ^nnuai  Register  for  A» 
ytar  1758. 

*  "  Montcahn  says  in  bis  letter  to  Muaro,  August  3rd,  1757,  '  I  am 
still  able  to  restrain  the  ssvages,  and  to  oblige  them  to  obserro  a 
capitulation,  u  none  of  them  have  been  killed  ;  but  this  control  will 
not  be  in  my  power  under  other  circumstances.'  "•—Russell's  Mod«m 
Europe. 

"  Of  the  scene  of  cruelty  and  bloodshed  that  took  place  at  Fort 
William  Henry,  the  accounts  which  hare  bees  transnutted  are  not  less 
uniform  and  authentic  than  horrible  and  disgusting.  The  only  point 
which  is  wrapped  in  obscurity,  is,  hovi  far  the  French  general  and  his 
troops  were  voluntarily  or  unavoidably  spectators  of  the  violation  of  the 
treaty  which  they  stood  pledged  to  fulfil.  According  to  some  accounts, 
no  escort  whatever  was  furnished  to  the  British  garrison.  According  to 
others,  the  escort  was  a  mere  mockery,  both  in  respect  of  the  numbers 
of  the  French  guards,  and  of  their  wiUingness  to  defend  their  civilised 
enemies  against  their  savage  Mends.  It  is  certain  that  the  escort, 
if  any,  proved  totally  meffectual ;  and  Ibis  acknowledged  circumstance, 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  prior  occurrences  at  Oswego,  is  sufficient 
to  stain  the  character  of  Hontcalm  with  a  suspicion  of  treachery  and 
dishonour." — Graham's  Hittory  of  the  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  7, 
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Immediately  after  the  victory  Montcalm  demo- 
lished the  fort,  destroyed  all  the  English  vessels 
and  boats  upon  the  Lake,  triumphantly  carried  off 
the  artillery,  warlike  stores,  and  baggage,  100  live 
oxen,  and  provisions  for  six  months  for  a  garrison 
of  5000  men.  They  did  not  endeavour  to  push 
further  their  important  advantages,  but  once  ^ain 
retired  within  their  own  territories.^ 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  inform  the  court  of  France  that  his 
gallant  general's  expedition  had  been  thus  eminently 
successful.  He  moreover  accompanied  the  cheering 
news  by  earnest  demands  for  aid  in  troops,  artillery, 
and  warlike  stores,  and  prayed  that  he  might  be 
speedily  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the  ministry, 
and  their  plans  for  the  defence  of  the  stUl  endangered 
colony.* 

*  "  Webb,  roosed  At  length  from  bis  letbargj,  hy  peraonal  appre- 
benBion,  bad  bastilj  invoked  the  succour  of  tbe  States  of  New 
England.  The  call  was  promptlj  obeyed,  and  a  portion  of  the 
militia  of  MaasachuHetta  and  Connecticut  was  dispatched  to  check  the 
rictoriona  progreas  of  the  French.  Montcalm,  whether  daunted  by 
this  Tigorous  demonstration  or  satisfied  with  tbe  blow  which  he  had 
strucl,  and  engrossed  with  the  care  of  improving  its  propitious 
influenoe  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  refruned  from  even  investing 
Fort  Edward,  and  made  no  farther  attempt  at  present  to  extend  the 
circle  of  his  conquests." — Qraham's  Bittory  of  the  United  Statet, 
vol.  iv.,  p.  8. 

*  "  Mais  malgr^  les  instantes  demandes  des  Canadians,  le  gouvemO' 
ment  4e  Madame  da  Pompadour  ne  songeoit  point  ^  leiir  enroyer  des 
seconrs.  H.  Pitt,  an  oontraire,  apportant  une  mdme  viguenr  dans 
tonslesd^partemensde  la  guerre,  avoit  destin^  des  forces  coneid^bles, 
k  rabjugoer  dans  toutes  les  parties  de  TAm^ique  les  Frangois,  qui 
sbandonnes  a  ciu-raSmes  ne  ponvoient  tarder  plus  long  terns  ^ 
■occomber." — Sismondi'a  HiiU  de*  Fram^ii,  vol.  xxii.,  ch,  l!v. 
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Meanwhile  peculation  and  corruption  had  fright- 
fully increased  among  those  intrusted  with  the 
Provincial  administration.  The  Associates'  Company 
cast  aside  all  decent  seeming  of  honesty,  and  robbed 
the  government,  the  settlers,  and  the  Indians,  with 
unblushing  effrontery.  The  oftlcers  in  command  of 
outposts  followed  this  infectious  example;  under 
pretext  of  supplying  the  savages,  they  made 
frequent  and  large  demands  for  goods,  which,  when 
obtained,  were  applied  to  their  own  use.  And  not 
even  content  with  this  wholesale  plunder,  they  gave 
certificates,  amounting  to  laT^  sums  of  money,  for 
articles  never  furnished ;  from  this  source  arose  that 
immense  amount  of  paper  currency  which  deluged 
the  colony  at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  leaving  no 
less  than  eighty  millions  of  livres  then  unprovided 
for.  This  enormous  dishonesty  brought  down  its 
own  punishment ;  agriculture  and  trade  ^ere  para- 
lysed, loyalty  shaken,  while  diminished  resources, 
and  a  discontented  people,  hastened  the  inevitable 
catastrophe  of  British  triumph. 

Immediately  on  Lord  Loudon's  return  from  the 
disgraceful  expedition  to  Halifax'    he  repaired  to 

'  ■'  We  had  a  torrent  of  bad  neirs  jesterdaj  from  Amerioa.  Lord 
Loudon  baa  fonnd  an  army  of  20,000  French,  givea  over  the  deeign 
on  LouUburg,  and  retires  to  Halifax.  Admiral  Holbome  vritea 
that  thej  have  nineteen  ships  to  his  serenteen,  and  that  he  cannot 
attack  them.  It  ie  time  for  England  to  slip  her  own  cables,  and  float 
away  into  some  nnknown  ocean ! " — VF eipok' a  Letter*  to  Sir  ff.  Mann, 
Sept.  3, 1757. 

"  To  add  to  the  ill-humour,  our  papers  are  filled  with  the  nevr  loss  of 
Fort  William  Henrj,  which  coTcred  New  York.  That  opulent  and 
proad  colony,  between  their  own  factions  and  our  folly,  is  in  imminent 
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Fort  Edward,  which  was  the  English  advanced 
post  in  the  direction  of  Canada  since  the  loss  of 
Fort  William  Henry.*  As  soon  as  he  had  given 
directions  for  its  defence,  he  took  up  his  winter 
quarters  at  Albany :  thence  he  dispatched  Captain 
Rogers  with  a  small  party  to  capture  stra^lers  of 
the  enemy  and  gain  intelligence  of  their  movements. 

danger ;  but  I  will  have  done — nay,  if  we  loae  another  domtnioD, 
I  think  I  will  have  done  writing  to  you  ;  I  cannot  bear  to  chronicle  to 
maajr  disgraces." — Walpole'a  Lettert  to  Sir  H.  Mann,  Oct.  12,1757. 

"When  intelligence  of  these  new  losses  uid  disgraces  reached 
England,  the  people,  already  sufficiently  mortified  bj  their  losses  and 
disgraces  in  Europe,*  sank  into  a  general  despondency ;  and  some 
moral  and  political  writers,  who  pretended  to  foretel  the  ruin  of  the 
nation,  and  ascribed  its  misfortunee  to  a  total  corruption  of  manners 
and  principles,  obtained  general  credit.  Of  these  writers  the  most 
distinguished  wu  Dr.  Brown,  whose  Estimate  of  the  Manners  and 
Principlet  of  the  Times,  abounding  with  awful  predictions,  was 
bought  up,  and  read  with  incredible  avidity,  and  seemed  to  be  as 
much  confided  in  as  if  be  had  been  divinely  inspired." — Rassell's 
Modem  Europe,  vol.  iii.,  p.  334, 

'  The  lengthened  sheet  of  Lake  Champlain  stretched  from  the 
frontiers  of  Canada  noarl;  half  the  distance  between  Canada 
and  New  York.  On  the  Canada  side  the  River  Richelieu  formed  a 
communication  with  the  River  St.  Lawrence  ;  on  the  New  York  side 
Lake  George  extended  the  water  communication  twelve  leagues  further 
to  the  south,  and  then  a  portage  of  twelve  miles  over  the  high  land, 
which  interposed  itself  to  the  further  passage  of  the  water,  conducted 
the  traveller  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  at  a  point  where  the  river 
became  navigable  to  the  tido.t  It  was  this  almost  nnintcrruptod 
water  communication  between  the  rival  states  of  Canada  and  New 
York  that  rendered  the  forts  on  Lake  Champlain  X  and  Lake  George  § 
sncfa  important  objects  of  attack  or  defence. 

■  The    C»[JliiI»tl0D    of    ClMlcneTen,  ot   Convention   of  8»de,  mu   ligoti   in 

September  of  thi.  jtti.  t  Here  Fort  Ed««rd  wu  lituMtd. 

J  TkondentB  H>d  Port  Fnderldi  ot  Crown  Point.  f  Fort  WllliMD  Senrj. 
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This  officer  succeeded  in  ascertaining  that  the 
important  posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
had  been  left  insufficiently  garrisoned.  The  English 
general  formed  designs,  and  even  made  extensive  pre- 
parations to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus 
ofTered^bat  with  vacillating  weakness  soon  abandoned 
the  project  In  Acadia  some  ineffectual  marching  and 
counter-marching  was  performed  by  his  orders,  and 
the  troops  suffered  considerably  from  privation  and 
from  the  harassing  enmity  of  the  French  and  Indians. 

The  feeble  conduct  and  the  contemptible  results 
of  this  camp^gQ  demonstrated  the  inability  of  the 
English  chief  for  military  command ;  but  Lord  Lou- 
don's merits  in  council  should  not  be  overlooked, 
while  he  stands  condemned  as  a  general.  He  aroused 
the  different  colonial  governments  from  a  dangerous 
apathy,  induced  them  to  unite  in  some  measure 
their  great  but  diqointed  power,  and  exert  for  the 
general  good  the  means  which  Providence  had 
abundantly  supplied.  These  fiivourable  conditions 
were  improved  by  the  politic  wisdom  of  his  suc- 
cessors in  the  post  of  commander-in-chief  in  North 
America. 

The  return  of  Holbome's  shattered  fleet  and  the 
news  of  the  resultiess  manoeuvres  of  Lord  Loudon 
aroused  a  storm  of  indignation  in  England.  Enor- 
mous preparations  had  proved  fruitless,  a  vast  force 
bad  warred  only  against  the  hardships  of  the  wil- 
derness or  the  dangers  of  the  ocean.  Twenty 
thousand  regular  troops,  with  a  large  Provincial 
army,  had  wasted  the  precious  season  of  action  in 
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embarkations  and  disembarkatiooB,  disgraceful 
retreats,  and  advances  almost  equally  disgracefuL 
Twenty  magnificent  ships  of  the  line  had  left  the 
British  posts  for  the  American  shore  in  the  pride  of 
irresistible  power ;  and  without  firing  a  gun  for  the 
honour  of  their  flag,  returned  to  whence  they  came, 
or,  maimed  and  dismantled,  sought  refuge  in  fiiendly 
ports.  England  had  to  lament  her  gallant  children, 
her  stately  ships,  her  hard-earned  treasures,  and, 
above  all,  her  military  glory,  lost  in  the  western 
deserts  or  swallowed  up  in  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

BiTBiNO  the  disastrous  campaign  of  1767,  a  steife 
of  greater  importance  than  that  on  the  Ameriean 
continent  was  carried  on  in  the  KngUsh  House  of 
Conmions.  In  the  preceding  year,  the  falsehood 
and  incompetency  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  prime- 
minister  of  England,  had  aroused  &  storm  of  in- 
dignation, to  which  the  shameftil  losses  of  Minorca 
and  Oswego  had  given  overwhelming  force.  Mr.  Fox, 
the  only  commoner  of  character  and  ability  who 
still  adhered  to  the  ministry,  determined  to  lend 
his  name  no  longer  to  the  premier's  policy,  and  in 
the  month  of  October  resigned  the  seals  of  office. 
This  blow  proved  fatal  for  the  tottering  cabinet. 
To  the  almost  universal  joy  of  the  people,  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  did  not  dare  the  encounter  with  his 
gifted  rival  in  the  approaching  session  of  parliament, 
and  reluctantly  yielded  up  those  powers  the  exercise 
of  which  in  his  hands  had  led  the  nation  to  em- 
barrassment and  shame. 

By  the  wish  of  the  king,  Mr.  Fox  endeavoured  to 
induce  Mr.  William  Prrr  to  join  with  him  in  the 
conduct  of  the  national  councils.  The  "Great 
Ckimmoner,"  however,  decisively  rejected  this  over- 
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ture.'  The  Duke  of  Devonahire,  lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  a  man  more  remarkable  for  probity 
and  loyalty  than  for  administrative  capacity,  next 
received  the  royal  commands  to  form  a  ministry; 
he  sacrificed  his  personal  predilections  towards 
iSr.  Fox  to  the  public  good,  and  at  once  appointed 
Pitt  secretary  of  state,  with  l^gge  as  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  Most  of  the  subordinate  members 
of  the  cabinet  retuned  their  places,  but  several  of 
Pitt's  relatives  received  appointments  to  important 
offices. 

Almost  the  first  step  of  the  new  cabinet  was  to 
apply  to  parliament  for  the  means  of  aiding  the 
King  of  Prussia  against  "  the  vindictive  designs  of 
France."  Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  of 
the  ministry,  and  the  general  confidence  in  its 
capacity  and  integrity,  the  apparent  contrast  between 
this  propositioD  and  former  protestations  against 
continental  interference  excited  the  hostility  of 
many,  and  the  observation  of  all.  The  supplies, 
however,  were  voted  to  the  full  extent  demanded 
by  the  minister. 

Despite  these  concessions  to  the  king's  Hanoverian 
interests,  nothing  could  overcome  the  personal  dis- 

'  "  But  though  Pitt  desired  high  ofiice,  he  desired  it  only  for  high 
and  generous  ends.  He  did  not  seek  it  for  patronAge  like  Newcsatle, 
Of  for  lucre  like  Fox.  Qlory  was  the  bright  star  that  ever  shoae 
before  his  eyes,  snd  ever  guided  him  onward, -~hia  ooantr/s  glory 
and  his  ovu.  ■  My  Lord  !  '  he  once  exclaimed  to  the  Duke  of 
DoTOoshire,  '  I  (un  sure  ihat  I  can  save  this  country,  and  that  no  one 
dse  «an  r  "—Lord  Mahon's  Hut.  of  England,  rol.  iv.,  p.  77. 
k2 
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like  of  his  majesty  to  Pitt,  and  to  his  brother-in-law 
Lord  Temple.  The  appointment  of  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  to  command  the  British  force  on  the 
continent,  gave  opportunity  for  the  manifestation  of 
this  royal  hostility.  The  duke  refused  to  undertake 
his  duties  while  such  an  anti-HanoTerian  as  Pitt 
remained  as  virtual  head  of  the  ministry.  The 
king's  love  for  his  son,  and  hatred  of  his  gifted 
servant,  combined  to  prompt  him  to  the  decided 
step  of  dismissing  the  great  minister  from  his 
councils.  An  interval  of  nearly  three  months 
elapsed  in  vain  attempts  to  form  a  cabinet  from 
which  Pitt  should  be  excluded.  There  was,  how- 
ever, another  party  interested  in  these  arrangements, 
which  neither  prerogative  nor  parliamentary  influ- 
ence might  long  venture  to  oppose— the  British 
Nation.  As  with  one  voice,  all  ranks  and  classes 
spoke  out  their  will,  that  Pitt  should  hold  the 
helm.  His  rivals  saw  that  it  was  impossible  to 
stem  the  stream,  and  wisely  counselled  the  king  to 
yield  to  the  wishes  of  his  people.  In  June  the 
patriot  minister  was  once  again  ruler  of  England's 
destiny.' 

*  At  tbiB  period  commenced  the  brilliant  en,  justly  called 
Hh.  Fitt'b  Administkation,  in  which  he  hecune  the  aonl  of  the 
Britiah  councila,  conciliated  the  good-will  of  the  king,  infiued  a  new 
Bpirit  into  the  Btitiih  nation,  and  cnrbed  the  united  efforts  of  the 
House  of  Bonrbon. 

The  following  picture  of  afiura  at  the  moment  when  Pitt  hecame 
eecretary  of  state  (29th  June,  1757)  is  contained  in  a  letter  from 
Lord  Chesterfield  to  Mr.  DajroUes  : — "  Whoever  is  in  or  whoever  is 
out,  I  am  sure  we  are  undone  both  at  home  and  abroad  :  at  home,  hT 
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This  illustrious  man  knew  no  party  but  the  British 
nation,  acknowledged  no  other  interest.  To  exalt 
the  power  and  prosperity  of  his  country  and  to 
humble  France  was  his  sole  aim  and  object.  Per- 
sonally disagreeable  to  the  highest  power  in  the 
state,  and  from  many  causes  regarded  with  hostility 
by  the  several  aristocratic  confederacies;  it  needed 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  his  countrymen,  and 
the  unacknowledged  confidence  of  those  powerful 
men  whose  favour  he  neither  possessed  nor  desired* 
to  sweep  away  these  formidable  difficulties,  and  give 
to  England  in  the  hour  of  need  the  services  of  her 
greatest  son. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  of  1757,  how- 
ever, the  energy  uid  wisdom  of  Pitt  were  too  late 
brought  to  the  council,  and  the  ill-conducted  schemes 
of  Ms  predecessors  bore,  as  has  been  shown,  the 
bitter  fruit  of  disaster  and  disgrace.  But  no  sooner 
was  he  firmly  established  in  office,  and  his  plans  put 
in  execution,  than  the  British  cause  began  to  revive 
in  the  western  hemisphere,  and  although  still  che- 
quered with  defeat,  glory  and  success  rewarded  his 
gigantic  efibrts.  He  at  once  determined  to  renew 
the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  and,  warned  by 
previous  failures,  urged  upon  the  king  the  necessity 
of  removing  both  the  naval  and  military  officers 

ma  iDcreaung  debt  ftnd  eipenaea  ;  abroad,  bj  our  ill-lack  and  inca- 
paeity.  ....  The  French  are  masters  to  do  what  thej  pleaae 
in  America.  We  are  no  longer  a  nation.  I  never  yet  aaw  so  dreadful 
a  prospect." — Corretpondewe  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  edited  hj 
WiUiam  Stanhope  Tajlor,  Esq.,  vol.  i.,  note,  p.  238. 
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■who  had  hitherto  conducted  the  operations.  With 
that  admirable  perception  which  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  faculties  of  superior  minds,  he  readily  dis- 
cerned in  others  the  qualities  requisite  for  his 
purpose, — ^his  judgment  ever  unwarped  and  his  keen 
vision  unclouded  by  personal  or  political  considera- 
tioiw.  In  Colonel  Amherst  he  had  discovered  sound 
sense,  steady  courage,  and  au  active  genius;  he 
therefore  recalled  him  from  the  army  in  Germany, 
and  casting  aside  the  hampering  formalities  of  mili- 
tary rule,  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  major-general, 
and  to  the  command  of  the  troops  destined  for 
the  attack  of  Louisburg.'  At  the  same  time,  from 
the  British  navy's  brilliant  roll,  the  minister  se- 
lected the  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen  as  admiral  of 
the  fleet,  and  gave  him  also,  till  the  arrival  of 
General  Amherst,  the  unusual  commission  of  com- 
mand over  the  land  forces.  With  vigorous  zeal  the 
equipments  were  hurried  on,  and  on  the  L9th  of 
February  a  magnificent  armament  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth for  the  harbour  of  Halifax  on  the  Acadian 
Peninsula,  The  general  was  delayed  by  contrary 
winds,  and  did  not  reach  Halifax  till  the  28th  of 
May,  where  he  met  Boscawen's  fleet  coming  out 
of  the  harbour ;  the  admiral,  impatient  of  delay, 

*  "  What  alarms  me  most,  is  tlie  acconnt  Ladj  Hester  brought  of 
some  men-of-var,  a  fow,  vetj  few,  being  got  into  Louisburg;  because, 
upon  the  issue  of  that  attempt  I  think  the  whole  salTation  of  this 
country  and  Gurope  does  essentially  depend."  (Letter  of  Earl  Temple 
to  Mr.  Pitt,Stowe,  July  3,  1758).— Chatham  Correspondence,  vol.  i., 
p.  325. 


itizecoy  Google 


THE   CONQUIST  OF  CANADA.  136 

faiiTin^  put  all  tiie  force  in  motion,  witli  the  excep- 
tion of  a  corps  1600  strong  left  to  guard  the  post. 
No  less  than  22  ships  of  the  line  and  16  frigates, 
with  120  smaller  vessels,  sailed  under  his  flag,  and 
14  battalions  of  infentry  with  artillery  and  engineers, 
in  all  11,600,  almost  excluslTely  British  regulars, 
were  embarked  to  form  the  army  of  General  Amherst 
The  troops  were  told  off  in  three  brigades  of  nearly 
equal  strength,  under  the  brigadier-generals,  Whit- 
more,  Lawrence,  and  Jaubs  Wolfe.* 

At  dawn,  on  the  2nd  of  June,  the  armament 
arrived  off  Cape  Breton,  where  the  greatest  part  of 
the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  the  open  roadstead  of 
Grabarus  Bay.  Amherst  entertained  a  strong  hope 
to  surprise  the  garrison  of  Louisbm-g,  and  with 
that  view  issued  an  order  to  forbid  the  slightest 
noise,  or  the  exliibition  of  any  light,  on  board  the 
transports  near  the  shore ;  he  especially  warned  the 
troops  to  preserve  a  profound  silence  as  they  landed. 
But  the  elements  rendered  these  judicious  orders  of 
no  avail ;  in  the  morning  a  dense  fog  shrouded  the 
rocl^  shore,  and  as  the  advancing  day  cleared  away 
the  curtains  of  the  mist,  a  prodigious  swell  rolled  in 
from  the  Atlantic  and  broke  in  impassable  surf 
upon  the  beach.  Nevertheless  in  the  evening,  the 
general,  with  Lawrence  and  Wolfe,  approached 
close  to  the  dangerous  shore,  and  reconnoitred  the 
difKcnlties  which  nature  and  the  enemy  might 
oppose  to  their  landing.  They  found  that  the  French 
had  formed  a  chain  of  posts  for  some  distance  across 

'  See  Appendix,  No.  LXIV. 
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the  country,  and  that  they  had  also  thrown  up  works 
and  batteries  at  the  points  where  a  successful  debark- 
ation seemed  most  probable.  The  next  morning  the 
sea  had  not  abated,  and  for  six  successive  days  the 
heavy  roll  of  Uie  ocean  broke  with  undiminished 
violence  upon  the  ragged  shore.  During  this  interval 
the  enemy  toiled  day  and  night  to  strengthen  their 
position,  and  lost  no  opportunity  of  opening  fire 
with  guns  and  mortars  upon  the  ships. 

On  the  8th  the  sea  subsided  into  calm,  and  the 
fog  vanished  from  the  shore.  Before  daybreak  the 
troops  were  assembled  in  boats,  formed  in  three 
divisions;  at  dawn  Commodore  Durell  examined 
the  coast,  and  declared  that  the  landing  was  now 
practicable.  When  his  report  was  received,  seven 
of  the  smaller  vessels  at  once  opened  fire,  and  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  boats  of  tiie  left 
division  began  to  row  in  towards  the  shore ;  in  them 
were  embarked  twelve  companies  of  grenadiers,  550 
light  infantry  men,  with  the  Highlanders  and  a 
body  of  Provincial  Bangers;  Br^adier-General 
Wolfe  was  their  diief  The  right  and  centre 
brigades,  under  Whitmore  and  Lawrence,  moved  at 
the  same  time  towards  other  parts  of  the  shore,  and 
three  sloops  were  sent  past  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 

The  left  division  was  the  first  to  reach  the  beach 
at  a  point  a  httle  eastward  of  Freshwater  Cove,  and 
four  miles  from  the  town.*    The  French  stood  firm, 

*  The  place  irhere  the  Britiah  troops  landed  near  Freshwater  Cots, 
before  the  sucoeasful  nege  of  Louiabnrg,  wu  called  Coimoran  Creek. 
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and  held  their  fire  till  the  asa^lants  were  close  la 
shore ;  then,  as  the  boats  rose  on  the  dangerous  surf, 
they  poured  in  a  rattling  volley  from  every  gun  and 
musket  that  could  be  brought  to  bear.  Many  of  the 
British  tToops  were  struck  down,  but  not  a  shot 
was  returned.  Wolfe's  flag-staff  was  shivered  by 
a  bar-shot,  and  many  boats  badly  damaged,  still 
with  ardent  valour  the  sailors  forced  their  way 
throi^h  the  surging  waves,  and  in  very  few  minutes 
the  whole  division  was  ashore,  and  the  enemy  flying 
in  disorder  from  all  his  entrenchments.  The  victors 
pressed  on  rapidly  in  pursuit,  and  despite  the  rugged 
and  difficult  country,  inflicted  a  heavy  loss  on  the 
fugitives,  and  took  seventy  prisoners.  At  length 
the  cannon  of  the  ramparts  of  Zjouisburg  checked 
their  further  advance.  In  the  meantime  the 
remaming  British  divisions  had  landed,  but  not 
without  losing  nearly  100  boats  and  many  men  from 
the  increasing  violence  of  the  sea. 

During  the  two  following  days  the  fury  of  the 
waves  forbade  all  attempts  to  land  the  artilleiy,  and 
the  necessary  stores  for  the  attack  of  the  hostile 
stronghold ;  on  the  11th,  however,  the  weather 
b^an  to  clear  and  some  progress  was  made  in  the 
preparations.  Hitherto  the  troops  had  suffered 
much  from  wuit  of  provisions  and  tents ;  now  their 
Mtuation  was  somewhat  improved. 

Louisbuig  is  a  noble  harbour:  within  is  ample 
shelter  for  the  lai^st  fleets  England  or  France  have 
ever  sent  from  their  shores.  A  rugged  promontory, 
on  which  stood  the  town  and  somewhat  dilapidated 
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fortifications,  protects  it  from  the  south-west  wind ; 
another  far  larger  arm  of  the  land  is  its  shelter  to 
the  south-east  About  midway  across  the  entrance 
of  this  land-locked  bay  stands  Goat  Island,  which 
at  that  time  was  defended  by  some  works,  with  a 
formidable  array  of  guns ;  a  range  of  impassable 
rocks  extends  thence  to  the  town.  From  an  deva. 
tion  to  the  north-west  of  the  harbour,  the  grand 
battery  showed  a  threatening  front  to  those  who 
might  seek  to  force  the  entrance  of  the  Sound. 
For  the  defence  of  this  important  position,  M.  de 
Drucour,  the  French  chief,  had  at  his  disposal  six 
line-of-battle  ships ;  five  frigates,  three  of  which  he 
Bank,  to  impede  the  entrance  of  the  harbour ;  3000 
regular  troops  and  burgher  militia,  with  350  Cana- 
dians and  Indians. 

On  the  12th  the  French  withdrew  all  their  out^ 
posts,  and  even  destroyed  the  Grand  Batteiy  that 
commanded  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  con- 
centrating their  whole  power  upon  the  defence  of 
the  town.  Wolfe's  active  light  troops  soon  gave 
intelligence  of  these  movements,  and  the  following 
day  the  brigadier  pushed  on  his  advance  round  the 
northern  and  eastern  shores  of  the  bay,  till  they 
gained  the  high  lands  opposite  Goat  Island  with 
little  opposition ;  there,  as  soon  as  the  perversity  of 
the  weather  would  permit,  he  monnted  some  heavy 
artillery,  but  it  was  not  till  the  20th  that  he  was 
enabled  to  open  fire  upon  the  ships  and  the  land 
defences.  On  the  25th  the  formidable  French  guns 
on  Goat  Island  were  silenced.    Wolfe  then  left  a 
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detachment  in  his  battery,  and  hastened  round  with 
hiB  main  force  to  a  position  close  to  the  town,  where 
be  erected  works,  and  from  them  assailed  the 
ramparts  and  the  shipping.  ■ 

For  many  days  the  slow  and  monotonous  opera- 
tions of  the  siege  continued,  under  great  difficulties 
to  the  assailants,  the  marshy  nature  of  the  ground 
rendering  the  movement  of  artillery  veiy  tedious. 
The  rain  poured  down  in  torrents,  swamping  the 
labours  of  the  engineers ;  the  surf  still  foamed 
furiously  upon  the  shore,  embarrassing  the  landing 
of  the  necessary  materiel  and  impeding  the  com- 
munication with  the  fleet.  On  the  night  of  the 
9th  of  July,  the  progress  of  the  besiegers  was 
somewhat  interrupted  by  a  fierce  and  sudden  sally; 
five  companies  of  light  troops,  supported  by  600 
men,  burst  upon  a  small  English  work  during 
the  silence  of  the  night,  surprising  and  overwhelm- 
ing tiie  defenders.  The  young  Earl  of  Dun- 
donald,  commanding  the  grenadiers  of  the  17th, 
who  held  the  post,  paid  for  this  want  of  vigilance 
with  his  life;  his  lieutenant  was  wounded  and 
taken,  and  his  men  struck  down,  captured,  or  dis- 
persed. Mi^or  Murray,  however,  with  the  grenadiers 
of  the  22d  and  28th,  arrived  ere  long,  and  restored 
the  fight.  After  a  time,  the  French  again  betook 
themselves  to  the  shelter  of  their  walls,  having  left 
twenty  of  their  men  dead  upon  the  scene  of  strife, 
and  eighty  more  wounded  or  prisoners  in  the  hands 
of  the  besiegers. 

Meanwhile  the  British  generals  poshed  on  the  siege 
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irith  unwearied  zeal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with 
prudent  caution  secured  th^r  own  camp  by 
redoubts.  Day  and  night  the  batteries'  poured 
their  ruinous  ^ower  upon  the  ramparts,  the  citadel, 
and  shipping.  On  the  2l8t,  three  large  vessels  of 
war  took  fire  in  the  harbour,  from  a  live  shell,  and 
the  English  gunners  dealt  death  to  those  who  sought 
to  extinguish  the  flames.  The  next  day  the 
citadel  was  in  a  blaze;  the  next,  the  barracks 
were  burned  to  the  ground ;  and  Wolfe's  trenches 
were  pushed  up  to  the  very  defences  of  the  town. 
The  French  could  no  longer  stand  to  their  guns.  On 
the  night  of  the  26th  two  young  captains.  La  Forey 
and  Balfour,  with  the  boate  of  the  fleet,  rowed 
into  the  harbour  under  a  furious  flre,  boarded 
the  two  remaining  vessels  of  war,  and  thus  destroyed 
the  last  serious  obstacle  to  British  triumph.' 
The  following  morning,  M.  de  Drucour  surrendered 
at  discretion. 
In  those  days,  the  taking  of  Louisburg  was  a 

*  "  It  m&jr  not  be  EtmiM  to  obserre,  that  a  caralier  which  Admiral 
Enowles  had  buQt  at  enormous  expense  to  the  nation,  while  Louis- 
burg remained  in  the  handi  of  the  Eogliab  during  tiie  last  war,  was 
in  the  course  of  this  siege  entirely  demolished  bj  two  or  three  shots 
from  one  of  the  British  batteries  ;  so  admirably  had  this  piece  of 
fortification  been  cmtnTed  aad  executed,  under  the  eye  of  that 
profound  engineer."— Smollett,  toL  i».,  p.  303. 

'  "  The  renowned  Captain  Cook,  then  serriog  a«  a  petty  officer  on 
board  of  a  British  ship  of  war,  co-operated  in  this  exploit,  and  wrote 
an  account  of  it  to  a  friend  in  England.  That  he  had  honourably 
distinguished  himself  may  be  inferred  from  bis  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  which  took  place  immediately  aAer." 
— Qraham's  Vhited  Statei,  vol.  ir.,  p.  28. 
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mighty  triumph  for  the  British  arms:  a  place  of 
coneiderable  strength,  defended  with  skill  and 
courage,  flilly  manned,  and  aided  by  a  powerful 
fleet,  had  been  bravely  won;  5600  men,  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  marines,  -were  prisoners;  eleven  ships 
of  war  taken  or  destroyed,  240  pieces  of  ordnance, 
15,000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  great  amount  of  am- 
mnnitioD,  provisions,  and  military  stores,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  and  eleven  stand  of 
colours  were  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  British  sovereign : 
they  were  afterwards  solemnly  deposited  in  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral. 

But  while  the  wisdom  and  zeal  of  Amherst,  and 
the  daring  skill  of  Wolfe,^  excite  the  gratitude  and 
admiration  of  their  countiymen,  it  must  not  be 
foigotten  that  causes  beyond  the  power  and 
patriotism  of  man  munly  influenced  this  great 
event.  The  brave  admiral  doubted  the  practicability 
of  the  first   landing."      Amherst   hesitated,    and 

*"  Brigadier  Wolfe  hu  performed  prodigies  of  taIout 

We  could  not  land  before  the  8th,  which  we  fortunately  eSeoted  after 
encotmtering  dangers  that  ore  almost  mcredible."  (Letter  from  the 
camp  before  Louisbonrg). — Enoz's  Bittorical  Jovmal,  vol.  i.,  p.  144. 

*  "  Captain  Ferguson,  va  old,  brave,  and  distinguished  navy  officer, 
earnestly  prayed  the  admiral  not  to  put  the  fate  of  the  expedition  on 
the  nncertun  chances  of  a  council  of  war,*  but  at  once  to  attempt  the 
landing,  desinte  all  difficulties.  His  spirited  appeal  was  suocesaful." 
— The  Fieid  qf  Mar$ ;  Article,  Louitborg.     London,  1801. 

•  "Loid  Clin  deeluad  to  tha  PulUm«nt4i7  CommiltM  ot  InqoliTi  bititaled  t.9. 
1773k  lb>l  'bo  DCYcr  allsd  i  conncil  of  mr  bat  once,  «Ud>  mi  prerioiu  to  U> 
pMnnf  tha  Gang**  on  hii  &moiu  axpeditlon  to  Hoonhadaliad  ;  lad  If  hs  hid  then 
fiJlowad  tba  dodrion  af  tha  oooncil,  the  CompiDj  hid  baen  uiulona." — Bcliham, 
Td.lL.  p.  (01. 
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the  chivalrous  Wolfe  himself,  as  he  neared  the 
awful  surf,  sta^^red  in  his  resolutiou,  aud  pur* 
posing  to  defer  the  enterprise,  waved  his  hat  for  the 
boats  to  retire.  Three  young  subaltern  officers, 
however,  commanding  the  leading  craft,  pushed  on 
ashore,  having  mistaken  the  signal  for  what  their 
stout  hearts  desired — the  order  to  advance;  some 
of  their  men,  as  they  sprung  upon  the  beach,  were 
dragged  back  by  the  receding  sui^  and  drowned, 
but  the  remainder  climbed  up  the  rugged  rocks,  and 
formed  upon  the  summit.  The  brigadier  then 
cheered  on  the  rest  of  the  division  to  the  support  of 
this  gallant  few,  and  thus  the  almost  desperate 
landing  was  accomplished. 

Nor  should  due  record  be  omitted  of  that,  which 
enhances  the  glory  of  the  conquerors — the  merit  of 
the  conquered.  To  defend  the  whole  line  of  coast 
with  his  garrison  was  impossible ;  for  nearly  eight 
miles,  however,  the  energetic  Drucour  had  thrown 
up  a  chmn  of  works,  and  occupied  salient  points 
with  troops.  And  when  at  length  the  besiegers 
efi^ted  a  landing,  he  stiU  left  no  means  untried  to 
uphold  the  honour  of  his  flag.  Hope  of  relief  or 
succour  there  was  none ;  beyond  the  waters  of  the 
bay  the  sea  was  white  with  the  sails  of  the  hostile 
fleet  Around  him  on  every  side  the  long  red  line 
of  British  infantry  closed  in  from  day  to  day.  His 
l^ht  troops  were  swept  from  the  neighbouring 
woods ;  his  sallies  were  interrupted  or  overwhelmed. 
Well-armed  batteries  were  pushed  up  to  the  very 
ramparts;    a  murderous  fire  of   musketry  struck 
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down  his  gunners  at  their  work;  tliree  gaping 
breaches  lay  open  to  the  assailants;*  his  best  ships 
bomed  or  taken ;  his  officers  and  men  worn  with 
fatigue  and  watching;  four-fifths  of  his  artiUety 
disabled ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the  brave 
Frenchman  give  up  the  trust  which  he  Iiad  nobly 
and  fiutbfoUy  held.  To  the  honour  of  the  garrison, 
not  a  man  deserted  his  colours  through  all  the 
dangers,  privations,  and  hardships  of  the  siege,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  Grermans  who  served  as 
onwiUing  conscripts.  This  ^iiited  defence  was  in 
so  tar  successful,  tliat  it  occupied  the  bulk  of  the 
British  force,  wliile  Abercromby  was  being  crushed 
by  the  superior  genius  and  power  of  Montcalm ;  by 
thus  delaying  for  seven  weeks  the  progress  of  the 
campaign,  the  season  became  too  far  advanced  for 
fiirtfaer  operations,  and  the  final  catastrophe  of 
French  Ammcan  dominion  was  deferred  for  another 
year." 

On  the  7th  August  detachments  were  sent,  under 
M%jor  Dalling  and  Lord  Rollo,  to  take  possession  of 

'  So  niinom  were  the  fortific&tiona,  that  "  General  Wolfe  himself 
WM  oMiged  to  place  Bentinels  upon  the  ramparts ;  for  the  private 
mea  and  the  satlerB  entered  throngh  the  hreaches  and  gaps  with  as 
much  ease  as  if  there  had  onlj  been  an  old  ditch." —  Translation  of  a 

letter  from  M.  de  Drvcowr  to  M. ,  dated  Andorer,  October  I, 

1758,  when  he  was  a  prisoner  in  England. 

«  CuDp,  Aagnit  S,  17tS. 

*  "  Dear  Wolfe, 

"  I  have  jour  letter  this  morning,  to  which  I  con  say  no 
mofe  to  yon  than  what  I  have  already  done  ;  that  my  first  intentions 
and  hopes  were,  after  the  surrender  of  Loauburg,  to  go  with  the 


itizecoy  Google 


144  THE  CONQDEST  OP  CANADA. 

the  other  settlements  in  Cape  Breton,  and  of  the 
Isle  de  St  Jean,  now  Prince  Edward's  Island :  this 
latter  territory  had  long  been  an  object  of  great 
importance  to  Canada ;  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the 
comparative  mildness  of  the  climate,  and  the  situ- 
ation commandii^  the  narration  of  the  Great 
River,  rendered  it  invaluable  to  the  settlers  of  New 
France. 

On  the  16th  the  French  prisoners  were  dispatched 
to  Europe,  in  transports.  On  the  28th.  Admiral  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  with  seven  ships  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates,  conveying  a  force  of  some  artillery, 

wliole  army  (except  what  is  absolutely  neceaaary  for  Loniaburg)  to 
Quebec,  as  I  am  convinced  it  ta  tbe  best  thing  ve  coold  do,  if  prac- 
ticable. The  next  waa,  to  pureue  my  orders  aa  to  future  operations  ; 
and  this  affair  unluckily  happening  at  Ticonderoga,  I  quitted  the 
thoughts  of  the  future  operatiiaiB  in  part,  aa  ordered,  to  aisiat  Major- 
General  Abercrombj  by  sending  fire  or  six  regiments  to  him,  which 
I  told  Erigadiet  Lawrence  he  ahould  command,  in  case  we  could  not 

go  to  Quebec I  have  proposed  this  to  the  admiral  for 

tbe  day  after  the  surrender  of  the  town  ;  and  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced he  will  not  lose  one  moment's  time  in  pnnuing  everything  fi» 
forwarding  and  expedidng  the  service.  .  .  .  VHiatever  schemes 
you  may  hare,  or  information  that  you  can  give  to  quicken  our 
motions,  your  communicating  of  tbem  would  be  veiy  acceptable,  and 
will  be  of  much  more  service  than  your  thoughts  of  quitting  the 
army  ;  which  seem  by  no  means  agreeable,  as  all  my  thougbta  and 
wishes  are  confined  at  present  to  pursuing  our  operations  for  the 
good  of  bis  Majesty's  service  ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  can  tend 
more  to  it  than  your  asBisting  in  it. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  moat  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  JetP.  AMHBBaT." 

—  Chatham  Corretpondmce,  vol.  i.,  p.  332. 
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and  three  battaUons  of  infuitiy,  was  sent  round  to 
the  Golf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  to  destroy  tiie  French  settlements  at 
Miramichi,  the  Baye  de  Chaleurs,  6asp^,  and  as  &r 
np  the  banks  of  the  Great  Birer  as  the  season 
might  permit ;  then  to  disperse  or  carry  away  the 
inhabitants :  by  this  it  was  hoped  that  the  trouble- 
some marauders  on  the  English  frontier  might  be 
chastised  and  kept  in  dieck,  and  that  a  portion  of 
the  enemy's  strength  might  be  diverted  from 
Abercromby's  front.  The  execution  of  this  painful 
duty  was  committed  to  Brigadier-General  Wolfe. 

These  st^n  orders  wcto  punctually  obeyed,  but 
as  much  humanity  as  was  possible  tempered  the 
work  of  destruction.  AU  the  Acadian  villages 
on  the  north-eastern  coast  were  laid  in  ruins ;  some 
hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  were  borne  away  to 
captivity,  and  the  rest  driven  from  their  blackened 
hearths,  and  desolated  farms,  to  the  grim  refuge  of 
the  wilderness.  Among  the  settlements  devastated 
by  this  expedition,  was  the  flourishing  fishii^ 
station  of  Mont  Louis;'  the  intendaot  in  charge 
of  the  place  ofi'ered  a  ransom  of  150,000  livres 
to  save  the  stores  and  provisions  his  people's  in- 
dustry had  created,  but  the  relentless  law  of 
retribution  took  its  course,  and  the  hoarded  maga- 

*  "  The  baj  of  Hont  Lonia  ia  Mtuated  npon  the  soutiieni  Bide  of  the 
Hirer  St.  Lavrence,  boonded  on  one  side  bj  the  inacceBsible  moan- 
taiiu  of  Ndtre  Dame.  It  is  nearly  half  waj  between  Quebec  and  the 
tern,  and  all  the  Teaseli  that  ascend  to  Quebec  paie  within  Tiev."— 
Charleroix,  Um.  iil,  p.  325. 
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zines  of  corn,  fish,  and  other  supplies  for  their  own 
use  and  for  the  market  of  Quebec,  -were  totidly 
destroyed.  Colonel  Monckton,  with  three  other 
battalions,  was  sent  on  a  similar  errand  to  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  and  to  the  River  St.  John,  and  in  like 
manner  fulfilled  his  task. 

It  may  perhaps  be  partial  or  unjust  to  single 
out  one  tale  of  woe  from  among  the  crowded 
records  of  this  war's  gigantic  misery  to  hold  up  in 
the  strong  light  of  contrast  with  the  glory  of  the 
recent  victory.  But  we  may  not  hear  without  a 
blush  of  shame  and  sorrow,  how  the  simple  Acadian 
peasantry  were  made  to  pay  the  penalties  of  banish- 
ment and  ruin  for  the  love  of  France,  and  for 
loyalty  to  their  king,  at  a  time  when  Pitt  was 
the  minister,  Amherst  the  general,  and  Wolfe  the 
lieutenant 

Having  executed  his  ord^s,  Wolfe  rep^red  to 
Halifax  and  assxuned  the  command  of  the  troops  in 
garrison.  Admiral  Boscawen  and  General  Amherst 
came  to  a  conclusion  that  for  tiiat  season  nothing 
more  could  be  effected  by  them  against  the  power 
of  France.  They  therefore  agreed,  although  their 
instructions  did  not  extend  to  any  part  of  the 
continent  beyond  Nova  Scotia,  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  detach  a  portion  of  the  army  to 
strengthen  Abercromby,  and  assist  him  to  repair  his 
disaster,  of  which  they  were  informed.  Accordingly 
Amherst  smled  for  Boston  on  the  30th  of  August 
with  five  battalions,  arrived  on  the  13th  of 
September,  and  the  next  day  landed  his  troops. 
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Despite  the  interested  remonstrances  of  the  local 
authorities,  he  soon  pushed  on  through  the  difficult 
district  of  the  Green  Woods,  by  Kinderhook  Mills, 
and  through  Albany  to  Lake  George.  Having  there 
held  counsel  with  the  unfortunate  Abercromby  and 
delivered  over  his  seasonable  reinforcement,  he 
returned  to  Boston,  and  finally  to  Halifax,  where 
he  had  been  instructed  to  await  orders  from  the 
English  government. 
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Fbou  the  brilliaDt  successes  on  the  Island  of  Cape 
Breton  it  is  now  necessary  to  turn  to  the  pain- 
fully diequered  course  of  events  on  the  Ammcan 
continent,  where  the  execution  of  Pitf  a  magnificent 
designs  *  was  unhappily  intrusted  to  yery  different 
men  from  the  conquerors  of  Louisburg-  The  great 
minister's  plan  of  operations  had  embraced  the 
whole  extent  of  French  American  dominions,  from 
the  embattled  heights  of  Louisburg  and  Quebec, 
to  the  lone  but  luxuriant  wilderness  of  the  west 
By  the  protracted  defence  of  the  loyal  and  skilftil 
Drucour,  the  overwhelming  forces  of  Amherst  and 
Boscawen  were  delayed,  till  the  advandng  season 
had  rendered  impossible,  for  that  year,  their  descent 
upon  the  valley  of  the  St  Lawrence. 

The  next  British  expedition  in  order  and  in 
importance  was  directed  against  Ticonderoga  and 
Grown  Point.  By  the  poasesraon  of  these  strong- 
holds the  French  had  long  been  enabled  to  harass 

'  "  Le  Comte  de  Chatam,  Guillaume  Pitt,  g^nie  TSate,  andacieux, 
iotHpide,  procure  en  pea  d'aim^B  &  VAngleteire  dee  sncces  si  pro- 
digieox,  que  I'erdnement  aeul  en  proavoit  la  posmbilitti. "— Millot, 
torn.  T.,  p.  47. 
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the  English  frontier  ahnost  with  impimity,  and  to 
command  the  navigation  of  the  extensive  Lakes 
which  formed  the  high  road  to  the  heart  of 
Canada. 

The  third  army  was  destined  to  march  upon  Fort 
dn  Quesne.  of  disastrous  memory,  and  to  establish 
the  British  power  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  for  the 
possession  of  which  the  sanguinary  war  had  com- 
menced, and  the  spot  where  blood  had  first  been 
shed.  By  the  success  of  this  object,  all  conunnnica- 
tion  between  the  French  of  Canada  and  Louisiana 
would  be  effectually  cut  off,  and  the  countries 
watered  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Mississippi 
left  at  the  mercy  of  England's  naval  power. 

The  same  express  that  bore  the  tidings  of  Lord 
Loudon's  recall,  conveyed  a  circular  letter  fix)m 
Mr.  Pitt  to  the  colonial  governors,  declaring  the 
determination  of  the  British  cabinet  to  repair,  at 
any  cost,  the  losses  and  disasters  of  the  last  cam- 
paign.' To  encourage  the  vigorous  co-operation  of 
the  colonists,  they  were  informed  that  his  m^j^fy 

*  "An  immediate  oonqnast  of  the  Mttlementi  of  the  Freuofa 
seemed  to  be  requisite  to  the  rindication  of  British  power.  How 
fax  mich  conquest,  if  effected,  ought  in  policy  to  be  preserred,  wu 
ft  mora  perplexing  question  ;  utA  on  the  whole  the  British  minister 
wu  lather  uiimftted  to  proeecate  hostilities  thsn  fixed  in  deduve 
pnrpose  with  regard  to  that  ultimate  issue.  .  .  .  From  the 
extent  and  preciuon  of  political  iufonnation  for  which  Pitt  was  so 
justlj  renowned,  it  b  impoeeible  to  suppose  that  he  was  unaoquunted 
with  the  doubts  which  had  been  openly  exprassed  both  in  Britain 
and  America  of  the  expediency  of  attempting  the  entire  conquest  of 
the    Prench  settlements    in    the    New  World ;    and    a  conviction 
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would  recommend  Parliament  to  grant  the  sevra^ 
proTinces  snch  compensation  for  the  expenses  vhidt 
they  might  incur,  as  their  efforts  should  appear  to 
justly  merit,  and  that  anns,  ammunition,  tents, 
pTovisions,  and  boats  would  be  furnished  by  the 
Crown.  At  the  same  time  the  oolonial  governors 
WCTe  required  to  raise  as  numerous  levies  of  Pro- 
Tincial  militia  as  their  districts  would  supply,  to 
pay  and  clothe  them,  and  appoint  their  officers. 
Inspired  by  the  energy  of  the  great  minister,  and 
excited  to  a  generous  emulation  with  the  awakened 
spirit  of  the  puent  state,  the  American  colonies 
came  nobly  forward  in  the  common  cause,  and  used 
their  utmost  efifra-ts  to  strengthen,  by  tiieir  co-opera- 
tion, the  promised  armament  from  England.  Massa- 
chusetts raised  7000  men,  Connecticut  5000,  and  the 
thinly  peopled  state  of  New  Hampshire,  900 ;  the 
numbers  of  the  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  and  New 
Jersey  levies  hare  not  been  specified.  These  troops 
were  ordered  to  take  the  field  early  in  May,  but  the 
muster  proceeded  slowly  and  irregularly,  insomuch 
tiiat  no  movements  were  made  towards  the  scenes 
of  action  until  the  middle  of  June. 

The  largest  European  army  ever  yet  seen  on 
the  American  continent  was  assembled  at  Albany 
and  in  the  neighbourhood,  under  the  command 
of  Abercromby,    the   general-in-chief   since  Lord 

prevailed  with  inui;  American  politioians,  that  this  cDcqueat  would 
destroj  the  flrmeet  pledge  which  Bribun  posseased  of  the  obedianoe 
of  her  tranutlantio  colonioB." — Grahun's  Hut.  of  ike  UtuXad  StaUt, 
vol.  IT.,  pp.  24—26. 
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London's  recall.  A  detachment  of  the  royal 
artillery,  and  seren  strong  battalionB  of  the  lin^ 
amounting  altogether  to  6350  r^ulars,  with  9000 
of  tiie  proTincial  militia,  composed  this  formidable 
force.  Their  object  was  the  destruction  of  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown  Point  Towards  the  end  of  June 
they  broke  np  from  Albany,  and  encamped  upon  the 
ground  where  the  melancholy  ruins  of  Fort  William 
Henry  still  remained.  On  the  &th  of  July  the  cannon, 
lunmunition,  and  stores  arrived,  and  on  that  day  the 
army  embarked  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Gieorge: 
103&  boats  conveyed  this  powerful  expedition,  and 
a  number  of  rafts  armed  with  artillery  accompanied 
them  to  overcome  any  opposition  that  might  be 
offered  to  the  landing. 

Ihe  armament  continued  its  progress  steadily 
through  the  day;  when  evening  fell  Abercromby 
gave  the  signal  to  lie  to  at  a  place  called  Sabbath 
Point  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake ;  there  the  troops 
landed  for  a  time  and  lighted  large  fires  to  distract 
the  attention  of  the  enemy.  In  the  dead  of  night 
they  were  suddenly  reimbarked,  and  hurried  on  to 
the  Narrows,  vrhere  the  waters  contract  into  the 
stream  that  communicates  with  Wood  Creek;^  there 
they  arrived  at  five  o'clock  the  following  morn- 
ing. An  advanced  guard  of  2000  men  was  thrown 
ashore  at  first  dawn  under  the  gallant  Bradstreet, 

*  The  Wood  Cie«k  connected  with  Lakes  George  and  Champlain  is 
to  be  distinguished  from  the  Wood  Creek  more  freqaentl;  tneDtioned 
in  Ibese  wars,  wbioh  was  situated  betireen  the  Uohawk  River  and 
OnMda  Lake. 
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and  these  haTing  encountered  no  enemy,  the  renuun- 
der  of  the  army  waa  rapidly  landed.  Aa  the  troops 
disembarked  th^  were  formed  mto  foor  columns^ 
some  light  infantry  were  sent  on  to  sconr  the  line 
of  march,  and  the  advance  was  sounded.  They 
soon  reached  a  small  encampment  which  had  been 
occupied  by  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  of  Gnienn^ 
but  found  it  abandoned,  the  ammunition  and  pro- 
visions destroyed,  the  camp  itself  in  flames. 

Ticonderoga,*  the  first  object  of  the  British  attack, 
was  s  fort  of  some  strength,  situated  on  the  most 
salient  point  of  ike  peninsula  between  Lakes  Geoige 
and  Cbamplain.  To  the  eastward  the  rugged  shore 
afforded  sufBcient  protection;  to  the  west  and  north 
regular  lines  of  defence  had  been  erected  by  the 
French  engineers,  and  an  extensive  swamp  spreading 
over  nearly  all  the  landward  face  embarrassed  the 
approaches  of  an  enemy.  The  neighbouring  country 
was  a  dense  and  tangled  forest. 

Early  in  the  simimer  of  this  year  the  Marquis  de 
Yaudreuil,  governor  of  Canada,  had  received  inteUi- 
gence  of  Abercromby's  extensive  preparations  to  gain 

*  <<  ThiB  place  wmB  origmallj  called  Che-on-der-o-ga  bj  the  Indiana, 
Mgnifying  in  their  langitiage,  noise.  Its  name  was  afterwards  slightlj 
changed  by  the  Trench  into  ita  present  appellatioD,  which  it  has 
borne  erer  since  it  was  first  occupied  and  fortified  bj-  them  in  1756. 
It  waa  sometimes  called  FcHt  Carillon.  This  fcNrtification  cost  the 
French  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  waa  considered  Teiy  strong  both 
by  nature  and  art.  Its  nuns  are  sitaated  in  the  town  of  Ticonderoga, 
Essex  county.  They  are  amongst  the  most  interesting  in  the 
country,  and  are  annually  riaited  by  a  great  number  of  travellen." 
—Picturesque  Touritt,  p.  209. 
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the  positions  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,'  snA 
with  them  the  command  of  the  important  chain  of 
waters  leading  to  the  River  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
heart  of  the  French  possessions.  The  governor  saw 
the  necessity  of  defeating  this  enterprise  at  any  cost ; 
he  called  to  his  aid  Montcahn,  already  fiunous  by 
deserved  success,  and  placed  at  his  disposal  aH  the 
troops  that  could  be  spared  &om  every  part  of  the 
colony :  on  the  20th  of  June  they  reached  the  position 
they  were  directed  to  defend. 

On  the  1st  of  July  Montcalm  sent  an  advance  of 
three  regiments  under  M.  de  Bourlemaque  along  the 
north-western  shores  of  Lake  Greorge;  he  himself 
followed  with  three  regiments  and  the  second  bat- 
talion of  Berry  to  a  place  called  the  FaUs,  at  the 
head  of  the  Lake,  where  he  encamped.  The  following 
day  two  active  and  intelligent  officers.  Captains  de 
Bernard  uid  Duprgt,  with  some  light  troops,  were 
pushed  on  over  the  mountains,  towards  the  lower 
end  of  the  Lake  where  Abercromby's  army  lay :  when 
the  boats  of  the  English  force  covered  the  waters  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  July,  these  French  detach- 
ments signalled  to  their  general  that  the  time  for 
action  was  come.  M.  de  Bourlemaque  immediately 
dispatched  300  men  under  the  command  of  Captain 

*  "  The  roiiu  of  the  old  fortificationa  of  Crovn  Pobt  preMnt  on 
interesting  object  &om  the  water.  The  embankmeDtB  are  Tioible, 
and  indicate  an  immense  amount  of  labour  expended  to  make  tliis 
place  inrnlnerable  to  an  approaohing  foe,  either  by  land  or  water. 
Crown  Point  is  eighteen  milea  north  of  Ticonderoga." — Picturesque 
Ttntrut,  p.  113. 
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de  Trep^z^  to  watch  the  hostile  armament  &om  the 
shore,  and  if  possible  to  oppose  its  landing.  The 
nect  day,  however,  when  the  British  disembarked, 
they  were  in  such  force  as  to  render  opposition  hope- 
less; tiiis  corps  of  observation  therefore  fell  back 
upon  M.  de  Bourlemaque,  and  he  too  retired  towards 
the  main  body,  under  the  command  of  Montcalm. 

So  difficult  and  tangled  were  the  woods  on  their 
retreat  that,  in  spite  of  their  knowledge  of  the 
country,  one  French  column  of  500  men  lost  their 
way,  fell  into  confusion,  and  in  their  bewilderment 
almost  retraced  their  steps.  The  English  pressed 
rapidly  on  in  pursuit,  and  &om  the  ignorance  of 
the  guides  their  divisions  also  became  confounded, 
and  mixed  up  together  in  alarming  disorder.  The 
officers  vigorously  exerted  themselves  to  restore  the 
broken  ranks,  but  in  the  midst  of  their  efibrts,  the 
right  centre  coliunn,  led  by  the  good  and  gallant 
Lord  Howe,  was  suddenly  fironted  by  the  body  of  the 
enemy  who  had  gone  astray  in  the  forest  They 
joined  in  bitter  strife :  almost  hand  to  hand,  in  the 
swamps,  or  from  tree  to  tree  on  the  hill  side,  the 
stout  Frenchmen  held  their  own  against  the  British 
troops,  tmd,  nothing  daunted  by  the  unexpected 
danger,  disdained  to  yield."  At  the  first  shock  many 

'  Graham,  whose  autlioritf  is  olwayi  qnestiotuble  where  die 
comparatite  merits  of  the  British  Regnlars    and  Frorinoiala  *  are 

*  *■  It  «u  >  drcanuWnoe  (dditionillr  initaUog  tad  mntiifjbifs  to  EhgUnd,  thkt  th« 
fnr  uinaUff  vbioh  bul  bMD  |*uied  onr  th*  Fraiiefa,  wen  BicluBTelr  dua  to  Iho 
eolmiial  trooiK,— while  unndecmed  di>uter  ud  dii|n«  had  attended  all  the  oSiirti 
of  Iha  Britiah  1or«  <17fi7)."— Onhun'i  ffut.  tiflli*  VviUd  Blatn,  n\.  W,  p.  16. 
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of  Howe's  Jight  infantry  went  down;  he  himself 
buiryinfl  to  the  front  was  struck  by  a  musket-ball 
in  the  breast,  and  instantly  expired.'     His  men, 

cmcemed,  uMrts  that  "  the  French  partj  coiuisted  of  Regulvs  and 
a  few  IndiftM  ;  uid  notwitiutaiiduig  tb«r  surpriK  uid  inferiority  of 
tnnDbers,  ditrpUjed  a  promptitnde  of  ekQl  and  courage  that  had  nearly 
reprodnced  the  catastrophe  of  Braddock.  ,  .  ,  The  saddemiBn 
of  their  asaanlt,  the  terror  inspired  by  the  Indian  yell,  and  the  grief 
and  aBtoDishment  created  by  the  death  of  Lord  Howe,  excited  a 
^□aral  panic  among  the  British  Regnlars  ;  but  the  Profincials,  who 
flanked  them,  and  were  better  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  fighting 
practised  by  the  enemy,  stood  their  ground  and  soon  defeated  them." 
—Graham's  Sut.  of  the  VrnUd  Siatei,  toI.  ir.,  p.  30. 

'  "  He  was,"  says  General  Abercromby,  "  the  first  man  that  fell; 
and  as  he  was,  reiy  deserredly,  oniTersally  belared  and  respected 
thronghont  the  whole  army,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  the  grief  and 
consternation  his  nntimelj  fall  occasioned." — Letter  from  the  Bight 
Honourable  Q.  Grmville  to  Mr.  Pitt,  Wotton,  Angnst  23rd,  1758. 

"  The  great  nmnber  of  officers  and  men  in  the  Regular  troops 
killed  and  woonded,  and  particularly  the  grierous  loss  we  have  sus- 
tained in  the  death  of  Lord  Howe,  are  circumstances  that  would 
clovd  a  rietory,  and  must  therefore  aggrarate  our  conoorn  for  a 
repulse.  I  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  Lord  Howe,  but  I 
admired  his  Tirtuons,  gallant  character,  and  regret  hia  loss  accord- 
ingly. I  cannot  help  thinking  it  peculiarly  unfortunate  fbr  hie 
conntiy  and  his  friends  that  he  should  fall  in  the  first  action  of  this 
war,  before  his  spirit  and  his  example,  and  the  saccess  and  glory 
which,  in  all  human  probability,  would  hare  attended  them,  had 
produced  their  full  effect  on  our  own  troops  and  those  of  the  enemy. 
Ton  hare  a  melancholy  task  indeed,  affected  as  you  justly  are  with 
this  public  and  prirate  sorrow,  to  communicate  the  death  of  Lord 
Howe  to  a  brother  tiiat  most  tenderly  lored  him. 

"  I  am  ever  yonr  most  affectionate  biother, 

"GlORQB   GRIKTIHiLB." 

— Chatham  Corretpondence. 

Eren  Graham  admits  that  "  Lord  Howe  exhibited  the  moat  pro- 
mising military  talents,  and  his  ralonr,  rirtne,  courtesy,  and  good 
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infuriated  by  the  loss  of  their  beloved  leadw,' 
swarmed  on  through  the  thick  woods,  and  finally 
overpowered  or  destroyed  the  enemy.  Not,  however, 
till  four-fifths  of  the  French  were  wounded,  slain, 
or  taken,  and  some  of  the  conquerors  killed  and 
disabled,  did  they  yield  their  ground. 

That  night  the  victors  occupied  the  field  of 
battle;  to  this  their  advantage  was  confined,  tat 
the  disorganisation  of  the  troops  had  fri^tfUlly 
increased  during  the  unpropitious  march,  iu  the 
hard-fought  skinnish,  and  by  the  loss  of  their  best 
and  most  trusted  chief.  The  vigour  and  spirit  of 
Abercromby's  army  seemed  to  pass  away  with  Lord 
Howe.    This  gallant  man,  firom  the  time  he  had 

HUM,  IimI  Tooderfullj  endeared  him  both  to  the  Englidi  ftud  to 
th«  FroTmcial  troopH.  He  iru  the  first  to  encounter  tlie  danger 
to  which  he  conducted  others,  and  to  set  the  example  of  every 
Bacriftce  which  he  required  them  to  incur.  He  was  the  idol  and 
■onl  of  the  arm;."— Ycd.  iv.,  p.  29 ;  we  Smollett's  Ststory  of 
England,  vol.  iv.,  p.  306. 

"  Lord  Howe's  memorj  was  honoured  bj  a  vote  of  the  aasemblj  of 
UaaaachuMtte  for  the  erection  of  a  superb  cenotaph  at  the  expense 
of  the  pnmoce,  amongst  the  heroes  and  patriots  of  Britain,  in  the 
collegiate  choreh  of  Wcatminster." — Belsham,  toI.  ii.,  p.  206. 

"  The  popularity  of  his  name  has  been,  perhaps,  unpaired  by  the 
ciTcnmstance  that  hia  bioQtst,  Sir  William  Howe,  commanded  the 
British  army  in  the  rerolutioaary  war  in  America.  It  is  still  doubtful 
whether  Lord  Howe  fieQ  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  or  by  a  misdirected 
shot  from  some  nnh^py  hand  among  his  own  eonfoied  and  startled 
sdidiers." — Qraham'a  Eittory  of  tie  United  Suxtei,  toI.  ir.,  p.  30. 

Lord  Howe  was  succeeded  in  his  title  by  his  brother  Richard, 
afterwards  the  celebrated  Admiral.  He  had  already  distinguished 
himself  by  the  capture  of  the  Alcida  and  the  Lya, 

'  See  Appendii,  No.  LXV. 
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landed  in  America,  had  wisely  instructed  bis 
r^jment  for  the  peculiar  service  of  that  difficult 
country:  no  useless  incumbrance  of  baggage  was 
allowed;  he  himself  set  the  example,  and  encountered 
privation  and  &tigue  in  the  same  chivalrous  spirit 
with  which  he  &ced  the  foe ;  graceful  and  kind  in 
his  manners,  and  considerate  to  the  humblest  under 
his  charge,  his  officers  and  soldiers  heartily  obeyed 
ibe  chief  because  they  loved  the  man.  At  the  fatal 
moment  when  he  was  lost  to  England  her  glory  and 
wel&re  most  needed  his  aid.  He  lived  long  enough 
for  his  own  honour,  but  not  for  that  of  his 
country. 

The  price  of  this  slight  advantage  was  ruinous  to 
the  English  army ;  from  the  unhappy  moment  when 
Lord  Howe  was  slain,  the  general  lost  all  resolution, 
and  as  a  natural  consequence  the  troops  lost  all 
confidence.  Order  and  discipline  were  no  longer 
observed,  and  the  after-operations  can  only  be 
attributed  to  in&tuation.  At  dawn  on  the  day 
subsequent  to  the  combat,  Abercromhy  actually 
marched  his  forces  back  to  the  placo  whero  they 
had  dis^nbarked  the  day  before,  through  tho  dreary 
and  almost  impassable  wilderness,  traversed  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  bat  a  few  hours  before.  However, 
on  the  return  of  the  army  to  the  landing-plac^ 
a  detachment  was  sent  to  gain  an  important  post 
held  by  the  French  at  some  saw-mills,  two  miles 
from  Ticonden^^  Colonel  Bradstreet  was  selected 
for  this  duty ;  with  him  were  sent  the  44th  r^^ent, 
rax  companies  of  the  60th,  some  Rangers,  and  a 
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number  of  boatmen,  among  them  were  those  who 
had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Onondaga  river; 
altogether  nearly  7000  men. 

The  point  to  be  assailed  was  approachable  only 
by  one  narrow  bridge;  this  the  French  destroyed, 
and  not  caring  to  encounter  a  very  superior  force, 
fell  back  towards  their  stronghold.  Bradstreet  was 
not  to  be  deterred  by  difficulties ;  accustomed  to  the 
necessity  of  finding  resources,  the  stream  was  soon 
spanned  by  a  temporary  arch ;  with  unwearied  ze^ 
he  urged  on  the  exertions  of  his  men,  and  that  very 
night  not  only  his  own  command  but  the  whole 
British  army  was  once  more  advanced  across  the 
stream,  and  established  in  an  advantageous  position 
near  Ticonderoga. 

At  earliest  light,  Colonel  Claris,  chief  engineer,  and 
several  officers  of  rank,  reconnoitred  the  enemy'^ 
position  to  the  best  of  their  power.  They  could 
discover  but  little :  a  dense  forest  and  a  deep  morass 
lay  between  them  and  Ticonderoga.  They  observed 
indeed  a  breast-work,  with  some  felled  trees  in  fronts 
rising  out  of  the  only  accessible  part  of  the  dreaiy 
swamp,  but  as  to  its  nature,  strength,  and  disposi- 
tion for  defence,  their  military  skill  and  experience 
could  afford  them  no  light.  Their  report  included 
a  variety  of  opinions :  some  treated  the  defences  as 
alight  and  inconsiderable,  and  presenting  only  a 
deceptive  show  of  strength;  others,  and  they  far 
better  qualified  to  judge,  acknowledged  their  for- 
midable strength.  AberCTomby  unfortunately  adopted 
the  former  opinion,  and  raahly  resolved  to  attack 
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vithout  waiting  the  essential  aid  of  his  artilleiy : 
his  penalty  was  severe. 

Priaoners  informed  the  English  chief  that  his 
enemies  had  assembled  eight  battalioDS,  with  some 
Canadians  and  Indians,  and  that  thej  mustered 
altogether  a  force  of  6000  men.  They  were  en- 
camped at  a  place  called  Carillon,  in  front  of  the 
fort,  and  busily  occupied  in  strengthening  their 
position,  that  tiiey  might  make  good  their  defence 
till  the  arriTal  of  M.  de  Levi,  who  hastened  to  tiieir 
aid,  with  3000  men,  from  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk 
River,  where  he  had  been  making  an  incursion 
agsinst  the  British  Indian  allies.  General  Aber- 
cromby  was  determined  by  this  information,  which, 
however,  subsequently  proved  much  exaggerated. 
M.  de  Levi's  force  had  in  fkct  already  arrived,  and 
was  only  800  strong,  and  the  French  r^pilar  troops 
in  the  position  barely  reached  3000  men,  although 
battalions  of  the  splendid,  but  then  much  reduced, 
raiments  of  La  Reine,  La  Sarre,  JBeam,  Guienne, 
Beny,  Languedoc,  and  Royal  RoossiUon,  were  pre- 
sent in  their  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  July  the  French 
garrison  was  called  to  arms,  and  marched  into  the 
threatened  intrenchments.  The  raiments  of  Beam, 
La  Reine,  and  Guienne,  under  M.  de  Levi,  occupied 
the  right  of  the  defences;  those  of  La  Sarre, 
Languedoc,  and  two  strong  detachments  under 
M.  de  Bourlemaque  the  left  In  the  centre  Montcalm 
held  under  his  own  command  the  regiments  of 
Berry,  Royal  Roussillon,  and  the  light  troops.    The 
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colonial  militia  and  Canadian  iiresfulars,  with  the 
Indians,  were  posted  behind  some  fidd-works  in  the 
plain  on  the  flanks  of  the  main  defence,  supported 
by  a  small  reserve.  The  French  intrenchment 
presented  in  front,  as  was  too  late  discovered,  an 
almost  impassable  barrier ;  a  solid  earthen  breast- 
work of  eight  feet  in  height  protected  the  defenders 
from  the  hostile  shot,  and  the  gradual  slope  from 
its  summit  was  covered  for  nearly  100  yards  with 
abattis  of  felled  trees  laid  close  together,  the 
branches  sharpened  and  turned  towards  the  foe. 
However,  on  eith^  flank  this  grim  position  was 
open ;  no  obstade  presented  itself  that  could  have 
stopped  the  stride  of  an  English  grenadier.  Of 
tim  the  hapless  Abercromby  was  ignorant  <»*  unob- 
servant. The  French  chief  knew  it  well,  and  gave 
orders  that,  in  case  of  the  assailants  appearing 
on  eitb^  of  these  weak  points,  his  troops  should 
abandon  the  field  and  retreat  to  their  boats  as  they 
best  might. 

With  the  rashness  that  bears  no  relation  to  courage, 
the  British  general  determined  to  throw  the  flower 
of  his  force  upon  the  very  centre  of  the  enemy's 
strength.  Whilst  the  army  was  forming  for  the 
ill-starred  attack,  Sir  WiUiam  Johnson  arrived  with 
440  Indians,  who  were  at  once  pushed  forward 
into  the  woods  to  feel  the  way  and  occupy  the 
enemy.  The  American  Rangers  formed  the  left  of 
Abercromby's  advance,  Bradstreet's  boatmen  were 
in  the  centre,  and  on  the  right  some  companies  of 
light  infantry.    Behind  these  a  line  of  the  Massa- 
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cfansetts  militia  extended  its  ranks  on  either  side 
towards  Lake  Champlain  and  Lake  George.  Next 
were  ranged  the  British  battalions  of  the  line,  with 
the  42nd,  Murray's  Highlanders,"  and  the  56th,  the 
corps  trained  by  Lord  Howe,  in  reserve ;  on  them 
fell  the  brunt  of  this  desolating  day.  A  numerous 
mass  of  the  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey  Provincial 
regiments  formed  the  rear-fpiard.  Strict  orders 
were  issued  that  no  man  should  fire  a  shot  till  he 
had  surmounted  the  breastwork ;  then  the  arrange- 
ments were  complete.  During  these  formations  and 
through  the  forenoon  some  French  detachments 
came  forward  and  skirmished  with  the  advance, 
but  they  were  always  overpowered  with  ease,  and 
driven  hurriedly  back  to  shelter. 
At  one   o'clock,  when  the  mid-day  sun  poured 

■  "  The  4!Jiid  regiment  wu  dien  in  the  height  of  deseired  repnta- 
tion  ;  in  it  there  was  not  a  private  man  that  did  not  consider  himself 
as  rather  above  the  lower  class  of  people  ;  and  pecnliarlj  bound  to 
support  the  hononr  of  the  very  Bingular  corps  to  which  he  belonged. 
This  brave,  hard-foted  regiment,  was  then  commanded  by  a  Teteraa 
of  g:Feat  experience  and  military  skill.  Colonel  Gordon  Graham,*  who 
had  the  first  point  of  attack  assigned  to  him ;  he  was  wounded  at 
the  first  onset.  How  many  this  regiment,  in  particular,  lost  of  men 
and  officers,  I  cannot  now  exactly  say  ;  what  I  distinctly  remember, 
having  often  heard  of  it  since,  is,  that  of  the  survivora,  every  one 
officer  retired  wounded  off  the  field.  Of  the  55th  regiment,  to  which 
my  father  bad  newly  been  attached,  ten  officers  were  killed,  including 
all  the  field-officers.  No  human  beings  could  show  more  determined 
courage  than  thb  brave  army  did." — Memoin  of  an  Ameriean  Lady, 
Yol.  u.,  p.  81. 

*  GnhuD  in  bit "  Hiitory,"  &II1  into  ths  miiulic  at  laiiiKHiiig  that  Lord  John 
Hnmr  cMBmuidcd  lb>  43Dd  rtgimtDt,  banute  it  bore  hii  nunc. 

TOL.  n.  H 
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down  its  burning  rays  upon  the  scene  of  strife, 
Abercromby  gave  the  &tal  order  to  attack.  As 
his  advance  felt  the  fire,  the  light  troops  and  the 
militia  were  moved  aside,  and  the  regular  battalions 
called  to  the  front  The  grenadier  companies  of 
the  line  led  the  way,  Murray's  Highlanders  followed 
close  behind.  With  quick  but  steady  step  these 
intrepid  men  pressed  on  through  the  heavy  swamp 
and  tangled  underwood ;  their  ranks  now  broken 
by  the  uneven  ground,  now  shattered  by  the 
deliberate  fire  of  the  French ;  impeded,  though 
not  confused,  they  passed  the  open  ground,  and 
without  one  faltering  pause  or  random  shot,  the 
thinned  but  unshaken  column  dashed  against  the 
abattis. 

Then  began  a  cruel  and  hopeless  slaughter. 
With  fiery  valour  the  British  grenadiers  forced 
themselves  through  the  almost  impenetrable  fence ; 
but  still  new  obstacles  appeared,  and  while  writhing 
among  the  pointed  branches  they  threatened  the 
inaccessible  enemy  in  impotent  fitry.  the  cool  fire 
of  the  French  firom  behind  the  breastwork  smote 
them  one  by  one.  The  Highlanders,  who  should 
have  remained  in  reserve,  were  not  to  be  restodned, 
and  rushed  to  the  front ;  they  were  apparently  some- 
what more  successful ;  active,  impetuous,  lightly 
dad  and  armed,  they  won  their  way  through 
the  felled  trees,  and  died  upon  the  very  parapet;' 

'  "  Captain  John  Campbell  and  a  few  men  forced  their  waj  oret 
tbe  breaatwork,  but  were  instantly  dispatched  with  the  bajonet." — 
Stewart's  SkeUAa  of  the  Bifihlanden,  vol  ii.,  p.  61. 


itizecoy  Google 


THE  C0NQUE8T  OP  CANADA.  163 

ere  long,  half  of  these  gallant  men^  and  nearly 
all  their  officers  were  slain  or  desperately  wounded. 
Then  fresh  troops  pressed  on  to  the  deadly  strife, 
riTalling  the  courage,  and  sharing  the  fate,  of 
those  who  had  led  the  way.  For  nearly  four 
hours,  like  the  succeeding  waves  of  an  ebb  tide, 
they  attacked  again  and  again,  each  time  losing 
somewhat  of  their  vantage-ground,  now  fiercely 
rushing  on,  unflinchingly  enduring  the  murderous 
fire,  then  sullenly  fi^ng  back  to  re-form  their 
broken  ranks  for  a  fresh  effort.  It  was  vain  at 
last  as  it  was  at  first :  the  physical  difficulties  were 
impassable,  and  upon  that  rude  barrier— which 
the  simplrat  manoeuvre  would  have  avoided,  or  one 
hour  of  well-plied  artillery  swept  away' — the  fiower 
of  British  chivalry  was  crushed  and  broken.  The 
troops  that  strove  with  this  noble  constancy  were 

*  It  ms  M  this  period  that  Pitt  commenced  bia  bold,  jet,  u  it 
proTed,  most  safe  and  wise  pdicy,  of  raiung  Higliland  regiments 
from  tbe  Utelj  disaffected  clans.  I  have  already  alluded  to  tbis 
UMasure  hj  anticipation.  Let  me  now  add  only  tbe  glowing  words 
wbicb  Cbatham  himself  applied  to  it  in  retrospect.  "  Uy  lords,  we 
should  not  want  men  in  a  good  cause.  I  remember  how  I  employed 
the  very  rebels  in  tbe  serrice  and  defence  of  their  country.  Tfaej 
were  reclaimed  by  this  means  ;  they  fought  our  battles  ;  they  cheer- 
fully bled  in  defence  of  those  Uberties  which  they  had  attempted  te 
orerthrow  but  a  few  years  before. " — Lard  Chatham's  Speech  in  tht 
Some  of  Lord*,  December  2nd,  1777,  quoted  by  Lord  Mahon, 
HUtory  of  England,  vol  ir.,  p.  133. 

*  "  So  misinformed,  or  so  presumptuons,  was  General  Abercromby, 
that  he  expected  to  force  this  strong  position  by  musketry  alone, 
and  had  resohed  to  commence  the  attack  without  awaiting  his  artil- 
lery, which,  for  want  of  good  roads,  was  yet  lagging  in  the  rear." — 
Lord  Moon's  Hittory  of  Ettffland,  toI.  iv.,  p.  203. 

H  2 


itizecoy  Google 


164  THE  CONQUEST  OP  CANADA. 

surely  worthy  of  a  better  fete  tiian  that  of  sacrificing 
their  lives  and  honour  to  the  blind  presumption  of 
such  a  general. 

An  accident  at  length  arrested  this  melancholy 
carnage.  One  of  the  British  columns,  in  a  hurried 
advance,  lost  their  way,  and  became  bewildered  in 
the  neighbouring  forest;  when,  after  a  time,  they 
emerged  upon  the  open  country,  a  heavy  fire  was 
perceived  close  in  front,  as  they  thought  from  the 
French  intrenchments.  With  unhappy  promptitude, 
they  poured  a  deadly  volley  upon  the  supposed 
enemy,  but  when  a  breeze  from  the  laJce  lifted  the 
curtain  of  the  smoke  from  the  bloody  scene,  they 
saw  that  their  shot  had  fellen  with  fatal  pre- 
cision amongst  the  red-coats  of  their  countrymen. 
Then  indeed  hesitation,  con^sion,  and  panic  arose 
in  the  English  ranks ;  their  desperate  coun^  had 
proved  vain — a  frightful  loss  had  fallen  upon  their 
best  and  bravest — most  of  their  officers  were  struck 
down — ^the  bewildered  general  gave  them  no  orders 
sent  them  no  aid — their  strength  was  exhausted  by 
repeated  efforts  under  the  fiery  sun — and  still,  from 
behind  the  inaccessible  breastwork,  the  French, 
steady  and  almost  unharmed,  poured  a  rolling  fire 
npoD  their  defenceless  masses.  The  painful '  tale 
must  now  be  told;  the  English  infantry  turned 
and  fled.  The  disorder,  in  a  few  minutes,  became 
irretrievable ;  those  who  had  been  foremost  in  the 
fierce  assault  were  soon  the  first  in  the  disgraceful 
flight.  Highlanders  and  Provincials,  Bangers  and 
Grenadiers,  scarce  looked  behind  them  in  their 
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terror,  nor  saw  that  no  man  pursued.  In  th^  hour 
of  greatest  need.  General  Abercromby  remained  at 
the  saw-mills,  nearly  two  milea  from  the  field  of 
battle.* 

When  the  fugitives  found  that  the  French  did  not 
venture  to  press  upon  their  rear,  they  in  some 
measure  rallied  upon  a  few  still  unbroken  battalions 
that  were  posted  around  the  position  occupied  by 
the  general.  Scarcely,  however,  had  anything  of 
confidence  been  restored,  when  an  unaccountable 
command'  from  Abercromby,  to  retreat  to  the 
landing-place,  renewed  the  panic  The  soldiers  in- 
stantly concluded  that  they  were  to  embark  with 
every  speed  to  escape  the  pursuit  of  the  victorious 

'  EuUck'a  Hittory,  rol.iii.,  p.  258  ;  Maate's  Eittoryofihe  War, 
p.  151. 

'  "  How  far  Ur.  Abercromby  acquitted  himself  in  tbe  dutj  of  a 
general,  we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  if  he  could  depend 
upon  the  courage  and  discipline  of  his  forces,  he  surely  had  nothing 
to  fear,  after  the  action,  from  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  be 
would  have  been  superior  in  number,  eren  thongh  they  had  been 
joined  by  the  reinforcement,  which  he  falsely  supposed  they  expected. 
He  might,  therefore,  have  remained  on  the  spot,  in  order  to  execute 
some  other  enterprise,  when  he  should  be  reinforced  in  his  turn,  for 
General  Amherst  no  sooner  heard  of  his  disaster  than  he  returned 
with  the  troops  from  Cape  Breton  to  New  England,  having  left  a 
strong  garrison  in  Louiaburg." — Smollett's  History  of  England, 
Tol.  iT„  p.  309  ;  Smith's  HUtory  of  Canada,  vol.  i.,  p.  265. 

"  Tbe  British  army,  still  amounting  to  nearly  14,000  men,  greatly 
outnumbered  the  enemy  ;  and  if  the  artillery  had  been  brought  up  to 
their  asustance,  might  have  overpowered  with  little  difSculty  the 
French  and  their  defences  at  Ticonderoga.  Next  to  the  defeat  of 
Braddock  this  was  the  most  disgraceful  catastrophe  that  had  befallen 
the  arms  of  Britun  in  America." — Graham's  Hittory  of  tke  United 
State*,  vol.  iv.,  p.  32. 
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enemy,  and,  breaking  fh}m  all  order  and  control, 
crowded  towards  the  boats.  Happily,  the  brave 
Bradstreet  still  held  together  a  small  force,  like 
himself,  unshaken  by  this  groundless  terror;  with 
prompt  decision,  he  threw  himself  before  the 
landing-place,  and  would  not  sufTer  a  man  to  em- 
bark. To  this  gallant  officer  may  be  attributed  the 
preservation  of  Abercromby's  army :  had  the  dis- 
ordered maizes  been  allowed  to  crowd  into  the 
boats,  thousands  must  have  perished  in  the  waters 
of  the  Lake.  By  this  wise  and  spirited  step,  regu- 
larity was,  in  a  little  time,  again  restored,  and  the 
troops  held  their  ground  for  the  night. 

The  loss  remains  to  be  recorded :  1950  of  the 
English  army  was  slain,  wounded,  and  missing; 
of  these  1642  were  regular  troops  with  a  large 
proportion  of  officers.  The  French  had  nearly 
890  killed  and  disabled,  but  as  their  heads  only 
were  exposed  above  the  breastwork,  few  of  those 
who  were  hit  recovered.  It  is  unnecessary  to  speak 
of  their  admirable  conduct  and  courage,  or  of  the 
merit  of  their  chief;  their  highest  praise  is  recorded 
with  the  deeds  of  those  they  conquered.** 

*  Letter  from  the  E&rl  of  Bute  to  Mr.  Pitt : — 

AagD)t  SO,  17&1. 

"  Hy  dear  Friend, — I  feel  most  sennblf  this  cmel  rsTeree,  and 
the  loss  of  BO  many  gallant  men  ;  but  when  I  reflect  on  the  part 
tliej  have  acted,  I  congratulate  tnj  coimtty  and  my  friend  on  tho 
reTiTal  of  tliat  spirit  which  m  former  times  was  so  conspicuooB  in 
this  island.  I  think  this  check,  mj  dear  Pitt,  affects  you  too 
•trongly.  The  general  (!  !)  and  the  troope  hare  done  th^  duly, 
and  appear  by  the  numbers  lost  to  hare  fonght  with  the  greatest 
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The  sad  Btory  of  Ticonderoga  is  now  seldom  told 
and  almost  forgotten ;  the  disasters  or  triumphs  of 
that  year's  campaign  have  left  upon  its  scene  no 
traces  more  permanent  than  those  of  the  doud  and 
sunshine  of  an  April  day.  In  the  eventful  centivy 
since  past  our  country  has  emei^;ed  from  the  direst 
strife  that  ever  shook  the  world,  triumphant  by 
land  and  sea,  great  in  power  and  in  wisdom,  proudest 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  still  humblest  in 
reyerence  of  Heaven.  The  memory  of  this  remote 
disaster  cannot  now,  even  for  a  moment,  dim  the 
light  of  "England's  matchless  glory."  But  such 
records  give  a  lesson  that  may  not  be  forgotten. 
Men  bearing  the  same  name  have  each  at  different 
periods  played  important  parts  in  British  military 
history ;  though  both  have  long  since  passed  away, 
their  examples  are  still  before  us.^  The  British  soldier 
in  time  of  danger  will  not  hesitate  to  elect  between 
the  fate  of  Abercromby  who  survived  the  shameful 
rout  of  Ticonderoga,  and  that  of  the  stout  Sir  Ralph 
who  fell  upon  the  Eg3rptian  plains." 

On  the  dth  the  troops  w&e  ordered  to  embark  and 
retire  to  Fort  William  Henry,  which  place  they 

intrepiditj  ;  to  baTe  tried  all  that  men  oonld  do  to  force  their  waj. 
The  commander  seems  broken-hearted  at  being  forced  (!  !)  to  » 
retreat. 

"  Adieu,  mj  dear  Pitt,  jour  ever  most  affisotionate 

"  Bute." 
— Chatham  Cormpondenee,  toI.  i.,  p.  336. 

'  "  Thus  does  histoij  transmit  the  virtues  of  one  age  to  another, 
and  thna  does  it  hold  forth  wuniDg  of  shame."— Boliogbrolce. 
'  See  Appendix,  No.  LXVII. 
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reached  that  night.  Even  when  there  the  general 
did  not  consider  his  army  safe  till  he  had  strength- 
ened the  defences ;  still  diffident,  he  sent  tiie  artillery 
and  ammunition  on  to  Albany,  and  afterwards  even  to 
New  York.  By  this  defensive  attitude  he  neutralised 
the  advanti^  which  his  greatly  superior  strei^jth 
gave  him  over  the  enemy,  and  thus  for  another  year 
was  deferred  the  acquisition  of  the  "  Gates  of  Canada" 
— the  Lakes  George  andChamplain,  and  the  Richelieu 
River. 

When  Abercromby  was  fully  8ecm*ed  in  his  old 
position,  and  discipline  in  a  measure  re-established 
in  the  army,  he  hearkened  to  the  earnest  solicitations 
of  the  indefatigable  Bradstreet,  that  a  force  might 
he  sent  to  revenge  on  Fort  Frontenac  the  ruin  of 
Oswego,  and  thus  to  gain  the  command  of  Lake 
Ontario.  The  carrying  out  of  this  plan  was  worthily 
committed  to  him  who  had  designed  it,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery,  and  two  companies  of  regulars, 
with  2800  Provincial  militia  and  boatmen,  were 
allotted  for  the  task.  The  pusillanimous  destruction 
of  the  navigation  of  Wood  Creek  by  General  Webb, 
in  1756,  proved  a  most  vexatious  and  harassing 
difficulty  in  this  expedition.  But  the  resolution 
and  energy  of  Bradstreet  overcame  every  obstacle ; 
with  immense  labour  and  hardship  his  men  removed 
the  logs  irom  the  river,  and  at  length  rendered  it 
navigable.  On  the  13th  of  August  the  artillery  and 
stores  were  embarked,  and  the  same  day  the  army 
moved  by  land  to  the  Oneida  Lake,  thence,  by  the 
stream  of  the  Onondaga,  past  the  scene  of  their 
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leader's  brilliant  victory,  to  the  waters  of  Lake 
Ontario,  where  tiiey  again  embarked. 

On  the  25th,  Bradstreet  landed  without  opposition 
within  a  mile  of  Fort  Frontenac ;  he  found  this  famed 
position^  weakly  fortified,  and  worse  garrisoned, 
through  the  unaccountable  negligence  of  the  Marqiiis 
de  Yaudreuil.  After  the  rictory  at  Ticonderc^;a,  the 
French  governor  had  dispatched  the  Chevalier  de 
Longueuil,  with  immense  presents,  to  meet  the  chiefs 
of  the  Iroquois  at  Oswego,  with  a  view  of  gaining 
their  important  alliance,  and  of  inducing  them  to 
abandon  all  relations  with  the  English,  by  repre- 
senting their  cause  as  ruined  through  Abercromby's 
defeat.  He  in  some  measure  succeeded  in  his 
mission ;  the  Indian  deputies  assured  him  of  their 
attachment,  but  said  that  as  all  their  brethren  had 
not  been  consulted  they  must  communicate  with 
them  before  giving  a  decisive  answer.  When  the 
conference  ended,  the  Chevalier  returned  to  Montreal 

*  "  U.  de  Conrcelera  originated  the  design  of  building  the  fort  at 
Cataroconj,  but  being  recalled  before  it  could  bo  earned  into  ezeou- 
tdon,  M.  de  Fronten&o  carried  oat  his  pltme  in  1672,  and  gave  hia 
name  to  the  fort.  Lake  Ontario  also,  for  a  long  time  afterwards, 
bore  the  name  of  Frontenao." — CharleToiz,  torn,  ii.,  p.  245. 

"  This  fort  was  rebuilt  bj  Frontenao  in  1695  against  the  orders 
of  M.  de  Pontchartrain.  The  after  importance  of  this  celebrated 
position  fullj  justified  Frontenac'a  oppoution  to  the  wishes  of  the 
French  minister.  The  coniiexion  between  Canada  and  Louisiana 
mainly  depended  upon  the  poeaession  of  Fort  Frontenac,  as  was 
manifest  upon  its  loss  by  the  French.  Kingston  stands  on  the  site 
of  old  Fort  Frontenac  ;  next  to  Quebec  and  Halifax  it  is  oonsidered 
the  strongest  military  position  in  British  America." — Picturetque 
Towritt,  p.  222. 
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by  Fort  Frontenac,  where  he  stopped  for  a  day,  and 
informed  M.  de  Noyan,  the  commandant,  of  the 
danger  that-  threatened  his  position  from  Brad- 
street's  advance.  Everything  was  speedily  done  to 
strengthen  the  fort,  which  the  limited  means  at  hand 
permitted;  but  de  Noyan,  well  aware  that  without  aid 
resistance  would  be  vain,  rnged  upon  de  Longuenil 
to  send  him  reinforcements  as  soon  as  he  could 
reach  the  governor.  This  the  chevalier  neglected, 
Mid  Fort  Frontenac  and  its  worthy  conunandant 
were  left  to  th«r  fate.  When  too  late,  indeed,  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  dispatched  M.  de  Plessis 
Fabiot,  with  1500  Canadian  militia,  towards  Lake 
Ontario,  but  by  the  time  they  reached  La  Chine 
intelligence  arrived  that  caused  the  greater  part  of 
the  force  to  return  to  whence  they  came. 

Bradstreet  at  first  threw  up  his  works  at  500 
yards  from  the  fort ;  finding  that  the  distance  was 
too  great,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  little  to  be 
feared,  he  pushed  closer  on,  and  gained  possession 
of  an  old  intrenchment  near  the  defences,  whence 
he  opened  fire  with  vigour  and  effect.  A  Uttle  after 
seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  French 
surrendered,  being  without  hope  of  succour,  and  of 
tliemselves  alone  utterly  incapable  of  a  successful 
defence.  The  garrison,  consisting  of  only  120  regular 
soldiers  and  forty  Indians,  became  prisoners  of  war ; 
and  sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  sixteen  mortars,  an 
immense  supply  of  provisions,  stores,  and  ammu- 
nition, with  all  the  shipping  on  the  Lake,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors.    Among  the  prizes  were 
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seTeral  vessels  richly  laden  with  fiirs,  to  the  value, 
it  is  said,  of  70,000  louis  d'ors.  The  attacking 
anny  had  not  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  single 
soldier."* 

The  fort  thus  easily  won  was  a  quadrangle,  each 
face  about  100  yards  in  length;  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon  were  mounted  upon  the  walls,  and  the  rest 
of  the  artillery  was  in  reserve,  but  the  garrison  was 
altogether  insufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  works. 
The  very  large  amount  of  stores,  ammunition,  and 
provision,  which  were  thus  left  exposed,  were  of 
vital  importance  to  the  supply  of  the  distant  western 
forts,  and  the  detachments  on  the  Ohio,  at  Fort  du 

'°  Extract  of  &  letter  from  sd  officer  in  Albsnj  to  a  member  of 
P&rli&meat  here,  (London),  (Uted  Sept.  13,  1758: — "  Frontenac 
(called  bere  Cadaraque]  was  of  great  conaequence  to  tbe  French, 
both  as  to  their  influence  on  the  Indiana,  bj  keeping  up  a  communi- 
cation between  Fort  du  Quesne  and  Canada,  and  annoying  ua  on  the 

Uobawk  river Colonel  Bradetreet  is  a  captain  in  our 

regiment lie  is  a  man  of  great  spirit  and  activity ; 

haa  been  moat  of  bis  life  in  this  country,  and  understands  things  Tory 

well Col.  Bradstreet  has  been  near  three  years  presusg 

the  commanding  general  in  North  America  to  let  him  go  against 
this  fort,  but  they  thought  the  undertaking  too  desperate,  which  he 
has  now  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  man  and  at  a  very  critical 

juncture Thus  the  French  expedition  against  tbe  German 

flats,  and  probably  this  vetj  town,  is  happily  prevented ;  their  shipping 
on  the  Lake  Ontario,  which  made  them  so  formidable,  is  destroyed  ; 
they  have  no  vessels  to  send  provisions  into  the  other  forts,  and  their 
fort,  which  kept  the  Indians  so  much  in  their  interest,  is  destroyed, 
and  tbe  six  nations  (who  all  but  the  Hohawks  would  have  left  us)  will 
now  be  more  in  our  interest  than  ever.  The  taking  of  Frontenac 
gave  more  joy  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  this  place  than  even  Louisburg 
it«elf,  for  it  more  nearly  concerned  them,  and  they  say  there  will  be 
now  no  more  scalping." — The  PiAlic  Aehertuer,  Jan.  20,  1759. 
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Quesne  and  elsewhere.  Id  obedience  to  an  unac- 
countable order  of  General  Abercromby,  Bradstreet 
bad  no  choice  but  to  burn  and  destroy  the  artillery, 
proTisions,  and  stores  of  every  kind,  and  even  the 
shipping,  except  two  vessels  which  were  retained  to 
convey  the  valuable  peltries  to  the  southern  shores 
of  the  Lake.  The  fort  was  also  ruined  and  aban- 
doned ;  however,  M.  du  Plessia  Fabiot  sent  on  a 
detachment  from  La  Chine,  with  M.  de  Pont  le  Roy, 
the  en^neer,  who  speedily  restored  it.  At  the  same 
time  another  body  of  troops  was  sent  to  strengthen 
the  distant  post  of  Kiagara.  In  the  meanwhile 
Bradstreet  re-embarked  his  force  and  returned  to 
the  British  colonies  by  the  same  route  as  he  had 
advanced.' 

At  this  time  Fort  Frontenac  was  the  general 
rendezvous  of  all  the  northern  and  western  Indian 
nations,  the  centre  of  trade  not  only  with  the 
French  but  also  among  themselves.  Thither  they 
repaired  from  all  directions,  even  from  the  distance 
of  1000  miles,  bearing  with  them  their  rich  peltries 
with  immense  labour,  to  exchaDge  for  Emnjpean 
goods.    The  French  traders  had  learned  the  art  of 

'  Eitract  of  a  letter  from  New  York,  dnted  Not.  20,  1758 ; — 
"  Our  army  is  gone  into  winter  quutera,  and  I  hope,  when  ve  make 
an  attack  again,  to  succeed ;  but  we  must  fint  hare  more  regulars 
Irom  England.  Our  militia  are  not  fit  for  a  campaign.  Oar  Engliah 
Boldion  will  kill  ten  provinoialB  in  point  of  &tigue.  The  afiair  of 
Colonel  Bradstreet  was  a  brave  tluog  for  na,  but  not  one  in  fire 
could  go  through  that  tiresome  affair  ;  for  after  the  place  was  taken, 
thej  buried  thirty  and  forty  in  a  day  at  Schenectady." — The  PubUc 
Advertiter,  Feb.  3, 1759. 
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conciliating  these  children  of  the  forest,  and  among 
them  attachment  and  esteem  overcame  even  the 
force  of  interest.  It  was  nptorious  that  the  British 
merchants  at  Albany  could  supply  far  better  and 
cheaper  articles,  and  actually  forwarded  large  stores 
of  all  kinds  to  Ornish  the  warehouses  of  their 
Canadian  rivals ;  yet  the  savages  annually  passed 
by  this  favourable  market,  and  bore  the  spoils  of 
the  chase  to  the  French  settlement  on  the  distant 
shores  of  Lake  Ontario. 

These  annual  meetings  of  the  red  men,  however, 
had  another  object  besides  that  of  commerce ;  the 
events  of  the  preceding  year  were  related  and  can- 
vassed, and  council  held  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
future.  Here  feuds  were  reconciled  by  the  good 
offices  of  neutral  tribes,  old  alliances  were 
strengthened  and  new  arranged.  In  these  assem- 
blies the  actual  presence  of  the  French  gave  them 
an  important  influence  over  the  deliberations,  and 
coloured  to  a  considerable  extent  the  policy,  of  the 
Indian  nations.  On  every  account,  therefore,  the 
destruction  of  Fort  Frontenac  was  a  great  gain  to 
the  British  cause. 

It  now  remaned  for  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  to 
announce  the  loss  of  Fort  Frontenac  to  the  court  of 
France,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  it  appear  that  he 
was  free  &om  blame  in  the  unfortimate  transaction. 
He  determined  at  aU  hazards  to  conceal  the  fact 
that  his  neglecting  to  forward  the  required  reinforce- 
ments was  the  direct  cause  of  l^e  disaster.  The 
only  mode  of  escape  which  suggested  itsdf  to  his 
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mean  mind  was  to  throw  the  blame  upon  another ; 
the  unhappy  commandant,  de  Noyan,  was  selected 
as  the  victim  of  his  falsehood.  To  prevent  that 
officer  from  forwarding  to  France  his  own  statement 
of  the  cas^  the  treacherous  governor  himself  under- 
took to  represent  the  affair  in  a  light  that  could  not 
£ul  to  clear  de  Noyan  of  all  responsibility.  The 
snare  was  successfiil ;  the  brave  commandant,  guile- 
less himself,  doubted  not  the  honour  of  his  chief 
and  blindly  trusted  him.  De  Vaudreuil,  unmindful 
alike  of  truth  and  justice,  threw  the  whole  weight 
of  blame  upon  his  subordinate,  and  ascribed  without 
scruple  the  loss  of  the  fort  to  the  pusillanimity  of 
the  defenders.  De  Noyan,  when  too  late,  found  that 
he  had  been  cru^y  deceived ;  he  appealed  in  vain 
again  and  again  to  the  court  for  redress,  and  at 
length  retired  from  the  service  in  which  he  had  met 
only  with  treachery  and  injustice. 

While  Abercromby's  intrenchments  afforded  him 
complete  security,  the  presence  of  his  great  but 
now  useless  army  gave  no  protection  to  the  English 
frontier.  The  ever  active  and  vigilant  Montcalm 
lost  no  opportunity  of  harassing  outposts,  assailing 
remote  settlements,  and  intercepting  convoys.  On 
the  1 7th  of  July  a  party  of  twenty  Provincials  with 
three  officers  was  destroyed  by  the  French  light 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Half  Way  Brook, 
and  ten  days  afterwards  near  the  same  place,  116 
waggoners  with  their  escort  of  sixteen  Rangers 
were  surprised  and  horribly  massacred  in  ^ite 
of  the  late  severe  warning.     At  length  the  gene- 
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ral  was  aroused  to  exertion :  he  selected  Major 
Rogers,  already  famous  in  partisan  warfare,  and, 
with  a  force  of  700  men,  seat  him  to  seek  the 
marauders;  they,  however,  effected  their  escape 
unharmed.  When  the  British  were  returning  from 
ttiis  rain  pursuit,  a  dispatch  arrived  from  head- 
quarters, directing  them  to  scour  the  country  to  the 
south  and  east  of  Lake  Champlun,  and  retire  hy  the 
route  of  Fort  Edward. 

According  to  these  orders,  Rogers  pursued  his 
difficult  march,  without,  however,  much  success  in 
distressing  the  enemy,  as,  from  the  superior  infor- 
mation furnished  to  the  French  by  the  Indians,  they 
always  managed  to  avoid  the  unequal  combat.  On 
the  8th  of  August,  however,  Ihey  assembled  a  force 
of  about  600  men,  and,  choosing  a  fiivourable  situa^ 
tion,  in  some  measure  surprised  the  British  detach- 
ment despite  the  unsleeping  caution  of  its  able  chief. 
R<^ers's  strength  had  been  by  this  time,  through 
hardship,  desertion,  and  other  causes,  reduced  almost 
to  a  level  with  that  of  his  present  opponents,  and  it 
was  not  without  extreme  di£^culty  that  he  succeeded 
in  holding  his  ground.  In  the  first  onset  a  miyor 
and  two  lieutenants  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  several  of  his  advance  guard  were  slain.  How- 
ever, under  his  brave  and  skilful  conduct  the  British 
soon  in  turn  won  the  advantage ;  and  after  a  sharp 
and  sanguinary  combat  of  an  hour's  diu^tion,  the 
aseulants  abandoned  the  field,  leaving  no  less  than 
190  of  their  men  killed  and  wounded.  Although 
the  victors  lost  onfy  40  of  their  number,  &tigue,  and 
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the  cautions  observed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
retreat,  forbade  pursuit.  R(^rs,  therefore,  con- 
tinued his  march  homewards,  and  arrived  at  head- 
quarters without  anything  further  worthy  of  record 
having  occurred. 

Brigadier-General  Stauwix  had  been  detached 
with  a  considerable  force  of  Provincial  troops  to 
erect  a  fort  in  a  favourable  position  on  the  im- 
portant carrying-place  between  Wood  Creek,  at  the 
Oneida  Lake,  and  the  Mohawk  River,  with  a  view 
to  encourage  and  protect  the  friendly  Indians  in 
those  districts  from  the  enmity  of  the  French  and 
their  alhes.  He  performed  this  valuable  but  unos- 
tentatious service  with  ability  and  success;  the 
works  which  he  there  established  and  garrisoned 
still  bear  his  name.^ 

We  nmst  now  return  to  the  third  expedition  of 
Hie  campaign  against  Fort  du  Quesne,  led  by  Greneral 
Forbes.  Although  this  chief  had  put  his  army  in 
motion  before  Abercromby  marched  upon  the 
northern  lakes,  he  had  not  been  able  to  get  his  last 
division  ont  of  Philadelphia  till  the  30th  of  June : 
350  of  the  60th,  or  Royal  American,  regiment ;  1 200 
of  the77th, Montgomery's  Highlanders;'  and  upwards 
of  5000  Provincials  composed  his  force. 

'  "  The  village  of  R«me,  foniteen  miles  west  of  Utjca,  ib  aitoated 
Dear  the  head  waterii  of  the  Uohawk ;  it  Etanda  on  the  site  of  old 
Fort  Stanirii,  which  was  an  important  poBt  duriog  the  revolutionair 
uid  French  ware," — Ptcturetque  Toturut,  p.  139. 

*  "  SoTeral  soldiers  of  this  and  other  regiments  fell  into  an 
■rnhnsh,   and  were   captured  by  the  Indifttu.     Allan    Macpherson 
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Hie  inarch  over  the  AUeghanies  was  long  and 
difficult ;  the  defiles,  forests,  swamps,  and  moun- 
tains were  in  then^elves  formidable  obstacles,  had 

Be^Qg  hb  comrades  horribly  tortured  to  death,  and  knowiiig  that 
the  same  fate  awaited  him,  told  the  savages,  through  an  inter- 
preter, that  be  Icnew  a  wonderful  secret  of  a  certain  medioine 
which  if  applied  to  the  akin  would  render  it  proof  against  any 
weapon.  His  tale  was  believed  hj  the  superstiUouB  Indians,  and, 
ansioDB  to  see  the  proof,  thej  allowed  him  to  gather  herbs,  and 
having  miied  and  boiled  them,  to  apply  the  concoction  to  his  neck ; 
he  then  lud  his  head  upon  a  block,  and  challenged  the  strongest 
man  to  strike.  A  warrior  came  forward,  and,  to  prove  the 
virtue  of  the  medicine,  struck  a  blow  with  his  tomahawk  at  fiill 
strength ;  the  head  flew  off  several  yards.  The  Indians  stood  at  first 
amased  at  their  own  credulity,  hut  were  afterwards  so  pleased  at  the 
highlauder*B  ingenuity  in  eaca[nng  the  torture,  that  they  refrained 
from  inflicting  further  cruelties  on  their  surviving  victims." — Stewart's 
Sketehe*  of  the  Highlanders,  vol.  ii.,  p.  61. 

Some  of  the  Highland  regiments  sent  to  America  were  newly 
raised,  and  still  in  a  great  degree  retained  the  wildness  of  their  Celtia 
countrymen,  as  the  following  anecdote  ilLustrates  : — "  A  soldier  of 
another  regiment,  who  was  a  sentinel  detached  irom  an  advanced 
guard,  seeing  a  man  coming  out  of  the  wood,  with  his  hair  hanging 
loose,  and  wrapped  up  in  &  dark-coloured  plaid,  he  challenged  him 
repeatedly,  and  receiving  no  answer  (the  weather  being  hazy),  he 
fired  at  him  and  killed  him  ;  the  guard  being  alarmed,  the  aerjeant 
ran  out  to  know  the  cause,  and  the  unhappy  sentinel,  strongly  pre- 
possessed that  it  was  an  Indian,  with  a  blanket  about  him,  who  came 
skulking  to  take  a  prisoner  or  a  scalp,  cried  out,  '  I  have  lulled  an 
Indian  !  I  have  killed  an  Indian  I '  bat,  upon  being  imdeceived  by 
the  Serjeant,  who  went  to  take  a  view  of  die  dead  man,  and  being 
totd  that  he  was  one  of  onr  own  men  and  a  highlander,  he  was  so 
oppressed  with  grief  and  fright  that  he  fell  ill,  and  was  despau«d  of 
for  some  days.  In  consequence  of  thb  accident,  most  of  these  young 
soldiers  being  raw  and  inexperienced,  and  very  few  of  them  conversant 
in  or  able  to  talk  English  (which  was  particularly  his  case  who  was 
killed),  these  regiments  were  ordered  to  do  no  more  duty  for  some 
time." — Knox's  Hutorical  Campmgn,  vol.  i.,  p-  48. 

VOL.  u.  M 
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there  even  been  do  hostile  force  in  front.  But  the 
judicious  arrangements  of  the  general  overcame 
alike  the  impediments  and  the  perils  of  the  advance, 
and  some  dangerous  attacks  of  the  Indians  were 
repelled  with  vigorous  alacrity.  When  the  army 
reached  Raystown/  a  place  about  90  miles  fi^m 
Fort  du  Quesne,  Forbes  halted  his  mtun  body,  and 
detached  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bouquet  with  2000 
men  to  take  post  in  advance  of  Loyal  Hanning, 
while  he  constructed  a  new  rrad,  being  determined 
not  to  avail  himself  of  the  route  used  by 
Braddock. 

Bouquet  was  unfortunately  fired  with  ambition 
to  reduce  the  hostile  stronghold  before  the  arrival 
of  his  chief,  and  accordingly  he  detached  Major 
Grant  and  800  Highlanders  to  reconnoitre  the  works 
of  Fort  du  Quesne.  The  mtyor,  probably  with  a 
Eumilar  ambition  to  that  of  his  chief,  endeavoured  to 
induce  the  French  to  give  battle,  and  drew  up  his 
men  on  a  neighbouring  height,  beating  a  march  as  a 
challenge.  The  combat  was  acc^ted ;  the  garrison 
sallied  out,  and  after  a  very  severe  action,  routed 
the  Highlanders  with  loss,  and  took  300  prisoners, 
including  the  commander.  The  broken  remnant  of 
Grant's  force  fell  back  in  great  disorder  upon  their 
comrades  at  Loyal  Hanning.' 

Cautioned  but  no't  dispirited  by  this  untoward 
occurrence,  Forbes  advanced  with  his  whole  army 

•  Rajstown  is  new  Bedrord. 
'  Loyal  Huming,  when  fortifted  bj  General  Forbes  on  bis  return  to 
Philadelphia,  was  called  Fort  Ligonier. 
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as  rapidly  as  the  rugged  country  and  unfavourable 
weather  would  permit,  although  so  debilitated  from 
illness  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  borne  on  a  litter. 
Several  parties  of  French  and  Indians  endearoured 
to  impede  his  march,  but  were  always  repulsed; 
once,  however,  in  a  night  attack,  some  loss  and 
confusion  were  occasioned  by  the  Highlanders  and 
the  Virginian  Provincials  firing  upon  each  other 
through  mistake.  The  French  were  not  sufficiently 
elated  by  their  victory  over  Grant  to  venture  any 
serious  opposition  to  Forbes's  advance,  and  the  loss 
of  Fort  Frontenac,  &om  whence  they  had  been 
expecting  a  supply  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores, 
rendered  successful  resistance  hopeless :  M.  de 
Ligni^res,  their  leader,  therefore,  dismantled  and 
abandoned  the  celebrated  fort,  and  dropped  down 
the  stream  of  the  Ohio  to  the  friendly  settlements 
on  the  Kississippi.  The  following  day,  the  25th  of 
November,  tfie  British  took  possession  of  the  deserted 
stronghold,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  put  it  in 
repair ;  under  the  new  owners,  Pittsburg'  was  sub- 
stituted for  the  former  name  of  disastrous  memory 
■ — Fort  du  Quesne.' 

*  "  With  the  unanimous  ooDeurrence  of  hia  offioera  he  altered  the 
nune  of  Fort  dn  Qaeaoe  to  Fittabnrg,— a  well-earned  eompliment  to 
the  miniater  who  had  planned  ita  conqueBt." — Lord  Mahon'a  Bxttory 
of  Rigland,  fiA.  ir.,  p  203.  ' 

'  "  New  Yvk,  Dec.  13.  Earlj  on  Mondaj  last  an  ezpreas  arrived 
liither  finm  the  westward,  and  brought  sundry  letters  which  gare  an 
aoeonnt  that  Qeneral  Forbes  was  in  poaaoBsion  of  Fort  du  Qnesne ;  one 
of  thoae  letters  said; — '  Fort  du  Qnesne,  Not.  26, 1756.     I  have  now 

the  pleamre  to  write  to  jon  from  the  ruins  of  the  fort 

m2 
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This  advantage  was  of  coTisiderable  importance 
to  the  British ;  the  respect  for  their  power  among 
the  Indians,  which  recent  disasters  in  that  countiy 
had  much  shaken,  was  fully  restored,  and  most  of 
the  western  native  tribes  sent  to  offer  aid,  or  at 
least  neutrality.  Brigadier-General  Forbes  lived 
but  a  brief  space  to  ei^oy  the  credit  gained  by  this 
success ;  his  naturally  weak  constitution  was  broken 

We  uriTOd  at  six  o'clock  last  night  and  found  it  in  a  great  meuure 
destroyed.  There  are  two  forts  about  twenty  yards  distant ;  the  odq 
built  with  immense  labour,  small,  but  a  great  deal  of  strong  works 
collected  into  little  room,  and  stands  at  the  pcnnt  of  a  narrow  neck  ot 
land  at  the  confluence  of  the  two  rrven  ;  it  is  square,  and  has  two 
ravelins  gabions  at  each  c<uver,  &c.  The  other  fort  stands  on  the 
bank  of  the  Alleghanj,  in  the  fonn  of  a  parallelogram,  but  not  neu- 
BO  strong  as  the  other.  Thej  sprung  a  mine,  which  ruined  one  of 
their  magasines ;  in  the  other  we  found  sixteen  barrels  of  ammunilioa, 
A^.,  and  about  a  cart-load  of  scalping-knires.  A  boy,  who  had  been 
their  prisoner  about  two  years,  tells  us  ...  .  that  they  had 
burnt  five  of  the  prisoners  they  took  at  Major  Grant's  defeat,  on  the 
parade,  and  had  delirered  others  to  the  Indians,  who  were  tomahawked 
on  the  spot  We  found  numbers  of  dead  bodies  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  fort  unburied,  so  many  monuments  of  French  humanity. 
Mr.  Bates  is  appointed  to  preach  a  thanksgiring  sermon  for  the 
remarkable  superioiity  of  his  Majesty's  arms.  We  left  all  onr  tents 
at  Loyal  Hanning,  and  every  conveoiency,  except  a  blanket  and  a 
knapsack.'  Another  letter  mentions  that  '  only  2500  picked  men 
marched  from  Loyal  Hanning  ....  that  200  of  our  people 
were  to  be  left  at  fort  du  Quesne,  now  Pittsburg, — 100  of  the  oldeot 

Virginians,  the  others  of  our  oldest  Pennsytvaoians 

The  French  judged  rightly  in  abandoning  a  fort,  the  front  of  whose 
polygon  is  only  150  feet,  and  which  our  shells  would  have  destroyed 
in  three  days.  We  have  fired  some  howitzer  shells  into  the  face  of 
the  work,  which  is  made  of  nine-inch  plank,  and  rammed  between 
with  earth,  and  found  that  in  firing  but  a  few  hours,  we  must  have 
destroyed  the  entire  face."— 7%«Pu&Itc.i(ivert(«er,  Jan.  20,  1757. 
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by  the  hardships  of  the  expedition,  and  he  died 
soon  afterwards  at  Philadelphia,  in  honour,  and 
r^retted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

With  this  expedition  concluded  the  campaign  of 
the  year  1758.  Although  its  events  were  chequered 
with  disaster  and  disgrace,  the  general  result  was 
eminently  faToiuable  to  England,  and  honoui'able 
to  the  illustrious  minister  who  then  directed  her 
councils.  The  reduction  of  Louisburg  and  its  de* 
pendencies  would  have  been  of  itself  sufficient  to 
reward  the  sacrifices  so  finely  made  by  her  patriotic 
people.  Now  in  possession  of  a  ma^fnificent  harbour 
— the  key  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  it  would  be  an 
easy  task  to  intercept  any  succour  which  Franco 
might  endeavour  to  send  to  prop  her  tottering  sway 
in  Canada.  The  reduction  of  the  Forts  Frontenae 
and  du  Quesne  had  paralysed  the  enemy's  power  in 
the  west,  and  given  to  England  aU  the  territory 
for  the  possession  of  which  the  war  had  arisen. 
Abercromby's  defeat  had  been  solely  a  negative 
event;  his  overwhelming  force  still  hung  like  a 
thunder-cloud  upon  the  shores  of  the  lakes,  and 
Montcalm  well  knew  that  he  owed  his  brilliant 
victory  to  the  incapacity  of  the  British  general,  not 
to  the  want  of  military  virtue  in  the  British  troops. 
The  men — whose  desperate  valour  had  been  wasted 
against  the  impassable  barrier  at  Carillon — burning 
with  ardour  to  avenge  their  defeat  under  an  abler 
chiet  were  still  straining,  like  bloodhounds  in  a 
leash,  by  the  Canadian  frontier. 

With  the  full  accord  of  the  British  king  and 
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people,  tiie  great  minister  distributed  honour  and 
punishment  to  the  principal  actors  in  the  important 
events  of  the  past  campaign.  General  Abercromby 
was  superseded  in  his  command,^  and  Amherst,  the 
conqueror  of  Louisburg,  appointed  chief  of  the 
American  armies  in  his  place.  Immediatelj  on  re- 
ceiving this  commission,  the  new  general  embarked 
at  HaUfiut  for  Boston,  and  thence  proceeded  to  New 
York,  where  he  arrived  on  the  I2th  of  December. 
and  assumed  the  command  of  the  forces.  On  the 
24th  of  January  following,  the  unhappy  Abratnvmby 
sailed  for  England  in  the  Remmington  man-of-war. 
Brigadira-General  Wolfe  accompanied  hiro,  in  con- 
sequence of  permission  granted  in  his  original  order 
of  service  to  return  when  the  expedition  had  suc- 
ceeded. Colonel  Monckton  was  left  in  connnand  at 
Nova  Scotia. 

'  "  He  ma  a  person  of  slender  abHtties  and  ntterlj  devoid  of  eaergj 
and  resolntion,  and  Pitt  too  late  regretted  the  error  he  had  oommitted 
in  intnuting  a  command  of  suoh  importance  to  one  so  little  known  to 
him,  and  who  proved  so  un£t  to  snstain  it." — Graham,  toI.  iv.,  p.  19. 
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It  will  now  be  advisable  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
two  great  rival  races  on  the  North  American  con- 
tinent, before  entering  upon  the  relation  of  the 
evwtfiil  campaign  which  -was  but  the  crisis  of  a 
BwnAj  approaching  fate.  Although  the  decasive 
blow  that  for  ever  crushed  the  power  of  France 
was  doubtless  dealt  by  tiae  immortal  Wolfe  upon 
Uie  Plains  of  Abraham,  the  slow  but  certain  con- 
quest of  Canada  had  progressed  for  many  a  previous 
year;  with  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of  the  coun- 
cillor, with  the  axe  and  plough  of  the  settler,  with 
the  thrift  and  adventure  of  the  merchant,  with  the 
sober  industry  of  the  mechanic,  and  the  daring 
hardihood  of  the  fisherman,  was  the  glorious  battle 
won.  Against  weapons  such  as  these  the  chivalry 
of  Montcalm  and  of  his  splendid  veteran  regiments 
vainly  strove.  To  th«n  victory  brought  glory 
without  gain,  inaction  danger,  and  disaster  ruin. 
Drapite  their  courage,  activity,  and  skill,  the  rude 
but  vigorous  British  population,  like  surging  waves^ 
gained  rapidly  on  every  side,  and  at  length  burst 
the  opposing  barriers  of  military  organisation,  and 
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poured  in  a  broad  flood  over  the  dreazy  level  of  an 
oppressed  and  spiritleBS  land. 

In  the  year  1769  the  population  of  Canada  had 
only  reached  to  60,000  souls,  and  it  was  found  to 
have  decreased  during  the  last  twenty  years  of  war 
and  want ;  of  these  6700  dwelt  under  the  protedion 
of  the  ramparts  of  Quebec,  4000  at  Montreal,  and 
1600  at  the  little  town  of  Three  Rivers.  The  greater 
part  of  the  remainder  led  a  rural  life  on  the  f^Hle 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  its  tributaries,  while 
a  few  wandered  with  gun  and  rod  among  Indian 
tribes  scarcely  more  savage  than  themselves,  over 
prairies,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Great  Lakes  and 
rivers  of  the  west.  The  settlements  on  both  shores 
below  Quebec  were  then  almost  as  adranced  as  now; 
small  white  houses,  dainty  in  the  distance,  stretched 
in  rows  for  many  miles  along  the  level  banks,  or 
dotted  the  hill  side  in  pictiu-esque  irregularity. 
Here  and  tha%  neat  wooden  churches,  of  a  pecu- 
liarly quaint  u^^tecture,  stood  the  centres  of  hamlets 
and  knots  of  farms.  In  their  neighbourhood  the 
encumbering  forest  was  usually  cleared  away  with 
careful  industry,  and  each  fertile  nook  and  valley, 
and  the  borders  of  each  stream,  were  rich  with  waving 
com.  Through  these  lower  settlements  a  sort  of 
rude  track  extended  for  many  miles  by  the  water 
side.  On  the  large  and  beautiful  Island  of  Orleans 
many  thousand  acres  of  com  and  pulse  were  sown, 
the  farms  carefully  separated  by  wooden  paling,  and 
intersected  with  tolerable  roads. 

Between  Quebec  and  Uontreal  the  banks  of  the 
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Great  River  were  hardly  ia  so  advanced  a  state  as 
those  towards  the  sea;  the  churches  were  fewer  and 
more  distant,  the  houses  ruder  and  more  scattered. 
There  were  many  miles  indeed  where  no  traces  of 
htunan  industry  greeted  the  traveller's  eye.  The 
shores  of  the  Great  Lakes,  or  rather  expansions  of 
the  stream,  were  dreary  swamps  and  thickets,  and  the 
slopes  of  ^e  distant  hills  still  bore  the  primeval 
forest.  On  the  sandy  flats  of  Three  Rivers,  in  a 
scattered  village,  dwelt  a  population  more  numerous 
than  that  of  the  present  day ;  a  small  surrounding 
district  was  cleared  and  cultivated,  but  the  main 
occupation  and  support  of  the  inhabitants  was  the 
tar  trade  wiUi  the  Indians  who  resorted  thither 
from  the  unknown  north  by  the  waters  of  the  broad 
streams  here  uniting  with  the  St.  Lawrence. 

The  rich  and  fertile  Island  of  Montreal  was  already 
generally  cleared,  and  extensively  but  thinly  peopled. 
The  city,  at  times  called  Ville  Marie  in  old  maps, 
ranged  somewhat  irregularly  for  more  than  a  mile 
along  the  river  side,  and  was  even  then  remarkable 
for  the  superiority  of  its  public  buildings  over  those 
of  its  colonial  neighbom^ 

The  Fathers  of  the  Sulpician  Order,  by  -rirtue 
of  a  grant  in  the  year  1663,  y/ere  proprietors  of  the 
whole  of  this  rich  district.  They  had  established 
three  courts  of  justice  in  the  city,  and  erected  a 
stately  church  of  cut  stone  at  a  great  expense.  The 
Knights  Hospitallers  also  possessed  a  very  handsome 
building.  A  large  solid  rampart  of  heavy  beams, 
with  eleven  separate  redoubts,  protected  the  land- 
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ward  &ce  of  Montreal,  and  two  platform  batteries 
commanded  the  streets  irom  end  to  end. 

Here  was  the  great  dep6t  of  the  north-western 
iiir  trade,  and  here  also  the  best  market  for  the  plen- 
tiful crops  of  the  adjoining  island,  of  the  prairie^ 
and  of  the  Bidielieu  district 

In  the  month  of  June  the  savages  came  hither  in 
canoes  from  places  even  at  500  miles  distance,  to 
Kcchange  their  peltries  for  guns,  ammunition,  dothee^ 
weapons,  and  utensils  of  ir(m  and  brass.  The  meet- 
ing or  &ir  lasted  for  nearly  three  months,  and  during 
that  time  the  town  presented  a  strange  and  sometimes 
fearful  spectacle ;  motley  groups  of  fierce  and  hostile 
Indians  occupied  the  streets,  now  engaged  in  bloody 
strife,  again  sunk  in  brutal  intoxication.  The  French 
used  every  effort  to  prevent  the  s^e  of  ardent 
spirits,  but  in  vain,  alUiough  sentinels  were  posted 
night  and  day  to  fiwhid  the  supply  of  the  maddening 
liquor,  and  to  preserve  something  of  order  in  the 
wild  gathering;  all  precautions  proved  ineffectual, 
and  the  drunkard  frequently  became  also  a  mur- 
derer. At  one  time  the  little  town  of  Chambly 
rivalled  Montreal  in  the  gainful  but  dangennis 
tra£De;  however,  in  1759,  there  only  remained  a 
fort  to  prevent  the  English  firom  enjoying  the 
doubtful  advantt^  of  this  trade.  At  Sorel,  the 
entrance  of  the  Richeheu  River,  an  agricultural 
village  had  also  arisen  rather  beyond  the  ne^hbour- 
ing  settlements  in  ext^it  and  population. 

South-west  of  Montreal  there  was  no  town  of  any 
consideration;  near  where  the  modem  Kingston 
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stands  a  few  poor  hamlets  were  indeed  grouped 
round  Fort  Frontenac,  but  on  the  shores  of  the 
sheltered  Bay  of  Toronto,  where  20,000  British 
sul^ects  now  ply  theu*  prosp»ouB  industry,  myriads 
of  wild  fowl  then  found  undisturbed  refuge  from  the 
stormy  waters  of  the  Lake.  At  Niagara  there  was 
a  small  village  round  the  fort ;  there  were  trading 
posts  at  Detroit,  MlchiUmaddnac,  and  elsewhere; 
but  the  splendid  tract  of  country  lying  between  the 
northern  shores  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  was  almost 
unknown,  save  to  the  wandering  Indian. 

At  this  period  the  first  in  importance,  as  well  as 
population,  among  the  settlements  of  New  France, 
unquestionably  was  Quebec,  l^e  seat  of  govemmfflit 
and  of  the  supreme  tribunals  of  justice.  From  its 
lofty  headland  the  successors  of  the  wise  Cham- 
plain  looked  down  upon  the  subject  stream  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  held  the  great  highway  of  Canada 
as  if  by  a  gate.  No  doubtful  or  hostile  reesel  could 
elude  their  vigilance ;  more  than  one  powerful  fleet 
had  already  recoiled  shamed  and  crippled  tram  before 
.their  anbattled  city.  Here  were  deposited  the  puhhc 
records,  with  most  of  the  arms,  unmunition,  and 
resoiuces  of  the  colony;  here  too  the  principal 
establishments  of  religion,  law,  and  learning  were 
first  founded  and  best  sustained.  The  citizens  and 
neighbouring  peasantry  were  less  lowered  by  Indian 
intercourse  than  their  other  countcymen,  and  among 
them  the  refreshing  immigration  fr^sn  the  Father- 
land produced  its  most  invigorating  effect. 

On  the  summit  of  the  rocky  height  a  number  of 
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large  and  somewhat  imposing  public  buildings, 
grouped  irregularly  together,  with  the  well-built 
private  dwellings  of  the  wealthier  inhabitants, 
fonned  the  upper  town.  The  lofty  spires  of  no  less 
than  nine  large  ecclesiastical  edifices  arose  within 
t^is  comparatively  limited  space. 

There  were  the  bishop's  palace,  the  courts  of 
judicature,  and  the  house  of  the  Knights  Hospital- 
lers, the  latter  built  of  stone,  extensive,  handsome, 
and  adorned  with  two  stately  pavilions.  There, 
also,  ui  a  commanding  situation,  stood  the  Jesuits 
college  and  their  church,  which  was  almost  mag- 
nificent in  the  interior  decorations.  The  governor's 
palace,  however,  erected  in  1639,  was  the  proudest 
ornament  of  the  colonial  capital. 

South-west  of  the  Upper  Town,  on  the  crest  of 
the  headland,  was  the  citadel,  a  large  imperfectly 
quadrangular  fort,  with  flanking  defences  at  each 
comer,  only  protected,  however,  by  a  wall  on  the 
inner  side.  Further  on,  a  large  work  of  great 
design,  but  not  yet  finished,  crowned  the  height  of 
Cape  Diamond : '  from  the  northern  angle  of  thi» 
work,  an  irregular  line  of  bastioned  defences  ran 
across  the  whole  promontory  to  the  River  St.  Charles. 
Some  mde  and  imperfect  field-works,  with  redoubts, 
strengthened  tiie  front  towards  the  Plains  of 
Abraham. 

The  Lower  Town  covered  the  beach  of  the  Great 
River  under  the  clifis  of  the  promontory ;  the  dweU- 
ings,  stores,  and  offices  of  the  merchants,  many  of 

'  See  Appendii,  No.  LXVll. 
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them  handBome  and  solid,  filled  up  this  narrow 
space.  The  only  edifice  of  note,  however,  was  the 
church  of  Nfitre  Dame,  de  Victoire,  built  to  com- 
memorate Fhipps's  defeat  in  1690.  The  defence  of 
this  part  of  the  city  was  a  large  platform-battery  on 
the  most  salient  point  of  the  shore,  placed  scarcely 
abore  the  level  of  the  waters.  The  access  fi"om  the 
Lower  to  the  Upper  Town  was  steep,  narrow,  and 
difficult,  and  protected  by  flanking  loop-holed  walls. 

There  was  also  a  considerable  suburb  called  St. 
Roch's,  on  the  side  of  the  River  St.  Charles,  where 
dwelt  the  chief  part  of  the  labouring  population,  in 
irregular  streets  of  mean  and  temporary  houses.  A 
lai^  portion  of  the  now  valuable  space  was  unoccu- 
pied, and  here  and  there  the  rocky  hill-side  remained 
as  nature  had  made  it.  A  few  of  the  primeval  forest 
trees  still  ornamented  the  gardens  and  terraces  of 
the  city  and  clothed  the  neighbouring  cliflb. 

In  the  wide  plain  lying  by  the  banks  of  the  River 
St  Charles  many  handsome  country-houses  and 
pleasant  seats,  with  well-cultivated  gardens  and  rich 
orchards,  met  the  eye,  and  on  the  slopes  beyond,  the 
trim  villages  of  Charlesburg,  Lorette,  and  Beau- 
port;  the  distant  mountain  range,  with  its  forest 
covering,  formed,  as  now,  the  background  of  the 
broad  and  beautiful  picture. 

From  the  Falls  of  Montmorency '  to  Quebec  a 

*  "  Cette  cascade  a  6t6  Domnt^  lo  Sault  de  Vontmorenci  et  la  poiat« 
porte  le  nom  de  Li5vi.  C'est  que  la  NouTelle  Fraace  a  ea  Buccessiye- 
ment  pour  Vice-Bots  1'  Amiral  de  Hontmoranoi  et  Henri  de  L^i,  le 
Due  d«  Ventadour,  bod  oereu."— CharleToix, 
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continuous  cbun  of  intrenchments  defended  the 
northern  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  A  large  boom 
lay  BCTO^  the  mouth  of  the  Biver  St  Charles,  and 
the  bridge,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  high  up  the 
stream,  was  protected  by  a  "  tite  du  pont."  All 
these  Tarioiu  works  and  fortifications  were,  how- 
ever, rude  and  imperfect ;  the  strength,  as  well  as 
the  beauty,  of  this  magnificent  position,  was  chiefly 
due  to  the  bountiful  hand  of  Natnre. 

The  cultivation  of  the  fertile  Canadian  soil  was 
of  a  very  mde  description ;  but  even  the  feelde  in- 
dustry of  the  "habitant"  was  generally  repaid  by 
rich  and  plentiful  crops.  The  animals  of  the  chase, 
and  the  inexhaustible  supplies  of  fish  in  their  lakes 
and  rivers,  were  resources  that  better  suited  the 
thriftless  and  scanty  population,  than  the  toilsome 
produce  of  the  field.  Tillage  was  n^lected;  they 
cared  not  to  raise  more  grain  than  their  own  im- 
mediate wants  demanded.  The  unparalleled  mo- 
nopolies of  the  colonial  government  deprived  labonr 
of  the  best  stimulant — the  certain  enjoyment  of  its 
fruits.  The  farmer  hardly  cared  to  store  up  his 
superabundant  harvest,  when  his  hangard  was 
exposed  to  the  licensed  plunder  of  cruel  and 
avaricious  officials,  or  served  but  as  a  sign  where 
the  domineering  soldiery  of  Old  France  might  find 
free  quarters.  He  tbat  sowed  the  seed  knew  not 
■who  might  reap  the  crop.  Often  when  the  golden 
fields  were  almost  ripe  for  the  sickle,  the  war- 
summons  sounded  in  the  Canadian  hamlets,  and 
the  whole  male  population  were  hurried  away  to 
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stooa  some  distant  Indian  ondanght,  or  to  inflict  on 
some  British  settlement  a  ruin,  scarcely  more  com- 
plete than  their  own.  In  the  eaxly  wars  with  the 
fierce  Iroquois,  th^  rude  militia  had  ever  answered 
their  leaders'  call  with  ready  zeal,  and  fought  with 
worthy  courage ;  when  the  haughty  savage  was 
subdued  and  humbled,  and  a  new  and  more  dan- 
gerous foe  arose  in  the  hereditary  enemies  of  their 
Fatherland,  the  Canadians  again  took  the  field, 
strong  iu  the  spirit  of  national  hatred.  But  as  year 
after  year  the  vain  strife  continued,  and,  despite 
their  valour  and  even  success,  the  British  power 
hemmed  them  more  closely  in,  their  hearts  sickened 
at  tiie  hopeless  quarrel,  and  they  longed  for  peace 
even  under  a  stranger's  sway.  Their  fields  de- 
solate, their  villages  deserted,  their  ships  driven 
firom  the  seas,  what  cared  they  for  the  pride  of 
France,  when  its  ftuit  to  t^em  was  ruin,  oppression, 
and  contempt!^  What  cared  they  for  the  Bourbon 
lily,  when  known  but  as  the  symbol  of  avarice  and 
wrong! 

The  manufactures  of  tiiis  n^lected,  though 
splendid  colony,  scarcely  merit  even  a  passing 
notice.  Flax  and  hemp  was  worked  only  suf- 
ficiently to   show   how  much    was   lost   in   their 

'  "  Pour  les  natifa  du  pays,  laiaaoiiB  les  a  lenr  r!e  eir&nte  ot 
UborieuM  dftDs  le  bois  avec  les  Muvagea,  &  leurs  exercicea  militaires  ; 
ils  en  MTont  moins  opulents,  miit  pins  roltUBtes,  plus  brttfei,  plus 
Tertneux,  o'est  a  dire,  plus  propre  k  aerrir  I'^t,  et  plus  fidelei  ft  la 
Toaloir." — Lettn  de  M.U  McarqvU  d«  MoiUealm  dM.de  Barrow, 
Montreal,  April  4,  1757. 
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neglect,  and  the  clothing  of  this  simple  peasantry 
"was  chiefly  of  a  coarse  grey  woollen  stuff,  the  pro- 
duce of  their  own  wheels  and  looms.  At  the  forges 
of  St.  Maurice,  near  Three  Rivers,  indeed,  iron- 
works were  carried  on  with  some  skill,  and  profit 
to  the  employed,  if  not  to  the  employers. 

The  commercial  spirit  of  the  French,  such  as  it 
was,  the  fur  trade  almost  wholly  engrossed;  the 
fisheries  were  never  carried  on  with  any  vigour  by 
the  colonists ;  some  adventurers  indeed  from  the 
home  ports  bore  the  produce  of  the  northern  waters, 
with  Canadian  timber  and  provisions,  to  the  tropical 
islands,  but  even  this  limited  trade  was  monopolised 
by  a  privileged  few  through  the  corrupt  connivance 
of  the  authorities.  In  the  official  returns  of  the 
colonial  customs,  there  appears  every  year  an 
enormous  surplus  of  imports  over  exports,  which 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  clandestine  ship- 
ment of  great  quantities  of  furs  and  other  goods,  to 
restore  in  some  measure  the  necessary  balance  of 
exchange.  The  sole  view  of  the  local  officials  was 
rapidly  to  accumulate  wealth  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  or  of  their  Canadian  fellow-sutgects ;  such  of 
their  books  and  accounts  as  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  English  were  so  confused  and  irr^;ular  that  it 
was  difficult  or  impossible  to  discover  the  exact 
nature  of  their  undoubted  dishonesty. 

The  French  East  India  Company  enjoyed  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  exporting  the  valuable  furs  of 
the  beaver ;  they  had  therefore  an  agent,  director, 
and  comptroller^  in  each  separate  gov^nment  of 
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Montreal,  Three  Rivers,  and  Quebec.  A  stated  price 
was  fixed  for  each  skin,  and  on  the  hunter  presenting 
it  at  the  store,  he  received  a  receipt  which  became 
current  in  the  colony  as  money,  and  was  held  to 
the  last  in  higher  estimation  than  the  notes  of  the 
Royal  Treasury.  It  has  already  been  stated  that 
bills  of  exchange  to  an  immense  amount  on  the 
government  of  France,  were  sAoaX  in  the  colony  at 
a  considerable  depreciation;  in  the  emergency  of 
the  year  1769,  they  ceased  to  be  negotiable  at  any 
price. 

Although  the  Canadian  population  was  at  this 
time  poor,  rude,  and  dispersed,  it  presented  in  some 
respects  features  usually  characteristic  of  older  and 
more  prosperous  communities.  The  emigration  from 
whence  it  munly  sprung  contained  within  Itself  the 
embryo  forms  of  organisation;  nobility,  clergy, 
merchants,  and  peasants,  were  sent  out  from  the 
fatherland,  and  commissioned  especially  for  their 
several  offices.  No  voluntary  influx  of  ambitious^ 
truculent,  but  energetic  men  swelled  the  population 
or  disturbed  the  &tal  repose  of  the  young  nation ; 
no  free  development  was  permitted  to  its  in&nt 
form,  but  clothed  in  the  elaborate  garments  of 
maturer  years,  the  limbs  were  cramped,  and  the 
goodly  proportions  of  nature  dwarfed  into  a  feeble 
frame.  No  safety-valve  offered  itself  to  the  quiclc 
spirit  of  the  young  Canadian;  military  rank  was 
limited  to  the  favourites  of  the  powers  at  home ; 
mercantile  success  was  debarred  by  vile  and  stupid 
monopolies ;  territorial  possessions  were  umUtainable 
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but  by  interest  or  wealth ;  here  the  proud  man,  for 
a  time,  chafed  and  murmured,  and  at  length  strode 
away  to  the  Far  West,  and  sought  the  irreustible 
attractions  of  free  and  savage  life. 

No  colony  waa  ever  governed  by  a  Buccession  of  more 
able  and  excellent  men  than  that  of  New  France, 
perhaps  none  (except  Algiers)  has  been  apparently 
so  much  indebted  to  the  mother  country  in  tender 
infancy ;  none  ever  exhibited  more  thorough  &ilure. 
A  fertile  soil,  invigorating  climate,  and  unsurpassed 
get^^raphical  advantages  also  offered  themselves  to 
the  men  of  France ;  royal  liberality  and  power  lent 
them  every  aid ;  but  clogged  by  the  ruinous  con- 
ditions of  their  ecclesiastic  and  feudal  organisation, 
healthy  action  was  impeded,  and  the  seed,  thus  freely 
sown  and  carefully  tended,  grew  up  into  a  weak  and 
sickly  exotic.  Experience  has  amply  proved,  as 
wisdom  might  have  suggested,  that  in  colonies,  cer- 
tainly, "  the  best  government  is  that  which  governs 
least"  When  bold  and  vigoroaa  men  struggle  forth 
from  among  the  crowded  thousands  of  the  old  com- 
munities, let  them  start  in  a  fan*  race  in  the  land 
of  their  adoption ;  the  difficulties  are  great,  let  high 
hope  cheer  them ;  nature  there  only  opens  her 
rich  stores  and  bestows  her  treasures  to  brave  and 
patient  industry;  the  uncertain  seasons,  the  Indian, 
and  the  wolf,  are  check  and  tax  sufiQcient.  The 
fatal  error  of  despotic  restraint  cost  France  Canada 
by  conquest,  and  cost  us  the  noblest  land  God  ever 
gave  to  man,  by  the  deeper  disgrace  of  a  deserved 
and  violent  divorce. 


itizecoy  Google 


THE  OONQireST  OP  CANADA.  195 

The  Canadian  nobility,  or  rather  gentry,  were 
descended  from  the  civil  and  military  officers  who 
from  time  to  time  settled  in  the  country ;  through 
their  own  influoice  or  that  of  their  ancestors,  this 
privileged  class  was  altogether  supported  by  ro3ral 
patronage.  Some  enjoyed  grants  of  extensive  Seig- 
neuries;*  others  were  speedily  enriched  by  an 
appointment  to  the  command  of  a  distant  post, 
where  ample  opportunities  of  dishonest  aggrandise- 
ment were  afforded  and  improved.  Even  the  largest 
and  least  fortunate  class  were  provided  for  by  the 
less  profitable  favour  of  commissions  in  the  colonial 
corps. 

These  favourites  of  power  were  generally  vain 
and  indolent  men ;  they  disdained  trade  and  agri- 
cnltnre  alike  as  beneath  their  high-bom  dignity; 
but  they  did  not  scruple  to  grasp  at  every  con- 
venient opportunity  of  easy  profit,  whether  lawful 
or  contraband ;  and  they  exacted,  frequently  with 
unequal  justice,  a  large  portion  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  from  their  peasant  vaasids.  The  feeble  com- 
plaints of  poverty  gainst  oppression  were  seldom 
loud  enough  to  awake  the  attention  of  judges  who 

*  The  better  part  of  the  reginient  de  Carignan  Salieres  had 
remained  in  Canada,  and  at  the  eod  of  the  war  against  the  Iroquoia, 
tbej  became  babitans,  having  obtained  their  digmigaaE  on  tbis  con- 
dtUoD.  Many  of  their  officers  had  obtained  lands  trith  all  the  rights 
of  teignenrfl  :  thej  established  themsehes  in  the  eountrj,  married 
there,  and  their  posterity  are  atiU  there.  The  greatest  part  won 
gentlemen,  and  thus  Canada  has  more  of  the  "  ancienne  noblesse  " 
than  any  of  the  other  colonies,  perhaps  than  all  the  others  together. 
— Charievoiz. 
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were  themselves  often  as  guilty  as  the  accused. 
From  the  especial  ikvour  enjoyed  by  the  Canadian 
gentry  imder  the  rule  of  France,  they  were  staundi 
to  the  last  to  her,  and  to  their  own  interests,  and,  as 
far  as  they  went,  were  the  most  effective  garrison 
in  the  colony :  to  them  the  prospect  of  British  con- 
quest was  hateful  and  ruinous ;  with  it  must  end 
their  reign  of  corruption  and  monopoly. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  of  Canada,  the 
feudal  system  existed  in  the  mother  country  in  all  its 
Gothic  rigour,  and  thus  it  was  naturally  estabUshed 
in  spirit  and  in  letter  as  the  basis  of  the  new  society. 
Every  territorial  possession  in  New  France  was 
originally  held  by  grants  under  the  strictest  form  of 
these  iron  laws ;  but  as  the  country  became  more 
populous,  and  of  increasing  importance,  a  variety  of 
modifications  was  gradually  introduced,  tending  to 
curb  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  seigneurs,  and  pro- 
portionally to  elevate  the  condition  of  their  vassals. 
By  degrees  many  of  the  more  obnoxious  features  of 
feudalism  were  effaced,  and  the  nature  of  the  tenure 
became  to  a  certain  extent  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  colony.  The  independent 
holdings  by  "  free  and  common  soccage "  were  not, 
however,  effectually  introduced  till  thirty  years  after 
the  conquest 

The  favoured  classes  of  the  Canadians  were  de- 
voted to  social  amusements;  excursions  by  day, 
parties  for  gaming,  and  the  dance,  at  night,  occupied 
their  summer;  and  in  winter,  sleighing,  skating, 
snow-shoeing,   and  evening  reunion,  turned  that 
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dreary  time  into  a  eeason  of  eDJoyment.  Lively, 
free,  and  gracefiil  in  manners,  their  ranity  and  want 
of  education  were  little  noticeable  in  the  intercourse 
of  daily  life.°  They  were  inclined  to  ostentation  and 
extrsTagance ; '  the  means,  often  nnscmpulously  pro- 
cured, were  squandered  with  careless  profusion,  and 
they  generally  endeavoured  to  keep  up  an  appear- 
ance of  wealth  beyond  that  which  they  really 
possessed.  Henri  de  Pont  Brian,  Bishop  of  Quebec, 
in  his  remarkable  address  to  the  Canadian  people 
immediately  before  the  conquest,  draws  a  dark 
picture  of  the  religious  and  moral  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  at  that  time,  and  attributes  the  threat- 
ened danger  to  the  "  especial  wrath  of  Heaven  for 
the  absence  of  pious  zeal — ^for  tttepro&ne  diversions 
— the  insuflferable  excesses  of  games  of  chance — the 

*  "  Lea  CanadieiiB,  c'eet  k  dire,  lea  Cr^les  dn  Canada,  respirent 
en  naisBant  un  air  de  liberte  qui  lea  rend  fort  agr^bles  daos  le  com- 
merce de  la  vie,  et  nnlle  port  ailleura  on  ne  parle  plus  purement 
notre  langue.  On  ne  remarque  mdme  ici  aucno  accent." — Charlevoix, 
tom.  T.,p.  117. 

"  I  confesB  I  have  a  strong  sympathy  for  the  French  Canadians  ; 
thej  are  '  si  bons  enfuu.'  I  remember,  canvassing  at  Boston  with 
an  American  gentleman,  the  expression  used  with  regard  to  French 
Canada  by  a  late  Bngliah  traveller,  '  that  it  was  a  province  of  Old 
France,  without  its  hrilliancj  or  its  vices.'  Mj  friend's  remail  was, 
*  What  remains  after  so  large  a  subtraction  !  '  But  I  thought,  and 
still  thmk,  the  exjo^Bsion  graphic  and  Just." — Qodley's  Letters  Jrom 
America,  vol.  i.,  p.  89. 

*  "  The  Frenchmen  who  considered  things  in  their  true  light 
compluned  very  much  that  a  great  part  of  the  ladies  in  Canada  had 
got  into  the  pernicious  custom  of  taking  too  much  care  of  their  dress, 
and  squandering  all  their  fortunes,  and  more,  upon  it,  instead  of 
sparing  something  for  future  times." — Professor  Kalm,  1747. 
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contempt  of  reli^ous  ordinances — open  robberies — 
heinous  acts  of  injustice — shameful  rapines.  The 
contagion  is  nearly  universal."  Making  every  allow- 
ance for  the  worthy  ecclesiastic's  probable  exag- 
geration of  the  causes  which  excited  his  indignation, 
the  evidence  of  their  own  spiritual  pastor  must  bear 
heavily  against  the  reputation  of  the  French  colonists. 
The  clergy  were  usually  classed  in  the  second  rank 
of  Canadian  precedence ;  in  actual  importan(M,  how- 
ever,  they  had  no  superior.  Those  holding  the  higher 
ofBces  of  the  church  were  chiefly  or  exclusively  of 
French  origin,  and  some  among  them  were  men  of 
high  talents  and  attainments;  the  parochial  ministera 
and  curates  were  generally  colonists,  sprung  ftom 
the  humble  orders  of  society,  locally  educated,  and 
limited  in  their  ideas.  Nevertheless  their  influence 
over  the  still  simpler  parishioners  was  very  great. 
These  inferior  clergy  were  placed  under  the  absolute 
control  of  their  bishops,  by  them  promoted,  re- 
moved, or  dispossessed  at  pleasure ;  a  certain  degree 
of  jealousy,  therefore,  not  unnaturally  mingled  itself 
with  the  curate's  reverend  awe  of  his  alien  prelate 
whose  lessons  of  humility  were  often  less  strongly 
inculcated  by  example  than  by  precept.  Although 
many  of  the  country  pneate  exerted  themselves 
zealously  against  the  English,  under  the  impression 
that  a  heretic  conquest  would  be  the  ruin  of  their 
church,  they  were  not  altogether  contented  with  the 
intimacy  of  the  connexion  that  bound  them  to 
France.  The  idea  had  arisen,  increased,  and  ripened 
among  them,  that  from  their  own  body  a  discriml- 
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nating  government  could  hare  selected  wise  and 
holy  men  upon  whose  heads  the  apostolic  mitre 
might  have  been  judiciously  placed.  The  arrival  of 
a  new  bishop  or  other  ecclesiastical  dignitary  ftxim 
France  was  no  more  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  the 
reverend  Others  of  Canada  than  that  of  a  Parisian 
collector  or  intendant  to  the  provincial  merchant 
and  farmer.  In  the  year  1759,  however,  the  Bishop 
of  Quebec,  the  Abh^  de  la  Come,  was  of  Canadian 
origin  ;  notwithstanding  which  he  was  at  that  critical 
time  in  France.  When  the  Bishopric  of  Quebec  was 
erected  by  Louis  XIV.  in  1664,  he  endowed  the  new 
see  with  the  revennes  of  the  two  abbacies,  Benevent 
and  rEetrie ;  subsequently  these  were  resigned  to  a 
general  fund  for  the  increase  of  small  livings,  &ora 
which  a  yearly  income  of  8000  livres  was  allowed 
instead  for  the  colonial  bishopric.  The  chapter  was 
also  enriched  by  a  royal  pension  and  an  abbey  in 
France,  together  valued  at  12,000  livres  annually. 

Besides  some  liberal  allowances  from  the  French 
crown,  the  H6tel  de  Ville,  and  other  external 
sources,  no  less  than  one-fourth  of  all  the  granted 
lands  was  bestowed  upon  the  church  establishment, 
and  the  several  religious,  educational,  and  charitable 
institutions  of  the  colony,  and  a  tithe  of  a  twenty- 
sixth  part  of  all  the  produce  of  the  fields  was  also 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  parochial  clergy. 

First  in  establishment,  and  beyond  all  compare 
foremost  in  importance,  among  the  rehgious  orders 
in  the  colony,  was  that  of  the  Jesuits;  to  their 
particular  care   were  intrusted  the  education  oi 
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youth  and  the  Indian  missions.  Kere,  as  in  all 
other  countries  where  that  mysterious  and  once 
terrible  brotherhood  had  taken  root,  the  traces  of 
their  vampire  energy  were  plainly  and  painfully 
visible.  We  cannot,  however,  but  r^ard  with 
admiration  the  courage  and  unquenchable  zeal  of 
these  extraordinary  men  ;  their  union  of  strange  and 
contradictory  qualities  astounds  us — the  strong  will 
of  the  tyrant,  the  enterprise  of  the  freeman,  and  the 
discipline  of  the  slave.  With  variety  and  versatility 
of  power,  but  singleness  of  purpose,  they  pursued 
their  appointed  course — whether  warping  the  miuds 
of  their  civiUsed  pupils  in  the  chill  tranquillity  of 
the  cloister,  or  denouncing  idols  among  the  fiercest 
of  the  heathen,  ever  devoted  and  unwearied. 

The  mission  of  the  Jesuit  priests  was  to  bring  the 
savage,  on  any  terms,  within  the  pale  of  the  visible 
Church ;  not  to  advance  him  in  civilisation,  but  to 
tame  him  to  the  utmost  possible  docility.  They 
overleaped  the  tedious  difficulties  of  conversion,  and 
proselyted  whole  tribes  in  a  single  day.  At  times 
they  even  adapted  the  forms  of  Catholicism  to  the 
ferocious  customs  of  the  Indians :  on  one  occasion, 
when  the  Christian  Hurons  were  abont  to  torture 
and  slay  some  heathen  Iroquois  taken  in  battle,  the 
misaonary,  by  bribes  and  prayers,  gained  pernumon 
to  baptise  the  victims,  but  made  no  intercession  to 
save  them  from  an  agonising  death :  while  under 
the  torments  of  the  fire  and  the  knife  they  recited 
their  new  creed  instead  of  chanting  the  last  war- 
eong.    The  Jesuit  historian  of  this  dreadful  scene 
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calls  on  his  readers  to  rejoice  in  the  providential 
mercy  that  brought  the  captured  Iroquois  within 
the  blessed  fold  of  the  Church.  In  the  triumph  of 
christianising  the  Heathen,  he  despised  the  task  of 
humanising  the  Christian. 

Even  the  wise  and  benevolent  Charlevoix  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  that  Christianity  is  "  the  religion 
of  civilised  man,"  and  that  its  doctrine  and  practice 
are  utterly  incompatible  with  the  habits  of  savage 
life.  He,  in  common  with  his  Jesuit  brethren,  ever 
exhibited  a  jealous  hesitation  and  dislike  to  the 
enlightenment  of  the  Indian  by  secular  instruction, 
or  to  the  improvement  of  their  physical  condition; 
any  effort  made  by  others  with  this  object  caused 
them  deep  uneasiness.  When,  in  1667,  M.  de  Talon 
the  intendant,  urged  by  the  &r-sighted  Colbert, 
endeavoured  to  introduce  the  language  and  civili- 
sation of  Europe  among  the  savages,  he  was  defeated 
by  the  determined  opposition  of  the  missionaries,  who 
alone  at  that  time  exercised  influence  over  the  red 
children  of  the  forest.  Nearly  twenty  years  afterwards 
the  same  policy  was  pressed  upon  M.  de  DenonviU^ 
and  by  him  attempted ;  but  as  Charlevoix  compla- 
cently says,  when  the  French  were  brought  into 
contact  with  the  Indians  for  this  purpose,  "the  French 
became  savages  instead  of  the  savages  becoming 
French."  This  readiness  in  adapting  themselves  to  the 
habits  of  the  natives,  which,  for  a  time,  gained  them 
great  power  and  popularity,^  was  ultimately  fatal  to 

^  *'  Of  b11  the  Europeans,  my  couEUjmen  ore  moet  beloved  by  the 
Indiuis.     This  is  owing  to  tbe  gaiety  of  the  French,  to  their  brilliant 
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their  success  as  colonists.  The  ADglo- Americans,  on 
the  other  hand,  despising  their  Indian  neighboure, 
and  in  return  bated  and  feared  by  them,  were 
seldom  or  never  infected  by  the  contagion  of  savage 
indolence. 

M.  de  Frontenac  writes,  in  the  year  1691,  that 
"  tiie  experience  of  twelve  years'  residence  in  Canada 
has  convinced  me  that  the  Jesuit  missions  ought 
not  to  be  separated  as  they  are  from  the  settlements 
of  the  Frendi,  but  that  fr^e  intercourse  should  be 
encouraged  between  the  Indians  and  Europeans; 
thus  they  might  become  'frandse,'  at  the  same  time 
that  they  are  christi^iised,  otherwise  more  hann 
than  good  will  accrue  to  the  king's  service." 

But  on  this  question  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Indiana,  the  civil  and  the  military  authorities  of  the 
colony  were  at  perpetual  issue  with  the  formidable 
brotherhood ;  the  Canadian  people  generally  con- 
curred with  th^  temporal  rulers  on  this  point, 
hence  it  resulted  that  in  lat^  years  the  Jesuits 
were  little  loved  or  esteemed  in  the  colony. 

More  than  a  century  after  the  missionaries  first 
penetrated  the  Indian's  country,  their  writers 
describe  his  condition  as  disgusting  and  degraded 
rather  with  contentment  than  with  regret.  From 
their  observations  we  may  learn  the  views  of  the 
Jesuit^  and  in  a  measure  see  the  result  of  tl^r 

Tolonr,  to  their  fondneBS  for  the  chase,  &Dd  indeed  for  the  B&vage 
life,  KB  if  the  highest  degree  of  cirilisation  approiimftted  to  the  state 
of  nature." — Chateaubriand's  TraoeU  in  America,  ko.,  toI.  i., 
p.  173. 
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practice.  "  It  must  nevertheleas  be  confessed  that 
things  have  somewhat  changed  on  this  point  (native 
civilisation)  since  onr  arriTal  in  this  country ;  some 
of  the  Indians  akeady  begin  to  provide  for  future 
wants,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  chase,  but  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  this  may  go  too  &r,  and  by 
creating  superfluous  wants,  render  them  more 
unhappy  than  they  now  are  in  their  greatest 
poverty.  The  miseionaries,  however,  cannot  be 
blamed  for  causing  this  danger;  they  well  know 
tliat  it  is  morally  imposrable  to  keep  the  'juste 
milieu,'  and  provide  the  proper  restraint ;  they  have 
rather  desired  to  share  with  the  Indian  the  hard- 
ships of  his  lot  than  to  open  Ms  eyes  to  the 
dangerous  means  of  its  amelioration." 

When  at  one  time  the  christianised  Iroquois  had 
remained  at  peace  for  the  unusual  period  of  six 
months,  they  almost  forgot  the  neighbourhood  of 
deadly  and  implacable  enemies;  the  missionaries 
could  not  prevail  upon  their  careless  disciples  to 
take  the  necessary  precautions  for  defence;  they 
therefore  redoubled  tiieir  endeavours  to  sanctify, 
and  prepare  for  the  worst  fate,  those  whom  they 
could  not  preserve  from  it:  in  this  respect  the 
Indian  proved  perfectly  docile,  and  became  readily 
imbued  with  the  sentiments  suitable  to  his  perilous 
position :  he  was  in  consequence  soon  reduced  to  a 
degree  of  indolence  and  indifference  which  has 
perhaps  no  parallel  in  history.  Enthusiasts  in  the 
cause,  the  Jesuits,  Charlevoix  says,  r^arded  "  every 
sunple  Indian    who   perished,    as  an    additional 
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intercesBor  above  for  them  and  their  labour  of 
charity." 

Almost  the  only  civilisation,  and  permanent 
religious  fmth  and  practice,  was  established  among 
the  Indians  by  the  labours  of  Protestant  mission- 
aries. They,  irom  the  beginning,  sought  to  cherish 
habits  of  industry  and  forethought,  and  to  give 
their  converts  a  taste  for  the  comforts  of  life ;  in 
every  instance  of  successAil  effort  in  the  cause  of 
civilisation,  from  the  earliest  time  to  the  pr^ent 
day,  the  native  population  has  increased  in  numbers, 
and  become  gradually  exempt  from  that  mysterious 
curse  of  decay,  which  seems  to  cling  to  all  tiie  rest 
of  their  savage  brethren.^ 

The  descendants  of  the  now  neglected  Jesuit  con- 

*  "  Ur.  N.  (a  miMionory  among  tlie  Mohawk  IndiaDB*  in  Canada) 
has  been  for  a  long  time  among  the  Indians,  and  knowB  them  well : 
he  has  a  better  opinion  of  them,  and  of  their  capacity  for  acquiring 
domestic  and  industrious  habits,  than  most  white  men  to  whom  I  have 

■poken Mr.  N.  is  hj  no  means  without  hopes  that,  in 

a  generation  or  two,  these  Indians  maj  become  quite  dviUsed  :  thej 
are  giring  up  their  wandering  habits,  and  settling  npidlj  upon  fanns 
thnraghout  their  territoiy ;  and  in  consequence  probably  of  this 
change  in  their  mode  of  life,  the  decrease  in  tiieai  aombers,  which 
threatened  a  total  extinction  of  the  tribe,  has  ceased  of  late  jears ; 
if  it  turns  out  as  he  expects,  this  will  form  an  exception  to  the  general 
law  which  affects  their  people." — Godlej's  Letters  from  America, 
Tol.L,p.l63. 

See  Appendix,  No.  LXX. 


*  Thne  Inditai  logt  their  powMnoDi  in  tlu  SUM  hj  uUiering  u  Gnat  Britain 
In  the  RsTolntionuy  vtr,  ud  received  in  campenntioii  %  Httlament  in  Cwuda  of 
160,000  acm.  BiDce  that  ttme  ihe;  hare  deereued  eoniidenbl;,  ud  now  eoniiit  of 
not  man  than  3200  wnlt. 
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Terte  are  in  no  wise  distlDguishable  from  other 
saragea  By  the  labours  of  the  brotherhood  no 
penoanent  uupression  was  stamped  upon  the 
Indians;  they  yielded  themselves  up  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  guidance  of  their  missionary,  who,  in 
return,  taught  them  the  outward  form  and  ceremony 
of  his  fkith,  but  nothing  more.  He  was  the  mind 
and  the  soul  of  the  community ;  he  alone  exercised 
forethought,  guarded  against  danger,  and  measured 
out  eigoymeat ;  to  a  certain  extent  he  improved  the 
temporary  circamstances  of  his  disciples,  but  he 
robbed  them  of  their  native  energy,  and  crushed  all 
fireedom  of  thought  and  of  individual  action :  he  being 
removed,  the  body  remained  deprived  of  aU  direct- 
ing intellect:  the  condition  of  the  christianised 
but  uttinstnicted  savage  soon  became  almost  the 
lowest  of  human  existence,  till  weakness,  hardship, 
and  &mine  swept  him  away  from  the  scene  of 
earthly  suffering. 

A  very  able  writer  on  colonisation  ascribes  the 
rapid  decay  in  numbers  of  all  Jesuit  congregations, 
whether  in  the  snows  of  Canada,  or  the  burning 
sunshine  of  Paraguay,  to  the  unnatur^  restraint  in 
which  they  live.  No  vigilant  superintendance, 
moral  instruction,  and  physical  well-being  can  com- 
pensate fw  the  loss  of  freedom  of  action  and  the 
habit  of  self-guidance.  The  necessity  of  taking 
thought  for  himself,  and  living  by  the  sweat  of  his 
brow,  seems  indispensable  to  the  healthy  action  of 
man's  nature.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  many  of 
these  communities  have  held  together  for  generations 
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free  from  the  corroding  cares  and  cormpting  vices 
of  civUisation ;  amply  supplied  (superstition  apart) 
with  religious  instruction,  and  free  frx>m  a*ime  and 
punishment ;  and  many  may  be  tempted  &yourabIy 
to  contrast  the  feeble  innocence  of  this  theocracy 
with  the  turbulent  passions  and  vicea  which  deform 
more  advanced  societies,  and  to  forget  that  the  man 
whose  mind  is  thus  enslaved  is  sunk  below  the 
level  of  his  kind ;  his  contentment  and  simplicity 
are  apathy  and  ignorance,  and  his  obedience  is 
degradation. 

Although  the  evident  aim  of  the  brotherhood  is  to 
paralyse  intellectual  life  in  others,  nothing  is  left 
undone  to  give  vitality  to  their  own.  The  Jesuit 
regards  his  society  as  the  soul  or  dtadel  of  Catholic 
theocracy,  and  sacrifices  to  It  eveiy  social  tie,  his 
free  will,  and  his  life:  fired  with  its  gigantic  am- 
bition and  its  pride,  they  become  his  faith  and 
morals ;  his  constant  idea  is  the  hope  of  his  Order's 
universal  sway ;  in  darkness  and  secresy,  with 
patience  and  invincible  perseverance,  he  works  on 
at  the  labour  of  centuries,  devoted  to  the  one  great 
purpose,  the  fulfilment  of  which  his  dilating  eye  sees 
through  the  vista  of  unborn  generations.  Yet  this 
wonderful  organisation  holds  the  eternal  passion  of 
its  deep  heart  rivetted  upon  an  object  ever  un- 
attainable. For  the  Jesuit  seeks  not  to  rear  the 
supremacy  of  his  church  upon  the  firm  foundations 
of  virtue,  truth,  and  reason ;  his  earnest  toil  is 
wasted  on  the  shifting  quicksands  of  ignorance  and 
superstition;  the   loftier   the   building,  the  mwe 
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complete  aad  extensire  must  be  the  ruin.  Never- 
theless through  &ilure  aad  success  alike,  his  faith's 
sombre  fire  burns  uuceasingly  upoa  the  inward  altar 
of  his  BouL 

!nie  merchants  of  Canada  were  chiefly  of  French, 
the  retail  dealers  of  natire,  birth.  From  the  nature 
of  the  colonial  system,  trade  conferred  neither 
wealth  nor  respect,  except  to  the  favoured  few  en- 
joying monopolies.  Everyone  in  business  was 
deeply  involved  by  the  depreciated  bills  of  exchange 
upon  the  home  government,  and  their  only  hope  of 
ultimate  payment  rested  upon  the  maintenance  of 
the  connexion  with  the  parent  state.  The  trading 
classes  may,  therefore,  be  counted  as  generally 
hostile  to  the  British  power,  but  their  importance 
was  veiy  small ;  like  all  the  French  race,  they 
were  more  inclined  to  small  trading  transactions 
than  those  on  a  larger  scale,  and  preferred  enter- 
prise to  industry.  It  has  been  seen  that  one  of  the 
leading  objects  in  the  establishment  of  the  colony 
was  the  trade  in  fiir.  especially  that  of  the  beaver, 
but  the  very  abundance  of  this  commodity  ulti- 
mately proved  of  great  detriment:  the  long  and 
frequent  journeys  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it 
gave  the  Canadians  idle  and  wandering  habits, 
which  they  could  not  shake  off  even  when  the  low 
value  of  the  now  over-plentiful  fiir  rendered  their 
enterprises  almost  unprofitable. 

The  Canadian  peasantry,  or  "habitans,"  were 
generally  a  healthy,  simple,  and  virtuous  race,  but 
they  were   also  extremely  ignorant;   indeed  the 
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jealousy  of  their  rulers  would  never  suffer  a 
printing-press  to  be  a*ected  in  the  country;  few 
could  read  or  write,  and  they  were  remarkably 
credulous  of  even  the  grossest  fabrications  which 
emanated  from  their  superiors.  Chiefly  of  Norman 
origin,  they  inherit  many  ancestral  characteristics : 
lit^ouB,  yet  impetuous  and  thoughtless ;  brave  and 
adventurous,  but  with  little  constancy  of  purpose. 
The  resemblance  of  the  interior  of  a  peasant's 
dwelling  in  Normandy,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  was  remarkable  to  a  practised  eye : 
with  the  exception  of  the  flooring, — which  in  Canada 
is  always  of  wood,  and  in  France  of  stone, — every- 
thing is  nearly  the  same;  the  chimney  always  in 
the  centre  of  the  building,  and  the  partitions 
shatting  off  the  sleeping  apartments,  at  each  end 
of  the  large  room  where  the  inhabitants  dwell  by 
day. 

The  French  minister,  Colbert,^  in  his  instructions 
to  M.  de  TaJon  and  the  Sieur  de  CourceUes,  dwelt 
much  on  the  dangerous  practice  of  the  early 
Canadian  colonists  building  their  residences  with- 
out rule  or  order,  wherever  convenience  suited, 
and  neglecting  the  important  point  of  settling  near 

*  "  The  great  Colbert  introduced  order  into  the  Freoch  finances 
ID  the  reign  of  Louie  XIV. ;  he  encouraged  the  arts,  promoted  manu- 
factures with  eitraordinuy  success,  (only  arrested  by  the  rerocadon 
of  the  edict  of  Nantes,)  and  maj  be  said  to  hare  created  the  French 
navj.  '  Je  tous  dois  tout,  sire,'  siud  the  dying  Mazarin  to  Louis 
XIV.,  '  maie  je  crois  m'  acquitter  en  quelque  sorte  avec  votra 
Uajest^  en  todb  doDiituit  Colbert.' " — Stographie  UtuveneUe,  art. 
Colbert. 
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tc^;ether  for  mutual  assistance  and  defence.  This 
system  being,  obviouslj,  a  serious  obstacle  to  snc- 
cessfiil  colonisation,  an  edict  was  issued  by  the 
king,  that  henceforth  there  should  be  no  clearing 
of  lands  except  in  close  neighbourhood,  and  that 
the  dwellings  ^ould  aU  be  built  according  to  rule : 
this  ordinance  proved  useless,  as  it  would  hare  been 
necessary  for  the  habitans  to  commence  the  toil- 
some task  of  new  clearings  and  to  abandon  the 
lands  where  their  fathers  had  dwelt.  In  1685, 
howev^,  the  French  goTemment  again  renewed 
the  attempt  to  alter  this  pernicious  system,  but 
CharleToix  says  that  "  every  one  agreed  that  their 
neighbour  was  in  danger,  but  no  one  could  be  got  to 
fear  for  himself  in  particular."  Even  those  who  had 
been  the  victims  of  this  imprudence  were  not 
rendered  wiser  by  experience ;'  any  losses  that  could 
be  repaired,  were  repaired  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
those  that  were  irreparable  were  speedily  forgotten. 
The  sight  of  a  Uttle  present  advantage  blinded  all 
the  habitans  to  the  fttture.    This  is  the  true  savage 

'  "  Unlike  dieir  Anglo- American  nei^bonn  ....  uid 
now  diej  founded  bcIiooIb  and  courta  of  justice  (in  Virgima),  and  Qm 
plantation  wae  extended  140  miles  up  the  river  on  both  sides.  But  now, 
when  the  Eng^sh  were  leoare,  and  thought  of  nothing  hut  peace,  the 
■aTagea  came  nddenl;  upon  them,  and  slew  of  tliem  347  mat, 

women,  and  children This  maaaacre  happened  b; 

reason  the;  had  built  their  plantations  remote  &om  one  another  in 
above  thir^  several  places,  which  made  them  now,  upon  cotuultation, 
to  reduce  them  all  to  five  or  nx  places,  whereby  thejr  maj  better 
aasiat  each  other,  rinoe  irtiioh  time  thej  have  always  lived  in  good 
secorit;."— Baker's  Ohronicle,  p.  447.  1674. 


itizecoy  Google 


210  THB  CONQUnr  Of  CANADA. 

instinct,  and  it  appears  to  be  inspired  by  the  air  of 
the  countty.  In  the  present  day  an  evil  of  exactly 
opposite  description  exists;  as  population  becune 
denser,  the  settlements  became  continuous,  and  the 
holdings  smaller.  The  habitans,  who  are  social 
to  a  vice,  cannot  be  induced  to  separate  and  clear 
new  lands  on  a  fii^sher  but  remoter  soiL 

In  1689  the  King  of  France  was  ui:gently  in- 
treated  by  Comte  de  Frontenac  to  make  a  great 
efibrt  against  the  English  at  New  York.  His  answer 
was  that  he  could  spare  no  forces  from  Eun^  for 
America,  and  that  the  Canadians,  by  settlii^  in 
closer  neighbom-hood,  would  be  fully  capable  of 
defending  themselves.  Thus,  while  the  king  could 
not  understand  the  difficulty  of  the  habitans 
giviixg  up  then-  old  and  cherished  homes  to  seek 
others  closer  together,  on  the  other  hand  they  could 
not  be  convinced  of  his  inability  to  send  suppliea 
And  indeed  the  system-  advocated  by  the  Grown 
woidd  have  been  more  costly  in  property  than  the 
most  vigorous  aggressive  campaign  conld  have 
proved. 

Before  the  continuous  wars  with  the  English 
colonies,  and  internal  corruption,  had  exhausted  the 
sap  of  Canada,  no  people  in  the  world  eiyoyed  a 
luq)pier  lot  thui  the  simple  habitans;  they  were 
blessed  in  a  healthy  climate,  in  the  absence  of  all 
^idemic  diseases,  in  a  fertile  soil  and  an  unlimited 
domain.  These  advanta|;es  m^ht  at  least  have 
retained  in  the  colony  those  to  whom  it  gave  birth, 
and  who  could  not  be  ignorant  of  its  advantages ; 
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but  loTe  of  change,  hatred  of  Bteady  labour,  and 
impatience  of  restraint,  hare  always  urged  many  of 
the  young  and  energetic,  the  life-blood  of  the  popu- 
lation, to  seek  the  irresistible  allurements  of  the 
distant  prairie,  and  of  the  forest 

Ilie  Canadians  were  accused  of  an  excessive 
greed  of  gain  even  by  their  greatest  panegyrists; 
no  enterprise  was  too  difficult  or  dangerous  that 
ofTo^  a  rich  reward.  They  were,  howerer,  far 
from  miseriy,  and  often  dissipated  their  hardly  won 
treasures  without  restraint  or  consideration.  Like  all 
people  in  isolated  commtmities,  they  had  a  high 
opinion  of  their  own  merits ;  this  was  not  without 
some  adyantages,  as  it  strengthened  self-reliance 
and  gave  spirit  to  overcome  difdculties.  The  form 
and  stature  of  the  Canadian  ranked  high  in  the 
scale  of  mankind,  but  hie  vitality,  though  great,  was 
not  lafitiog ;  at  a  comparatively  early  age  his  frame 
exhibited  symptoms  of  decline,  and  the  snows  of 
time  descended  upon  his  head. 

Father  Qiarlevoix  simply  remarks  upon  the 
intellectual  powers  of  the  Canadians,  that  "  they  are 
supposed  to  be  incapable  of  any  great  scientific 
acquirements,  or  of  patient  study  and  application : 
I  cannot,  however,  answer  for  the  justice  of  this 
remark,  for  we  have  never  yet  seen  any  one 
attempting  to  follow  such  pursuits."  He  gives  them 
credit,  however,  for  a  rare  taste  for  mechanics,  and 
states  that  they  frequentiy  arrive  at  great  per- 
fection in  trades  to  which  they  have  never  been 
apprenticed. 
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To  reduce  this  volatile  people  to  the  rnles  of 
militaiy  discipline  wsb  always  found  extremely 
difficult,  but,  in  many  respects,  their  own  peculiar 
manner  of  waging  war,  at  least  against  the  Indians, 
was  far  more  efficient  in  the  wild  scenes  of  savage 
contest :  they  were  more  to  be  depended  upon  for  a 
sudden  effort,  than  for  the  continuous  operations 
of  a  campaign,  and  in  a  time  of  excitement  and 
under  a  commander  whom  they  could  trust,  they 
have  shown  themselves  capable  of  deeds  of  real 
darii^.  They  were  not  commendable  for  filial 
affection,  but  elicited  the  warmest  eulogiums  from 
the  reverend  fother  (Charlevoix)  on  their  piety 
and  zeal.  The  sum  of  their  virtues  and  vices 
denoted  the  promise  more  of  a  good  than  of  a  great 
people. 

The  Provincial  revenue,  produced  by  custom  dues 
on  imports  and  exports,  chaises  on  the  sal^  of  land, 
duties  on  spirituous  liquors,  rights  on  intestate 
deaths,  shipwrecks,  and  miscellaneous  sources, 
amounted  to  something  undor  14,000^.  sto-ling  the 
year  of  the  conquest,  and  the  aid  from  the  coffers 
of  France  to  the  ecclesiastical,  civil,  and  military 
establishments  was  nearly  4760^.  These  resources 
could  not  provide  liberal  salaries  for  the  numerous 
colonial  officials;  as  before  stated,  however,  they 
made  up  for  the  deficiency  by  shameless  and 
enormous  peculations. 

All  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  from  ten 
to  sixty  years  of  age,  were  enrolled  by  companies  in 
a  Provincial  militia,  exc^t  those  who  by  birth  or 
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occupation  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  nobility.  The 
captains  were  usually  the  most  respectable  men  in 
the  country  parishes,  and  were  held  in  great  respect. 
When  the  services  of  the  militia  were  required,  their 
colonels,  or  the  town-majors,  transmitted  the  order 
of  levy  to  the  captains,  who  chose  the  required 
numbers,  and  conducted  them  under  escort  to  the 
town ;  there  each  man  received  a  gun,  ammunition, 
and  a  rude  sort  of  uniform ;  they  were  then  marched 
to  their  destination.  This  force  was  generally 
reviewed  once  or  twice  a  year  for  the  inspection  of 
their  aims ;  that  of  Quebec  was  frequently  exercised, 
and  had  attadied  thereto  an  efficient  company  of 
artillety.  Many  duties  of  law,  police,  and  the 
superintendance  of  roads  in  tho  country  districts 
were  also  imposed  on  the  captains  of  militia :  the 
governor-general  was  every  year  accustomed  to 
bestow  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball  by  way  of 
gratification  upon  these  useM  officials. 

Besides  this  numerous  but  somewhat  uncertain 
militia  force,  there  were  in  Canada  ten  veteran 
battalions  of  French  in&ntiy.  These,  however,  were 
much  reduced  from  their  original  strength  by  deser- 
tion, &tigue,  and  the  casualties  of  war.  The  peculiar 
nature  of  the  service,  and  the  necessity  of  quartering 
tiie  troops  abroad  in  small  detachments,  had  relaxed 
the  rigour  of  European  discipline,  but  the  loss  in 
this  respect  was  more  ttian  counterbalanced  by  the 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  the  habit  of  braving 
the  severity  of  the  climate.  Their  high  military  virtue 
was  still  well  wortliy  of  men  who  had  fought  under 
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Marshal  Saxe.  The  proud  carriage  and  domiDeering 
conduct  of  these  soldia*6  of  Old  France  rendered 
■them  little  lored  by  the  Canadian  people,  and  as 
their  pretensions  were  invariably  supported  by  the 
government,  it  shared  in  the  general  uDpopularity. 

The  150  yeus  that  had  elapsed  since  Champlain 
-first  planted  the  bann^  of  France  upon  the  head- 
laud  of  Quebec,  told  with  terrible  effect  upon  the 
Bed  Men :  already  among  the  Canadian  hamlets  on 
the  banks  of  the  Great  Birer  tiiey  were  well-nigh 
forgotten.  Whole  tribes  had  sunk  into  the  earth, 
and  left  not  a  trace  behind ;  others  had  wandered 
away,  and  were  absorbed  among  those  more  fortu- 
nate races  as  yet  undisturbed  by  the  white  man's 
neighbourhood ;  while  some,  in  attempting  a  feeble 
and  fatal  imitation  of  civilised  life,  had  dwindled  to 
a  few  wretched  families,  who  had  cast  away  Mx» 
virtues  of  savage  life,  and  adopted  instead  only  tiie 
vices  of  Europe.  The  Hurons  of  Jeune  Lorette,  near 
Quebec,  were,  howev^,  as  yet  a  h{4>py  exception  to 
this  general  demoralisation.  Many  years  beftnv, 
they  had  been  driven  l^om  the  fertile  countries 
between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  and  found  refhge 
upon  the  Jesuit  lands ;  they  lived  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Canadian  peasantry,  tilled  the  soil 
with  equal  success,  and  dwelt  in  comfortable  houses. 
But  in  one  respect  they  had  not  escaped  the  mys- 
terious curse  which  has  ever  hung  upon  the  Bed 
Race  in  their  contact  with  their  European  brethren; 
tvom  year  to  year  their  numbers  diminished  in  an 
unchedced  decay. 
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DoBCNG  the  early  part  of  the  18th  century,  iht 
British  MorUi  American  pTovinces  had  made  ex- 
traradinazy  progress  in  popolation  and  wealth:  a 
.  progress  then  unequalled  in  the  world's  history, 
and  only  now  excelled  foy  that  (^  the  Australian 
settlements.  From  many  of  the  European  nations, 
swanns  of  the  energetic  and  discontented  poured 
into  tiie  land  of  plenty  and  comparatiTe  freedom. 
By  &a  the  greater  nmnber  of  imm^ants,  however, 
were  from  the  British  islands,  and  their  national 
diaracter,  in  a  great  measure,  absorbed  the  pecu- 
liarities of  all  the  rest.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  also  far  exceeded  that  of  European 
States ;  the  abundant  supply  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  immunity  from  oppressive  restraint,  pro- 
duced their  invariable  results.  In  the  absence  of 
any  harassing  care  for  the  future,  early  marriages 
were  ^most  universally  contracted.  The  man  who 
poasessed  no  capital  but  his  labour,  found  in  it  the 
means  of  present  support^  and  even  of  future  wealth ; 
if  he  fiuled  to  obtain  remunerative  ranployment  in 
the  old  districts,  he  needed  only  to  carve  out  his 
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way  in  the  new.  The  fertile  wilderness  ever  wel- 
comed him  with  rude  but  afamidant  hospitality; 
every  tree  that  fell  beneath  his  axe  was  an  obstacle 
removed  from  the  road  to  competence ;  every  harvest 
home,  an  earnest  of  yet  richer  rewards  to  coma 

From  the  first,  tiie  British  colonists  had  applied 
themselves  to  agriculture,  as  the  great  business  of 
life;  then  trade  followed,  to  supply  luxuries  in 
exchange  for  superabundant  products;  and  manu- 
factures came  next,  to  satisfy  the  increasing  noces- 
sitiee  of  a  higher  civilisation.  From  the  peculiarities 
of  the  country,  and  the  restlras  and  irr^ular  habits 
of  many  of  the  earlier  immigrants,  a  system  of  cul- 
tivation arose  which,  however  detrimental  to  the 
progress  of  some  individuals,  tended  to  develope  the 
resources  of  the  country  with  astonishing  rapidity. 
A  niunber  of  the  hardy  men,  who  first  began  the 
dearii^  of  the  wilderness,  only  fdayed  the  part  of 
pioneers  to  those  who  permanently  settled  on  the 
fertile  soil:  they  felled  the  trees  with  unequalled 
dexterity,  erected  log-houses  and  bams,  hastily  in- 
closed their  farms,  and.  in  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  time,  reduced  the  land  to  a  sort  of  cultivation. 
With  their  crops,  a  few  cattle,  and  the  produce  of 
the  cbas^  they  gained  subsistence  for  themselv^ 
and  their  families.  These  men  could  not  endure  the 
restraints  of  regular  society;  as  the  population 
advanced  towards  them,  and  tjiey  felt  the  obnoxious 
neighbourhood  of  the  magistrate  and  the  tax- 
gatherer,  they  were  easily  induced  to  dispose  (^ 
their  clearings,  at   a  price  enhanced  by  tJliat  ot 
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surrounding  settlements:  once  again  they  plunged 
into  the  wilderness,  and  recommenced  their  life  of 
almost  savage  independence. 

The  new  owner  of  the  pioneer's  clearing  was  gene- 
rally a  thrifty  and  industrious  fiumer :  his  object,  a 
home  for  himself  and  an  inheritance  for  his  children. 
In  certain  hope  of  success,  he  laboured  with  untiring 
energy,  and  converted  the  half-won  waste  into  a 
fruitful  field.  His  neighbours  bare  progressed 
equally  with  himself;  the  dark  shadows  of  the 
forest  vanish  from  the  surrounding  country,  de- 
tached log-huts  change  to  clusters  of  comfortable 
dwellings;  churches  arise,  villages  swell  into  towns, 
towns  into  cities. 

This  system  exercised  an  important  influence  on 
the  politics  and  manners  of  the  colonists;  the  rest- 
less, impatient,  and  discontented,  found  ample  scope 
and  occupation  in  the  wilderness,  instead  of  waging 
perpetual  strife  against  the  restraints  of  law  and 
order  in  the  older  districts;  many  of  these  men 
ultimatdy  even  becune  useful  and  industrious. 
The  acquisition  of  a  little  property  of  their  own, 
and  the  necessity  of  law  and  order  for  the  pre- 
servation of  that  property,  reconciled  them  to  the 
forfeiture  of  the  wild  liberty  in  which  they  had 
before  exulted.  The  truculence  of  the  desperate  often 
turned  into  the  healthy  ambition  of  the  prosperous. 

Along  the  shores  of  the  nu^:nificent  bays  and 
estuaries  of  the  Atlantic  coast  had  already  arisen 
many  populous  and  thriving  cities.  Boston  num- 
bered more  than  30,000  inhabitants ;  her  trade  was 
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great ;  her  shipping  bore  the  pxMiuoe  of  all  countries 
tluough  all  seas,  either  as  carriers  for  others,  or  to 
supply  her  own  increarang  demaads;  her  sailors 
were  noted  fcH*  hardihood  and  skill,  her  mechanics 
for  industry,  and  her  merchants  for  thrift  and 
enterprise ;  her  councils,  and  the  customs  of  her 
people,  still  bore  the  stamp  which  the  hands  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  had  first  impressed.  M(»al. 
sober,  perscTering,  thoughtAil,  but  narrow-minded 
and  ungenial,  they  were  little  prone  to  allow  the 
enjoyment  of  social  intercourse  to  interfere  with  the 
pursuit  of  wealth.  Although  at  times  oppressive 
and  always  intolerant  UiemselTea,they  ever  resented 
with  jealous  promptitude  the  slightest  infringement 
of  their  own  freedom  of  conscience  or  action.  They 
despised  but  did  not  pity  the  Indian,  and  had  no 
scruple  in  profiting  lai^y  by  the  exchange  of  the 
deadly  fire-water  for  his  valuable  furs. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  treat,  the  people  of  the 
New  England  States  nnmbered  more  than  SSO,000 ; 
tkey  were  the  bone  and  sinews  oi  British  pow^  in 
America ;  in  peace  the  most  prosp^ous  and  ent^- 
prisin^,  and  in  war  the  most  energetic,  if  not  the 
most  warlike,  of  the  Anglo-Americans.  Their  hos- 
tility against  the  French  was  more  bitter  than  that 
of  their  southern  fellow-conntiymen :  in  the  advance 
guard  of  British  colonisation  they  came  more  fre- 
quently in  contact  with  the  rival  power,  and  were 
eontinually  occupied  in  resisting  or  imitating  its 
aggressions.  The  senseless  and  unchristian  spirit 
of  "natural  enmity"  had  spread  in  fui  aggravated 
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decree  aonong  the  children  of  die  two  great  Enropean 
States  who  had  cast  their  lot  of  lifb  in  the  New  World. 
The  colony  of  Kew  York  had  also  arriTed  at  con- 
sideralde  importance,  bat  from  the  varied  sources  of 
the  original  population,  the  100,000  inhabitants  it 
contained  at  the  time  of  the  war  were  less  exclu- 
sively British  in  character  and  feeling  than  their 
Puritan  brethren  of  New  England.  Many  of  the 
Dutch  and  Swedish  &rmffl^  as  well  as  of  the 
French  emigrants,  retained  unaltered  the  language 
and  customs  of  their  fathers,  and  felt  little  affection 
for  tiie  metropolitan  State,  formerly  their  conqueror 
and  now  their  somewhat  superciUous  ruler.  The 
trade  of  New  York  city,  aided  by  the  splendid  navi- 
gation of  the  Hudson  river,  was  very  large  in  propor- 
tion to  the  then  fflnall  population  of  8000.  Great 
quantities  of  com,  flour,  and  other  provisions,  were 
conveyed  from  the  rich  western  countiy  by  the  inland 
waters  to  the  noble  harbour  at  their  mouth  and 
dieuce  found  their  way  to  the  West  Indies  and  even 
to  Europe.  The  town  of  Albany,  although  inferior  in 
population,  was  important  and  prosperous  as  the 
chief  depdt  for  the  Indian  trade,  and  the  place 
where  conferences  were  usually  held  between  the 
English  and  the  fast-failing  tribes  of  the  once 
formidable  Iroquoia  New  Jersey  partook  in  some 
respects  of  the  characteristics  of  New  York,  and 
contained  about  60,000  souls.  Owing  to  the  pro- 
tecti(»i  of  the  lai^;er  neighbouring  states,  this  fertile 
province  had  suffered  but  little  from  Indian 
hostility,  and  the  rich  soil  and  mLtd  climate  aided 
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the  UDdisturbed  labours  of  its  husbandmen.  The 
forests  abounded  with  oak,  ash,  cypress,  hickory, 
and  other  valuable  timber,  and  the  cultivation  of 
flax  and  hemp  was  largely  carried  on :  these 
difibreut  productions  were  disposed  of  in  the 
markets  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  principally 
for  European  consumption. 

The  great  and  prosperous  state  of  Pennsylvuiia, 
nearly  6000  square  miles  in  extent,  contained 
260.000  inhabitants,  and  carried  on  a  large  trade 
with  Europe  and  the  West  Indies;  through  the 
rich  and  beautiful  capital  an  immense  surplus 
of  agricultural  produce,  from  its  fertile  soil, 
was  exported  to  other  less  favoured  countries. 
Philadelphia  was  happily  situated  upon  the  tongue 
of  land  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  two 
navigable  rivers,  Delaware  and  Schuylkil;  the 
streets  were  broad  and  r^;ular,  the  houses  spacious 
and  well-built,  and  the  docks  and  quays  commo- 
dious. Hiie  city  stiU  continued  laigely  Impressed 
by  the  spirit  of  Quakerism ;  the  stlffhess  of  outline, 
the  trim  neatness  of  the  dwellings,  the  convenient 
but  unpretending  public  buildings,  and  the  austere 
nunners  of  the  inhabitants,  bespoke  the  stronghold 
of  the  formal  men  of  peace.  Here  it  was,  not 
twenty  years  afterwards,  in  a  vulgar  and  unsightly 
brick  edifice,  that  a  few  bold  and  earnest  men 
pledged  their  sacred  honour,  their  fortunes,  and  th^ 
lives  to  an  act,  perhaps  the  most  important  that 
history  records, — "The  Declaration  of  Indepen- 

DEMCE." 
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The  State  of  Maryland  lies  next  in  anccesaion 
southward ;  to  the  east  and  south  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Potomac  river  wash  its  fertUe 
shores.  About  40,000  white  men  here  held  60,000 
of  their  n^ro  brethren  in  toilsome  slavery,  and 
enriched  themselves  by  the  fruits  of  this  unholy 
labour.  Tobacco,  large  in  quantity  and  good  in 
•quality,  was  the  staple  produce  of  the  country. 
The  capital,  Annapolis,  was  beautifully  situated  on 
the  banks  of  the  Patuxent  river. 

South  o£  the  River  Potomac  and  west  of  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  the  State  of  Virginia  stretches  inland  to 
the  Alleghany  mountains.  This  rich  province  pro- 
duced com  and  every  kind  of  fruit  in  abundance ;  the 
forests  were  of  great  extent  and  value,  and  supplied 
much  good  timber  for  exportation ;  flax,  hemp,  tar, 
and  iron,  were  also  produced  in  some  quantity,  but, 
as  in  Maryland,  the  principal  wealth  of  the  country 
was  in  tobacco,  cultivated  by  the  labour  of  nearly 
100,000  slaves.  The  white  population  numbered 
about  70,000.  The  magnificent  Bay  of  Chesapeake 
extended  through  this  territory  for  nearly  300  miles 
fivm  south  to  north,  and  received  many  considerable 
streams  at  both  sides.  However,  no  commercial 
town  of  any  great  importance  had  grown  up  on  the 
shores  of  these  navigable  waters. 

The  Carolinas,  bounded  to  Hie  north  by  Virginia, 
extend  along  the  Atlantic  coast  for  upwards  of  400 
miles,  and  stretch  westward  300  miles  into  the 
interior  of  the  vast  continent.  They  are  divided  into 
two  provinces,  the  Korth  and  the  SoutJb ;  the  first 
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tiie  more  popnlons,  richer  hi  production,  more 
advanced  in  commerce  and  prosperity.  Here,  as  the 
tropics  are  approached,  the  sultry  climate  favomis 
the  cultivation  of  rice,  indigo,  and  tohacco ;  great 
numbers  of  slaves  laboured  in  the  fertile  swamps, 
and  beantiM  but  unhealthy  TaUeya  of  these  States, 
enrichmg  the  ruling  race  by  their  lives  of  unrequited 
toil  We  do  not  find  any  exact  record  of  the  popu- 
lation at  tiie  time  of  which  we  treat,  but  that  of 
both  the  Carolinas  was  probably  not  less  than 
260,000 ;  of  these  more  than  one-half  were  whites. 

Georgia,  the  most  southern  of  the  British  settle- 
ments in  America,  skirts  the  Atlantic  shore  for 
about  sixty  miles,  and  includes  the  whole  extent  of 
the  western  country  to  the  Apalachian  mountains, 
nearly  300  miles  away,  widening  gradually  to  150 
miles  in  breadth.  To  the  south  lay  the  Spanish 
limits,  marked  by  the  River  Attamaha,  and  the 
deserted  fort  of  San  Augustin.  At  this  time  the 
province  was  thinly  peopled,  its  resources  little 
known,  and  its  luxuriant  savannahs  still  wasted 
their  exuberant  fertility  in  rank  vegetation  and 
pestilential  decay.  The  inhabitants,  however,  raised 
some  quantities  of  rice  and  indigo,  and  had  even 
made  progress  in  the  culture  of  silk.  At  Augusta, 
the  second  town  in  importance,  situated  200  miles 
in  the  interior,  a  profitable  fur  trade  was  established 
with  the  Cherokees,  and  other  comparatively  civilised 
Indians. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  British  North  Ame- 
rican  coIonieB    contained  upwards  of    1,800,000 
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JBhabitants  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign 
which  destroyed  the  power  of  France  on  the  western 
amtinent  Enormous  as  Tras  this  phTsical  superiority 
OTer  the  rival  colony  of  Canada,  the  wealth  and  re- 
sources of  the  British  bore  a  vastly  greater  proportion 
to  those  of  their  euemies.  Bumaby,  an  intelligent 
l^gliab  traveller  who  at  this  time  visited  America, 
informs  us,  that  aU  the  luxurious  fiuits  of  wealUi 
were  displayed  in  our  transatlantic  settlements; 
and  that,  in  a  journey  of  1200  miles  through  the 
coimtty,  he  was  never  <nice  solicited  for  alms.  At 
the  same  time  he  observes  that  the  people  were 
already  imbued  with  a  strong  spirit  of  independence,* 
and  thai  a  deep  but  vague  impression  existed  that 
they  were  destined  for  some  splendid  fiitnre.  But 
among  these  sturdy  and  ambitions  men  mntnal 
jealousies  rendered  a  permanent  union  of  their 
councils  apparently  impossible ;  the  mother  country 
fiiiled  in  every  effort  to  bring  the  strength  of  her 
gigantic  colonies  to  bear  t<^ther^  upon  any  imperial 

*••..,.  nicli  is  the  state  of  the  gOTernmenta,  thftt  t}iere 
eumot  on  the  oontinent  he  produced  an  iiutance  of  the  gOTernon 
Imng  able  to  carry  hu  majestj'a  instmotionB  into  ezeention  where 
the  people  hare  diipnted  than,  nor  baa  all  the  power  that  the  erown 
hat  thought  fit  to  add,  heen  aUe  to  sapport  such ;  but  the  peofde 
hare  eoi»tant]j^  maintained  thenuelvea  in  their  cluma." — Letter  from 
Qonemor  Pownall  to  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  Boiton,  ffowmber  28lA, 
1767. 

*  "  Each  English  oolonj  in  North  America  is  independent  of  the 
other,  and  each  has  its  proper  laws  and  coins,  and  may  be  looked 
upon  in  Mreral  lights  as  a  state  ij  itaelf.  From  henee  it  ha{^ns 
that,  in  time  of  war,  thing*  go  on  tbtj  slowly  and  irregularly  here, 
lot  not  onlj  the  sense  of  one  prorince  is  sometimes  directly  (fipoute 
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object,  although  she  Bubsequently  succeeded  but  too 
well  in  creating  unanimity  of  feeling  i^ainst  herself! 
By  the  &11  of  Louisburg,  and  the  complete  sub- 
jection of  the  Acadian  peninsula,  the  high  road  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  lay  open  to  the  British  fleets ;  the 
capture  of  Fort  du  Quesne,  and  the  occupation  of 
the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  had  given  to  England  the 
command  of  the  Tast  chain  of  navigable  communi- 
cation whidi  connected  the  Canadian  lakes  with  the 
distant  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Hius  the 
60,000  French  of  North  America  were  hopelessly 
isolated  from  thdr  parent  state,  and  1^  to  the 
mercy  of  their  exasperated  and  powerAil  foes. 
Already  their  Indian  allies  had  wavered  or  seceded : 
no  longer  able  to  afibrd  protection  or  supply  their 
commerce,  the  Canadian  governor  sank  rapidly  in 
savage  estimation ;  and  even  the  "  Great  Father " 
beyond  the  seas  ceased  to  be  regarded  with  the 

to  that  at  another  ;  bat  freqnentl;  the  views  of  the  govtmor,  and 
ihoM  of  the  aaaembly,  of  the  same  province,  are  quite  difibrent,  so 
that  it  is  eaaj  to  see  that,  while  the  people  are  quarrelling  about  the 
beat  and  cheapest  method  of  carrying  on  the  war,  an  enemy  has  it  in 
Us  power  to  take  one  place  after  another.  It  has  commonly  hap- 
pened, that  whilst  some  proTinces  were  suffering  from  their  enemiea^ 
the  neighboniing  ones  were  quiet  and  ioactire,  aa  if  it  did  not 
in  the  least  concern  them.  They  have  frequently  taken  np  two  ttr 
three  yean  in  considering  whether  they  should  gjve  aasiatance  to  an 
oppressed  sister  colony;  and  sometimes  they  have  expresslj  declared 
themeelTea  agunst  it.  There  are  instances  of  prorinoee,  who  were 
not  only  neater  in  these  eircamstances,  bat  who  oanied  on  a  great 
trade  with  the  power  which  at  that  rery  time  was  attacking  and 
laying  waste  some  other  prorincea." — Kabn,  in  ^nkcorton,  vol.  xiii., 

p.  4ei. 
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saperstitious  reverence  formerly  felt  towards  him 
by  his  Red  Children. 

But  the  lofty  spirit  of  France  was  still  unbroken 
by  these  losses  and  dangers;  even  in  this  time  of  need 
she  disdained  to  abandon  or  modify  her  pretensions 
to  the  dominion  of  those  western  wilds  of  America^ 
for  the  possession  of  which  she  had  first  drawn  the 
sword,  and  she  determined  to  risk  the  utter  ruin  of 
her  transatlantic  power  rather  than  patiently  submit 
to  its  diminution.  Quebec  and  Canada  might  have 
been  saved  had  she  acquiesced  in  our  just  right  and 
title  to  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia,  as  marked  out 
by  former  treaties,  and  had  she  refrained  from  the 
prosecution  of  that  vast  scheme  of  encroachment  by 
which  the  British  settlements  would  have  been  in- 
closed from  Louisiana  to  the  Great  Lakes  of  the  norths 

At  the  same  time  the  British  nation,  inflamed 
by  hopefrd  ambition,  vraa  stimulated  to  renewed 
exertion  by  the  triumphs  and  advantages  of  the 
late  campaign.  Had  the  illustrious  man  who 
wielded  England's  strei^h  ever  doubted  in  his 
own  far-seeing  mind  the.  policy  of  removing  the 
Canadian  incubus  from  the  rising  ambition  of  the 
colonies,  the  strong  tide  of  public  opinion  would 
have  doubtless  swept'  him  away.  But  he  possessed 
neither  the  inclination  nor  the  power  to  halt  in  the 
career  of  glory  and  success,  when  the  magnificent 
dominions  of  France  in  America  lay  within  his 
grasp:  he  firmly  resolved  to  seize  the  prize,  and 
devoted  all  the  energies  and  abilities  of  his  mind  to 
the  one  great  object. 

TOL.  n.  4 
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The  British  parliameut  addressed  the  throne  in 
terms  of  the  highest  approbation  of  the  minister ; 
they  applauded  the  conduct  of  the  campaign,  and 
pledged  themselves  zealously  and  cheerfully  to 
furnish  all  necessary  supplies.  The  king  sent  them 
a  message  representing  the  spirited  efforts  made  by 
his  American  subjects  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
and  recommending  compensation  for  the  losses  and 
expenses  they  had  incurred  in  the  maintenance  of 
bis  rights  and  England's  glory ;  the  prompt  answer 
was  a  vote  of  200,000/.  for  the  required  purpose. 
The  people  even  surpassed  their  representatives  in 
ardour ;  one  universal  spirit  pervaded  all  ranks  and 
classes— a  confidence  in  British  triumph  and  French 
humiliation.  The  conquest  of  Canada  was  now  the 
first  and  darling  object  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Pitt  decided  upon  pursuing  the  same  plan  of 
operations  which  had  been  partially  successful  in 
the  last  campaign;  he  purposed  to  throw  three 
separate  ex|»;ditions  at  once  against  the  three 
strongholds  of  Canadian  power— Niagara,  Montreal, 
and  Quebec.  The  mainspring  of  this  grand  deajga 
was,  that  these  attacks  should  be  simultaneous,  and 
thus  distract  the  attention  and  divide  the  force 
of  the  defenders.  A  formidable  armament  was 
zealously  and  speedily  equipped  in  the  English  ports 
to  carry  a  force  of  from  7000  to  8000  men,  by  the 
River  St.  Lawrence  to  the  walls  of  Quebec  The 
main  army  of  America,  12,000  strong,  was  assembled 
on  the  woody  shores  of  Lake  George ;  it  was  destuied 
to  penetrate  the  heart  of  Canada  by  the  Richelieu 
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river  and  occupy  Montreal,  after  having  first  over- 
whelmed the  French  detachments  at  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point ;  thence  the  British  troops  were  to 
descend  the  broad  stream  of  the  St.  Lawrence  till 
they  joined  their  strength  to  that  of  the  besiegers  of 
Quebec.  At  the  same  time  another  British  corps, 
and  a  large  body  of  Indians,  was  directed  upont 
Niagara,  with  orders  to  take  and  garristm  the  fort, 
and  then  hasten  down  over  Ontario,  and  the  rapids 
ef  the  Great  River,  to  co-operate  with  the  other 
expeditions.  This  scheme  was  as  impracticable  in 
its  execution  as  it  was  bold  and  comprehensive  in 
design. 

When  Pitt  east  his  ^e  over  the  scantily  traced 
map  of  the  Western  World,  he  disdained  to  note 
the  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  which  its 
broad  blanks  unobtrusively  represented.  As  his 
bold  band  struck  out  the  several  lines  of  operation, 
he  foi^t  the  hideous  wilderness,  the  stormy  ocean, 
and  the  dangerous  lake,  over  the  tracings  of  which  his 
pencil  passed,  and  his  daring  heart  doubted  not  for 
a  moment  of  success.  It  is  a  trite  observation,  that 
a  combined  movement  is  always  precarious;  even 
and^  the  most  favourable  circumstances.  Uncer- 
tainty of  weather,  or  different  degrees  of  zeal  and 
activity  in  the  leaders,  may  di^oint  the  most  ela-, 
borate  scheme ;  but  in  such  a  case  as  this,  with  all 
the  superadded  chances  of  the  sea,  the  river,  and 
the  desert,  a  wisdom  greater  than  that  of  the  wisest, 
a  power  stronger  than  that  of  the  most  powerful, 
QOuld  alone  have  given  us  the  victory. 
«2 
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The  French  possessed  the  immense  advantage  of 
acting  as  it  were  on  a  smooth  highroad,  while  their 
assailants  were  entangled  in  a  broken  and  diffi- 
cult country.  The  River  St.  Lawrence  furnished  a 
means  of  intercommunication  that  eiiabled  them  to 
throw  the  mass  of  their  force  upon  any  one  of  the 
hostile  armies  they  might  select,  and  thus  out- 
number each  in  succession:  the  bold  position  of 
Quebec  suppUed  them  with  a  place  of  arms,  and  an 
advanta^ous  battle-ground  when  all  else  should  be 
lost.  The  able  and  skilfal  Montcalm  was  not  likely 
to  fail  in  turning  these  favourable  circumstances  to 
full  account. 

The  most  vulnerable,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
most  vital,  part  of  Canada  was  the  spot  where  the 
Richelieu  river  pours  into  the  St  Lawrence.  Thence 
to  the  magnificent  harbour  of  New  York,  a  scarcely 
interrupted  chain  of  navigable  water,  by  the  Lakes 
Champlain  and  Greorge  and  the  Hudson  river,  offered 
a  practicable  route  to  the  invading  force.  Looking 
back  upon  the  past  with  that  wisdom  which  is  the 
humble  disciple  of  experience,  it  would  appear  that 
the  whole  British  power  should  have  been  thrown 
at  once  upon  that  single  point.  By  uniting  the 
veteran  corps  embarked  in  the  fleet  from  Englxmd 
and  Nova,  Scotia  with  the  formidable  force  destined 
against  Niagara,  to  the  main  army,  nearly  25,000 
British  troops  could  have  been  brought  to  bear 
against  the  feeble  defences  of  the  Lakes,  and  poured 
down  with  irresistible  strength  on  the  valley  of  the- 
St.  Lawrence.    Thence  to  Quebec  the  watery  path 
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lay  free  and  uoembarrasBed,  and  no  hostile  power 
existed  strong  enough  to  dare  a  battle  against  such 
a  host.  In  the  meantime  the  Ei^;;lish  fleet  should 
hare  anchored  in  the  broad  basin  above  the  Island 
of  Orleans,  intercepted  all  European  aid,  and  by 
vigorous  demonstrations  kept  in  play  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  enemy's  strength.  Had  this  scheme 
been  adopted  the  decisive  battle  might  probably  have 
still  been  fought  on  the  Pl^ns  of  Abraham,  but  with 
far  greater  chances  in  favour  of  British  triumph  than 
in  the  fight  which  was  subsequently  bravely  won. 
The  whole  disposable  force  of  Canada  would  natu- 
rally have  opposed  the  invading  army,  and  would 
have  been  either  forced  down  upon  the  defence  of 
Quebec,  or  driven  to  an  unequal  combat.  The  French 
army  overpowered  and  their  great  stronghold  taken, 
Montreal,  with  Niagara  and  the  western  country, 
must  have  lain  an  easy  prey. 

To  find  out  the  weakest  point  of  the  enemy's 
position,  and  to  assail  it  with  his  greatest  power, 
was  the  constant  aim  of  the  first  of  modem  captains, 
and  the  talisman  of  his  matchless  success.  The 
British  minister's  scheme  for  the  conquest  of  Canada 
presents  exactly  the  reverae  of  this  system;  the 
several  strongholds  of  the  French  were  selected  for 
simultaneous  attack  by  separate  and  insufficient 
forces.  By  an  overruling  Providence,  however, 
the  skill  and  daring  of  a  British  general,  and 
the  valour  of  his  troops,  tc^ether  with  the  in- 
comprehensible error  of  their  chivalrous  opponent, 
gave  to  the  arms  of  England  victory  and  glory. 
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and  to  the  ruler  of  her  councils  complete  ultimata 


To  pave  the  way  for  the  campaign  of  1759,  a 
grand  conference  was  held  with  the  Indians  in  the 
October  of  the  preceding  year,  at  Easton,  about 
ninety  miles  from  Philadelphia;  there  peace  was 
formally  established  between  England  and  the 
several  native  nations  inhabiting  the  country,  which 
extends  from  the  Apalachian  Mountains  to  the 
Lakes.  Some  tribes,  however,  still  held  aloof.  The 
business  of  the  British  agents  at  this  meeting  waa 
to  ascertain  the  limits  of  the  several  lands  about  the 
possession  of  which  disputes  had  occurred  with  the 
natives,  to  reconcile  the  bitter  hostilities  of  different 
tribes  against  each  other,  to  remove  every  cause  of 
misunderstanding  between  the  Indians  and  our- 
selves, and  effectually  to  detach  them  &om  the 
interests  of  the  French.  The  conferences  were  con- 
tinued from  the  8th  to  the  2eth  of  October,  when 
every  article  was  finally  arranged  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  parties.  The  Indians  were  then  given  presents, 
made  drunk,  and  dismissed  to  their  several  dwell- 
ings. 

General  Amherst,  and  his  gallant  colleague  Ad- 
miral BoBcawen,  had,  as  the  conquerors  of  Louis- 
burg,  received  the  high  honour  of  thanks  from  the 
representatives  of  a  gratefiil  people  in  the  British 
parliament.  The  vigour,  ability,  and  courage  dis- 
played by  Amherst  in  the  previous  year,  inspired  a 
universal  hope  of  future  success  among  his  country- 
men, and  all  eyes  were  fixed  with  deep  and  sanguine 
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interest  on  the  moTements  of  the  formidable  anni^ 
whidi  he  was  now  to  direct  against  the  foiling 
power  of  the  French.  But  the  memory  of  Aber- 
cromby's  fatal  disaster  was  still  fresh  in  the  English 
mind,  and  somewhat  damped  the  rising  hopes  of 
conquest  and  of  glcay.  The  difficulties  befbre  which 
he  had  recoiled,  di^raced  and  ruined,  were  since  in- 
creased  rather  than  diminished:  the  fort  of  Chamblj, 
which  d^ended  the  pass  hy  the  Richelieu  river  to 
the  St.  Lawrence,  had  been  strengthened  and 
garrisoned  by  a  body  of  regular  troops  and  militia ; 
Crown  Point  had  been  reinforced,  and  an  increase  of 
vessels  had  completely  given  the  command  of  Lake 
Champlain  to  the  French. 

The  British  colonies  were  eager  in  seconding  the 
igrand  designs  of  the  parent  state ;  designs,  indeed, 
&r  more  important  to  them  than  to  England.  But 
they  found  it  difficult  to  keep  pace  with  the  ex^- 
pendittu^  which  the  great  minister's  splendid  and 
tiiriftless  conduct  of  the  war  rendered  necessary. 
ScHne  reluctimce  was  now  expressed,  especially  in 
Kew  England,  to  raise  the  levies  required  by  the 
Provincial  governments.  In  the  opening  of  last 
year's  (derations  it  had  lieen  promised  that  a  ^ngle 
campaign  would  sufBce  to  end  with  succera  the 
deadly  and  ruinous  strife.  The  same  promise  was 
now  once  more  ofi^red,  but  received  by  no  willing 
esTB.  The  taxes  were  already  excessive,  the  demand 
for  men  most  burdensome,  and  the  liberal  compoi- 
saUon  voted  by  the  British  parliament  was  still 
insufficient  to  remunerate  the  colonists  for  past 
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losses  and  advanceB,  and  had  been  unfortunately  so 
long  delayed  by  official  interruptions  as  to  create 
considerable  mistrust  and  dissatisfaction.  It  was  not 
without  much  difficulty  that  Connecticut  was 
induced  to  keep  up  her  last  year's  contingent  o? 
6000  men,  and  Massachusetts  at  first  declined  to 
raise  more  than  the  same  number,  until  prevailed 
upon  by  the  instances  of  Amherst,  who  was  xmiver- 
sally  respected  and  esteemed.  The  thinly  peopled 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  however,  exceeded  her 
former  exertions,  and  sent  no  less  than  1000  men 
into  the  field. 

The  movements  of  the  last  campaign,  and  the 
extensive  preparations  in  the  British  settlements,  no 
longer  afforded  room  for  doubt  that  the  aim  of 
England  was  the  annihilation  of  the  power  of 
France  in  America.  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil, 
therefore,  issued  a  proclamation  at  the  dose  of  the 
year  1758,  to  the  several  officers  of  Canadian  militia, 
to  excite  their  zeal  and  quicken .  their  activity  in 
preparations  for  resistance,  "  Notwithstanding  our 
glorious  successes,"  said  he,  "the  state'of  the  colony 
is  perilous.  The  enemy  are  making  great  efibrts 
both  by  sea  and  land ;  we '  must  prepare,  therefor^ 
to  meet  than  boldly  as  soon  as  the  season  of  the 
year  allows  them  to  act.  No  time  must  be  lost  in 
organising  our  defence."  He  then  directed  that  all 
the  male  inhabitants  of  the  province,  from  sixteen 
to  sixty  years  of  age,  should  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia,  and  should  remain  in  readiness  to  march  at 
a  mom^t's  notice. 
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The  captains  of  militia  faithfully  endeavoured  to 
comply  with  these  orders,  but  the  farmers,  or 
habitans,  showed  great  disinclination  to  abandon 
the  cultivation  of  their  fields  for  the  certain  hard- 
ships and  dangers,  and  the  uncertain  glories,  of  a 
soldier's  life.  Where  the  levies  were  efficiently  carried 
out  the  country  remained  waste;  the  last  harvest 
had  been  far  from  abundant,  and  the  rapacious 
seizures  of  grain  for  the  real  or  fictitious  wants  of 
the  government  caused  a  pinching  scarcity.  Tie 
intendant  had  arbitrarily  fixed  the  price  of  wheat 
at  twelve  sous  the  bushel,  yet  none  was  sold  under 
a  far  higher  rate.  Every  device  of  peculation  was 
resorted  to  by  the  unworthy  civil  officers  to  increase 
their  gains  from  the  distresses  of  the  people,  while 
the  vicious  decrees  of  a  corrupted  court  of  law  sup- 
ported instead  of  curbing  them  in  their  iniquities. 
Dishonest  exactions  and  forced  contributions  caused 
a  reckless  waste  of  those  resources,  upon  the  en- 
joyment of  which  no  man  could  confidently  count, 
and  the  intendant  finding  it  at  length  difficult  or 
impossible  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies,  quar- 
tered the  troops  upon  the  unfortunate  inhabitants. 

The  misery  and  distress  of  the  colony  at  length 
deepened  into  absolute  famine.  Cadet,  the  com- 
missaiy-gener^  by  the  intendant's  orders,  killed 
a  number  of  horses  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
and  troops  at  Montreal  and  Quebec.  Finally  the 
governor  and  M.  de  Montcalm  dispatched  an  officer 
to  France  with  a  detaO  of  the  deplorable  state 
of  Canada,  and  an  earnest  entreaty  for  succour. 
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This  officer,  the  afterwards  celebnited  de  Bougain- 
Tille,  although  he  had  sailed  very  late  in  the 
autumn,  escaped  the  dangers  of  the  season,  and  the 
vigilance  of  the  British  navy,  and  laid  his  melan* 
choly  dispatch  before  the  throne  of  France.^ 

Eariy  in  January,  176d,  a  census  was  taken  of  all 
those  capable  of  bearing  arms  in  Canada;  the  result 
showed  16,229  men.  Of  these,  however,  a  large 
proportion  were  neither  available  nor  wwthy  of 
trust.  A  detachment  of  artillery,  eight  battalions  of 
French  regulars,  and  thirty-three  companies  of  the 
marine  or  colony  troops,  formed  the  real  strength 
of  the  Canadian  army. 

Montcalm*  was  indefatigable  in  his  preparations 
for  the  approaching  struggle.  Regulars  and  militia 
were  kept  at  constant  work  on  the  several  fortifica- 
tions. Three  armed  vessels  were  built  to  command 
the  navigation  of  Lake  Champlain.    Captain  Pouchot, 

*  "  L'^tat  4tmt  tian  dan*  una  Mtufttion  peu  farfirable,  et  1« 
minUtre,  H.  de  Ben7er,  Hpondit  khx  ioBtanaea  d«  M.  da  Bougain- 
ville en  disant,  '  Quand  le  feu  est  ik  la  maiion  on  ne  a'ocoupe  paa  des 
&urie«.'  'On  ne  dire  pan  du  moiiiH,  monsieur,  que  toub  paries 
oomme  uncheTal,"  r^ondit  BoogainTille.  C'est  lui-m(nie  qni  nooa 
a  racont^  astte  anecdote,  en  ajoutant  qu'il  alia  ansBitit  faire  *a  cour 
it  Hadame  de  Pompadour,  qui  apaiBa  le  resBcntiment  du  mioiBtra." 
— BiographU  Umverselle,  art.  Bougunville. 

*  "  Le  Marquifl  de  Montcalm,  &  la  vie  duquel  ^toil  attach^  la  oon- 
Miratifm  du  Canada,  aroit  ddfsndu  CBtt«  colonie  ptx  des  prodigal 
de  Taleur,  prii  le  fort  St.  George  (Fort  William  Henrr),  et  batU 
Tingt-mille  Anglais  &  Ticonderoga.  Uaia  nul  eecours  ne  lui  ^toit 
envoj^i  on  etoitforc^depr^Toir  qu'il  Buccomberoitl)ient6t." — Bistoirt 
vU  Franc*  jMndarU  le  Bix-hmtUme  Siiele,  par  Charlea  Lacretelle, 
torn,  iii.,  p.  345. 
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a  skilful  engineer,  wob  sent  to  strengthen  the  works 
of  Niaguu  and  undertfdte  their  de&noe.  On  the  14th 
of  May,  M.  de  Boi^ainTille,^  afterwards  distinguished 
alike  in  literature  and  adventure,  arrived  from  France 
with  decorations  and  promotions  for  the  governor, 
the  general,  and  other  officers  whose  merit  had  been 
conspicuous  in  the  last  campaign,  but  be  was  also 
bearer  of  the  alarming  intelligence  that  England 
was  about  to  assail  the  colony  forthwith  both  by 

*  Bougainville,  the  celebrated  cinsnmnftTigator,  had  been  appointed 
Aide-de-camp  to  tLe  Uarquis  de  Uontcalm,  in  1756>  It  must  be 
wilful  inaocuracj  in  the  Biographie  Univertelle  to  attribute  the  taking 
of  Fort  William  Henrj,  and  the  victorj  at  Tioonderoga,  Uontoalm's 
DMMt  remarkable  achievements  in  Canada,  to  his  aid-de-eamp,  instead 
ef  to  himself.  Bougainville  had  not  had  anj  opportunity  of  perfonning 
"  dee  services  illustres  "  in  Canada.  "  En  1758  le  gouvemenr  du 
Canada  envoya  de  Bougainville  en  France  pour  demander  dea  ren- 
forts.  II  rerint  en  Jamaica  1759  aprts  avohr  re^u  la  T&sompens* 
des  services  illustres  qu'il  avoit  rendua.  Montcalm  le  nomma,  k  son 
retonr,  commandant  dea  grenadiers  et  des  roloatalres,  et  lui  ordonna 
de  couvrir  avec  ces  deux  corps  la  retraite  de  I'arm^  Frangaise,  lorsqu' 
•lie  sereplia  snr  Quebec.  Boagainville  s'ea  aequitta  avec  la  bravoure 
et  I'habilet^  dont  il  nvtAt  donn^  tant  de  preuves. 

"  II  s'est  etev^  au  rang  des  marios  les  plus  cd^res  de  la  France. 

"  Bougainville  est  le  premier  Fran^ais  qui  ait  fait  le  tour  du  monde. 
L'histoire  de  sa  vie  etonne  par  la  vari^t^  des  occupations  auz  quelles 
H  s'est  livre  et  par  la  multitude  des  ^Tenements  qui  la  remplissent. 

"Dans.aea  Etudes  it  runiversit^  il  manifesta  da  bonno  heure  une 
rapidity  de  conception  et  une  finesse  de  tact  qui  le  firent  r^usair  en 
mdme  tems  dans  les  genres  les  plus  opposes.  11  se  faisoit  dgale- 
ment  remarquer  par  ses  eonnoissances  dans  les  langues  anciennes, 
et  par  ses  progrgs  dans  les  sciences  ezactes.  II  marquoit  pour  les 
math^matiques  des  dispositions  peu  commoQes.  II  fut  re<;u  membre 
de  la  Soci^t^  Royale  de  Londres  pendant  son  court  s^jonr  dana 
cette  capitale  en  caractere  de  s^rAaire  de  I'ambasaade,  en  1754." — 
Biogrn'phie  UniterMUe,  art.  Bongainrille. 
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sea  and  land.  As  yet,  however,  no  supplies  or  re- 
inforcements from  France  made  their  appearance  in 
this  hour  of  peril,  and  the  governor  M.  de  Vaudreuil 
was  simply  instructed  to  make  the  best  provision  in 
his  power  for  the  defence  of  Canada. 

The  governor  addressed  a  notice  to  the  militia  to 
be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  endeavoured 
to  excite  their  somewhat  dormant  patriotism  by 
a  spirited  appeaL  "  This  campaign,"  said  he,  "  will 
give  the  Canadians  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
once  again  their  loyalty  and  valour:  their  king 
doubts  not  that  they  will  faithfully  defend  his  and 
their  rights,  their  religion,  homes,  and  properties 
against  the  cruel  English.  These  invaders  hate  our 
name  and  nation,  they  accuse  us  of  the  evQ  deeds  of 
a  few  savage  Indians,  and  bum  for  revenge.  We 
will  protect  our  people  by  every  possible  means 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  our  ruthless  enemies, 
and  from  such  mercies  as  the  people  of  Acadia, 
Cape  Breton,  and  St  John's  recaved  from  them. 
Better  would  it  be  for  us,  our  wives,  and  our  chil- 
dren, to  be  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the  colony  than  to 
£ei11  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  We  have^ 
however,  no  fears  for  our  safety,  and  accordingly  we 
direct  that  every  suitable  step  be  taken  for  a  suc- 
cessful defence." 

A  council  of  war  was  held  at  Montreal  which, 
after  frequent  meetings,  decided  that  a  body  of 
troops  under  Montcalm,  with  the  brigadier-generals, 
the  Marquis  de  Levi  and  M.  de  Senezergues,  should 
be  posted  at  Quebec ;  that  M.  de  Bourlemaque  should 
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hasten  to  Ticonderoga,  blow  up  the  works  at  the 
approach  of  the  Enghsh,  retire  by  the  Lake  to  Isle 
aux  Noix,  and  there  make  a  stubborn  resistance. 
The  Chevalier  de  la  Come,  with  800  regulars  and 
militia,  was  directed  to  hold  the  rapids  above 
Montreal,  to  intrench  himself  in  a  strong  position, 
and  hold  out  to  the  best  of  his  power.  These 
resolutions  taken,  Montcalm  hastened  to  Quebec, 
and  pushed  on  the  works  of  the  city  and  its  out^ 
posts.  To  embarrass  the  hostile  fleet,  he  removed 
the  buojB  and  other  marks  for  navigation  in  the 
Great  River ;  above  all  he  strove  to  raise  the  drooping 
spirit  of  the  Canadian  people. 


itizecoy  Google 


CHAPTER   IX. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  proceedings  in  the 
British  camp.  In  the  stem  climate  of  Northern 
America  the  season  for  military  action  was  very 
limited.  From  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  on  the 
lakes  and  rivers,  and  the  melting  of  the  forest 
snows,  till  they  again  hindered  or  forbid  the  move- 
ment of  troops,  but  little  interval  was  left  for  the 
march  of  an  invading  army.  To  pursue  with  eflFect 
the  great  plan  of  the  campaign,  it  was  necessary  to 
take  the  field  with  the  earliest  signs  of  returning 
spring.  General  Amherst,  therefore,  left  New  York 
on  the  28th  of  April,  and  arrived  at  Albany  on  the 
Srd  of  May :  there  he  busied  himself  in  assembling 
and  organising  his  army  for  the  field,  preparing 
boats  for  transporting  the  troops,  artillery,  and 
stores,  and  instructing  the  raw  Provincial  levies  in 
the  rudiments  of  military  discipline.  Before  this 
time,  he  had  dispatched  the  active  partisan  ofScer 
M^'or  Rogers,  with  350  men,  from  Fort  Edward,  to 
feel  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point :  they  succeeded  in  surprising  a  French 
working  party  close  to  the  disastrous  scene  of  the 
previous  year's  defeat,  killed  some  men.  and  took 
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several  prisoners,  with  but  little  loss  to  themsetvea. 
The  intense  severity  of  the  weather,  however,  made 
the  victors  pay  dearly  for  their  success :  two-thirds 
of  the  detachment  were  frost-bitten  in  the  feet,  some 
of  them  to  such  an  extent  that  their  more  fortunate 
companions  were  obliged  to  cany  them  back  to  the 
British  camp. 

The  whole  month  <^  May  was  occupied  In  pre-  : 
paration  for  the  advance.  The  Provincial  regiments, 
as  fast  as  they  arrived  at  bead-quarters,  were 
encamped,  and  instructed  with  aU  diligence.  The 
regular  troops  were  pushed  on  by  the  road  to  Fort 
Edward,  and  posted  at  a  place  fifty-six  miles  from 
Albany,  while  a  detachment  under  Major  West  con- 
structed a  small  stockaded  fort  between  Fort  Edward 
and  the  Lake.  On  the  3rd  of  June  the  near  divisions 
of  the  army  were  ordered  to  take  the  field.  That 
same  day  (he  general  left  Albany,  and  encamped  at 
Fort  Edward  on  the  6th. 

During  this  time  of  military  inaction  bnt  of  tedious 
toil,  an  alarming  spirit  of  desertion  broke  out  among 
the  British  troops.  A  large  proportion  of  even  the 
r^;:ulars  were  young  and  untrained  men,  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  dull  restraint  of  disdpiine,  and  as  yet 
almost  unconscious  of  that  [H-ofessional  pride  which, 
to  a  certain  extent,  may  practically  supply  the  place 
of  a  higher  principle  in  the  soldier's  mind.  The 
Provincials  were  chiefly  new  levies,  and  not  always 
very  zealoua  recruits.  The  duties  of  the  camp  were 
harassing,  the  labours  on  the  works  were  wearying ; 
before  ihenx  lay  a  dreary  and  dangerous  march. 
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behind  them  the  pleasant  villages  and  well-«tored 
homesteads  of  New  England.  The  temptation  was 
strong,  the  principle  of  resistance  weak.  Appeals  to 
patriotism,  stringent  orders,  and  moderate  punish- 
ments proved  ine£fectual ;  still  by  twos  and  threes, 
and  at  length  by  scores,  Amherst's  army  melted 
away  into  the  neighbouring  forests.  The  last 
example  became  necessary ;  a  general  court-martial 
sentenced  two  deserters,  Dunwood  and  Ward,  to 
death,  and  they  were  immediately  executed.  Despite 
this  terrible  warning,  despite  all  promises  and  threats, 
the  vile  treason  still  prevaOed,  especially  among  the 
Provincials ;  two  other  traitors,  Rogers  and  Harris, 
were  also  apprehended,  convicted,  and  shot. 

An  insidious  attempt  to  examine  the  British 
strength  under  the  pretext  of  a  flag  of  truce  from 
M.  de  Bourlemaque,  waa  frustrated  by  Amherst's 
vigilance ;  he  would  not  suffer  the  French  officers 
to  enter  the  camp,  but  examined  the  dispatches, 
and  returned  answer  while  they  remained  at  a 
suitable  distance.  The  general's  active  care  could 
not  protect  the  frontier  settlers  from  the  atrocious 
cruelties  of  the  French  and  Indians;  although 
scouting  parties  were  constantly  moving  through 
the  forests,  the  subtle  and  ferocious  enemy  eluded 
their  vigilance,  and  scalped  men,  women,  and 
children  without  mercy.  These  outrages  gave  riss 
to  the  following  order  by  Amherst,  which  he  found 
means  to  forward  to  the  governor  of  Canada  and 
his  general : — 

"  No  scouting  party,  or  others  in  the  army,  are  to 
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scalp  women  or  children  belonging  to  the  enemy. 
They  are,  if  possible,  to  take  them  prisoners ;  but 
not  to  injure  them  on  any  account  The  general 
being  determined,  should  the  enemy  continue  to 
murder  and  scalp  women  and  children,  who  are  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Brit^,  to  revenge  it 
by  the  death  of  two  men  of  the  enemy  for  every 
woman  or  child  murdered  by  them." 

It  were  a  needless  pain  to  dwell  upon  the  cruel- 
ties of  this  bloody  war.  Our  countrymen  must 
bear  their  share,  although  not  an  equal  sdiare,  of 
the  deep  disgrace.  The  contending  parties  readily 
acquired  the  fiendidi  ingenuity  in  torture  of  their 
Indian  allies ;  the  Frenchman  soon  became  as  ex- 
pert as  his  Red  teacher  in  tearing  the  scalp  from 
a  prostrate  enemy ;  and  even  the  British  soldier 
counted  these  odious  trophies  with  unnatural 
triumph.  In  the  exterminating  strife,  the  thirst  of 
blood  became  strong  and  deep,  and  was  slaked, 
not  only  in  the  life-streams  of  the  armed  foe, 
but  in  that  of  the  aged,  the  maimed,  the  help- 
less  woman,  and  the  innocent  child.  The  peaceful 
hamlet  and  the  smiling  corn-field  excited  hostile 
fary  alike  with  the  camp,  the  intrenchment,  and  the 
fort,  and  shared  in  their  destruction,  when  the 
defenders  were  overpowered.  Yet  still  over  these 
murdered  corpses  and  scenes  of  useless  desolation, 
the  spotless  flag  of  France  and  the  Red  Cross  of 
St.  George  waved  in  alternate  triumph,  proudly  and 
remorselessly,  by  their  symbolic  presence  sanction, 
ing  the  disgraceful  strife. 


itizecoy  Google 


242  THB  CONQUEST  OF  CAFADA. 

The  greater  part  of  the  troops,  artilleiy,  and 
Btorea  being  now  arrived,  the  general  advanced  from 
Fort  Edward  on  the  2l8t  June,  with  about  6000 
men  in  two  columns ;  he  visited  the  several  posts 
established  on  the  communications  by  the  way,  and 
that  night  encamped  on  the  woody  banks  of  Lake 
George,  where  the  following  morning  he  traced  out 
the  plan  of  a  small  fort*  The  remainder  of  the 
troops  and  the  boats  were  brought  up  to  this  point 
with  all  dispatch,  but  the  difficulties  of  t^e  carryiog- 
place,  the  intense  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
badness  of  the  roads  proved  harassing  impediments 
to  the  British  chief.  During  these  delays  several 
nnimportant  affairs  occurred  between  our  advanced' 
parties  and  the  French  light  troops  and  Indians, 
which  usoally  ended  in  favour  of  the  enemy.  How- 
ever the  time  was  profitably  employed  by  Captain 
Loring  of  the  navy,  who  exerted  himself  bravely 
and  successfully  in  the  arrangements  for  embarka^ 
tion;  he  raised,  rigged,  and  armed  the  sloop  Halifax, 
and  also  a  floating  battery  of  eight  heavy  guns,  both  of 
which  had  been  sunk  in  the  last  campaign.  On  the 
21st  of  July,  all  was  in  readiness,  the  troops  and 
stores  had  arrived ;  the  army  embarked  upon  the 
Lake. 

The  force  with  which  General  Amherst  now  under- 
took the  invasion  of  Canada,  consisted  of  111  of  the 
Boyal   Artillery,   having   under   charge  fifty-four 

'  Thie  is  tb«  Fort  Qeoi^e  marked  in  modem  maps,  aoarij  in  Uie 
nme  Bpot  where  Fort  William  Henry  formerly  stood- 
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pieces  of  ordnance  of  variouB  descriptions ;  six 
battalions  of  Regulars,  numbering,  officers  included^ 
fi743men;  nine  battalions  of  Frorincials,'' with  a  regi- 
ment of  ligbt  infantry,  newly  r^sed  and  commanded 
by  General  Gage,  6279  men,  in  all  numbering  11,133. 
This  army  crossed  the  Lake  in  four  columns :  the 
following  day  it  reached  the  second  Narrows  without 
interruption  except  from  the  roughness  of  the 
weather,  and  landed  near  the  spot  where  Aber- 
cromby  had  disembarked  the  year  before.  The 
British  vanguard,  composed  principally  of  light 
troops,  pushed  on  rapidly  into  the  bush,  and  soon 
fell  upon  a  detachment  of  the  Regiment  de  Berry 
and  some  Indians,  commanded  by  Captain  Boumie ; 
the  French  were  instantly  overpowered  and  dis- 
persed, two  were  "made  prisoners,  and  four  were 
scalped ;  their  wounded  they  carried  off  with  them 
in  their  flight."  Amherst  followed  with  his  main 
body  in  good  order,  and  took  up  a  position  of  great 
strength  near  the  Saw-mills.  He  learned  from  the 
French  prisoners  that  M.  de  Bourlemaque  com- 
manded at  Carillon,  his  garrison  three  battalions  of 

'  "  Fonr  hundred  of,  tliese  jimag  troops  (Provindftb)  ore  to  bo 
Btationed  here.  ,  .  .  The  privateB  ue  a  poor,  mean,  ragged  aet  of 
meD,  of  all  aizee  and  ages  ;  their  officen  are  sober,  modest  moD,  and 
BDch  of  them  as  have  been  upon  serrice,  express  themselres  very  dis- 
tinctly and  sensibly  ;  bnt  their  ideas,  Uke  those  who  hare  not  been 
out  of  their  own  country,  or  oonrersed  much  with  Europeana,  are 
naturally  confined ;  they  make  a  decent  appearance,  beiag  clothed 
in  blue,  faced  with  scarlet,  gilt  buttons,  laced  waistcoats  and 
hate  ;  bat  their  ordinary  soldiers  have  no  nnifonns,  nor  do  they 
affect  any  kind  (tf  regularity." — Kuox's  Mttorical  Journal,  vol.  i., 
p.  237. 

s  2 
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Regulars,  a  large  body  of  Canadian  militia,  and  Bome 
Indian^  in  all  3400  men. 

That  night  the  British  troops  lay  on  their  arms, 
and  at  earliest  dawn  the  heavy  sound  of  the  ad- 
Tancing  artillery  warned  the  French  that  a  for- 
midable attack  was  about  to  open  upon  the  lines 
under  the  shelt^  of  which  tiieir  brilliant  victory  of 
the  preceding  year  had  been  gained.  They  ventured 
not  to  try  the  issue  of  a  second  combat  against  a 
different  chief,  and,  abandoning  the  bloodstained 
breastworks,  fell  back  upon  the  neighbouring  fort 
The  grenadiers  of  the  English  Regulars  immediately 
occupied  the  deserted  intrenchments,  and  the  rest 
of  the  army  encamped  at  a  short  distance  to  the 
rear. 

In  the  centre  of  these  remarkable  Unes,  the  French 
had,  in  celebration  of  the  victory  of  Carillon,  erected 
a  lofty  cross,  whidi  still  remained;  a  deep  grave 
was  sunk  before  it,  and  on  the  cross  was  affixed  a 
plate  of  brass,  with  this  inscription : — 

"  Pono  princtpei  eonim  ucut  Oreb  et  Zebec  et  Zalmanna." 

The  French  kept  np  a  warm  fire  from  the  fort 
upon  the  position  where  the  British  lay  encamped, 
but  the  great  height  and  strength  of  the  breast- 
works erected  for  their  own  defence  now  sheltered 
their  enemies,  and  rendered  the  shower  of  shot  and 
shells  perfectly  harmless.  Tlie  preparations  for  the 
siege  rapidly  progressed,  and  the  garrison  were 
apparently  equally  vigorous  in  dispositions  for  de- 
fence; butM.deBourlemaque  soon  perceived  that  the 
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English  general  poBsessed  the  skill  and  determina- 
tion, as  well  as  the  necessary  force,  to  insure 
success ;  he  tberrfore  silently  abandoned  the  fort  on 
the  night  of  the  23rd,  leaving  400  men  to  continue 
such  a  resistance  as  might  mask  the  retreat  of  his 
army.  This  small  but  gallant  band,  while  their 
countrymen  filed  cautiously  down  towards  the  Lake, 
made  a  sudden  attack  upon  the  advanced  guard  in 
Hie  besi^ers*  trenches,  killed  and  wounded  sixteen 
men,  and  caused  such  confUsion  that  in  the  darkness 
of  the  night  the  British  fired  upon  each  other. 

On  the  24:th  and  25th,  the  remaining  Frendi  in 
the  fort  kept  np  a  continuous  fire  upon  the  besiegers' 
camp,  and  having  ascertained  the  range,  caused 
much  annoyance  and  some  loss.  Colonel  Townshend, 
a  brave  and  beloved  ofBcer, — the  Lord  Howe  of 
Amherst's  army, — was  struck  down  by  a  cannon 
shot  in  the  trenches,  and  he  instantly  expired,  to 
the  gr^t  grief  of  all  who  knew  him.  Meanwhile 
the  English  approach^  were  advanced  within  600 
yards  of  the  fort,  and  the  Indians,  under  M^jor 
Rogers,  harassed  the  defenders  with  a  continuous 
fire  firom  the  advanced  works.  At  ten  o'dock  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  some  deserters  to  the  British 
camp  informed  the  general  that  the  French  had 
abandoned  the  fort,  but  that  they  had  left  every 
gun  loaded  and  pointed,  several  mines  charged  for 
the  utter  destruction  of  the  defences,  and  a  lighted 
Aise  communicating  with  the  well-stored  powder 
magazine.  While  they  yet  spoke,  an  awful  ex- 
plosion, bursting  upon  the  silence  of  the  night. 
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confirmed  the  tale;  then,  from  under  the  dense 
doud  of  smoke  and  dust,  and  the  shower  of  burning 
embers,  arose  the  flames  of  the  wooden  breastworks, 
barracks,  and  stores,  while  at  intervals,  from  the 
mass  of  fire,  the  yellow  flash  of  the  bursting  guns, 
and  the  exploding  mines,  varied  the  tints  of  the 
light  that  fell  far  and  near  upon  the  Lake  and  the 
surrounding  forest. 

The  retreat  of  the  French  had  been  so  hurried, 
that  they  were  unable  to  give  warning  to  theur 
scouting  parties,  who,  on  returning  to  the  fort,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  English.  Colonel  Haviland, 
with  some  Rangers'  and  light  troops  in  &st  boats, 
pursued  the  flying  enemy  across  the  Lake,  and 
succeeded  in  capturing  some  batteaux  laden  with 
powder,  and  sixteen  prisoners.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning  a  seijeant  of  the  British  R^^ilajre  volun- 
teered for  the  dangerous  duty  of  entering  the 
burning  fort,  to  strike  the  French  flag  and  raise  that 
of  England  in  its  place ;  he  succeeded,  and  carried 

*  "  The  Rangen  hare  got  a  new  uniform  clothing  :  the  ground  is 
black  ratteen  or  frieze,  lapelled  and  cuffed  with  blue.  Here  foUows  a 
description  of  their  dresg  :  a  waiat^oat  with  Bleeree,  a  short  jacket 
without  aleeres  ;  onlj  arm-holes,  and  wings  to  the  shonlders  (in  like 
Duuiner  as  the  grenadiers  and  drummers  of  the  army)  ;  white  metal 
buttons,  linen  or  canvas  drawers,  with  a  bine  skirt,  or  short  petticoat 
of  stuff,  made  with  a  waistband  and  one  button :  this  is  open  before, 
and  does  not  extend  quite  to  their  knees  :  a  pur  of  leggins  of  the 
ume  colour  with  their  coat,  which  reach  up  to  die  middle  of  tiieir 
thigli  (without  flaps),  and  from  the  calf  of  the  leg  downwards  they 
button  like  Bpatterdashes.  With  tbia  actiTe  dress  they  wear  blue 
bonnets,  and,  I  think,  in  a  great  measure  resemble  our  Highlanders." 
— Eoox'e  Sittorical  Journal,  rol,  i.,  p.  238. 
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the  white  haaner  in  safety  to  his  general.  Sooa 
afterwajrds  a  detachment  was  sent  to  extinguish 
the  flames,  and  save  any  guns  which  yet  might 
hare  remained  uninjured.  This  object  was  accom- 
plished with  some  difficulty  but  no  loss.  No 
more  than  seventy-six  men  of  the  British  force  had 
been  killed  and  wounded  in  all  the  preceding 
operations. 

Amherst  set  vigorously  to  work  in  repairing  the 
fort  of  Ticonderc^a;  most  of  the  ramparts,  the 
covered  way.  and  the  walls  of  the  buildings  remained 
uninjured  ;  his  principal  exertions  were  therefore 
employed  in  levelling  his  own  now  useless  siege 
works,  and  completing  the  road  from  the  shore. 
Meanwhile  CaptainLoring  stiU  laboured  to  strengthen 
the  British  naval  power  on  the  Lake ;  he  weighed 
some  French  batteaux  which  had  been  sunk,  and 
constructed  a  brig  with  all  possible  dispatch.  The 
general  was  intent  in  the  meantime  on  forwarding 
the  main  objects  of  the  campaign.  Crown  Point 
was  the  next  obstacle  to  be  overcome;  little  was 
known  as  to  its  defences  or  situation,  but  it  at  least 
was  not  guarded  by  the  gloomy  memories  which 
had  hung  around  the  neighbouring  stronghold  of 
Ticonderoga. 

M^'or  Rogers,  who  had  so  often  proved  his  activity 
and  skill,  was  pushed  on  with  about  200  Rangers  to 
feel  the  strengUi  of  the  enemy  and  examine  the 
position  of  Crown  Point ;  his  orders  were  to  seize 
some  strong  and  safe  post  near  the  fort,  and  in  case 
of  attack  to  hold  out  at  all  hazards  until  relieved  by 
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tiie  adruicing  army.  After  a  little  fruiUess  skir- 
mishing and  scalping,  the  Rangers  established  them- 
selves in  a  commanding  situation,  but  on  the  let  of 
August  intelligence  arrired  which  proved  that  all 
precautions  had  been  needless :  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  Crown  Point.  A  small  English  detach- 
ment immediately  took  possession,  but  Amherst, 
with  the  main  army,  did  not  arrive  till  the  4th. 
He  then  encamped  his  troops  and  traced  out  the 
lines  of  a  new  fort,  as  a  defence  in  future  against 
the  savage  scalping  partis  which  had  so  long  been 
a  terror  to  the  frontier  settlers  of  New  York. 

The  skilful  and  cautious  movements  of  the  British 
general  had  thus,  with  scarcely  any  loss,  secured 
possession  of  the  two  important  strongholds  which 
ruled  the  destiny  of  the  long  disputed  Lakes:  where 
his  predecessor  had  not  only  been  baffled,  but  had 
received  a  terrible  chastisement,  he  with  an  inferiw 
power  had  almost  uninterruptedly  won  his  way,  and 
overcome  all  opposition  more  by  demonstration 
than  by  force.  The  country,  now  thus  cheaply  won, 
was  rich  and  beautiful ;  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
magnificent  forests  and  verdant  turf  alternated  on 
the  undulations  of  the  landscape,  down  to  the  margin 
of  the  transparent  Lake.  The  sugar-tree  and 
various  fruits  and  flowers  abounded  in  the  sunny 
Tallies,  and  the  scent  of  aromatic  herbs  filled  the 
pure  air  with  a  delightful  perfume.  Deep  was  the 
sorrow  of  the  French  when  they  abandoned  for 
ever  that  lovely  land  which  had  been  adorned  by 
their  taste  and  industry,  strengthened  by  their  skill 
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and  toil,  defended  by  their  best  blood,  and  endeared 
to  their  vain  but  gaUant  hearts  by  memories  of 
glorious  victory. 

The  orders  of  H.  de  Bourlemaque  w^e  to  impede 
more  than  to  reast  the  overwhelming  British  force. 
The  naval  superiority  which  he  still  retained  upon 
the  Lakes,  enabled  him  to  carry  out  these  orders 
despite  the  vigour  and  skill  of  his  opponent ;  but 
his  losses  in  material,  if  not  in  life  and  honour, 
were  considerable.  Besides  a  large  quantity  of  guns, 
anmiunition,  and  stores  sunk  or  destroyed,  several 
pieces  of  cannon  of  various  sizes,  some  swivels, 
small  arms,  powder  and  intrenching  tools  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  English. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  Amherst  was  informed  by 
deserters  that  the  French  had  encamped  on  Isle  aux 
Noix,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Lake  Chunplain, 
where  a  strong  position  gave  them  the  command  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Richelieu  River.  Joined  by  some 
anall  detachments,  sufficient  to  repair  their  losses 
by  defection  and  in  the  field,  they  still  mustered 
8500  men ;  100  pieces  of  cannon,  and  four  armed 
vessels  commanded  by  naval  officers,  and  manned 
by  picked  soldiers  of  the  line,  enabled  them  even  yet 
to  offer  a  formidable  &ont. 

The  fate  of  this  portion  of  the  campaign  now 
evidently  turned  upon  the  relative  strength  of  the 
contending  parties  on  the  waters  of  the  Lake. 
Amherst's  great  superiority  of  troops  was  unavail- 
able while  French  vessels  cruized  triumphantly 
between  him  and  his  enemy.  He  therefore  stimulated 
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Captain  LoriDg  to  increased  exertions ;  on  the  I7th 
a  large  raft  to  carry  six  heavy  guns  was  com- 
menced. But  the  enemy  were  also  active,  and  in  a 
fortnight  afterwards  launched  a  new  vessel  pierced 
for  sixteen  guns.  On  the  3d  of  September  the 
English  began  the  construction  of  a  sloop  equal  in 
size  to  that  of  the  French.  It  was  not  however  till 
the  11th  of  October  that  the  raft,  the  brig  from 
Ticonderoga,  and  the  new  sloop  were  ready  for 
action.  And  already  the  bleak  autumnal  winds 
were  sweeping  over  the  Lake ;  the  nights  fell  dark 
and  chill ;  the  dreary  winter  approached  when 
no  zeal  or  courage  could  avail  an  invading  force. 
Montcalm  had  therefore  insomuch  succeeded,  and 
Amherst  failed,  iu  their  several  objects :  the  main 
force  of  the  British  army  was  destined  once  i^in 
to  waste  its  strength  upon  the  very  threshold 
of  Canada*,  and  played  no  part  of  real  importance 
in  the  great  results  which  the  hand  of  Providence 
directed  surely  but  unexpectedly  elsewhere. 

In  consequence  of  intelligence  received  of  General 
Prideaux's  death  before  Niagara,  Brigadier-General 

* "  Dear  Sir, — Let  no  perauauon  or  plaosible  reason  determine  jon 
to  leave  tlie  plan  of  operotioos  bj  the  River  St.  Lawrence.  To  go  bjr 
ibe  Lakes,  through  wild  and  almost  inaccessible  forests,  has  already 
proTed  dangeroDB,  tedious,  and  expensiTe  ;  will  prolong  die  war,  and 
at  the  same  time  enrich  your  commanders  and  contractors.  What  is 
more,  we  hare  seen  that  our  Regulars  do  not  fight  well  in  woods :  the 
Indian  yell  is  horrid  to  their  ears,  and  soon  throws  diem  into  confu- 
Non.  If  France  had  the  superiority  at  sea  we  now  enjoy,  they  wouM 
not  leave  ns  a  single  province  or  colony  in  all  North  or  South 
America."— Mr.  Beckford's  LttUr  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Fontliill,  Dec.,  1758 ; 
Ckatkam  CorrespondenM,  rd.  i.,  p.  378. 
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Gage  had  been  dispatched  by  Amherst  on  the  28th 
of  July  to  join  that  army,  and  the  second  battalion 
of  the  Royal  Highlanders  was  also  sent  from  head- 
quarters to  Osvego  to  support  if  necessary  the 
movement  in  the  west  Gage  had  been  instructed, 
in  case  of  the  reduction  of  Niagara,  to  take  post 
immediately  at  a  place  called  La  Galette,  a  position 
commanding  the  entrance  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
from  Lake  Ontaria  Amherst  knew  that  the  occupa- 
tion of  this  post  was  so  essential  for  the  security  of 
the  British  frontiers  from  the  enemy's  scalping 
parties,  that  on  the  receipt  of  Gage's  dispatch  he 
instantly  sent  Migor  Christie  to  the  brigadier  to 
repeat  and  enforce  his  former  orders.  The  diifi- 
culties  in  the  way  of  this  movement  were,  however, 
considerable,  and  General  Gage  had  conceived  him- 
self justified  in  representing  them  to  his  chief,  and 
deferring  the  execution  of  his  orders  until  a  more 
favourable  opportunity.  Meanwhile  the  dreary 
winter  advanced  apace,  and  difficulty  became  impos- 
sibility :  to  Amherst's  infinite  chagrin  this  important 
operation  was  necessarily  postponed  to  another 
year. 

General  Gage  does  not  appear  to  have  sufBciently 
fdt  the  impoHance  of  fulfilling  the  portion  of  the 
great  scheme  which  fell  to  his  lot;  doubtless  the 
difficulties  in  his  path  were  many  and  formidable, 
but  it  was  to  overcome  difficulties  that  he  was 
selected  for  the  proud  post  of  leader  to  thousands  of 
gallant  men.  His  first  duty  assuredly  was  to 
fulfil  the  task  confided  to  him,  upon  which  perhaps 
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the  success  or  &iliire  of  the  campaign,  and  his 
countiy's  glory  might  depend.  One  object  lay  dis- 
tinctly before  him ;  in  accomplishing  that  object  he 
could  not  hare  been  too  cautious,  or  too  precious  of 
his  men ;  but  rather  than  abandon  the  enterprise, 
and  fail  in  his  share  of  the  combination,  £ar  better 
would  it  have  been  for  England's  cause  and  hia 
own  honour  had  he  dared  the  worst  dangers  of  the 
trackless  wilderness  and  of  the  stormy  Lake. 

Meanwhile  General  Amherst  sent  Captain  Ken- 
nedy with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  warlike  Indians  of 
St.  Fran9ois,  offering  them  peace  and  amity ;  their 
populous  village  lay  at  the  western  extremity  of 
Lake  St.  Franipois.  The  savages,  however,  detained 
the  British  officer  and  his  party  as  prisoners, 
and  returned  no  answer  to  their  communica- 
tions. Amherst  promptly  determined  to  inflict  the 
severest  chastisement  for  the  insult  The  expedition 
undertaken  for  this  purpose  waa  perhaps  the  most 
daring  and  extraordinary  of  any  during  the  progress 
of  the  war. 

Early  in  October,  200  men  w^re  sent  against  the 
Indians  of  St  Fran9ois  under  the  conunand  of  M^or 
Rogers,  an  officer  already  distinguished  for  courage 
and  ability.  His  orders  were  to  inflict  condign 
punishment  on  the  warriors  of  this  tribe  for  a  long 
arrear  of  cruelties  and  atrocities  committed  tipon  the 
unprotected  British  settlers,  but  to  spare  all  women 
and  children.  A  glance  at  the  map  of  North 
America  will  show  the  great  distance  of  the  point  of 
attack  from  Amherst's  head-quarters;  the  route  lay 
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through  one  vast  forest,  utterly  a  wilderness, 
and  untrodden  bj  human  foot,  except  where  the 
invaders'  deadly  enemies  lay  in  wait,  or  scoured 
the  country  for  their  destruction.  The  casualties 
and  hardships  of  the  march  reduced  Rogers's 
small  detachment  by  more  than  a  fourth  of  its 
strength ;  the  survivors,  however,  came  in  sight  of 
the  Indian  village  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd  day. 
The  leader  left  his  men  in  a  place  of  concealment, 
and  went  forward  alone  with  necessary  caution  to 
observe  the  enemy.  For  several  hours  he  hovered 
about,  now  approaching  close  to  the  dangerous  scen^ 
now  again  falling  back  into  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  and  still  darker  shades  of  the  forest,  until  he 
had  at  length  fUlly  informed  hnaiself  of  the  situation 
and  state  of  the  village.  It  so  chanced  that  the 
savj^es  were  engaged  in  celebrating  some  of  their 
wild  and  mysterious  rites ;  they  danced  and  shouted 
fiuiondy,  and  devoured  the  war-feast  with  ravenous 
zeaL  At  length  they  lay  down  to  ^ep,  exhausted 
by  fittigue  and  repletion.  Major  Rogers,  satisfied 
with  his  observations,  returned  to  his  party  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

A  little  before  dawn  the  Enghsh  detachment 
marched  silently  to  within  500  yards  of  the  sleep- 
ing village,  and  laid  aside  their  packs  and  all 
other  incumbrwices.  Not  a  sound  arose,  not  a 
limb  moved  among  the  Indians;  in  the  fatal  con- 
fidence of  savage  tactics  not  a  scout  or  sentinel  was 
placed  to  give  notice  of  impending  danger.  When  the 
sun  had  aJready  risen,  but  not  yet  gained  sufficient 
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strength  to  reach  the  drowsy  eyes  of  the  sliun- 
berers,  Rogers  formed  his  men  and  gave  the  long 
wished  for  order  to  attack;  with  a  loud  cry  of 
vengeance  they  burst  upon  the  sleeping  village. 
The  surprise  was  complete;  the  Indians  had  no 
time  to  arm  or  resist;  they  were  slain  without 
mercjr;  many  never  wakened,  others  were  struck 
down  at  the  doors  of  their  huts  as  they  endeavoured 
to  fly ;  some  few  escaped  to  the  Great  River,  but 
were  pursued  by  the  English,  and  with  their  frail 
canoes  swamped  in  the  waters.  The  conquerors 
then  fired  the  village,  saving  only  three  houses 
where  com  was  stored ;  the  wretched  savages 
who  had  concealed  themselves  in  the  cellars  and 
lofts  perished  in  the  flames.  By  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  destruction  was  accomplished,  and 
more  than  200  Indian  warriors  were  slain.  Women 
and  diildren  were  spared  by  the  sword,  but  doubt- 
less many  must  have  perished  in  the  fire,  and  in  the 
confusion  of  the  strife ;  twenty  were  taken  alive,  six 
of  these  however  only  were  detained,  the  rest  re- 
ceived the  scant  mercy  of  freedom  to  wander  back 
to  their  mined  homes,  and  to  the  now  lonely  hunting- 
grounds  of  their  tribe. 

Five  English  captives  were  released  from  slavery 
by  this  success,  and  taken  under  the  protection  of 
their  countrymen.  The  loss  to  the  victors  was  very 
slight ;  one  friendly  Indian  was  killed,  and  Captain 
Ogden  with  six  men  were  wounded.  The  situation 
of  tiie  little  detachment  was  however  most  perUous ; 
the  prisoners  informed  Miyor  Rogers  that  a  party  of 
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300  French  vith  some  savages  had  discovered  and 
seized  his  boats,  down  the  river,  about  four  miles 
from  the  village  of  St  Fran^oiB ;  he  could  not  doubt 
the  truth  of  this  unwelcome  news,  for  they  told  him 
the  exact  number  of  his  boats  and  described  the 
place  where  they  had  been  left  He  also  learned 
that  another  force  of  200  French  and  16  Indians 
lay  in  wut  for  him  higher  up  the  stream.  The 
English  of&cers  held  a  hurried  council  on  their 
almost  desperate  position,  and  agreed  unani- 
mously that  the  only  chance  of  safety  lay  in  a 
return  to  the  British  settlements  by  the  upper 
branches  of  the  Ck>unecticut  River.  This  route 
was  attended  with  toils  and  hardships  well  nigh 
incredible. 

Rogers  marched  his  detachment  for  eight  suc- 
cessive days  to  the  south-east  without  interruption, 
but  provisions  began  to  fail,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  divide  his  people  into  small  parties,  that  each 
might  provide  for  themselves  as  they  best  could. 
A  guide  was  appointed  to  every  division,  and  they 
parted  near  the  beautiful  shores  of  Lake  Memphra- 
magog,  vnth  orders  to  re-assemble  at  the  point 
where  the  Amansook  pours  into  the  Connecticut 
River  -.  th^e  the  provident  chief  had  before  caused  a 
dep6t  of  provisions  to  be  prepared.  Major  Rogers 
and  his  party  reached  the  place  of  meeting  in  safety 
on  the  5th  of  November,  worn  out  with  &tigue  and 
cold,  and  almost  famished. 

Another  party,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  George 
Campbell  of  the  Ranger^  underwent  trials  more 
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severe  than  any  of  their  companions  had  snffered. 
At  one  time,  they  were  four  days  without  a  morsel 
of  food ;  they  had  wandered  from  the  direct  ronte, 
and  knew  not  whither  they  went.  The  weak  in 
mind  went  mad  from  suffering  and  despair;  the 
weak  in  body  sank.  They  had  already  devoured 
their  leather  straps,  and  the  covers  of  their  cartonch 
boxes :  no  resource  and  but  a  fiunt  glimmering  of 
hope  remained.  At  length,  on  the  28th  of  October, 
in  crossing  a  sm^  stream  dammed  up  with  logs, 
they  espied  some  human  bodies,  scalped  and  horribly 
mangled,  probably  the  corpses  of  their  companions. 
Their  furious  hunger  knew  no  restr^nt ;  they  did 
not  wait  even  for  a  fire  to  prepare  the  ghastly 
banquet,  but  ate  like  beasts  of  prey ;  then  collecting 
carefully  the  remnants,  piu'sued  their  journey. 
A  squirrel  and  a  few  roots  helped  to  keep  them  aUve 
till  the  4th  of  Kovember,  when  to  their  unutterable 
joy  they  saw  a  boat  on  the  Connecticut  River,  sent 
by  Rogere  to  their  relief.  On  the  7th  they  rejoined 
their  companions. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  insignificant  o>n- 
dusion  of  General  Amherst's  campaign.  On  the 
10th  of  October,  the  brig  arrived  from  Ticonderoga 
with  eighteen  guns ;  seventy  seamen  and  sixty 
soldiers  embarked  as  marines:  the  following  day 
the  little  fleet  was  completed,  by  the  arrival  of  the 
new  sloop  carrying  sixteen  guns,  sixty  sailors,  and 
fifty  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Grant  of  Montgomery's  Highlanders.  In  the  after- 
noon the  troops  embarked  for  Isle  aux  Noix  in  the 
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batteaux ;  the  armed  vessels  got  out  first,  and  sailed 
np  the  Lake  with  a  fair  wind,  the  army  following  in 
four  divisions.  As  night  fell,  lights  were  hoisted  on 
board  the  brigantine  and  Great  Radeau,  to  guide 
the  expedition.  In  the  grey  of  the  morning,  some 
guns  were  suddenly  heard  in  the  advance,  and  a 
message  was  sent  to  the  general  that  his  armed 
vessels  were  in  action  with  those  of  the  French.  He 
hastened  to  the  front,  and  soon  discovered  the 
mistalce.  The  batteaux  containing  a  wing  of  the 
42nd  Regiment,  under  Major  Reid,  had  gone  astray 
in  the  night,  and  got  unexpectedly  among  the 
enemy's  sloops ;  the  first  light  of  day  revealed  the 
dangerous  error,  and  they  happily  ran  the  gauntlet 
of  the  French  guns  in  safety.  One  boat,  however, 
with  a  lieutenant  and  twenty  men,  being  very 
&r  in  advance,  could  not  effect  an  escape,  and  was 
captured.  The  enem3r's  squadron,  content  with  this 
small  advantage,  crowded  all  sail,  and  disappeared 
among  the  numerous  islands.  Towards  the  evening 
of  the  12th  the  wind  increased,  and  the  waters  of 
the  Lake  rose  into  formidable  waves ;  the  light 
batteaux  and  clumsy  rafts  were  equally  unfit  to 
face  this  boisterous  weather.  The  general  was  most 
unwillingly  compelled  to  order  the  expedition  to 
seek  the  shelter  of  a  neighbouring  bay  on  the 
western  shore,  where  commodious  anchorage  oppor- 
tunely offered.  The  troops  were  then  landed,  and 
allowed  to  stretch  their  cramped  limbs,  while  Gage's 
light  infantry  scoured  the  adjacent  forest  to  guard 
against  surpise;  at   the  same  time,   the  Rangers 
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disembarked  on  an  island  that  commanded  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  overlooked  the  Lake. 
Meanwhile,  despite  the  angry  ski^  Captain  Loring 
with  the  armed  vessels  still  stoutly  kept  at  sea.  and 
strove  with  untiring  zeal  to  bring  the  enemy  to 
action.  At  daylight  in  the  morning  he  had  caught 
s^ht  of  a  French  schooner,  about  forty-five  miles 
down  the  Lake,  and  crowded  all  sail  in  her  pursuit ; 
but  ignorant  of  the  navigation  in  those  strange 
waters,  he  had  run  two  of  his  vessels  ashore.  After 
much  exertion,  however,  he  succeeded  in  getting 
them  off.  At  length,  to  his  great  joy,  he  espied  the 
three  hostile  sloops,  and  immediately  gave  chase 
with  all  the  sail  he  could  carry.  The  French, 
finding  escape  impossible,  ran  for  a  small  bay  on 
the  western  shore,  drove  one  of  their  vessels  aground, 
and  sunk  the  two  others.  The  crews,  under  their 
commandant,  M.  de  Bolabarras,  made  their  escape 
through  the  woods,  after  having  encountered  extreme 
difficulty  and  hardship. 

The  deepening  shades  of  evening  prevented  the 
English  from  seeing  the  catastrophe  of  the  enemy's 
squadron,  and  rendered  it  difficult  or  impossible  for 
them  to  pursue  into  the  rocky  shallows ;  they  there- 
fore prepared  as  they  best  could  to  brave  out  the 
stormy  night,  and  cast  anchor  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay.  When  daylight  came  they  saw  the  abandoned 
vessels ;  the  French  schooner  however  had  escaped. 
Captain  Loring  left  Lieutenant  Grant  with  the  sloop 
to  endeavour  to  save  the  stranded  vessel,  with  her 
guns,  stores,  and  rigging;  he  himsdf  again  put  out 
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into  the  Lake  in  pursuit  of  the  only  hostile  sail  now 
left  upon  the  waters. 

The  storm  continued  to  the  1 5th  of  October,  on 
the  16th  there  was  frost,  on  the  17th  a  contrary 
wind  again  rose.  During  all  this  time  General 
Amherst  was  forced  to  remain  inactive.  Every  hour 
was  precious ;  the  fiite  of  the  campaign,  his  fame 
and  England's  interests  might  hare  hung  upon  his 
movements,  and  he  did  not  stir.  By  flags  of  truce 
and  letters  of  ceremony  from  the  hostile  chief,  he 
had  received  information,  vilely,  that  a  British 
fleet  lay  before  Quebec  that  combats  had  been 
fought,  and  blood  had  freely  flowed,  and  whUe  the 
balance  of  victory  trembled  under  the  walls  of  the 
great  stronghold,  he,  with  his  overwhelming  power, 
lay  helpless  as  in  a  nightmare  on  the  banks  of  the 
stormy  Lake.' 

On  the  18th  the  waters  became  somewhat  calmer, 
and  a  south  wind  blew  gently  up  Lake  Champlain. 
Amherst  made  one  other  effort ;  the  troops  were 
once  more  hurried  into  the  batteaux,  and  the 
expedition  pushed  on  to  the  north.  They  reached 
in  a  few  hours  the  bay  where  the  French  vessels 
had  been  driven  ashore  a  few  days  previously ;  there 

*  "  Ha  durent  ^rocuer  encore  1»  position  de  Fort  Frtidrio  (Crown 
Point).  Toutefois  leur  commandant,  Burl&maqae,  Be  fortlfia  a  I'Ue  aux 
Hoix,  a  I'extr^mit^  du  Lao  Champlain ;  et  comme  il  avoit  encor«  sons 
Ml  ordres  troia  milte  cinq  cents  hommea,  il  r^ussit  a  fermer  le  cbemin 
de  Quebec  aa  Q^n^ral  Amherst,  et  a  I'emp&her  de  seconder  I'attaqne 
du  Q^^ral  Wolf  econtre  cette  ville." — Siamondi,  Sutoire  dei  IVan^ait, 
Tol.  xxix.,  eh.  lir. 
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again,  however,  the  uncertain  winds  veered  round ; 
the  douds  darkened  in  the  north,  and  a  chill  blast 
swept  down  the  Lake,  ploughing  the  angry  waters. 
The  British  general  was  now  finally  baffled ;  winter 
had  almost  commenced;  he  had  no  hope  of  grappling 
with  the  enemy  b^ore  the  season  closed ;  the  fate 
of  Quebec  must,  ere  then,  have  been  decided ;  there 
was  much  to  risk  and  little  to  gain  by  another  effort 
upon  the  Lakes.  Nothing  was  Irft  but  to  prepare 
for  the  inglorious  step  of  disposing  his  army  in 
winter  quarters.  Amherst  therefore  fell  back  upon 
Crown  Point  on  the  21  st,  directed  the  completion  of 
the  defences,  made  roads  and  bridges,  and  nursed 
the  Provincials  who  had  become  uncommonly  sickly. 
Thus  ended  his  campaign. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

The  expedition  against  Niagara  consisted  of  a 
detachment  of  tlie  Royal  Artillery,  the  44th  and 
46th  British  regiments,  the  4th  battalion  of  the 
Rxjyal  Americans,  tvffi  battalions  of  New  York  Pro- 
vincials, and  a  large  body  of  Indians  under  Sir 
William  Johnson;  Brigadier  Prideaux  commanded 
in  chief.  On  the  20th  of  May  the  troops  commenced 
their  advance  from  Schenectady,  where  they  had 
assembled,  and  moved  upon  Oswego;  they  embarked 
on  Lake  Ontario  from  that  port  on  the  1st  of  July,, 
after  a  march  of  great  difficulty,  but  without  interrup- 
tion from  the  enemy.  A  detachment  under  Colonel 
Haldimand  was  left  for  the  protection  of  Oswego. 

The  British  force  landed,  unopposed,  on  the  7th 
of  July,  about  six  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Fort 
Nii^ara,  and  at  once  set  to  work  in  opening  a 
communication  between  the  landing-place  and  the 
Niagara  River.  The  fort  was  situated  on  a  narrow 
peninsula,  the  Lake  on  one  side,  the  broad,  deep 
stream  on  the  other ;  it  was  thus  a  matter  of  little 
difficulty  to  invest  the  position  efifectually  on  the 
land  Bide,  while  the  numerous  batteaux  cut  oflTfroni 
the  beueged  all  communication  by  water.  Prideaux 
planned  and  advanced  his  approaches  with  skill 
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and  vigour.  Batteries  were  speedily  erected,  from 
which  he  fired  upon  the  defences,  and  kept  under 
the  artillery  of  the  French.  Still  as  the  supe- 
riority of  the  besiegers'  guns  told  more  and  more 
upon  the  crumbling  ramparts,  the  works  were 
pushed  closer  and  closer,  and  fresh  spirit  was 
thrown  into  the  attack. 

On  the  first  arrival  of  the  EngUsh  army  before 
the  fort,  the  general  had  sent  a  peremptory  sum- 
mons to  M.  Pouchot,'  the  commandant,  to  surrender 
at  discretion ;  this  was  promptly  refused  by  the 
stout  Frenchman,  who  answered  that  "his  post  was 
strong,  his  garrison  faithful,  ind  that  the  longer 
he  held  out  the  more  should  he  win  the  esteem  of 
his  enemy."  Early  intelligence  of  the  approaching 
danger  had  reached  Pouchot ;  he  had  not  lost  a 
moment  in  dispatching  couriers  eastward  to  F^on- 
tenac.  to  inform  the  Canadian  government,  and 
southward  to  Detroit,  Presqu-Isle,  Venango,  and  le 
Boeuf,  with  orders  for  all  the  French  detachments 
to  assemble  with  their  Indian  allies  at  the  Niagara 
Rapids,  and  to  hasten  to  his  reUef. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  M.  Chaboust  arrived,  with  a 
small  party  of  French  and  some  savages,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  into  the  fort.  On  the  11th  the 
besieged  attempted  a  sally  upon  the  British  trenches, 
but  were  instantly  overpowered,  and  pursued  till 
they  found  shelter  under  the  fire  of  their  guns.  By 
the  14th  the  besiegers'  parallels  were  finished  to  the 
banks  of  the  Lake,  and  the  fire  became  so  heavy  that 
the  defenders  could  only  find  safety  in  the  covered 

'  He  WBB  a  captaiD  ia  the  regiment  of  Bern. 
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way,  and  behind  the  ramparts.  On  the  18th  the 
French  schooner  Iroquoiae  arrived  from  Frontenac, 
and  lay  to  abreast  of  the  fort,  but  coxild  not  venture 
in  under  the  Enghsh  guns,  wliich  still,  night  and 
day.  kept  up  their  harassing  fire. 

General  Prideaux  being  well  informed  of  the 
enemy's  formidable  muster  for  the  relief  of  the  fort, 
made  every  preparation  that  zeal  and  prudence 
could  suggest  to  meet  their  designs;  but  at  this 
critical  moment  a  melancholy  accident  deprived  the 
army  of  his  useftil  services,  and  gave  to  another  the 
enjoyment  of  the  honours  which  he  had  worthUy 
won.  On  the  evening  of  the  Idth,  while  issuing 
some  orders  in  the  trenches,  nnperceived  by  the 
gunners  in  a  battery  close  at  hand,  a  cohom  mortar 
was  unhappily  fired,  the  shell  of  which  burst  pre- 
maturely, and  a  splinter  struck  the  gallant  general 
with  a  deadly  wound.  The  command  devolved  to 
the  hands  of  Sir  William  Johnson. 

Meanwhile  the  besi^ed,  though  hardly  pressed, 
were  still  buoyed  up  with  the  hope  of  relief  from 
their  advimcing  countrymen.  On  the  23rd  four 
savages  made  their  way  into  the  fort  with  a  letter 
to.M.  Bouchet,  informing  him  that  MM.  d'Aubry 
and  de  Ligni^res  were  at  hand  with  1200  Freitch- 
men,  and  a  still  larger  force  of  Indians,  and  that 
they  were  about  to  attack  the  Briti^  lines.  On 
the  result  of  this  attack  hung  the  fate  of  Niagara, 
and  of  all  the  western  country,  which  still  owned 
the  sway  of  France:  preparations  were  made  to 
second  it  with  all  the  efforts  of  the  garrison.    The 
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cauae  of  the  French  was,  however,  already  all  but 
desperate ;  the  feeble  defences  of  the  fort  shook  and 
crumbled  under  the  heavy  and  increasing  fire  of 
their  enemies.  An  overpowering  artillery  forbid 
the  approach  of  their  v^ael  from  the  Lake.  The 
beleaguering  trenches  intruded  within  100  yards  of 
their  parapets,  and  gave  shelter  to  swanns  of  British 
and  Indian  marksmen.  The  Uttle  garrison  was 
worn  by  toil  and  wasted  by  death;  the  barracks 
and  dwellings  were  ruined  by  shot  and  shell.  And 
worst  of  all,  the  apparently  &vourable  chance  in 
the  death  of  the  besieging  general,  bad  only  trans- 
ferred the  conduct  of  the  attack  to  hands  even  more 
able  and  skilful  than  those  of  the  deceased.  It  was 
true  that  the  French  detachment,  then  about  to  risk 
all  fw  their  relief^  were  brave  and  veterMi  troops ; 
but  their  numbers  were  hopelessly  inadequate,  and 
little  dependance  could  be  placed  in  the  politic  and 
faithless  savages  who  marched  with  them,  more  to 
witness  than  to  contribute  to  their  success  or  defeat. 
On  the  other  band,  Sir  William  Johnson  had 
received  ample  notice  of  d'Aubry's  approach,  and, 
confident  in  his  own  strength  and  ability,  made 
steady  preparation  for  the  combat  His  great 
superiority  of  force  enabled  liini  to  leave  the  trenches 
aY>wded  with  troops,  chiefly  Provincials,  while  he 
marched  out  to  overwhelm  the  advancing  enemy. 
About  sunset,  on  the  evening  of  the  23rd,  he  pushed 
forward  strong  picquets,  and  the  light  companies 
of  the  r^ular  regiments,  into  the  woods,  on  either 
side  of  the  rude  track  leading  from  Niagara  Falls  to 
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the  Fort,  and  scattered  Bmall  parties  of  Indians 
on  the  flanks  of  the  Europeans.  Having  posted 
their  sentries,  and  no  enemy  being  yet  visible, 
Johnson's  advance  lay  down  to  rest  upon  their 
arms.  Never,  perhaps,  has  a  stranger  scene  been 
witnessed  than  the  banks  of  the  Ni^ara  lUver 
presented  on  that  September  night :  the  dark 
ramparts  of  the  Fort,  every  now  and  then  illumined 
by  the  flash  of  the  defenders'  guns,  or  suddenly 
revealed  by  the  red  light  of  a  salvo  &om  the 
hostile  trenches;  in  the  open  plain  beyond,  the 
white  tents  and  the  huts  of  the  besieging  army ; 
and  further  on,  the  watch-flres  of  the  advanced 
guard  throwing  their  flickering  glare  upon  the  lofty 
arches  of  the  forest,  and  upon  the  scattered  groups 
of  the  British  soldiery  and  Indian  warriors.  Away, 
still  fiirther  to  the  west,  unseen  in  the  gloomy 
woods,  HiB  weak  but  gallant  troops  of  France  slept 
the  sleep  which  most  of  them  were  to  know  no 
more.  High  over  all,  the  soft  misty  spray  from  the 
neighbouring  cataract,  stood  like  a  huge  pillar  of 
lightest  summer  clouds  up  i^nst  the  sky,  while 
the  dull  deep  roar  of  falling  waters  filled  the  air 
with  a  solemn  and  unceasing  voice. 

At  daylight  on  the  24th,  Sir  William  Johnson 
advanced  his  grenadier  companies  and  part  of  the 
46th  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Ck)lonel  Massey, 
to  strengthen  his  front,  while  the  44th  Regiment, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Farquhar,  kept  up  the 
communication  with  Major  Beckwith,  who  com- 
manded the  troops,  in  the  trenches,  and  r^naiued  in 
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readiness  to  throw  their  force  whenever  aid  might  he 
required.  These  judicious  dispositions  being  made, 
the  British  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

At  about  eight  o'clock  the  leading  files  of  the 
French  were  first  perceived  advancing  through  the 
woods,  flanked  by  lu^  bodies  of  Indians ;  as  they 
came  on,  the  English  outposts  fell  back  on  the 
reserves  steadily,  and  without  firing.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Iroquois,  serving  under  Johnson,  endeavoured 
to  parley  with  the  Canadian  savages,  with  a  view 
of  inducing  them  to  make  peace;  these  overtures 
were,  however,  unsuccessful,  and  the  warriors  of  the 
Five  Nations  fell  back  on  the  flanks  of  the  British. 
By  nine  o'clock  d'Aubry's  force  was  formed,  and 
the  order  immediately  given  for  the  attack.  With 
furious  gestures,  and  terrible  impetuosity,  the 
Indians  burst  through  the  woods,  and  fell  upon  the 
English  line,  as  they  rushed  to  the  charge,  shouting 
the  appalling  war-cry  which  had  once  struck  terror 
into  their  foes;  but  it  fell  upon  accustomed  ears: 
they  were  received  with  a  calm  front  and  steady 
fire.  The  grenadiers  of  the  44th,  who  had  received 
a  dreadful  lesson  in  savage  warfare  under  tiie 
unfortunate  Braddock,  now  bore  the  shock  unmoved, 
and  stoutly  supported  by  the  46th,  with  a  few 
rolling  volleys,  they  swept  away  the  fierce  assailants. 
So  complete  was  the  discomfiture  of  the  Red  warriors, 
that  they  rallied  no  more;  and  so  sudden  their 
disappearance  from  the  scene  of  strife,  that  the 
French  could  only  attribute  it  to  a  treachery  which 
had  pre-arranged  defeat. 


itizecoy  Google 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  OAKADA.  267 

Undismayed  by  the  dispersion  of  his  aUies,  the 
gallant  d'Aubry  led  on  his  men  against  the  be- 
siegers' position,  now  strengthened  hj  &  force  of 
Provincials  from  the  trenches.  The  attack  was 
vigorously  and  bravely  pushed,  but  failed  to  shake 
the  steady  courage  of  the  British  troops;  meanwhile 
Johnson's  Indians  made  their  way  through  the 
woods,  and  fell  upon  the  flanks  of  the  Frendi. 
Attacked  on  all  sides,  d^erted  by  allies,  out- 
numbered by  foes,  the  assailants  hesitated,  gave 
way,  and  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour  broke  into 
utter  rout.  D'Aubry  and  all  his  surviving  officers 
were  taken  with  a  great  part  of  his  troops,  the 
remainder  were  pursued  with  deadly  zeal,  and  slain 
or  driven  into  the  wilderness. 

It  was  not  until  two  o'clock  in  the  day  that  Pouchot 
and  his  garrison  were  informed  that  the  firing  heard 
in  the  morning  had  ended  in  the  ruin  of  their  hopes 
of  succour.  With  great  dilficully  and  danger  an 
Indian  had  passed  the  besiegers'  lines  and  borne 
them  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  d'Aubry's 
defeat  and  capture.  Prom  the  earliest  dawn  deep 
excitement  had  reigned  in  the  beleagaered  fort; 
while  the  shades  of  night  stiU  Ungered  under  the 
tall  forest  trees,  flashes  of  scattered  musketry  had 
occasionally  burst  forth.  As  the  morning  advanced, 
the  dropping  shots  quickened  into  the  sharp  rattle  of 
a  skirmish,  the  sounds  still  approaching  the  besieged, 
and  stimulating  hopes  of  aid.  A  little  before  nine 
o'clock  the  skirmish  had  breezed  up  into  a  battle ; 
for  half  an  hour  the  line  of  fire  waved  to  and  fro, 
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now  bent  towards  tiie  fort,  i^ain  receded  up  the 
banks  of  the  Great  River,  then  held  pertinadoudy 
to  a  woody  hollow,  and  at  length  fell  back  into  the 
forest,  became  broken,  interrupted,  indistinct,  and 
disappeared.  With  it  vanished  the  last  chance  of 
succour  for  the  garrison  of  Niagara. 

When  the  first  ardour  of  the  pursuit  had  abated, 
and  Sir  William  Johnson  liad  got  his  forces  some- 
what in  hand  again,  he  sent  M^or  Harvey  with  a 
flag  of  truce  to  inform  the  French  chief  of  the 
morning's  events,  and  to  exhort  him  to  surrender 
without  further  bloodshed;  conveying  also  a  terrible 
hint  that  in  a  little  time  he  might  not  be  able  to 
restrmn  the  fierce  vengeance  of  his  Indian  allies. 
Pouchot  yet  doubted,  or  affected  to  doubt,  the  truth 
of  the  wofyU  disaster  which  had  befallen  his 
countrymen,  and  still  endeavouring  to  gain  time, 
requested  that  one  of  his  ofQcers  might  be  allowed 
to  see  the  prisoners,  and  hear  the  tale  of  defeat  from 
their  own  lips.  The  request  was  granted,  the  &ct8 
were  ascertained,  and  no  further  excuse  for  procras- 
tination suggesting  itself,  the  stubborn  Frenchman 
then  surrendered  with  his  fort  and  garrison.' 

'  "  Le  G&)&«1  Prideftnx  &voit  hi  chtrge  de  Tattaqae  de  Niagara; 
ce  fort  utu^  pres  da  la  fameuse  cataracts  pouroit  itre  conjud^ 
comme  le  pcHnt  militura  le  plus  important  da  Canada  ;  il  commaDde, 
en  effflt,  le  passage  qui  aert  de  conmunicatioa  entre  le  Lac  Erie  et  la 
Lac  Ontario,  en  sorte  qu'il  sert  de  clef  a  la  navigation  de  ce  vaatee 
men  int^eures ;  il  commande  en  m^me  temps  ta  neule  commanica' 
tion  par  t«iTe  entre  lei  regions  situ^s  au  nord  et  midi  dn  fleore  et 
dea  Grands  Lacs.  Lea  Fran^ais  connoissoient  toute  la  raleur  de  eette 
poution  adtninble  ;  mus  abandonn^  comme  ils  ^toient  par  la  mire- 
patri«,  ajant  coDsom^  pendant  mnq  ans  leurs  stJdats,  lenra  annes. 
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The  terms  of  capitulation  were  liberal,  and  worthy 
of  both  conquerors  and  conquered.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  French  troops  should  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war  ikim  the  ramparts  they  had  so  well 
defended,  and  lay  down  their  arms  on  the  banks  of 
the  Lake.  There  they  were  to  embark  immediately 
in  vessels  provided  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  and  to  be 
carried  to  New  York  by  the  shortest  and  easiest  route. 
The  French  ladies  and  all  females  and  children  were 
offered  safe  conveyance,  subsistence  and  escort  to 
the  nearest  port  of  France ;  and  the  sick  and 
wounded  men  were  to  be  carefully  tended  till  able 
to  travel,  when  they  were  to  r^oin  their  comrades. 
The  victors  undertook  to  protect  their  prisoners 
from  every  insult  or  injury,  in  person  and  in  pro- 

leare  m<uiitiona,  a  se  d^endre  par  leurg  seulea  reasovrcea,  ila  n'aToient 
pu  mettre  qae  six  centa  hommea  dans  Niagara,  et  ila  n'en  pureat  pas 
rasaembler  plaa  de  diz-aept  centa  parmi  lea  milices  Canadiennes  et 
leura  Bauvagea  alli^,  pour  marcher  e.  la  ddivrance  de  cette  fortreaBO. 
Le  O^D^ral  Prideaux  en  avoit  commence  Tattaqve  depnia  peu  de  joure, 
lorqne  le  20  Juillet  tl  fut  tu^  i  la  tranch^e  ;  Sir  W.  Johnaon  qui  le 
rempla^,  continua  I'attaque  avec  le  mSine  rigneur.  Le  2d  Juillet  il  lirra 
bataille  a  la  petite  ariD^qui  a'arangoitBuaecours  de  la  place  aasifigfe, 
il  la  d^t  avec  na  grand  carnage,  et  le  m^me  jour  le  fort  capitula, 
et  la  gamisoa  de  aix  cents  liommes  qu'il  contenoit  se  livra  prlsotmi^ 
de  guerre."* 

Siamondi  gives  the  following  reaaon  for  hia  ezcluaiTe  use  of  English 
anthorities  throughout  his  narration  of  the  last  French  war  in 
Canada  : — "  Car  lea  Fran^^  se  sent  refua^a  i  donner  aucun  detail 
■nr  des  combats  dont  lea  r^sultata  ^toient  si  fuueetea,  encore  que 
lenrs  compatriotea  j  enssent  deploy^  sourent  autant  dli^roisme  quo 
dans  les  viotoires." 

*  Aimmt  BigUler,  1759;  toI.  ii.,  chip.  tL,  p.  29;  SmoUsU,  toI.  liL,  b.  it., 
dup-  ai^  I  aiiii  p>  SS. 
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perty.  All  stores,  provisions,  and  anns,  with  every- 
thing  belonging  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  -were 
to  be  delivered  up  in  strict  faith  by  M.  Pouchot.  At 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  July,  a 
British  guard  was  to  take  possession  of  the  fort  gates. 
Accordingly,  a  little  before  mid-day  on  the  26th, 
the  French  garrison,  607  strong,  marched  out  from 
the  lost  stronghold.  Drums  were  beating,  colours 
flying,  and  bayonets  fixed;  but  the  downcast  and 
sullen  looks  of  the  bronzed  veterans  showed  that 
these  "  honours  of  war "  were  but  a  mockery  to 
their  dejected  hearts.  Many  a  glance  of  angry  sor- 
row and  embittered  regret  was  cast  back  upon  the 
magoificent  scene  they  were  to  revisit  no  more ; 
never  again  was  the  "spotless  flag"  to  flaunt  its 
ample  folds  upon  the  breezes  of  the  Western  Lakes ; 
never  again  were  the  martial  strains  of  France  to 
sound  through  the  miyestic  roar  of  nature's  grandest 
wonder.  A  sufficient  British  guard  attended  under 
arms  to  keep  the  fierce  and  vindictive  Indians  at  a 
distance.  But  the  humane  and  extraordinary  influ- 
ence which  Sir  William  Johnson  exercised  over  the 
minds  of  his  savage  followers  proved  more  effectual 
in  restraining  their  ferocious  passions  than  any  mere 
show  of  force.  The  fear  of  alienating  the  allegiance 
of  his  Indians  weighed  not  a  feather  weight  in  his 
loyal  heart,  when  the  cause  of  mercy  and  his  plighted 
word  were  at  stake.  For  the  successful  exercise  of 
his  well-earned  power  over  the  Red  warriors,  he 
must  upon  this  occasion  ever  stand  in  most  favour- 
able contrast  with  Montcalm,  his  more  brilliant  rival. 
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Every  article  of  the  capitulation  of  Niagara  was 
etrictiy  observed  in  spirit  and  in  letter ;  no  insulting 
triumph  dimmed  the  honour  of  British  victory ;  but 
a  demeanour  of  respectful  sympathy  with  the 
vanquished,  characterised  the  gallant  conquerors 
throughout  the  embarlution,  and  all  subsequent 
proceedings. 

The  English  loss  in  this  siege  and  in  the  action 
was  very  shght,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  their 
worthy  general,  Frideaux,  dnd  of  Colonel  Johnson, 
a  provincial  officer  of  courage  and  capacity.  Sir 
William  Johnson  enhanced  the  merit  of  his  success 
by  his  modest  and  honourable  dispatch  to  GenenU 
Amherst.  *'  I  have  only  to  regret,"  he  writes,  "  the 
loss  of  General  Frideaux  and  Colonel  Johnson.  I 
endeavoured  to  pursue  the  late  general's  vigorous 
measures,  the  good  effects  of  which  he  deserved 
to  enjoy." 

Historians  have  dwelt  with  admiration  upon  the 
striking  military  merit  displayed  at  this  time  by  two 
untaught  generals,  Clive  in  the  East,  and  Johnson  in 
the  West,  "  who  by  a  series  of  shining  actions  have 
demonstrated  that  uninstructed  genius  can,  by  its  own 
internal  light  and  efficacy,  rival.  If  not  eclipse,  the 
acquired  art  of  discipline  and  experience."  Thus  writes 
Smollett :  the  learned  Doctor's  remark  is  capable  of 
far  more  general  application  than  to  the  cases  here 
mentioned.  Our  military  system  always  has  trusted, 
and  still  trusts,  to  this  "  uninstructed  genius  "  in 
our  chiefe,  and  by  its  own  provisions  furnished  no 
teaching  to  a  Marlborough  and  a  Wellington  beyond 
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the  knowledge  of  drill  in  a  field-<lay,  and  of  the 
forms  of  discipline  in  a  barrack-yard.  While  we  rest 
with  pride  and  pleasure  on  the  undoubted  predo- 
minance of  success  over  all  foes  which  has  attended 
our  arms,  we  may  not  deny  that  to  the  never-failuig 
chivalry  of  the  officers  and  to  the  stubborn  courage  of 
the  soldiery  are  these  successes  due.  Many  and  sad 
are  the  records  of  combats  where  torrents  of  British 
blood  hare  flowed  to  redeem  the  errors,  or  to  make 
amends  for  the  want  of  military  science  in  a  British 
chief.  Our  great  captains,  great  in  genius  and  skill 
as  well  as  in  success,  have  indeed  been  "  lone  stars," 
presenting,  in  comparison  to  those  not  so  gifted,  very 
much  the  proportion  which  "  uninstructed  genius" 
uBuaUy  displays  among  men  in  other  pursuits  of  lifb. 
It  may  be  urged  that  the  ofScers  of  our  instructed 
corps,  the  artillery  and  engineers,  hare  never  sup- 
plied the  general  service  with  a  diief  of  conspicuous 
ability ;  but  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  except  in 
the  brief  Syrian  campaign  of  1840,  no  member  of 
those  corps  has  ever  led  an  English  army,  or  even  a 
brigade.  Through  the  unvarying  rule  of  promotion 
by  seniority,  no  officer  of  artillery  or  'engineers 
arrives  at  a  sufficient  rank  to  command,  untU  a, 
time  of  life  when  the  experience  of  the  veteran  can 
hardly  be  aided  by  the  energy  of  the  man.  Rare 
indeed  must  be  the  instances  of  those  who  have 
passed  nearly  half  a  century  of  service,  in  which  t^e 
hope  of  reward  was  too  faint  to  stimulate  industry, 
the  dread  of  censure  too  slight  to  alarm  indolence, 
and  who  still  retain  sufficient  zeal  and  vigour  for 
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their  country's  need.  They  are  probably  equally 
rare  with  the  instances  of  successful  "genius" 
among  their  uninstructed  brethren  of  the  rest  of 
the  British  army. 

Many  worthy  and  earnest  thot^h  mistaken  men 
there  are,  who  dread  the  instruction  of  the  toiling 
millions  of  our  countrymen ;  who  belieTe  in  all 
sincerity  that  the  penetrating  light  of  awakened 
intellect  would  flash  upon  the  squalid  purlieus  of 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  only  to  render  degrada- 
tion more  d^p^ed,  and  misery  more  miserable,  by 
a  keener  appreciation.  There  can  hardly,  however, 
be  found  any  one,  beyond  those  grown  grey  under 
the  existing  system,  who  fears  that  professional 
education  could  perniciously  influ^me  the  qualifica- 
tions of  our  ofBcers  for  tbeir  station  in  life,  or.  damp 
their  undoubted  chivalry  and  spirit.  To  cast  aside 
political  or  personal  considerations,  and  select 
for  command  the  man  most  conspicuous  by  merit 
and  genius,  has  not  been  an  unvarying  rule  with 
those  in  high  authority.  But  a  system  requiring 
the  qualifications  of  at  least  a  careful  education' 
from  aU  to  whom  the  lofty  trust  of  England's  military 
honour  is  confided,  might  to  a  great  extent  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  chiefs  unendowed  with  the  gift  of 
genius,  and  undistinguished  by  pre-eminent  merit 

By  the  capture  of  Nif^fara,  the  French  posts  to 
the  westward,  on  the  l^es  and  rivers,  were  cut  off 
from  all  aid ;  and  by  the  destruction  of  d'Aubry's 

'  An  order  has  at  length  been  issued  diat  all  candidates  for  com- 
missions  shall  pass  a  certain  examination  in  general  acquiremants. 

VOL.  II.  t 
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anuj,  compoBed  principally  of  their  garrison^  they 
were  rendered  iocapable  of  any  effectual  resistance. 
Colonel  Bouquet,  therefore,  who,  with  a  small  forc^ 
had  been  detached  by  Brigadier-Greneral  Stanwix 
against  the  principal  of  these,  Fresque-Ile,  Venango, 
and  le  Boeuf.  had  only  to  summon  them  to  surrender 
and  then  to  take  possession,  with  no  greater  difB- 
culties  than  those  presented  by  the  long  and  rugged 
route. 

We  must  now  for  a  moment  return  to  Colonel 
Haldimand,  who  was.  as  before  rdated,  left  in 
command  at  Osw^o  by  General  Prideaux.  In 
the  forenoon  of  the  6  th  of  July,  while  super- 
intending the  works  at  the  fort,  he  was  startled  by 
the  well-known-  -eound  of  the  Indian  war-whoop 
close  at  hand,  but  no  enany  then  appeared.  The 
English  colonel  immediately  sent  out  scouts  upon 
the  Lake,  who  brought  word  that  an  armament  of 
100  boats  was  lying  in  a  neighbouring  cove.  About 
mid-day  some  Indians  and  Canadians  appeared  in 
t}ie  bordera  of  the  forest  near  the  fort,  and  made  a 
show  of  attacking  two  detached  redoubts,  but  were 
speedily  driven  back  among  the  trees ;  &om  thence^ 
however,  they  kept  up  a  dropping  fire  which  was 
only  silenced  by  the  approach  of  night.  A  deserter, 
who  had  passed  over  under  cover  of  the  darkness, 
gave  information  that  the  attacking  party  consisted 
of  SOO  colony  troops,  1300  Canadian  militia,  and 
150  Indians,  and  that  M.  de  la  Come  was  in  com- 
mand. The  French  had  hoped  to  carry  the  fort  by 
surprise :  their  zeal  was  stimulated  by  the  vindictive 
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fiiry  of  a  Canadian  priest,  named  Piquet,  who 
marched  at  their  head  till  the  fire  commenced,  urged 
them  on  with  the  hope  of  plimder,  and  denounced 
all  who  might  give  quarter  to  the  heretic  enemy. 

The  night  passed  without  any  alarm.  At  first 
dawn,  however,  the  dusky  forms  of  the  Indians  were 
seen  cautiously  approaching  the  western  angle  of 
the  intrenclunents,  and  mustmng  for  an  attack. 
But  two  guns  loaded  with  grape,  and  a  sharp  volley 
of  musketry  from  the  for^  at  once  drove  them 
back  yelling  into  the  woods.  After  a  time  they 
gathered  sufficient  determination  to  make  an 
attempt  at  burning  the  English  boats  in  the 
harbour,  which  they  again  and  again  repeated,  but 
always  without  success.  M.  de  la  Come  did  not 
bring  his  French  troops  into  action ;  finding  Colonel 
Haldimand  well  prepared  for  his  reception,  he  aban- 
doned the  enterprise,  having  buried  his  dead,  and 
carried  off  his  wounded  to  the  boats.  The  French 
chief  acquired  little  honour  by  this  impotent  demon- 
stration ;  not  a  prisoner  rewarded  his  efforts,  nor 
did  he  obtain  a  ^ngle  scalp,  although  the  deserters 
affirmed  that  he  had  offered  1000  livresforone  such 
horrible  trophy.  The  fierce  priest.  Piquet,  gained  a 
reputation  for  cruelty  and  ferocity,  which  was  not 
forgotten  when  Canada  had  passed  from  the  sway 
of  France. 

Thus  everywhere  in  the  fiu-  west  success  attended 
the  British  arms.  One  small  fort  indeed  at  the 
remote  extronify  of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Detroit  river,  still  remained  in  the  possession  of 
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France,  but  distance  and  comparative  insigniiicance 
were  its  sole  protection ;  shut  out  from  supplies  or 
reinforcements,  and  feebly  garrisoned,  it  only  awaited 
the  summons  to  surrender.  The  English  force  on 
Lake  Ontario  rested  upon  their  arms  after  their 
somewhat  easy  victory ;  Amherst's  strength,  as  we 
have  seen,  lay  paralysed  by  the  oppowng  winds  on 
Lake  Champlain ;  the  plan  of  the  campaign  as  yet 
had  failed.  Opposition  had  been  overpowered,  forts 
taken,  guns,  trophies  and  stores  captured,  but  still, 
at  the  vital  point,  at  the  great  Canadian  stronghold, 
from  the  lofty  headland  of  Quebec,  the  wise  and 
gallant  Montcalm  with  an  outnumbering  host  looked 
down  in  unshaken  confidence  upon  the  invader's 
force.  There  the  real  battle  was  to  be  fought ;  there 
alone  the  die  was  to  be  cast  which  should  dedde  the 
fote  of  France's  noblest  colony.  Time  rolled  on, 
spring  had  warmed  into  summer,  summer  now 
deepened  into  autumn;  the  broad  sycamore  leaf 
drooped  upon  the  stem ;  the  rich  foliage  of  the  matde 
betrayed  in  its  camdeon  tints  the  approaching  fall ; 
the  mysterious  northern  lights  reappeared  in  the 
chilly  dfu-kness,  and  illumined  the  unclouded  sky. 
Still,  while  these  symptoms  of  the.  coming  winter 
crowded  upon  the  eyes  of  the  British  generals,  on 
Champlain  and  Ontario,  they  giuned  no  tidings  of 
their  colleague's  fate,  save  such  vague  rumours  as  a 
wandering  Indian  or  a  false  deserter  might  convey. 
And  yet,  with  wonder  be  it  said,  they  sat  them  down 
to  rest,  and  inactivdy  aw«ted  the  event  of  that  all- 
important  struggle. 
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FftoM  the  indifferent  progress  of  Amherst,  and  the 
untoward  inactivity  of  Gage,  we  may  now  return  to 
the  more  stirring  evente  of  the  expedition  against 
Quebec.  Early  in  February  a  con»derable  squadron 
was  equipped  in  the  English  ports  for  North  America, 
under  the  ommiand  of  Admiral  Saunders.'  A  land 
force  was  to  proceed  under  convoy  of  the  fleet  for 
the  same  destination.  Pitt  justly  estimated  the 
importance  and  difBculty  of  the  enterprise.  He 
looked  around  in  vain  among  the  senior  officers  of 
the  army  for  a  chief  worthy  of  the  occasion ;  judging 
that  among  them  the  advantages  of  experience 
were  more  t^u  counterbalanced  by  the  infirmities 
of  age,  he  determined  to  trust  the  militaiy  honour 
of  England  to  the  elastic  vigour  and  sanguine 
confidence  of  youth. 
While  yet  a  boy  James  Wolfe  had  received  the 

'  "  That  admiral  (Sauadere)  was  a  pattern  of  most  sturdy  brarerj, 
united  with  the  moBt  unaffected  modest;.  No  mao  said  less,  or 
deserved  more.  Simplicity  in  his  manners,  generositj,  and  good 
nature,  adonied  his  genuine  lore  of  his  connti;." — Walpole's  Memmrt 
of  Geo.  IL.  p.  394. 
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thanks  of  Mb  genera],  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  on 
the  fidd  of  la  Feldt ;  rapid  promotion  had  followed 
this  distinction.  As  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  raiment, 
the  young  officer  had  justified  the  notice  of  his 
Buperiors.  He  was  appointed  to  the  staff  in  the 
inglorious  expedition  against  Rochefort,'  and 
gathered  laurels  where  all  was  barren  to  his 
associates.  At  the  sie^  of  Louisburg  his  tran- 
Bcendant  merit  shone  in  the  strong  light  of  oppor- 
tunity and  success,  and  when  still  in  early  manhood 
he  had  gained  a  fair  maturity  of  fame.  In  him 
ambition  was  exalted  by  patriotism  and  purified  by 
religion.  Modest  in  manners  and  conversation,  he 
nevertheless  possessed  in  action  self-rdiance  almost 
to  presumption.  With  the  prize  of  honourable 
distinction  in  view,  his  daring  courage  foiled  every 
danger  and  difficulty ;  and  "  obstacles  were  but  the 
stepping-stones  to  his  success."  He  commanded  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  rude  soldiers,  in  spite 
of  an  almost  feminine  senubility.  When  reverses 
for  a  moment  damped  his  hope,  they  at  the  same 
time  served  to  brace  his  energy.  Ardent  and 
laborious,  daring  and  provident,  practical  and 
studious,  pertinacious  yet  reasonable,  he  was 
dignified  in  command  and  docile  in  obedienca 
Gifted,  gentle,  and  generous,  earnest  in  life  and 
devoted  in  death,  history  may  grace  her  page  witii 
the  name  of  no  greater  hero,  when  she  records  the 
deeds  of  many  a  greater  general. 

Wolfe   returned  to  England  from  Louisbuif;  in 
the  end  of  the  year  1758 ;  he  suffered  severely  firom 
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an  illness  for  which  repose  offered  the  only  chance  of 
relief,  and  an  early  prospect  of  the  realisation  of  a 
long  and  dearly  cherished  hope  drew  him  to  home. 
Bat  his  aspirii^  spirit  would  not  yield  either  to  the 
weakness  of  his  firame  or  to  the  strength  of  his  affec- 
tion, and  almost  immediately  after  landing  from 
America  he  addressed  Mr.  Pitt  in  a  modest  and 
numly  letter,  and  ofifered  his  senrices  for  the  next 
American  campaign. 

Wolfe's  name  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  all  who 
were  qualified  to  judge,  but  at  the  same  time  it  stood 
low  in  the  column  of  colonels  in  tint  Army  List. 
The  Great  Minister  thought  that  the  former  counter- 
balanced the  latter.  With  instinctive  genius  he 
discerned  that  the  young  soldier  possessed  the 
peculiar  qualifications  suited  for  his  purpose,  and 
throwing  aside  the  obstai^es  presented  by  official 
routine,  he  recommended  the  gallant  brigadier  of 
Lonisburg  to  the  especial  notice  of  the  king. 
One  of  the  last  gazettes  in  the  year  1758  an- 
nounced the  promotion  of  Colonel  James  Wolfe 
to  the  rank  of  nu^or-general,  and  his  appointment 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  expedition  against 
Quebec. 

About  the  middle  of  February  the  squadron  sailed 
from  England  to  Lonisburg,  where  the  whole  of  the 
British  force  destined  for  the  River  St.  Lawrence  was 
ordered  to  assemble.  On  the  Slst  of  April  Saunders 
and  his  armament  reached  the  coast  of  Cape  Breton, 
but  the  harbours  were  still  blocked  up  with  the  ice 
of  the  precedii^  winter,  and  he  could  not  enter. 
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He  then  bent  his  course  for  Halifig,  on  the  neif^- 
houring  peDinsula  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  anchored  the 
^ole  fleet  in  that  magnificent  seaport  Twenty-two 
ships  of  the  Une,  fire  frigates,  and  nineteen  BmaUv 
vessels  of  war,  with  a  crowd  of  transports,  were 
mustered  under  the  orders  of  tiie  admiral,  and  a 
detadmient  of  artilleiy  and  engineers,  and  ten 
battalions  of  in&ntry,  with  six  companies  of  rangers, 
formed  Wolfe's  command;  the  right  flank  companies 
of  the  three  reg^ents  which  still  garrisoned  Louis- 
burg,  soon  after  joined  the  army,  and  were  formed 
into  a  corps  called'  the  Louisbnig  Grenadiers.  The 
total  of  the  land  forces  embarked  were  somewhat 
under  8000;  2000  in&ntry,  which  had  formed  part 
of  the  expedition  to  the  West  Indies  unda  Hodgson, 
were  to  have  increased  Wolfe's  strength,  but  owing 
to  unavoidable  circumstances  they  were  subsequently 
countermanded. 

Before  leaving  England  Admiral  Saunders  had 
received  intelligence  tiiat  the  French  would  make  an 
effort  to  run  a  convoy  up  the  River  St  Lawrence 
for  the  relief  of  Quebec,  at  the  first  opening  of  the 
navigation.  He  therefore  dispatched  Admiral  Durell 
with  a  small  squadron  to  intercept  it.  From  Halifax 
Saunders  proceeded  to  Louisbui^  as  soon  as  the  break 
up  of  the  ice  permitted,  and  there  held  counsel  with 
Wolfe  upon  the  plan  of  the  expedition.  On  the 
15th  of  May  he  issued  a  general  order  to  the  fleet, 
that,  in  case  of  any  temporary  separation  from 
adverse  weather  or  other  accidents,  Gasp^  Bay,  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  was  to  be  the  first  place  of 
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rendezvous,  and  the  ledand  of  Bic,  340  miles  up  tile 
Great  Hirer,  the  next 

It  was  not,  however,  tiU  the  1st  of  June  tiiat  the 
British  ships  began  to  weigh  anchor  in  Louisburg 
Harbour,  and  the  huge  armament  had  not  altogether 
cleared  the  land  for  six  days  afterwards.  While 
spreading  sail  the  admiral  received  tiie  unwelcome 
news  that  three  French  frigates  and  a  doud  of  store 
vessels  had  escaped  Durell's  squadron  and  readied 
Quebec  in  safety.  Two  prizes  were  captured,  how- 
ever, which  had  lagged  somewhat  behind,  aud  they, 
besides  a  quantity  of  powder  and  other  munition, 
contained  French  charts  of  the  BiTer  St.  Lawrence, 
the  possession  of  which  proved  of  great  importance 
to  the  British  fleet. 

A  cheerful  and  confident  spirit  pervaded  all  ranks 
and  services  in  the  expedition.  A  portion  of  the 
troops,  among  whom  were  the  gallant  43rd,  had 
been  for  a  condderable  time  doomed  to  unwilling 
inactivity  upon  the  dreary  shores  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Cape  Breton ;  they  especially  were  filled  with  hope- 
M  enthusiasm ;  as  each  successive  transport  cleared 
the  harbour  and  the  broad  expanse  of  sea  appeared, 
shouts  of  joy  burst  from  tiie  soldiers  on  the  crowded 
decks. 

On  the  7th  the  fleet  made  the  coast  of  New- 
foundland, Btill  covered  with  the  winter's  snow ;  on 
the  0th  it  passed  the  Bird  Islands  in  a  stiff  breeze, 
and  on  the  llth,  made  the  headland  of  Gasp^. 
The  desolate  and  dangerous  Island  of  Anticosti  was 
passed   during  the   13th   with   "most  delightful 
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weather  and  fsvoniable  breezes;  the  fleet  well 
together."  Earljin  the  moming  of  the  18th  they 
cast  anchor  within  sight  of  the  Island  of  Bic, 
where  they  found  the  Hichmond  frigate  which  had 
got  some  distance  in  advance,  perhaps  urged  for- 
ward by  the  eager  spirit  of  Wolfe,  who  was  on 
board.  The  nex,t  day  they  again  smled;  on  the 
SOtb  they  were  becalmed  off  the  mouth  of  the  deep 
md  gloomy  Sagnenay,  and  many  of  the  snudler 
vessels  narrowly  escaped  being  dashed  against  each 
other  by  the  powerful  currents.  In  the  night  a 
favourable  breeze  arose,  and  cleared  than  from 
their  poilouB  entanglement,  and  now,  at  noon  the 
following  day,  the  first  Canadian  settl^nent  came 
in  sight.  On  the  22nd  a  French  ship  was  taken,  on 
board  of  which  were  several  nuns,  and  some  ladies 
of  distinction,  a  relation  of  the  Marqius  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  governor  of  Canada,  among  the  number: 
tiiey  were  treated  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
courte^,  and  inunediately  sent  hack  to  Quebec 
under  a  flag  of  truce. 

On  the  23rd  the  fleet  passed  the  Narrows  between 
Isle  au  Coudre  and  the  shore,  and  in  the  evening 
came  to  anchor  opposite  the  little  settlement  of 
St  Joseph.  There  the  first  act  of  hostihty  took 
place;  the  inhabitants  fired  upon  some  soimding 
boats  which  had  neared  the  shore;  this  was  answered 
by  a  small  detachment  of  the  16th  R^riment,  sent 
in  a  barge  for  the  protection  of  the  sounders ;  little 
or  no  damage,  however,  was  inflicted  by  either 
party.  In  revenge  for  this  attack  the  little  Canadian 
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village  was  subsequently  burned,  and  the  fields 
laid  waste  by  a  body  of  British  troops  from  before 
Quebec.''  On  the  25th  the  difficult  passage  of  "the 
Traverso"  was  made  in  safety,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  armament  anchored  ofi"  the  fair  and  fertile 
Island  of  Orleans,  and  the  troops  received  ordos  of 
readiness  to  land. 

About  midnight,  Lieutenant  Meech  and  forty 
Bangers  rowed  silently  towards  the  shore,  sad, 
unobserved  by  the  Canadians,  effected  a  land- 
ing. Leavii^  'their  boats  they  pushed  on  through 
the  darkness  almost  to  the  northern  side  of  the 
island ;  suddenly  they  came  upon  a  numerons  body 
of  armed  peasants,  who  were  engi^ed  in  burying 
diflferent  valuables  for  safety  against  the  invaders. 
Hhe  few  shots  which  were  speedily  exchanged 
showed  the  rangers  that  they  were  outnumbered, 
and  that  a  bold  front  was  the  only  chance  of 
safety.  A  smart  skirmish  ensued;  the  Canadians, 
surprised  by  the  unexpected  attack,  and  not  aware 
what  force  might  support  their  assailants,  gave 
way  and  retired  in  conflision.  Lieutenant  Heecb, 
happy  in  having  escaped  the  danger,  also  fell 
back,  and  took  re&ge  in  a  farm-house  till  tiie 
morning.  During  tiie  night  the  inhabitants  aban- 
doned the  island. 

*  "  The  Bides  of  the  rirer  b«gan  miin«diatelj  to  ihow  s  moat 
dismal  appearaace  oS  fire  and  smoke  ;  and  (as  the  troops  employed 
on  this  serrice  were  tlie  retnuns  of  those  who  escaped  the  massacre 
<^  Fort  William  Henij,  where  thej  killed  and  scalped  eret;  wtninded 
officer  and  common  man)  thej  spared  little  or  nothing  ^t  Man  in 
their  vaj." — Oenilemani  Magazine,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  55%. 
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The  troops  landed  early  on  tiie  27th  in  a  cove 
under  the  church  of  St  Lawrence,  which  sacred 
building  they  were  implored  to  respect  through  the 
means  of  a  placard  directed  to  "  the  worthy  officers 
of  the  British  army."  The  soldiers  were  charmed 
with  the  beauty  and  richness  of  the  idand.  and 
their  comparatiTe  freedom  after  the  weaiy  voyage ; 
but  the  mind  of  their  young  general  was  filled 
with  deep  and  anxious  interest  by  the  sight  of  the 
stronghold  that  stood  boldly  out  mto  the  river  a 
few  miles  above.  Accompanied  by  the  chief  en- 
gineer, Migor  M'Kellar,  and  an  escort  of  light 
infantry,  Wolfe,  as  soon  as  he  landed,  pushed  on  to 
the  extremity  of  the  island,  nearest  to  Quebec.  A 
magnificent  but  disheartening  scene  lay  before  faim. 
On  the  summit  of  the  highest  eminence,  over  the 
strait  in  the  Great  River  fi*om  whence  the  bason 
before  him  opened,  the  French  flag  waved.  The 
crest  of  the  rocky  height  was  crowned  with  formid- 
able works  redoubted  and  flanked.  On  every 
favourable  spot  above,  below,  or  on  the  ru^ed 
ascent,  were  batteries,  bristling  with  guns-  This 
stronghold  formed  the  right  flank  of  a  position  eight 
miles  in  extent,  the  fidls  and  the  deep  and  rapid 
stream  of  the  Montmorency  was  the  left.  The 
shoals  and  rocks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  protected  the 
broad  fi^nt,  and  the  rich  valley  of  the  St.  Charles, 
with  the  prosperous  and  beautiful  villages  of  Charles- 
buig  and  Beauport  gave  shelter  and  hospitality  in 
the  rear.  A  crested  bank  of  some  height  over  the 
Great  River  marked  the  main  line  of  the  defences 
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from  east  to  west;  parapet?,  flanked  at  every  favour- 
able spot,  aided  their  natural  strength.  Crowding 
oa  this  embattled  bank,  swarming  in  the  irregular 
Tillage  streets,  and  formed  in  masses  on  the  hills 
beyond,  were  12,000  French  and  Canadian  troops 
led  by  the  gallant  Montcalm. 

While  Wolfe  still  gazed  upon  this  appalling  pros- 
pect, a  storm  gathered  over  his  head,  and  burst  in 
sudden  violence.  The  teeming  rain  fell  like  a  veil 
between  him  and  the  beautiful  but  dangerous  shore. 
Lightning  hissed  through  the  air,  and  a  hurricane 
swept  over  the  river  with  destructive  strength 
Transports  were  driven  from  their  mooring  and 
cast  ashOTe ;  smaller  boats  were  dashed  against  each 
other  and  swamped,  and  the  vessels  of  war  with 
difBculty  held  to  th^r  anchors.  Silently  and 
thoughtfully  the  young  general  retraced  his  steps  to 
the  landing  place,  his  sanguine  and  seoisitive  spirit 
oppressed  for  a  moment  with  the  difficulties  of  his 
enterprise,  and  by  the  gloomy  omen  of  the  heavens. 
But  before  he  rejoined  the  army,  the  weight  was 
flung  aside ;  the  elastic  spring  of  his  mind  had 
resumed  its  play,  and  he  entered  the  camp  with 
head  erect  and  his  usual  bright  and  fearless  aspect. 
Qe  did  not  forget  that  he  received  his  high  com- 
mand in  ike  confidence  Uiat  "  no  dangers  or  diffi- 
culties should  discourage  him." 

The  storm  passed  away  as  suddenly  as  it  came  j 
the  evening  of  the  27th  fell  cahn  and  serene,  but  very    Jun* 
dark ;  a  few  stiui?  only  were  faintly  reflected  from 
the  surface  of  the  waters.    As  the  British  sentinels 
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paced  slowly  to  and  fro  upon  the  rocky  shore  of 
the  Island  of  OiieauB  &cing  towards  Quebec  the 
ailaice  of  the  night  was  only  broken  by  the  edio  of 
their  own  footsteps,  and  the  ripple  of  the  rapidly 
receding  tide.  About  midnight  a  soldier  on  one  of 
the  most  advanced  points  called  the  attention  of  his 
comrades  on  the  neighbouring  posts  to  some  dark 
objects  moving  abng  the  river, — slowly,  as  if  drift- 
ing with  the  tide,  in  the  direction  of  the  fleet,  or 
rather  towards  some  shoals  to  the  northward  of  tiie 
fleet,  which  had  been  marked  out  by  buoys  during 
the  inreceding  day.  While  the  sentinels  were  yet 
debating  about  giving  the  alann,  each  of  the  dark 
objects  sent  forth  a  crashiug  salvo  of  artillery; 
grape-shot  rattled  among  the  rocks  and  trees  upon 
the  shore,  and  ploughed  up  the  surrounding  waters. 
Shells  and  grenades  leaped  into  the  air,  and  exploded 
with  loud  reports,  now  here,  now  tjiere,  on  every  side 
of  the  astonnded  soldiers.  At  the  same  time  bright 
red  flames  burst  from  these  fire-ahips,  sprung  up 
among  the  masts  and  spars,  quivered  through  the  dis- 
tinctly visible  traceiy  of  the  rig^ng,  and  spread  ont 
in  broad  sheets  over  the  collapsing  sails.  The  river, 
t^  hostile  ctunps,  the  city,  and  the  distant  moun- 
tains, instantly  stood  revealed  as  in  noon  day,  by 
this  Imid  light.  As  the  blaze  spread,  explosion 
after  exploaon  racked  the  burning  vessels;  they 
staggered  and  spun  half-roond  under  the  shocks; 
but  still  the  ebb-tide  swept  them  rapidly  on,  near  to 
where  the  crowded  transports  lay. 
This  strange  and  terrible  sight  stnu^  the  sentries 
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with  uncontrollable  panic ;  they  fled  from  their  posta, 
carried  their  terrors  to  Uieir  picquets,  and  all  retired 
hastily  towards  tiie  Engli^  camp ;  falling  in  upon 
each  other  in  the  woods,  they  became  utterly  con- 
fused. The  alarm  spread ;  the  whole  line  turned 
out,  loaded  their  muskets,  and  prepared  somewhat 
unsteadily  for  action.  Order  and  confidence  were 
not  ftilly  restored  till  daylight  showed  that  there 
was  no  enemy  at  hand. 

la  the  meantime  upon  the  river,  where  real 
danger  threatened,  it  was  happily  met  with  cool  and 
courageous  skill.  As  soon  as  the  premature  igni- 
tion of  the  fire-ships  gave  the  alarm  to  the  fleet,  a 
number  of  well-manned  boats  put  o£C  and  pulled 
towards  tittem.  The  sailors  waited  until  the  guns 
were  discharged  uid  the  powder  exploded ;  then 
fixed  grappling-irons  upon  the  btu-ning  r^sels.  and 
towed  them  leisurely  ashore,  where  those  least 
injured  were  anchored;  the  rest  drifted  with  the 
tide  upon  the  rocks,  and  soon  broke  into  harmless 
ruin.  Then,  to  the  sharp  report  of  cannon  and 
grenade,  succeeded  the  cheerM  and  sonorous  "  All's 
well "  of  the  British  seunen. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  28th  of  June,  Wolfe 
published  a  manifesto  to  the  Canadian  people,  to  the 
following  effect:  "We  have  a  powerful  armament 
We  are  sent  by  the  Ekiglish  king  to  conquer  this 
province,  but  not  to  make  war  upon  women  and 
children,  the  ministers  of  religion,  or  industrious 
peasants.  We  lament  the  sufTerings  which  our 
invasion  may  inflict  npon  you,  but  if  you  remwn 
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neuter  we  proffer  you  safety  in  person  and  property, 
and  freedom  in  religion.  We  are  masters  of  the 
river;  no  succour  can  reach  you  from  France. 
General  Amho^t,  with  a  large  army,  assails  your 
southern  frontier.  Your  cause  is  hopeless;  your 
Talour  useless.  Your  nation  have  been  guilty  of 
great  cruelties  to  our  unprotected  settlers ;  but  we 
seek  not  revenge ;  we  offer  you  the  sweets  of  peace 
amidst  the  horrors  of  war.  Enghmd  in  her  strength 
will  befriend  you.  France  in  her  weakness  leaves 
you  to  your  ^.te." 

This  judicious  proclamation  was  however,  at  first, 
of  little  or  no  avail.  The  Canadian  clergy  used  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  excite  their  flodcs  against  the 
heretical  invaders,  and  implored  them  not  to  trust  to 
British  promises.  Hereditary  hatred  of  the  hauf^ty 
islanders  still  existed  in  the  hearts  of  ev&a.  the  trans- 
atlantic French.  The  counter>proclamations  and 
threats  of  Montcalm  also  bewildered  the  unhappy 
peasantry.  He  threatened  them  with  death  if  they 
revised  to  serve,  and  with  the  fiiry  of  the  savages  tf 
they  aided  the  English.  In  consequence  the  "  habi- 
tans"  generally  used  their  best  exertions  to  embarrass 
the  invaders,  and  to  assist  the  defence.  They  followed 
the  French  banners  pretty  finely,  and  famished  such 
supplies  to  the  army  as  their  means  allowed.  Not 
content  with  this  they  gave  the  rein  to  the  fierce 
passions  which  intercourse  with  the  Indians  had 
strengthened.  They  scalped  without  mercy  all  the 
English  that  fell  into  tiieir  hands;  massacred  the 
wounded,  and  mutilated  tiie  dead.    Wolfe  appealed 
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to  bis  gallant  enemy  to  put  a  stop  to  these  atroci-. 
ties ;  but  Montcalm's  authority  was  insufficient  to 
restraui  the  savages,  and  their  abnost  as  savage 
allies ;  and  it  must  be  admitted,  to  otur  shame,  that 
the  British  general  was  in  consequence  induced  to 
connive  at  a  vindictive  retaliation.  Ultimately  Wolfe 
issued  the  following  strange,  and  somewhat  condi- 
tional order: — "The  general  strictly  forbids  the 
inhuman  practice  of  scalping,  ejx^  when  the 
enemy  are  Indians,  or  Canadians  dreraed  like 
Indians."  At  the  same  time,  however,  he  threat- 
ened with  tifcie  punishment  of  death  all  who  might 
ofifer  cruelty  to  women,  and  decreed  the  severest 
penalties  against  plundering.  The  last  order  was 
ineffectual ;  for  the  soldiers  plundered  in  i^ 
directions. 

While  the  British  fleet  had  been  slowly  ascending 
the  river,  Montcalm  aad  his  followers  were  busily 
preparing  to  receive  it  They  laboured  unceasingly 
to  add  to  the  great  natural  strength  of  the 
country  about  Quebec.  Parapets  were  tlurown  up 
upon  eveiy  vulnerable  point,  guns  mounted,  and 
above  all,  no  efforts  were  spared  to  oi^nise  the 
numerous,  but  somewhat  doubtful,  forces  of  the 
Canadian  peasantry.  Five  veteran  French  batta- 
lions, filled  up  by  picked  men  from  the  colonial 
levies,  and  two  battalions  of  the  "marine,"  or 
"colony  troops,"  also  ti*ained  soldiers,  formed  the 
main  strength  of  his  army.  The  armed  peasantry 
or  militia  vrete  chiefly  posted  for  the  defence  of  tiie 
long  line  of  works  between  Quebec  and  Montm&- 
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T&uy ;  and  aererol  tribes  of  friendly  Ibidiana  bovearod 
about  among  the  nei^bouring  woods. 

The  Canadians  trusted  much  to  the  supposed  dif- 
ficulty of  the  river  navigation,  and  were  inexpressibly 
disappointed  when  a  preconcerted  signal  announced 
that  the  rast  British  annament  had  passed  the 
Narrows  in  safety.  Vfixm  the  crowding  sails  were 
seen  rannding  ihtt  Isle  of  Orleans,  the  people  in 
despair  flew  to  the  churches  to  oSSa  up  thor 
prayers  fiur  the  preservation  of  their  country.  At 
first  the  van  of  Admiral  Daioll'a  squadron  hoisted 
French  eoloiirs,  and  the  joyM  rumour  spread  along 
the  shore  that  a  fleet  bad  arrived  to  thehr  aid  from 
fVanee.  Pilots  hastened  on  board  to  qSS&  assist- 
ance to  their  supposed  friends ;  but  when  tb^  were 
detained,  and  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  instead  of 
the  French,  the  pleasing  illusion  was  dispelled. 
A  Canadian  priest  stood  gauug  delightedly  upfm  the 
^ps  through  a  telescope :  he  was  so  overwhelmed 
with  consternation  when  he  perc^ved  the  mistake 
that  he  fell  down  and  died. 

The  storm  had  tau^t  the  British  admiral  that 
the  channel  between  the  Island  ot  Orleans  and  the 
south  shore  was  neither  a  safe  nor  a  convenient 
anchorage;  he  therefore  determined  to  pass  up 
into  the  basin  jwith  his  whole  fleet  Infttrmation 
had,  however,  been  reotaved  that  the  French  occu- 
pied, in  some  fiirce  of  infantry  and  artilleiy,  a 
headland  called  Point  Levi,  which  is  opposite  to  the 
headland  of  Quebec,  and  wbidi  with  the  latter 
forms  the  strait  at  the  entrance  of  the  basin.    Fh>m 
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this  commandiiig  poBitian  the  enemy'B  guns  might 
Beriously  aanay  tiie  Engli^  ships.  Saonders  there- 
fore requested  General  Wolfe  to  drive  the  French 
aTTay  from  this  point,  and  to  occupy  it  himselfl 

On  the  evening  of  the  29tb  of  Jun^  Brigadier- 
General  Monckton  with  his  hrigade  of  four  battalions 
and  some  light  infantry  and  rangers  were  formed  on 
the  south-weetem  extremity  of  tiie  Island  of  Orleans, 
in  readiness  to  pass  over  against  Point  LerL 
Through  some  unforeseen  delay  they  did  not  embark 
till  dusk,  and  the  light  boopa  with  <me  regiment' 
only  were  enabled  to  cross  the  river  before  the  eU» 
of  tide  rendered  further  movemait  impossible  for 
the  present.  The  remaining  three  r^inents  lay  for 
the  nig^t  on  their  arms  by  the  ^ore.  The  troops 
which  had  embarked  landed  without  oppositian, 
and  coDtented  themsdves  with  taking  possessioa  of 
Beaumont  church  on  the  south  shore ;  there  thej 
barricaded  tbemselvee,  lifted  watdifires,  and 
awaited  the  morning. 

At  earliest  daylight  Monckton  embarked  the  rest 
of  his  brigade  and  pushed  across  to  the  advance. 
The  soimd  of  musketry  from  tiie  southern  slrare 
soon  stimulated  the  exertions  of  the  rowers,  and  as 
the  scattered  shots  breezed  up  into  a  skirmish,  they 
used  their  utmost  efkxrta  to  increase  tiieir  speed. 
The  troops  scarcely  waited  to  fonu  after  landing, 
hut  hastened  on  to  the  church  where  their  comrades 
had  passed  the  night.  There,  howerrer,  they  only 
met  with  a  cooi^e  of  wounded  men ;  the  li^t 
infanbj  had  speedily  ovorpowered  a  detachment  of 
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colony  troops,  and  were  still  pressing  hard  upon 
their  retreating  footsteps  through  the  wood.  The 
English  hrigadier  found  the  hanks  of  the  river 
steep,  the  country  rugged  and  difficult ;  a  few 
resolute  men  might  have  embarrassed  or  baffled 
his  expedition. 

In  the  meantime  the  British  hght  troops  had 
arrested  the  pursuit  kt  a  large  £arm-house  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  which  rises  into  the  headland  of  Point  Levi; 
they  deemed  it  prudent  to  secrete  themselves  there 
lest  the  enemy  should  return  with  reinforcements 
before  the  succours  arrived  from  Orleans,  and  also 
because  there  was  plenty  of  provisions,  some  plunder, 
uid  a  good  fire.  While  the  English  soldiers  were 
avaihng  themselves  of  these  advant^:es,  they  were 
alarmed  by  hearing  voices  close  at  hand ;  they  seized 
their  arms,  searched  the  house  and  the  surrounding 
thickets  without  discovering  any  one.  They  at 
length  determined  to  fire  the  building  and  fiUl  back 
npon  the  church.  In  a  few  moments  the  farm-house 
was  in  a  blaze.  Then  to  their  horror  loud  shrieks 
of  women  and  children  burst  from  the  burning 
ruins;  they  hastened  back  and  used  their  best 
endeavom^  to  save  the  sufferers,  but  in  vain ;  while 
they  yet  strove  the  roof  fell  in  with  a  crash,  and  all 
was  silent  The  miserable  victims  had  hidden 
themselves  in  a  cellar  at  the  approach  of  the  British 
troops.  After  this  horrible  incident  the  light 
infantry  fell  back  to  Beaumont  church,  where  they 
found  the  whole  of  Monckton's  brigade  assembled. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  hrigadier  moved  upon  the 
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heights  of  Point  Levi,  preceded  by  a  cloud  of  skir- 
mishers. The  way  lay  over  a  pleasant  road,  with 
a  h^hly  cultivated  country  on  either  side,  and  was 
not  disputed  till  the  British  troops  began  to  ascend 
the  hill.  They  soon  forced  the  height,  and  hurried 
on  to  the  vlll^e  feeing  Quebec.  Here,  however, 
they  received  a  check.  A  strong  body  of  Cana- 
dians threw  themselves  into  the  church  and  the 
adjoining  houses,  and  another  detachment  held 
stoutly  to  a  rocky  eminence  fiirther  to  the  rear. 
The  English  rallied  and  gained  possession  of  the 
buildings,  hut  were  speedily  dislodged  again;  the 
position  was  not  finally  won  till  the  78th  High- 
landers forced  the  flank  in  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  Monckton  himself,  with  four  companies  of 
grenadiers,  broke  through  the  front.  The  Canadians 
and  Indians,  who  had  fought  so  stoutly,  although 
not  altogether  more  than  1000  strong,  crossed  over 
to  Quebec,  when  evening  fell.  The  British  brigade 
housed  themselves  luxuriously  in  the  neat  village 
of  Point  Levi:  no  guns  fell  into  their  hands,  nor 
were  any  works  in  progress  on  that  side  of  the 
river. 

Montcalm  felt  that  the  assailants  had  gained  a 
dangerous  advantage  in  the  pcrasession  of  Point  Levi. 
Although  at  a  distance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  city,  heavy  ordnance  played  from  thence 
with  ruinous  effect.  In  a  council  of  war  he  had 
urged  that  4000  men  should  be  strongly  intrenched 
upon  this  position,  with  orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last 
extreauty;  hut  his  opinion  was  overruled  by  the 
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goTernor,  H.  de  Vaudreuil,  and  from  that  tune  a 
&tal  aUenatlon  arose  between  the  two  French 
authoritiea.  However,  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of 
July,  MontcaJni  made  a  feeble  effort  to  dislodge 
the  British,  by  attacking  their  position  from  three 
floating  batteries.  For  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
f^rench  continued  an  annoying  but  almost  harmless 
fire.  Then  Saunders  dispatched  the  Trent  frigate 
to  dieck  the  insult;  &Tonrable  winds  carried  her 
up  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  a  broadside  concluded 
the  business. 

From  that  time  Wolfe  exerted  himself  to  put 
Point  Levi  beyond  the  reach  of  &rther  insult; 
batteries  were  thrown  up,  and  guns  mounted  in 
commanding  dtuations.  In  the  afternoon  skirmishes 
took  place,  both  in  the  woods  near  this  new  posi- 
tion, and  on  the  Island  of  Orleans :  some  liTes  were 
lost  without  any  result,  and  both  parties  behaved 
with  savage  cruelty.  On  the  following  morning 
this  useless  misdtief  was  continued  :  the  same 
evening  Wolfe  made  a  reconnoissance  in  some  force 
np  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  marked  out  the 
groxmd  for  batteries  to  bombard  the  town.  Some 
of  the  rangere  under  Mtgor  Scott  penetrated  as  &r 
as  the  Ghaudi^  river  in  this  advance,  but  per- 
formed  nothing  worthy  of  notice. 

The  48th  Regiment,  the  Grenadiers  and  Li^t 
Infantry  of  the  division,  and  the  Bangers,  with 
working  parties  from  other  corps,  broke  ground  upon 
the  high  lands,  to  the  west  of  Point  Levi,  on  the  5th 
oi  July.    They  laboured  with  zeal,  and  the  batteries 
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which  were  to  play  fronL  thence  upon  Quebec  booh 
began  to  assume  a  formidable  appearance.  The 
rangers  took  post  during  the  daj  in  small  partiet 
upon  the  at^oining  hills,  which  commanded  thd 
several  approaches  to  the  worlra,  and  erected  small 
breaBtworks  for  their  defence,  while  they  goarded 
against  the  sudden  approach  of  an  enemy.  In  the 
meantime  a  portion  of  Townsend's  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Carleton^  was  engaged  in  throwing  up 
strong  intrenchments  on  the  westernmost  point  of 
Orleans.  When  these  two  positions  were  occupiedt 
the  safe^  of  the  fleet  in  the  basin  was  assured ; 
nevertheless,  by  some  unaccountable  tonerity  or 
cai^lessness,  the  l^ostoff  cutter  allowed  herself  to 
be  surprised  and  taken  by  the  enemy  while  sounding. 
This  little  incident  brought  on  a  brisk  cannonade, 
which  continued  for  nearly  two  hours,  without,  how- 
ever, causing  damage  to  either  i^arby. 

When  the  works  on  Point  Levi  and  on  the  western 
extremity  of  the  Island  of  Orleans  Wi^e  in  a  respect^  Jnly 
ably  defensible  condition,  Wolfe  turned  his  attention 
to  the  north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  a 
favourable  position  oifered  for  threatening  the  French 
left.  On  the  morning  of  the  dth  the  lighter  ressels 
of  the  British  fleet  hauled  in  to  the  shore  as  close  as 
tiie  depth  of  water  would  pennit,  and  opened  a  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  lines  between  Quebec  and  the  Falls 
of  Montmorency.  The  rfmge  was  distant;  neverthe- 
less the  seamen  plied  their  guns  with  such  effect, 
that  Montcalm  found  it  necessary  to  strike  the 
encampments  near  the  shore,  and  retire  upon  the 
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high  crest  which  extended  along  his  whole  front; 
there  he  was  beyond  reach  of  annoyance.  At  the 
first  dawn  Mondtton's  brigade,  with  the  exception  of 
the  working  parties,  was  formed  on  the  slopes  of  the 
hills  opposite  Quebec,  and  ostentatiously  marched 
up  the  left  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  westward  from 
Point  Levi  The  object  of  Ihe  bombardment  by  the 
ships,  and  this  movement  of  the  troops,  was  to  divert 
the  attention  of  Uie  enemy  from  Wolfe's  real  object, 
which  was  to  establish  himself  upon  the  north  shore 
by  the  Falls  of  Montmorency. 

The  morement  of  Monckton's  corps  was  marked 
by  an  incident  pre-eminently  lamentable,  even  among 
daily  scenes  of  death  and  misery.  A  lieutenant  of 
rangers,  with  twenty  men,  was  sent  to  scour  the 
woods  to  the  southward  of  the  line  of  march,  and  if 
possible  to  gain  information  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. They  prised  forward  with  somewhat  rash 
zeal  into  the  woody  solitudes,  and  being  overtakea 
by  the  night,  lay  on  their  arms,  and  returned  the 
next  morning.  While  retracing  their  steps  they 
were  attracted  by  smoke  rising  from  a  neighlwuring 
clearing.  They  approached,  having  spread  them- 
selves in  a  circle,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  those 
they  might  discover.  The  smoke  proceeded  from  a 
log  hut,  where  they  found  and  captured  a  man  and 
his  three  sous,  the  eldest  a  youth  of  fifteen  years. 
The  rangers  then  hurried  homewards  with  their 
prize.  They  had  not  got  &r  on  their  road  when 
the  horrible  war-whoop  of  the  Indians  rose  behind 
them,  and  a  glance  showed  that  their  assailants 
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were  in  oTerpowering  numberB.  There  was,  how- 
erer,  still  hope  of  escape,  for  the  rangers  were 
hardy  and  active  men,  skilled  in  forest  craft,  and 
happily  well  acquainted  with  the  ragged  and  intri- 
cate paths.  They  plunged  into  the  woods  at  a 
running  pace,  and  in  a  few  minutes  emerged  into 
another  road  unknown  to  their  fierce  pursuers. 
But  here  an  unfortunate  difficulty  arose ;  the  elder 
prisoners  were  hurried  along,  unwillingly  enough, 
but  in  terrified  silence ;  not  so  the  two  younger, 
who  were  mere  children ;  they  filled  the  air  with 
lamentations  and  cries  of  alarm  that  neither 
intreaties  nor  threats  could  check.  The  British  lieu- 
tenant then  begged  of  them  to  leave  him  and  return 
home ;  but  the  poor  innocents  only  clung  the  more 
closely  to  him,  and  wailed  the  louder.  The  sole 
chance  of  escape  lay  in  reaching,  unobserved,  a  pass 
which  led  to  the  new  position  of  Monckton*s  brigade, 
and  by  which  the  Indians  might  not  expect  them 
to  retreat.  The  hapless  children,  however,  by  their 
screams,  guided  the  savages  in  then-  pursuit  through 
the  tangled  woods,  and  again  the  war-whoop  sonnded 
close  behind  the  fugitives.  An  awfiil  moment  of 
irresolution  was  succeeded  by  an  awful  resolve ;  the 
British  officer,  with  a  moumfiil  heart,  gave  the 
order  that  his  young  prisoners  should  be  silenced 
for  ever.  The  rangers  reached  the  brigade  in  safety 
before  evening. 

While  the  attention  of  the  enemy  was  distracted 
by  Monckton  and  the  fleet,  Wolfe  passed  over  from 
Orieaos  to  the  eastward  of  Montmorency,  with  a 
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lar^  force,  at  about  one  o'clock  In  tiie  day,  and 
encamped,  unopposed,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Btream,  close  to  the  Falls.  He  immediately  placed 
some  light  artillery  in  position,  and  commenced 
intrenching  himself.  The  works  were  vigorously 
continued  the  following  morning,  and  Captain 
Dank's  company  of  rangers  were  piished  fcnrward 
I:tto  the  woods  to  cover  some  parties  who  wa« 
eng^ed  in  making  fescines  for  the  intrench- 
ments.  The  Rangers  had  scarcely  entered  the  bush 
when  they  were  suddenly  and  fiercely  assailed 
by  a  considerable  body  of  ambushed  Indians,  and 
driven  back  with  considerable  loss.  When  they 
got  into  tiie  open  ground,  however,  tihey  rallied; 
the  savages,  elated  with  their  first  success,  pressed 
boldly  on  and  renewed  the  combat,  forcing  the 
Briti^  troops  back  over  the  fields  towards  the  camp, 
and  scalping  and  massacring  the  wounded  in  the 
sight  of  their  comrades.  But  the  state  of  affUrs 
was  soon  changed;  some  advanced  companies  of 
Townshend's  brigade,  with  two  field-pieces,  hurried 
out  on  hearing  the  firing ;  they  fell  on  the  flank  of 
the  Indians  and  slaughtered  them  without  meccy. 

The  plan  of  Wolfe's  operations  was  now  fairly 
developed.  The  mass  of  his  army  was  formed  in 
threatening  array  upon  the  extreme  left  of  the 
French  position,  and  firom  a  condderable  height 
looked  down  almost  into  the  rear  of  their  intrench- 
ments.  The  British  general  had  hoped  that  from 
hence  he  might  find  a  ford  across  the  rapid  stream 
of  the  Montmorency,  and  force  on  an  action  in  the 
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open  country  behind  the  enemy's  lines;  there  he 
donbted  not  that  the  courage  and  diacipline  of  his 
troops  would  e^Te  him  an  easy  victory  over  the 
numerous  Canadian  levies.  But  he  had  altogeth^ 
mistaken  the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking.  The 
only  ford  was  three  miles  up  the  stream ;  the  bush 
was  so  dense  and  the  country  so  rugged  that  a  few 
Indiana  suffloed  to  baffle  his  repeated  attempts  to 
reconnoitre  and  killed  or  wounded  no  less  than 
forty  of  his  men.  He  could  no  longer  endure  the 
slaughter  of  his  magnificent  light  in&ntry  by  the 
hands  of  unseen  savages,  and  altogether  abandoned 
the  idea  of  crossing  the  river  above  the  Falls. 

Montcalm  quickly  perceived  the  dangerous  ern^ 
of  the  English  in  dividing  their  small  army. 
As  soon  as  Monckton*s  brigade  commenced  to 
plant  tiieir  guns  on  Point  Levi,  1500  Canadians 
and  savages  were  pushed  across  the  St.  Law- 
rence from  Quebec,  and  posted  in  the  woods 
on  the  right  buik :  they  reconnoitred  the  English 
position,  and  having  obtained  a  reinforcement  of 
300  colony  troops,  prepared  for  an  attack  on  the 
nig^it  of  the  13th.  M.  de  Charrier,  seigneur  of  Point 
Levi,  a  akUful  and  a  resolute  man,  commanded  the 
assailants;  meanwhile,  Wolfe,  on  hearing  of  the 
enemy's  movements,  had  taken  tiie  command,  in  per- 
son, at  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  night  came 
on  still  and  cloudless,  but  very  dark ;  the  weather 
was  intensely  hot,  and  the  British  troops,  wearied 
with  the  labours  of  the  day,  lay  in  profound 
repose,  not  dreaming  tiiat  the  Frendi  would  venture 
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a  night  attack.  The  sentries,  indeed,  paced  their 
July  rounds,  but  unconsciouB  of  the  danger  that  lay 
under  the  dark  shadows  of  the  neighbouring  forest, 
they  still  shouted  "  All's  well "  as  each  hour  passed 
away. 

The  French  advanced  in  two  columns,  silently  and 
at  first  with  great  steadiness;  as  they  proceeded,  the 
difficulty  of  the  road  and  the  extreme  darkness  of 
the  night  threw  them  into  some  confusion ;  despite 
the  skill  of  their  leader  and  his  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  ground  the  disorder  increased.  The  most  perfect 
discipline  and  self-confidence  are  rarely  proof  against 
the  hazards  of  a  night  attack ;  among  raw  levies, 
such  as  were  the  bulk  of  de  Charrier's  followers, 
disorder  once  commenced  becomes  inextricable. 
While  he  yet  strove  to  reform  the  broken  ranks,  an 
unexplained  noise  in  a  coppice  by  the  road-side 
struck  the  Canadians  with  sudden  panic,  and  they 
rapidly  retraced  their  steps.  The  rear  column  hear- 
ing the  approach  of  numerous  footsteps  fi'om  the 
front,  supposed  that  the  English  were  upon  them, 
and  poured  a  close  volley  among  the  fugitives, 
who  again,  under  a  like  mistake,  returned  the  fire. 
The  bloodshed  was  only  stayed  by  both  parties 
flying  in  different  directions.  Not  less  than  seventy 
of  the  French  were  killed  and  wounded  in  this  unto- 
ward enterprise.    The  attempt  was  not  renewed. 

The  British  batteries  being  completed  at  Point 
Levi  and  at  Montmorency,  a  fire  of  guns  and  mortars 
was  poured  night  and  day  upon  the  city  of  Quebec, 
fmd  upon  the  French  lines  to  the  westward.    The 
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enemy  replied  with  spirit  but  with  little  effect 
The  Lower  Town  was  much  dama{|;ed  by  the  con-  July 
stant  bombardment  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  forenoon  of  the 
16th,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  Upper  Town  where  a 
shell  had  fallen.  The  flames  spread  with  rapidity, 
fanned  by  a  strong  north-west  wind ;  many  build- 
ings were  destroyed  before  the  conflagration  was 
arrested,  among  others  the  great  cathedral,  with  all 
its  paintings,  images,  and  ornaments.  The  defences 
remained  untouched  throughout  this  lamentable 
destruction ;  the  assailants  only  diminished  the 
value  of  the  prize  for  which  they  strove,  without 
approaching  a  whit  nearer  to  its  attainment. 

Wolfe  returned  to  the  north  camp  on  the  16th, 
and  pushed  the  works  above  the  Falls  of  Mont- 
morency with  vigour.  He  frequently,  during  the 
day,  sent  out  detachments  of  troops  to  scour  the 
neighbouring  woods,  and  to  keep  the  marauding 
Indians  in  check.  The  savages  hovered  con- 
stantly round  the  British  position,  and  from  their 
ambush  sprang  like  tigers  upon  those  who  ventured 
unprotected  within  their  reach.  On  the  night  of 
16th,  they  surprised  and  scalped  four  sentries  of  the 
Louisburg  Grenadiers.  While  Wolfe  busied  himself 
in  strengthening  his  position,  and  cannonading  the 
French  lines  at  a  distance,  M.  de  Ijevi,  a  distinguished 
French  ofiQcer  sohcited  Montcalm  to  drive  him 
away.  "  Dislodge  him  thence  and  he  will  give  us 
more  trouble,"  replied  Montcalm, "  while  there  he 
cannot  hurt  us ;  let  him  amuse  himself." 
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The  British  general  determined  to  reconnoitre  the 
banks  of  the  river  above  the  town  while  he  still 
3iij  continued  his  preparations  below.  With  this  view 
a  small  squadron  under  Captain  Rous  sailed  with 
iair  wind  and  tide  a  little  before  midnight  on  the 
18th,  and  passed  up  unharmed  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  One  frigate,  howeTer,  the  Diana, 
ran  aground  near  Ft^t  Ijevi,  and  could  not  be  got 
off  till  the  following  daj.  This  bold  passage  was  a 
complete  surprise  to  the  besieged ;  the  English  ships 
were  not  observed  b;  the  sentries  till  it  was  too 
late  to  bring  guns  to  bear ;  two  of  these  unhappy 
soldiers  paid  the  penalty  of  deatii  fi:>r  their  carelesa- 
neas ;  they  were  hung  on  a  gibbet  the  following 
morning  la  sight  of  both  armies. 

Montcalm  lost  no  time  in  soiding  some  guns  up 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  to  annoy  the  British 
squadron;  he  erected  &  battery  in  a  suitable 
position  at  a  {dace  called  Silloy,  and  compelled 
Rous  to  weigh  anchor  and  move  up  the  stream. 
The  French  artillerymen  had  not  been  long  inactive 
after  this  achievement  when  they  were  again  called 
to  their  gons ;  a  barge  was  discovered  skirting  the 
southern  shore,  and  steering  towards  the  nearest 
English  ship.  They  gave  her  a  salvo  as  she  went 
by,  and  one  shot  carried  away  her  mast ;  before  they 
could  reload  she  was  out  of  reach.  General  Wolfe 
vas  in  this  barge  on  his  way  to  reoonnoiire  the 
upper  river. 

Wolfe  found  tiie  aspect  of  aflbiis  as  un^omlsing 
above  the  town  as  it  was  below;  tlue  banks  were 
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ereiywhere  hieh  aod  precipitous ;  at  each  assaUablo 
point  intrenciunents  more  or  leas  formidable  had  joiy 
been  thrown  up,  and  each  movement  was  jealoualj 
watched  &om  the  shore.  Howerer,  to  divide  and 
harass  the  enemy,  and  in  the  hope  of  procuring  in- 
telligence, he  sent  Colonel  Carleton.  who  commanded 
the  troops  embarked  in  Roub's  squadron,  to  make  a 
descent  upon  the  email  town  (^  Point  aux  Trranbles, 
to  wbicih  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quebeo  had 
retired  with  their  stores,  papers,  and  valuables. 

Carleton  landed  on  the  22nd  at  the  head  of  three 
companies  of  grenadiers  and  a  battalion  of  the 
Royal  Americans :  a  few  Indians  offered  some  resist- 
ance at  firal;  and  wounded  several  of  the  leadmg 
files,  hut  were  soon  overpowered,  and  driv«i  into 
the  woods.  A  number  of  useless  prisoners,  Bome 
plunder,  and  several  packets  of  letters,  feiU  into 
the  hands  of  the  English.  The  latter  were  of 
importance-  ''De  Yaudrenil,  the  govemco',  and 
Montcalm  have  disagreed,  and  endeavour  to  ^nbar- 
rass  each  other,"  quotes  cme  writer.  "  But  for  respect 
for  our  priests,  and  fear  of  the  savages,  we  would 
eulnnit,"  writes  the  next.  "We  are  without  hope, 
and  vrithout  food,"  j»ays  a  third.  "  Since  the  English 
have  passed  the  town,  our  communication  with 
Montreal  is  out  oflf— God  has  f<»FBaken  us,"  lamenta 
another.  The  misery  of  the  besieged  was  great, 
therefore  great  also  was  the  hope  of  the  besiegers. 

To  increase  the  distress  of  the  enemy*  an  order 
was  issued  from  the  EngUsh  head-quarters  on  the 
24th  of  July.    **  Our  out-parties  are  to  bum  and 
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lay  waste  the  countiy  for  the  future,  spaiing  only 
Jnly.  churches,  or  houses  dedicated  to  divine  worship." 
However,  it  was  again  repeated,  "  that  women  and 
children  are  not  to  be  molested  on  any  account 
whatsoever."  We  may  suppose  men  received  scant 
mercy.  "We  played  so  warmly  on  the  town  last 
night,  that  a  fire  broke  out  in  two  different  parts  of 
it  at  eleven  o'clock,  which  burned  with  great  rapi- 
dity until  near  three  tills  morning.  We  are  erecting 
a  new  six-gun  battery  to  the  right  of  the  others,  to 
keep  the  town  in  ruins,  which  appears  to  be  almost 
destroyed."  So  writes  an  officer  of  the  43rd,  in  his 
journal,  dated  Point  Levi,  25th  of  July,  1769.  Such 
is  war,  even  when  Wolfe,  the  pious,  the  domestic 
and  the  tender-hearted,  was  the  general ! 

On  the  26th  the  indefatigable  Bntlsh  general  pro- 
ceeded up  the  left  bank  of  the  Montmorency  river 
to  reconnoitre  some  works  which  the  enemy  were 
erecting  on  the  opposite  side.  His  escort  was 
attacked  by  a  swarm  of  Indians,  and  for  a  time 
hardly  pressed  ;  many  of  the  English  soldiers  were 
struck  down  before  they  could  get  sight  of  their 
subtle  enemy;  and  when  the  savages  were  finally 
silenced,  it  was  with  the  loss  of  nearly  fifty  of 
Wolfe's  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  next  morning 
the  78th  Highlanders  surprised  a  French  detach- 
ment, and  slew  nine  of  them ;  their  own  colonel  and 
a  captun  were,  however,  wounded  in  the  struggle. 

In  consequence  of  some  threatening  movements 
in  the  British  fleet,  the  French  sent  down  a 
fire-raft  on  the  night  of  the  28th.     A  number 
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of  small  schooners,  shallops  and  rafts  were  chained 
together,  to  the  breadth  of  200  yards,  and  laden 
with  shells,  grenades,  old  guns,  pistols,  and  tar- 
barrels  ;  this  miscfaieTOUS  contrivance  floated  rapidly 
down  with  the  ebb  tide.  The  English  seamen, 
however,  were,  as  before,  alert,  and  towed  the  fire- 
raft  ashore,  without  its  having  caused  the  slightest 
damage.  The  following  morning  Wolfe  sent  a  flag 
of  tmce  to  the  garrison  of  Quebec  with  the  following 
message : — "  If  the  enemy  presimie  to  send  down 
any  more  fire-rafla,  they  are  to  be  made  fast  to  two 
particular  transports,  in  which  are  all  the  Canadian 
and  other  prisoners,  in  order  that  they  may  perish  by 
their  own  base  inveDtions."  The  French  constructed 
no  more  fire-rafts. 
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Wolfe  had  now  been  fire  weeks  before  Quebec ;  not 
a  few  lives  had  been  lost,  a  vast  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition expended,  and,  above,  all  the  season  of  action 
was  already  half  consumed.  But  as  yet  no  important 
step  in  a  military  point  of  view  had  been  gained. 
The  high  grounds  which  he  occupied  beyond  Mont- 
morency and  Point  Levi  had  scarcely  been  disputed 
by  the  enemy.  From  day  to  day  the  hostile  para- 
pets were  strengthened  and  extended.  He  had 
carefully  examined  the  north  bank  of  the  Great 
River  above  and  below  the  city,  and  could  discover 
no  one  spot  where  either  nature  or  art  did  not 
forbid  his  landing.  Whatever  discontent  or  distress 
might  exist  in  the  Canadian  camp,  there  appeared  no 
diminution  of  numbers,  or  slackening  of  zeal  in  the 
defence.  Montcalm  had  neither  suffered  himself  to 
be  provoked  by  insult  or  to  be  tempted  by  brilliant 
but  dangerous  opportunity.  He  rendered  assurance 
doubly  sure  by  keeping  his  superior  force  in  a 
superior  position ;  his  raw  provincial  levies  when 
behind  breastworks  were  far  from  inefficient,  and 
his  numerous  savage  allies  were  terrible  in  their 
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forest  wufare ;  with  the  first  he  manned  his  lines, 
with  the  latter  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  harassing 
the  inTaders.  On  the  other  hand,  the  state  of  affairs 
in  the  British  camp  was  by  no  means  promising; 
under  Wolfe's  circumstances  inaction  was  almost 
equivalent  to  defeat. 

It  was  Ij-ue  that,  before  leaving  England,  he  was 
instructed  that  his  expedition  was  only  auxiliary  to 
that  of  Amherst.  To  the  main  army,  which  was 
advancing  by  the  inland  lakes,  England  looked  for 
the  conquest  of  the  country.  Wolfe  had  already 
occupied  the  most  important  points  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Quebec,  and  might  well  be  excused  had  he 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  general-in-chief  for  an 
attack  upon  the  great  stronghold.  In  this  situation 
many  a  brave  and  experienced  veteran  would  pro- 
bably have  written  "  a  most  eloquent  and  conclusive 
apology  for  being  beaten,  or  for  standing  still.'" 
But  Wolfe  had  been  happily  chosen.  He  deeply  felt 
that  his  unusual  selection  should  be  justified  by 
unusual  achievements,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
risk  his  reputation,  as  well  as  his  life,  rather  than 
foil  the  sanguine  hopes  of  his  country. 

Before  narrating  Wolfe's  determination  in  this 
crisis,  and  the  events  consequent  thereupon,  it  will 
perhaps  be  well  to  recal  the  reader's  attention  to 
the  position  of  the  Canadian  army.  The  north 
shore  of  the  basin  of  Quebec  is  a  curve  of  about 

'  Lord  Halion'e  Hittory  of  England  from  the  Peace  of  Utrecht, 
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eight  miles  long.  The  waters  shoal  as  they  approach 
this  shore,  and  at  low  tide  a  muddy  bank  is  exposed, 
in  some  places  nearly  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  The 
long-crested  height,  mentioned  in  a  former  descrip- 
tion, at  some  parts  of  the  line  overhangs  high  water 
mark,  at  others  recedes  into  the  country,  and  leaves 
some  rich  alluvial  fields  between  its  base  and  the 
river's  banks.  Wherever  this  height  was  not  suffi- 
ciently precipitous  to  form  a  natural  defence,  the 
face  was  scarped,  the  summit  crowned  with  a 
parapet,  and  the  foot  pallisadoed  or  armed  with 
abattis.  The  Irregular  line  of  this  formidable  front 
shaped  itself  here  and  there  into  projections  and 
inclinations  as  if  traced  in  flank  and  ravelin  by  the 
skill  of  the  engineer.  The  extreme  left  of  the 
French  army  rested  on  the  rocky  banks  of  the 
Montmorency.  The  beautiful  cataract,  and  the 
foaming  rapids  for  three  miles  up  the  stream  forbad 
the  passage  of  an  enemy ;  there  was  indeed  a  ford, 
but  it  was  well  defended ;  beyond  that  the  tangled 
bush  defied  the  strength  of  battalions.  Below  the 
Falls,  however,  the  waters  spread  themselves  in 
numerous  shallow  channels  over  the  sands,  and  the 
stream  is  fordable  except  at  high  tide.  To  strengthen 
this  weak  point,  Montcalm  had  thrown  up  a  4-gun 
redoubt  at  the  foot  of  the  overhanging  cliffe ;  although 
defiladed  ttom  the  British  artillery  these  clifi^  were 
altogether  exposed  to  that  of  the  French,  and  there- 
fore untenable  in  case  of  falling  into  the  assailants' 
hands. 
Towards  the  right  of  the  French  position  the 
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crested  ridge  subsides  in  a  gentle  slope  upon  a 
valley,  through  the  centre  of  which  winds  the 
St.  Charles  or  Little  River.  The  entrance  to  this 
stream  is  deep,  and  forms  a  small  harbour;  here 
the  French  had  run  their  ships  of  war  aground, 
and  these  powerful  wooden  batteries,  with  their 
heavy  guns,  swept  the  slopes  on  either  side,  both 
towards  the  city  walls,  and  the  right  shoulder  of 
the  crested  height 

The  almost  desperate  course  upon  which  Wolfe  at 
length  determined,  was  that  of  attacking  the  enemy 
in  these  intrenchments.  He  maturely  weighed  his 
plans ;  the  skill  and  caution  of  the  execution  could 
alone  justify  the  temerity  of  the  resolve.  The 
redoubt  on  the  low  ground,  in  front  of  the  French 
left,  and  near  the  Falls  of  Montmorency,  offered  the 
most  vulnerable  point:  detached  from  the  main 
defences,  and  within  readi  of  guns  from  the  shipping, 
he  doubted  not  that  he  could  easily  master  it,  or 
bring  on  a  general  action  for  its  possession.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  redoubt  could  not  be  held  when 
taken,  for  it  lay  exposed  to  the  artillery  of  the 
French.  However,  there  were  difficulties  on  every 
side;  Wolfe  chose  that  which  he  considered  the  least. 
He  well  knew  that,  even  were  he  to  carry  the  crested 
hill  ova*  the  redonbt,  and  to  force  the  enemy  from 
their  works,  the  River  St.  Charles  and  the  inner 
intrenchments  still  lay  between  him  and  the  city ; 
"  but,"  said  he,  "  a  victorious  army  meets  with  no 
difficulties." 

Wolfe's  available  force   was  less  by  one-third 
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■^uiy  than  that  of  the  defenders  of  this  almost  impr^- 
nable  position.  He  had  to  risk  the  conAision  of 
a  debarkation,  the  despotism  of  the  tides,  and 
the  caprice  of  the  winds.  The  undertaking  was 
all  but  desperate,  and  yet  an  overweening  confi- 
dence in  their  chief  and  in  themselves  was  more 
&ttal  to  the  British  troops  than  the  guns  and  para- 
pets of  the  enemy. 

Wolfe  concerted  the  plan  of  attack  with  the 
admiral.  A  small  frigate,  the  Centurion,  was  to 
sail  towards  the  shore,  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water 
would  permit,  and  open  fire  •  upon  the  redoubt. 
Two  armed  transports  received  orders  to  second  the 
frigate,  and,  if  necessary,  to  run  aground  in  a 
fkvourable  position.  In  one  of  these  the  general 
himself  embarked.  The  boats  of  the  fleet  were 
directed  to  take  on  board  the  greater  part  of 
Monckton's  brigade  at  Point  Levi,  with  the  available 
troops  from  Orleans,  and  to  muster  at  an  early  horn- 
in  the  forenoon  off  the  north-western  point  of  that 
island.  In  the  meantime  the  British  batteries  frt>m 
Point  Levi,  and  the  heights  over  Montmorency 
Falls,  were  to  open  upon  the  city  and  the  intrench- 
meuts  with  every  gun  and  mortar.  Townshend'a 
and  Murray's  brigades  were  commanded  to  form  in 
close  columns  eastward  of  the  ford  below  the  Fall^ 
and  there  to  await  the  general's  orders. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  SIst  of  July, 
the  16th  and  78th  Regiments,  200  men  of  the  Royal 
Americans,  and  all  tlie  grenadiers  of  Monckton's 
brigade,  embarked  in  the  boats  of  the  fleet  at  Point 
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Levi;  they  made  for  the  north-west  poiot  of  the 
Island  of  Orleans,  where  they  were  joined  by  four 
more  companies  of  grenadiers.  The  whole  flotilla 
then  pushed  out  into  mid-channel,  and  awaited 
orders.  At  eleven  o'clock  the  two  armed  transports 
stood  in  for  the  Point  de  Lest,  and  grounded ;  one, 
under  Lieutenant  Gamier,  within  musket-Eihot  of 
the  French  redoubt.  At  the  same  time  Admiral 
Saunders,  in  the  Centurion,  brought  to,  a  little 
further  from  the  shore  opposite  the  ford,  and  all 
three  vessels  opened  fire.  This  gave  the  signal  to 
the  gunners  at  Point  Levi,  and  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Montmorency:  they  also  began  to  work;  the 
enemy  replied;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole 
of  the  vast  amphitheatre  resounded  with  the  roar 
of  artillery. 

Wolfe  was  in  the  transport  which  had  firat 
grounded ;  he  promptly  observed  that  the  redoubt, 
if  taken,  was  too  distant  from  the  water  to  allow  of 
effectual  support  by  the  guns  and  the  small  arms 
of  the  shipping.  He  saw,  moreover,  that  his  threat- 
ening movements  had  caused  an  unusual  stir  in  the 
French  lines ;  bodies  of  troops  were  moving  to  and 
fro  between  the  several  points  of  defence,  with  that 
degree  of  irregularity  which  usually  attends  the 
sudden  re-formations  of  undisciplined  men:  two 
battalions  of  the  enemy  were  observed  marching 
from  the  rear  of  thdr  left  in  the  direction  of  the 
Ford  three  miles  up  the  Montmorency  River ;  their 
object  was  evidently  to  cross  the  stream,  and  fall 
upon  the  British  batteries  on  the  left  bank,  while 
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Jul;  the  mass  of  Wolfe's  army  was  occupied  in  tbe 
attack  upon  the  iDtrenchments.  This  movement 
was  immediately  met  hy  a  counter-demonstration : 
the  48tfa  Regiment,  which  had  heen  left  in  the 
works  at  Point  Levi,  was  ostentatiously  pushed 
up  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  as  if  about 
to  cross  and  attempt  the  French  position  above  the 
City.  Montcalm,  upon  this,  gave  up  his  flank 
attack,  and  dispatched  the  two  battalions  to  watch 
the  48th  fh>m  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

For  several  hours  during  these  demonstrations  the 
firing  on  all  sides  had  slackened;  the  flotilla  still 
lay  motionless  in  the  centre  of  the  northern  channel 
of  the  St.  Lawrence.  A  great  part  of  the  day  had 
thus  passed  without  anything  of  importance  having 
been  attempted.  The  clouds  gathered  heavily  over 
the  hills,  and  the  receding  tide  warned  Wolfe  that 
only  brief  space  was  left  for  action.  He  hesitated 
for  a  time ;  circumstances  were  very  adverse ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  slight  disorder  in  the  enemy's 
lines  confirmed  the  bolder  counsel  always  most  con- 
genial to  his  mind.  At  four  o'clock  he  signalled  for 
a  renewal  of  the  cannonade ;  at  five  his  barge  put 
off  from  the  second  transport,  and  rowed  towards 
the  flotilla,  and  at  the  same  moment  a  red  flag  ran 
up  to  the  mizen  peak  of  the  stranded  ^p :  it  was 
the  signal  to  advance. 

With  a  loud  cheer  the  sailors  bent  to  the  oar,  and 
the  long  motionless  flotilla  sprung  into  life.  A  few 
strokes  somewhat  disordered  the  regularity  of  the 
line;  some  boats  were  fester, — some  crews  more 
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vigorous  than  others.  As  they  approached,  the 
French  gunners  tried  the  decreasing  range;  the 
shot  fell  near,  hissed  over  head,  and  at  length  fell 
in  among  the  boats.  Some  few  struck  with  fatal 
effect,  for  the  weak  frames  were  easUy  shivered, 
and  then  sunk  with  all  on  board.  While  still 
pressing  on  through  the  fire,  the  leading  boats 
grounded  on  a  'ledge  of  unseen  rocks  at  short 
musket^hot  from  the  beach.  The  disorder  then 
became  dangerous. 

Wolfe  was  now  in  action :  hesitation  was  at  an 
end.  He  gave  orders  that  the  flotilla  should  re-form 
in  rear  of  the  rocks,  and  when  ithe  boats  were 
again  afloat  he  signalled  to  Townshend  to  stop  the 
advance  of  his  brigade,  which  was  already  in  motion 
upon  the  ford,  then  sprang  into  a  cutter  with  some 
navy  officers,  and  skirted  the  reef  in  search  of  an 
opening.  He  soon  succeeded.  It  was  now  half-past 
five ;  the  storm  threatened  close  at  hand ;  battalion 
after  battalion  the  French  were  crowding  from 
right  to  left ;  but  Wolfe  was  not  to  be  daunted,  he 
renewed  the  signal  uf  attack,  and  himself  pointed 
out  the  way  through  the  rocks.  A  few  strokes 
carried  the  flotilla  to  the  shore;  while  the  eager 
troops  sprang  upon  land  the  French  gave  a  parting 
volley,  and  abandoned  the  redoubt  and  the  detached 
battery  which  defended  the  ford. 

The  thirteen  companies  of  grenadiers  and  the 
Royal  Americans  were  flrst  ashore;  they  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  in  fbur  columns  on  the  beach, 
there  to  await  the  support  of  the  remainder  of 
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Jul;  Monckton's  brigade  from  the  boats,  and  Towns- 
bend's  from  beyond  the  ford.  But  these  chosen 
men  were  flushed  with  an  overweening  confidence ; 
proud  of  their  post  of  preference,  proud  of  their  indi- 
vidual strength,  and  exasperated  by  long  delay,  they 
burst  like  bloodhounds  from  the  leash.  Despite  the 
orders  of  their  ofBcers  they  raced  across  the  inter- 
vening fields,  and  without  any  order  or  formation 
threw  themselves  agiunst  the  crested  height. 

Wolfe  soon  saw  that  this  rash  valour  had  ruined 
the  fortunes  of  the  day;  nothing  remuned  but  to 
make  such  preparations  for  retreat  as  might  miti- 
gate the  inevitable  disaster.  Monckton's  remaining 
r^ments,  the  16th  and  78th,  were  now  landed,  and 
formed  in  admirable  order  upon  the  beach,  while 
Townshend  and  Murray  crossed  the  ford  of  the 
Montmorency  and  advanced  to  join  them.  Instead 
of  risking  this  unbroken  array  in  supporting  the 
unfortunate  attack  of  the  advance,  Wolfe  kept  his 
men  in  hand,  and  strove  to  recal  the  disordered 
assailants.  Meanwhile  the  storm  burst,  and  when 
the  grenadiers  reached  the  steep  slope  they  found  it 
impossible  to  keep  their  footing  on  the  muddy  side ; 
their  ammunition  was  soon  rendered  useless  by 
the  teeming  rain,  but  still  trusting  to  the  bayonet 
they  tried  to  make  good  their  ground  upon  the  hilL 
The  position  was  far  stronger  than  they  had  antici- 
pated; they  were  out  of  breath  and  exhausted  by 
their  hurried  advance ;  by  the  time  they  had  clam- 
bered within  reach  of  the  enemy's  parapets  they 
were  already  beaten.    One  close  and  steady  volley 
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of  the  French  sufficed  to  roll  them  back  from  off  the 
crested  hill. 

In  tiunultuous  disorder  the  grenadiers  fell  back 
upon  the  abandoned  redoubt,  and  sought  shelter 
under  its  parapets  from  the  stinging  fire  of  the 
French.  The  works  had,  however,  been  so  con- 
Btnicted  that  little  or  no  protection  was  afforded 
f^ainst  the  ne^hbouring  heights.  Officers  and  men 
were  rapidly  struck  down  in  vain  endeavours  to 
re-form  the  broken  ranks,  but  still  with  sullen 
tenacity  they  held  the  unprofitable  position.  At 
length,  in  obedience  to  peremptory  orders,  they 
retired,  and  took  post  in  the  rear  of  Mouckton's 
line. 

The  slope  of  the  fatal  hill  now  presented  a  melan- 
choly scene  to  the  British  army.  More  than  200  of 
the  grenadiers  had  fallen ;  the  track  of  the  rash  ad- 
vance and  disastrous  retreat  was  marked  by  the 
dying  and  the  dead.  Some  red  coats  lay  almost 
under  the  enemy's  parapets,  where  a  few  of  these 
impetuous  men  had  won  their  way ;  others  were  seen 
draj^ng  their  maimed  limbs  to  seek  shelter  behind 
rocks  or  trees  &om  the  vindictive  fire  which  the 
French  still  poured  upon  their  fallen  foes.  Among 
the  wounded  lay  Captain  Ochterlony  and  Ensign 
Peyton  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  Royal  Ameri- 
cans ;  they  had  refused  the  proffered  aid  of  their 
retreating  soldiers,  and  being  bound  by  ties  of  the 
closest  friendship  determined  to  meet  together  the 
desperate  chances  of  the  field.  They  sat  down  side 
by  side,  bade  each  other  farewell,  and  await«d  their 
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J"l7  fete.  In  a  few  minutes  a  Frenchmnn  and  two 
Indians  approached,  plundered  the  wouaded  officers, 
and  were  about  to  murder  Ochterlony,  when  Peyton 
shot  one  of  the  savages  with  a  double-barrelled  gun 
which  he  stiU  held ;  the  other  then  rushed  upon 
him,  and  although  receiving  the  contents  of  the 
second  barrel,  closed  in  mortal  struggle.  The  English- 
man succeeded  after  a  moment  in  drawing  a  dagger, 
and  with  repeated  stabs  brought  the  Indian  to  the 
ground.  In  the  meantime  the  French  soldier  had 
carried  Ochterlony  as  a  prkoner  to  his  lines.^ 

Peyton  now  started  up,  and  although  his  leg  was 
broken,  ran  for  forty  yards  towards  the  river;  there 
he  sank  exhausted.  Presently  a  crowd  of  Indians, 
reeking  from  their  work  of  butchery,  approached 
him  from  the  extreme  left.  Peyton  reloaded  his 
musket,  leant  upon  his  unwounded  limb,  and  faced 
the  savages;  the  two  foremost  hesitated  before  this 
resolute  attitude,  when  to  the  deep  di^ace  of  the 
French  they  opened  a  Are  of  musketry  and  even 
cannon  from  their  breastworks  upon  the  mumed 

*  "  Ctkptain  Ochterlonj,  who  is  wounded,  and  ft  prisoner,  hod  the 
good  fortune  to  be  protected  from  the  earages  bj  a  French  grenadier, 
to  whom  it  IB  confidently  reported  that  General  Wolfe  aent  twentj 
gnineaa,  as  a  reward  for  his  homaaitj.  M.  Montcalm  returned  the 
monej,  eajing,  the  man  had  not  particuUrljr  merited  sach  a  gratuity, 
haring  done  no  more  than  his  duty,  and  what  he  hoped  erery  French- 
man in  his  army  would  do  under  the  like  circumstances.  ■  .  .  Afloigof 
truce  came  down  to-day  (August  24th]  with  an  account  of  the  death 
of  the  gallant  Captain  Ochterlony,  who  was  wounded  and  taken 
primner,  July  Slst ;  hia  baggage,  that  bad  been  forwarded  to  him 
at  hia  request,  was  futhfuUy  returned." — Knox's  HutoriciU  Journal, 
vol.  ii.,p.  31. 
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and  solitary  ofQcer.  However  at  this  desperate 
moment  relief  was  nigh;  the  Indians  who  before 
had  hesitated  now  turned  and  fled  like  scared  vul- 
tures from  their  prey.  A  detachment  of  the  gallant 
78th  Highlanders,  undismayed  by  the  still  murderous 
fire,  chased  the  marauders  from  the  field,  and  bore 
the  wounded  Englishman  in  safety  to  the  shore. 
This  extraordinary  scene  occurred  in  fUU  view  of 
both  armies. 

The  evening  was  now  far  advanced ;  the  tide  was 
beginning  to  flow;  the  ammunition  of  the  whole  army 
was  damaged  by  the  heavy  rains ;  the  waters  looked 
angry  beneath  a  threatening  gale;  the  enemy's 
strength  was  concentrated ;  they  had  suff^ed  little 
or  no  loss,  while  the  British  were  weakened  by  S3 
officers  and  410  men.  Wolfe  had  learned  by  painftil 
experience  the  prodigious  advantage  of  the  French 
position,  which,  although  nearly  invulnerable  to 
attack,  yet  afforded  admirable  facilities  for  retreat. 
He  was  baffled ;  all  that  now  remained  was  to  con- 
duct the  re-embarkation  with  safety  and  regularity. 
Such  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  yet  saved  were 
carried  from  the  field  ;  the  stranded  transports  were 
abandoned  and  burnt,  and  the  flotilla  rowed  away 
fivm  the  fatal  shore.  Townshend  and  Murray, 
whose  untouched  brigades  had  covered  the  embark- 
ation, then  recrossed  the  ford  without  interruption, 
and  resumed  their  position  on  the  heights  east  of 
the  Montmorency. 

Wolfe  knew  that  the  enterprise  of  the  31st  of 
July  was  of  such  a  nature  that  nothing  but  success 
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August,  could  justify  its  temerity.  By  fkilnre  hie  military 
error  had  been  thrown  into  strong  light,  and  yet  it 
was  probable  that  he  would  have  succeeded  but  for 
a  strange  adversity  of  circumstances.  The  officers 
of  the  fleet  had  remained  in  unaccountable  ignorance 
of  the  reef  of  rocks  which  delayed  and  disordered 
the  attack.  The  storm  of  rain  not  only  injured  the 
ammunition  of  his  men,  but  rendered  the  steep  ascent 
of  the  enemy's  position  so  slippery  that  they  could 
not  find  firm  footing,  and  the  ill-timed  audacity  of 
the  grenadiers  had  confounded  all  his  calculations. 
The  leading  fault  of  his  plan  was  undoubtedly  the 
attempt  of  a  combined  attack  by  land  and  water ; 
had  Monckton's  brigade  been  landed  beyond  the 
Falls,  and  the  whole  army  crossed  the  ford  together, 
the  fatal  embarrassments  of  the  disembarkation 
would  have  been  avoided.  Wolfe  sufifered  intense 
mental  distress  from  this  mishap ;  his  mind  preyed 
upon  his  feeble  frame ;  his  chronic  ailment  attacked 
him  with  unusual  violence;  fever  supervened,  and 
for  some  weeks  he  lay  absolutely  helpless,  to  the 
grief  of  the  whole  army.  In  the  meantime,  how- 
ever, he  issued  the  following  merited  rebuke  to  the 
corps  whose  indiscretion  had  led  to  results  so  dis- 
asbvus : — 

"  The  check  which  the  grenadiers  met  with  will, 
it  is  hoped,  be  a  lesson  to  them  for  the  time  to  come. 
Such  impetuous,  irregular,  and  unsoldierlike  pro- 
ceedings destroy  aU  order,  and  put  it  out  of  the 
genend's  power  to  execute  his  plan.  The  grenadiers 
could  not  suppose,  that  they  alone  could  beat  the 
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French  fumy ;  therefore  it  was  neceBsary  the  cor{« 
under  Brigadiers  Townshend  and  MoDckton  should 
have  time  to  join  them,  that  t^e  attack  might  be 
general.  The  very  first  fire  of  the  enemy  was  suffi- 
cient to  have  repulsed  men  who  bad  lost  all  sense 
of  order  and  military  discipUne.  Amherst's  (the 
15th)  and  the  Highland  (the  78th)  regiment,  by  the 
soldierlike  and  cool  manner  in  which  they  formed, 
would  midoubtedly  have  beaten  back  the  whole 
Canadian  army,  if  they  had  ventured  to  attack  them. 
The  loss,  however,  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  may 
be  easily  repaired  when  a  favourable  opportunity 
offers,  if  the  men  will  show  a  proper  attention  to 
their  ofBcers." 

Immediately  after  the  repulse  at  Montmorency, 
Wolfe  had  dispatched  1200  men,  under  Brigadier 
Murray,  to  assist  Admiral  Holmes  in  the  Upper 
River,  and  with  orders  to  attempt  the  destruction 
of  the  French  shipping  which  had  passed  up  the 
stream.  The  brigadier  was  directed  at  the  same  time 
to  take  every  fkvourable  opportunity  of  engaging 
the  enemy,  and  to  endeavour  by  all  means  in  his 
power,  to  provoke  them  to  attack  him.  In  obedience 
to  these  orders  Murray  proceeded  up  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  with  his  detachment  consisting  of  the 
15ih  Regiment,  three  companies  of  the  Royal 
Americans,  two  of  Marines,  and  one  of  Light  In- 
ftntiy ;  at  a  convenient  place  above  the  Chaudi^re 
river,  he  embarked  under  Admiral  Holmes,  and  the 
squadron  then  made  sail  up  the  stream.  The 
French  ships  easily  avoided  the  danger  by  sending 
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Angnat.  all  their  guns  and  stores  ashore,  and  when  thus 
lightened,  taking  refuge  in  the  shaUowa  towards 
Montreal ;  one  brigantine  of  200  tons  was,  how- 
ever, abandoned  and  burnt  in  their  retreat 

Murray  found  every  place  fortified  where  a  landing 
might  be  effected,  and  the  enemy  always  on  the 
alert.  After  two  vain  attempts  to  disembark,  he  at 
length  only  succeeded  by  a  surprise ;  he  then  pushed 
to  the  villi^  of  Dechambault,  which  was  close  at 
hand,  carried  it  with  scarcely  any  resistance,  and 
burned  some  stores  of  provisions,  clothing,  and 
ammunition.  Several  prisoners  of  some  note  were 
taken  in  the  onslaught,  and  a  few  important  letters 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  Through  these 
lettera  Murray  first  heard  of  the  occupation  of  Crown 
Point  by  Amherst,  and  of  Johnson's  victory  at 
Niagara;  finding  that  he  could  effect  nothing 
fbrther,  he  hastened  to  convey  this  cheering  news  to 
his  general 

Meanwhile  fruitless  dam^fe  was  inflicted  by  each 
party  upon  the  other :  the  Indians  frequently  sur- 
prised and  scalped  English  stragglers,  and  the 
English  batteries  at  Montmorency  and  Point  Levi 
kept  up  a  continued  fire  upon  the  lines  and  upon  the 
city.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  August,  at  one 
o'clock,  a  shell  pitched  upon  the  vaulted  roof  of  a 
cellar  in  the  lower  town,  broke  through  and  burst ; 
a  large  quantity  of  brandy  which  was  th«*e  stored, 
instantly  ignited,  the  flames  spread  rapidly,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  quarter,  including  the 
church  of  N6tre  Dame  de  la  Yictoire,  was  burned  to 
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the  ground.  A  fire  broke  out  simultaneously  in  the 
Upper  Town,  but  was  extinguished  without  having 
spread  to  any  great  extent. 

The  intelligence  of  Amherst  and  Johnson's  pro- 
greea,  although  satisfactory  in  itself,  gave  Wolfe  no 
hope  of  their  assistance  before  the  close  of  the 
campaign:  defeat  could  hardly  have  been  more 
disastrous  to  the  general  interests  of  the  war 
than  their  inactivity.  Almost  the  whole  force  of 
Canada  still  mustered  behind  the  formidable 
defences  of  Quebec.  Nothing,  however,  could  shake 
the  resolution  of  the  British  general;  while  life 
remained  he  determined  to  persevere  in  the  enter- 
prise. Far  from  being  disheartened,  he  was  only 
stimulated  by  increasing  difficulties.  The  fate  of 
the  campaign  now  hung  upon  him  alone :  the 
disaster  at  Montmorency  had  endangered  his 
reputation;  it  only  remained  to  clear  away  the 
cloud  by  success,  or  to  silence  censure  by  a  soldier's 
death. 

While  Wolfe  lay  stricken  with  fever  and  xmable 
to  bear  the  presence  of  his  officers,  he  meditated 
unceaungly  upon  plans  of  attack.  At  length,  when 
somewhat  recovered  but  still  incapable  of  leaving 
his  bed,  he  dictated  the  following  letter  to  the 
brigadiers  under  his  command : — 

"  That  the  public  service  may  not  suffer  by  the 
general's  indisposition,  he  begs  the  brigadiers  will 
meet  and  consult  t<^ether  for  the  public  utility  and 
advantage,  and  consider  of  the  best  method  to  attack 
the  enemy. 

TOL.  n.  T 
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**  If  the  French  army  be  attacked  and  defeated, 
the  general  concludes  that  the  town  would  imme- 
diately surrender;  because  he  does  not  find  that 
they  hare  any  provision  in  that  place. 

"  The  general  is  of  opinion  that  tiie  army  should 
be  attacked  in  preference  to  the  place,  because  of  the 
difficulties  of  penetrating  fivm  the  Lower  to  the  Upper 
Town ;  in  which  attempt  neither  the  guns  of  the 
shipping  nor  of  our  own  batteries  could  be  of 
much  use." 

The  letter  then  proceeds  to  suggest  three  different 
modes  of  attack, — all,  however,  upon  the  enemy's 
lines  between  tiie  city  and  Montmorency. 

The  brigadiers  assembled  in  consequence  of  this 
communication;  and  after  having  maturely  deli- 
berated, agreed  in  recommending  the  remarkable 
plan  which  Wolfe  unreserredly  adopted.  The  merit 
of  this  daring  and  skilM  proportion  belongs  to 
Colonel  George  Townshend,  although  long  disputed, 
or  withheld  by  jealousy  or  political  hostility.  This 
able  officer  had  1^  every  happiness  that  domestic 
life  could  bestow,  and  every  gratification  which 
fortune  and  position  could  procure,  to  fiice  the 
hard^ps  and  seek  the  honours  of  his  country's 
service.  When  the  ministry's  determination  to  pre- 
pare the  expedition  ^;ainst  Quebec  became  known, 
he  successAilly  exerted  his  powerful  interest  to 
obtain  employment,  and  was  appointed  to  the  third 
post  of  seniority  in  Wolfe's  army. 

The  general  plan  of  operations  being  arranged,  pre- 
parations were  commenced  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
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The  prospect  of  action  revived  the  drooping  spirits 
of  the  British  troops,  and  tended  considerably  to 
improve  their  health ;  fever  had  been  rife  among 
them :  a  number  of  men  and  oMcers  had  already 
died,  and  the  temporary  hospitals  were  still  crowded. 
Supplies  had  become  so  scant,  that  horse-flesh  was 
frequently  served  out  as  rations.  The  duties  were 
rendered  peculiarly  harassing  by  the  subtle  and 
dangerous  hostility  of  the  savages;  although  inva- 
riably defeated,  they  seldom  &iled  in  the  first 
instance  to  surprise  and  massacre  some  hapless 
stra^Iers ;  and  no  outpost  was  ever  safe  from  their 
attacks.  The  Canadians  were  scarcely  less  danger- 
ous and  vindictive ;  their  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  activity  in  forest  warfare,  gave  them  a  great 
advantage  over  the  British  soldiers  in  irregular 
encounters ;  but  whenever  they  ventured  to  act  in 
bodies  they  were  sure  to  meet  with  severe  chastise- 
ment. The  invaders,  however,  were  not  backward 
in  revenging  these  injuries ;  for  miles  round  their 
camp,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  they  devastated 
the  country  without  mercy. 

Stimulated  by  the  sight  of  the  ruin  wrought  in 
neighbouring  parishes,  the  unfortunate  priest  of 
ChAteau  Richer  armed  some  eighty  of  his  flock,  and 
fortified  himself  in  a  large  stone  house,  about  ten 
miles  eastward  of  the  British  camp  at  Montmorency; 
from  thence  he  sent  a  message,  defying  to  the 
combat  an  English  detachment  posted  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood. At  the  same  time,  however,  conveying 
in  a  note  a  polite  request  for  the  &vour  of  thecom- 
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manding  officer's  company  at  dinner,  with  an  assur- 
ance of  safe  conduct.  The  strange  but  simple 
Sept.  courtesy  was  of  course  rejected.  In  a  short  time  a 
detachment  of  light  troops,  with  a  fidd  piece,  was 
sent  against  the  fortilied  house ;  the  Engli^  took 
post  in  an  adjoining  road,  and  by  a  stratagem  con- 
trived to  draw  the  little  garrison  irom  their  defences, 
and  surrounded  thirty  of  them,  who  were  slain  and 
scalped,  including  the  unhappy  priest  himself.  The 
excuse  pleaded  for  this  atrocious  barbarity  was,  that 
the  Tictims  were  disguised  as  Indians. 

On  the  29th  of  August  the  British  troops  began 
to  evacuate  their  positions  east  of  the  Montmorency, 
in  pursuance  of  the  new  plan  of  operations.  The 
sick,  the  women,  and  the  heavy  baggage  were  first 
embarked  in  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  and  conveyed 
past  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  a  respectful  distance, 
to  the  camp  at  Point  Levi :  some  of  the  heavy  guns 
followed  on  the  Slst  On  the  2nd  of  the  following 
month  Wolfe  sent  home  an  admirable  dispatch,  with 
an  account  of  his  operations  and  failures.  By  the 
Srd  of  September  he  was  prepared  to  move  the 
whole  of  his  force  iVom  the  north  shore.  Montcalm 
had  anticipated  this  step  ftom  the  stir  in  the 
British  lines,  and  fi-om  the  activity  of  the  British 
light  troops  in  burning  houses  and  laying  waste 
the  country.  He  therefore  marched  two  strong 
columns  into  the  woods  to  make  for  the  ford  of  the 
Montmorency,  and,  passing  by  it.  to  attack  Wolfe 
while  in  the  act  of  embarkation.  From  the  distant 
hills  of  Point  Levi,  Brigadier  Monckton  observed  the 
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enemy's  moTemeiits :  he  immediately  ordered  hia 
brigade  under  arms,  hmried  two  regiments  on  board 
of  boats  supplied  by  the  admiral,  supported  by  some 
sloops  and  frigates,  rowed  towards  the  Beauport 
shore,  uid  formed  within  a  safe  distance,  as  if  pre- 
paring to  land.  This  demonstration  was  success- 
M;  the  French  columns  were  recalled  from  the 
ford,  and  the  British  embarked  unmolested. 

During  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th.  Admiral  Holmes 
manoeuTred  his  fleet  in  the  upper  river,  harassing 
the  enemy  by  constant  menaces  of  their  different 
posts.  At  the  same  time  Wolfe,  now  somewhat 
recovered,  was,  with  his  brigadiers,  busily  occupied 
in  reconnoitring  the  northern  bank  of  the  St  Law- 
rence. At  length  he  discovered  a  narrow  path 
winding  up  the  side  of  the  steep  precipice  from  the 
water's  edge :  at  this  spot,  about  three  miles  above 
the  city,  the  lofty  banks  were  slighUy  curved 
inwarda  At  that  time  the  place  was  known  by  the 
name  of  Le  Foullon ;  it  now  bears  a  name  that  may 
never  be  forgotten — Wolfe's  Cove.  At  the  top  of 
the  path  the  enemy  had  a  small  post ;  however,  by 
the  number  of  tents,  which  did  not  exceed  a  dozen, 
the  British  general  concluded  that  its  strength  could 
not  be  more  than  100  men.  For  miles  on  either 
side  there  was  no  other  possible  access  to  the 
heights  than  by  that  narrow  path ;  but  that  narrow 
path  sufBced  to  lead  Wolfe  to  victory  and  to  death. 

As  before  stated,  Quebec  stands  on  the  slope*  of 
the  eastern  extremity  of  that  lofly  range  which 
here  forms  the  left  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  a 
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table  land  extends  westward  for  about  nine  miles 
Sept.  from  the  defences  of  the  city,  occasionally  wooded 
and  undulating,  but  from  the  top  of  the  narrow 
path  to  the  ramparts,  open,  and  tolerably  level :  this 
portion  of  the  heights  is  called  the  Flains  of 
Abraham.  Wolfe's  plan  was  to  ascend  this  path 
secretly  with  his  whole  army,  and  make  the  plains 
his  battle  ground.  The  extraordiuaiy  audacity  of 
the  enterprise  was  its  safety :  the  wise  and  cau- 
tious Montcalm  had  guarded  against  all  the  probable 
chances  of  war:  he  was  not  prepared  ag^nst  an 
attempt  for  which  the  pages  of  romance  can 
scarcely  fiimish  a  parallel. 

It  was  on  the  9th  of  September  that  Wolfe  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  state  a  letter  which 
bears  a  deep  and  melancholy  interest.  His  own 
Tiew  of  the  prospects  of  the  expedition  was  most 
gloomy,  and  he  seemed  anxious  to  prepare  the  public 
mind  in  England  for  his  failure.'   The  letter  conveys 

'  "  In  short,  yon  miut  not  be  BaTprised  &kt  we  have  fuled  at 
Quebec,  as  ve  certtunlj  ahiJl.  You  may  uy,  if  you  plewe,  in  the 
style  of  modern  politics,  that  your  court*  never  suppoted  it  could 
be  taVen  ;  the  attempt  was  really  made  to  draw  off  the  Russiaiu  frtao 
the  King  of  Pmssia,  and  leare  him  at  liberty  to  attack  Daan.  Two 
days  ago  came  letters  from  Wolfe,  despairing,  as  much  at  heroes 
can  despair.  The  town  it  veil  Tictualled  ;  Amherst  is  not  arrired, 
and  15,000  men  encamped  defend  it.  We  have  lost  many  men  by 
the  enemy,  and  some  by  our  friends — that  is,  we  now  call  onr  9000 
only  7000.  Bow  this  little  army  will  get  away  from  a  much  larger, 
and  in  this  season,  and  in  that  country,  I  don't  gae«s — Yes  I  do." — 
Walpole'a  Lettert  io  Sir  H.  Mmn,  Oct.  16,  1759. 

*  Sir  Horace  ftUnd  nu  tbcD  Brltub  Eotot  to  the  Coun  of  Tmcuj. 
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the  impression  that  he  only  continued  his  operations 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  other 
points;  it  condudes  in  the  foUowiog  desponding 
words : — "  I  am  so  far  recovered  as  to  do  bufuness, 
but  my  constitution  is  entirely  ruined,  without  the 
consolation  of  having  done  any  considerable  service 
to  the  state,  or  without  any  prospect  of  it."  But 
while  he  wrote  almost  in  despair,  he  acted  as  if  he 
had  never  donbted  of  success- 

On  the  11th  of  September,  WoUe  issued  general 
orders  to  the  army,  &om  which  the  following  are 
extracts : — 

"  The  troops  on  shore,  except  the  Light  Infentry 
and  Americans,  are  to  be  upon  the  beach  to-morrow 
morning  at  five  o'clock,  in  readiness  to  embark ;  the 
Light  Infantry  and  Americans  will  re-imbark  at,  or 
about,  eight  o'clock.  The  detachment  of  Artillery 
to  be  put  on  board  the  armed  sloop  this  day.  The 
am^  to  hold  themselve*  in  readiness  to  land  amd 
attach  the  enemy. 

"  The  troops  must  go  into  the  boats  (from  the 
ships)  about  nine  to-morrow  night,  or  when  it  is 
pretty  near  high  water ;  .  .  .  and  as  there  will  be 
a  necessity  for  remaining  some  part  of  the  night  in 
the  boats,  the  ofScers  will  provide  accordingly. 

'*  When  they  (the  boats)  are  to  drop  away  fivm 
the  Sutherland,  she  will  show  two  lights  in  the 
maintop-mast  shrouds,  one  over  the  other.  The 
men  to  be  quite  silent,  and,  when  they  are  about 
to  land,  must  not,  upon  any  account,  fire  out  of 
the  boats." 
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Great  preparations  were  made  throughout  the 
fleet  and  army  for  the  decisire  movement,  but  the 
plans  were  still  kept  secret ;  a  wise  caution  was 
observed  in  this  respect,  for  the  treacheiy  of  a 
single  deserter  might  have  imperilled  the  success 
of  the  expedition  had  its  exact  object  been  known. 
On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  a  soldier  of  the  Royal 
Americans  did  desert :  happily,  he  was  unable  to 
warn  the  enemy  of  their  danger.  Ahnost  at  the 
same  time,  one  of  the  French  Regulars  deserted  to 
Wolfe,  and  brought  a  clear  account  of  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Montcalm's  camp.  "The  main  force  is 
still  below  the  town,"  said  he ;  "  our  general  will  not 
believe  that  you  meditate  an  attack  anywhere  but 
on  the  Montmorency  side.  The  Canadians  are  dis- 
satisfied, alarmed  by  the  fall  of  Niagara,  and  in 
great  distress  for  provisions.  M.  de  Levi,  with  a 
large  detachment,  has  left  us  for  Montreal,  to  meet 
Amherst ;  and  M.  de  Bougainville,  with  1500  men, 
watches  the  motions  of  your  fleet  in  the  Upper 
River." 

From  on  board  the  Sutherland  man-of-war,  Wolfe 
issued  bis  last  orders  to  the  army,  on  the  evening  of 
the  12th  of  September :  — 

"  The  enemy's  force  is  now  divided,  great  scarcity 
of  provisions  is  now  in  their  camp,  and  universal 
discontent  among  the  Canadians;  which  gives  ub 
reason  to  think  that  General  Amherst  is  advancing 
into  the  colony :  a  vigorow  blow  struck  ^  the  army 
at  this  juncture  map  determine  the  /ate  of  Canada 
.    .    .    .    the  troops  will  land  where  the  French 
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seem  least  to  expect  it.  The  first  body  that  gets  on 
shore  is  to  march  directly  to  the  enemy  .  .  . 
the  battalioDS  must  form  on  the  upper  ground  with 
expedition,  and  be  ready  to  charge  whatever  pre- 
sents itself  .  .  The  officers  and  men  will 
remember  what  is  expected  irom  them,  and  what  a 
determined  body  of  soldiers,  inured  to  war,  is 
capable  of  doing,  against  five  weak  French  bat- 
talions, mingled  with  a  disorderly  peasantry." 

The  heavier  ships  of  the  line  moved,  this  evening, 
towards  the  Beauport  shore,  anchoring  as  near  the 
enemy's  hues  as  the  depth  of  water  woiild  permit. 
While  daylight  yet  remained,  all  the  boats  of  that 
portion  of  the  fleet  were  lowered,  filled  with  marines 
and  seamen,  and  ranged  in  order,  threatening  a 
descent  upon  the  shore.  At  the  same  time  the 
remaining  ships  suddenly  hoisted  sail ;  and  with  a 
fevourii^t  breeze  they  swept  proudly  past  the 
batteries  of  Quebec,and  joined  Holmes's  squadron  at 
Cape  Rouge  eight  miles  above  the  city.  Monckton 
and  Murray,  who,  with  their  brigades,  still  occupied 
Point  Levi  and  the  village  of  St  Michael's,  now 
pushed  rapidly  up  the  left  bank  of  the  St  Lawrence 
till  they  arrived  opposite  the  fleet  and  there 
embarked  without  being  observed  by  the  enemy.  At 
nine  o'dock  at  night  the  first  division  of  the  army, 
1600  strong,  silently  removed  into  flat-bottomed 
boats ;  the  soldiers  were  in  high  spirits ;  Wolfe 
led  in  person.  About  an  hour  before  day-light  the 
flotilla  fell  down  with  the  ebb  tide.  "Weather 
&vourable;  a  starlight  night." 
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We  must  leave  Wolfe  for  awhile  to  take  a  brief 
review  of  the  poBition  of  affairs  in  his  enemy's 
camp.  Montcalm's  difficulties  were  also  great  He 
knew  not  where  to  turn  for  a  ray  of  hope,  except^ 
indeed,  to  the  now  rapidly  advancing  winter.  The 
toils  were  spread  on  every  side:  the  stately  fleet 
riding  below  the  town  cut  off  all  supplies  &om 
France :  the  &11  of  Niagara  and  of  Fort  Frontenac 
broke  off  the  chain  of  communication  with  the 
distant  west :  Amherst,  with  an  overwhelming 
force,  hung  over  t^e  weakest  point  of  the  Canadian 
frontier ;  Montreal,  with  neither  army  nor  fortifica- 
tion, lay  exposed  to  the  British  advance.  But  worst 
of  all,  distrust  of  his  colleague  and  contempt  of  the 
prowess  of  his  militia,  paralysed  Montcalm's  vigour, 
and  destroyed  his  confidence.  "  You  have  sold  your 
country,"  exclaimed  he,  in  imcontrollable  indigna- 
tion, to  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  when  the  latter  opposed  his 
views ;  "  but  while  I  live  I  will  not  deliver  it  up." 
And  of  the  Canadian  levies  he  writes  to  M.  de  Berryer, 
"  My  Canadians  without  discipline,  deaf  to  the  sound 
of  the  drum,  and  badly  armed,  nothing  remwis  for 
them  but  to  fly;  and  behold  me — beaten  without 
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resource ! "  "  But,"  continued  he,  in  the  same 
remarkable  letter/  "  of  one  thing  I  can  assure  you, 
I  shall  not  surrire  the  probable  loss  of  the  colony. 
Tha*e  are  times  when  a  general's  only  resource  is  to 
die  with  honour;  this  is  such  a  time.  No  stain 
shall  rest  on  my  memory.  But  in  defeat  and  death 
there  is  consolation  left.  The  loss  of  the  colony 
will  one  day  be  of  more  value  to  my  country  than  a 
victory.  The  conqueror  shall  here  find  a  tomb ;  his 
aggrandisement  shall  prove  his  ultimate  ruin." 

Montcalm's  utmost  exertions  failed  to  prevent 
desertion  among  the  Canadians ;  he  scourged  some 
offenders,  hanged  othera,  threatened  their  villages 
with  the  vengeance  of  the  sav^es,  but  still  the 
unhappy  peasantry  were  with  difficulty  held  toge- 
ther. At  the  camp  they  were  badly  supplied  with 
provisions,  while  their  families  almost  starved  at 
home.  Their  harvest,  that  which  the  English  had 
not  destroyed,  remained  unreaped.  At  length  the 
general  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  urgent  necessity 
of  the  case,  and  at  a  most  critical  period  of  the 
campaign  he  allowed  2000  of  the  militia  to  depart 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  in  their  crops. 

The  Indians,  however,  still  remained  faithful ;  as 
long  as  a  chance  of  blood  and  plunder  offered,  they 
were  sure  to  be  present.  But  in  a  pitched  battle 
tiiey  were  nearly  useless,  and  the  increased  expe- 
rience of  the  British  troops  rendered  even  their  forest 
warfare  now  less  dangerous. 

■  See  Appendix,  No.  LXXII. 
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Not  only  provisions  but  even  ammunition  were  be- 
coming scarce  in  Montcalm's  camp:  here  was  no 
Sept.  hope  of  supplies  from  any  quarter.  The  Lower 
Town  and  a  large  portion  of  the  Upper  Town  were 
laid  in  ruins  by  the  Engli^  artillery :  the  defences, 
it  was  tme,  still  remained  uninjured ;  but,  except  ia 
natural  advantages,  they  were  by  no  means  formid- 
able. The  repulse  of  the  besiegers  at  Montmo- 
rency had,  for  atime,r^sed  the  spirits  of  the  French, 
and  given  them  a  better  opinion  of  Canadian  prowessi 
for  upon  that  occasion  the  peasantry  had  fired  with 
great  steadiness  from  behind  their  breastworks. 
But  the  daring  though  misdirected  valour  of  the 
British  grenadiers,  and  the  imposing  front  of  l^eir 
supports,  failed  not  to  confirm  Montcalm's  deep  fore- 
bodings of  the  probable  result  of  a  battle.  Then  the 
incessant  activity  of  the  invaders,  their  pertinacious 
retention  of  any  point  which  offered  an  apparent 
advantage,  and  their  seemingly  inexhaustible  re- 
sources, showed  that  no  stone  would  be  left  unturned 
for  his  destruction. 

One  only  hope  remained  to  the  French  general: 
the  winter  approached.  In  a  few  weeks  the  northern 
blast  would  scare  away  the  stubborn  enemy,  agdnst 
whom  his  arms  and  skill  were  ineffectual.  Could 
he  struggle  on  a  little  longer,  the  &te  of  Canada 
might  be  thrown  upon  the  chances  of  another  cam- 
paign, and  a  turn  in  European  affairs  yet  preserve 
the  splendid  colony  of  France.  "  Unless  Wolfe  lands 
above  the  town,  and  forces  me  to  a  battle,  I  am 
safe,"  writes  Montcalm.    But  while,  on  the  night  of 
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the  12th  of  September,  he  watched  ia  confident 
expectation  the  deceitAil  preparations  of  the  fleet 
below  the  town,  the  ebbing  tide  sUently  floated 
down  the  British  army  towards  that  position  the 
occupation  of  which  he  knew  must  be  his  ruin. 

Silently  and  swifUy,  unchallenged  by  the  French 
sentries,"  Wolfe's  flotilla  dropt  down  the  stream  in  the 
shade  of  the  overhanging  clifi^.  The  rowers  scarcely 
stirred  the  waters  with  their  oars ;  the  soldiers  sat 
motionless.  Not  a  word  was  spoken,  save  by  the 
young  general ;  he,  as  a  midshipman  on  board  his 
boat  afterwards  related,^  repeated  in  a  low  voice  to 
the  officers  by  his  side  "  Gray's  Elegy  in  a  Country 

* "  The  following  circumstance  had  nearlj  proved  fatal  to  the 
general's  scheme  of  landing  where  he  did.  In  the  twilight  of  the 
evening  preceding  the  battle,  two  French  deserters,  from  the  regi- 
ment of  la  Sarre,  came  in ;  and,  being  carried  on  board  a  ship  of 
war,  commanded  by  Captain  Smith,  then  Ijing  near  the  north  shore, 
gave  information  that  that  verj  night  the  garrison  of  Quebec  expected 
a  convoj  of  prorisions  from  U.  de  BougainTille's  detachment,  which 
was  higher  op  the  river.  These  deaertcra,  some  time  after,  per- 
eeiving  the  English  boats  gliding  down  the  river  In  the  dark,  supposed 
them  to  be  the  expected  convoj  ;  and  on  this  a  noise  ensued,  which 
General  Wolfe  forlunatetj  heard  time  enough  to  prevent  the  resolu- 
tion which  occasioned  it ;  for  Captain  Smith,  not  having  been 
informed  of  the  General's  intentions,  was  making  preparations  to  fire 
into  the  boots,  believing  that  thej  were  the  convoj  the  deserters  had 
been  speaking  of ;  and  had  he  done  so,  would  have  not  only  con- 
siderably hurt  his  frieads,  but  sufficiently  alarmed  the  French  to 
frustrate  the  attempt.  Agiun,  the  French  sentries  posted  along  the 
shore  were  in  expectation  of  the  convoy,  and,  therefore,  when  the 
Snglish  boats  came  near  their  posts,  and  pn^rly  answered  their 
usual  challenge,  they  suffered  them  to  pass  without  the  least  sus- 
picion."— MsDte's  Hittory  of  the  Late  Wart  in  America,  p.  262. 
*  Graham's  Hutoryofthe  United  StaUt,  vol.  iv.,  p.  51. 
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Church-yard;"  and  as  be  concluded  the  beautiM 
Sopt.  verses,  said,  "  Now,  gentlemen,  I  would  rather  be 
the  author  of  that  poem  than  take  Quebec ! "  But 
while  Wolfe  thus,  in  the  poet's  words,  gave  vent  to 
the  intensity  of  his  feelings,  his  eye  was  constantly 
bent  upon  the  dark  outline  of  the  heights  under 
which  he  hurried  past.  H^  recognised  at  length 
tiie  appointed  spot,  and  leaped  ashore.  Some 
of  the  leading  boats  conveying  the  light  company 
of  the  78th  Highlanders  had  in  the  meantime 
been  carried  about  200  yaxda  lower  down  by  the 
strength  of  the  tide.  These  Highlanders,  under 
Captain  Don^d  M'Donald,  were  the  first  to  land. 
Immediately  over  their  heads  hung  a  woody  pre- 
cipice, without  path  or  track  upon  its  rocky  face ; 
at  the  summit  a  French  sentinel  marched  to  and  fro, 
still  unconscious  of  their  presence.  Without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  M'Donald  and  his  men  dashed 
at  the  height.  They  scrambled  up,  holding  on  by 
rocks  and  branches  of  trees,  guided  only  by  the  stars 
that  shone  over  the  top  of  the  cUff ;  half  the  ascent 
was  already  won,  when  for  the  first  time  "Qui 
vive  ? "  broke  the  silence  of  the  night.  "  La  France," 
answered  the  Highland  captain,  with  ready  self- 
possession,  and  the  sentry  shouldered  his  musket 
and  pursued  his  round.  In  a  few  minutes,  however, 
the  rustling  of  the  trees  close  at  hand  at  length 
alarmed  the  French  guard  ;  they  hastily  turned  out, 
fired  one  irregular  volley  down  the  precipice,  and 
fled  in  panic  The  captain,  M.  de  Vergor,  alone. 
though  wounded,  stood  his  ground;  when  summoned 
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to  surrender,  he  fired  at  one  of  the  leading  assailants, 
but  was  instantly  overpowered;  the  Highlanders, 
incensed  at  his  vain  valour,  tore  from  his  breast  a 
decoration  which  he  bore,  and  sent  him  a  prisoner 
to  the  rear.  In  the  meantime  nearly  500  men 
landed  and  made  their  way  up  the  height ;  those 
who  had  first  reached  the  summit  then  took  posses- 
sion of  the  intrenched  post  at  the  top  of  that  path 
which  Wolfe  had  selected  for  the  ascent  of  his  army. 
Wolfe,  Monckton,  and  Murray,  landed  with  tiie  first 
division ;  as  fast  as  each  boat  was  cleared  it  put  back 
for  reinforcements  to  the  ships,  which  had  now  also 
floated  down  with  the  tide  ueu'ly  opposite  to  the 
point  of  disembarkation.  The  battalions  formed  on 
the  narrow  beach  at  the  foot  of  the  winding  path, 
and  as  soon  as  completed,  each  ascended  the  cliff 
when  they  again  formed  upon  the  plains  above. 
There  all  was  quiet;  the  Light  Infantry,  under 
Lientenant-Oolonel  Howe,  brother  of  the  gallant 
Lord  Howe  who  fdl  at  Ticonderoga,  had  driven 
away  the  enemy's  picquets.  The  boats  plied  busily ; 
company  after  company  was  quickly  landed,  and  as 
soon  as  the  men  touched  the  shore  they  swarmed  up 
the  steep  ascent  with  ready  alacrity.  When  morning 
broke  tiiQ  whole  disposable  force  of  Wolfe's  army 
stood  in^flrm  array  upon  the  table-land  above  the 
cove.  Only  one  gun,  however,  could  be  carried  up 
the  hill,  and  even  that  was  not  got  into  position 
without  incredible  difficulty- 
After  a  few  minutes'  anxious  observation  of  the 
&ce  of  the  county,  Wolfe  marched  the  army  by 
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Sept.  files  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the  city,  leaving 
two  companies  of  the  58th  Regiment  to  guard  the 
landing-place ;  he  then  formed  his  line  of  battle 
upon  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  and  resolved  there  to 
cast  the  die  for  Canada.  The  35th  Regiment  held 
the  extreme  right  over  the  precipice,  at  the  distance 
of  three  quarters  of  a  mUe  from  the  ramparts,  where, 
to  adapt  themselves  to  the  shape  of  a  slight  elevation 
which  rises  from  the  plains,  they  were  ranged  in  a 
semicircle  on  its  slope.  Next  came  the  Grenadiers 
of  Louisburg.  The  28th  prolonged  the  line  to 
the  43rd,  which  formed  the  centre.  The  58th  upon 
the  left  occupied  the  brow  of  the  ridge  which  over- 
looks the  valley  of  the  St.  Charies ;  the  78th  High- 
landers extended  over  the  plain  to  the  right,  and  the 
47th  completed  the  front  to  the  place  where  the  43rd 
were  formed.  Wolfe  with  Monckton  commanded 
the  right  of  the  first  line,  Murray  the  left. 

Townshend  took  charge  of  the  second  line.  The 
16th  R^pment  rested  their  right  flank  upon  tiie 
precipice  over  the  river :  the  two  battalions  of  the 
60th  or  Royal  Americans  held  the  plains  to  the 
left.  Colonel  Burton  with  the  48th  Regiment  in 
four  columns  of  two  companies  each  formed  the 
reserve  in  a  third  line,  and  Colonel  Howe  with  the 
light  infantry,  some  in  houses,  others  in  the 
neighbouring  coppices,  covered  the  flank  and  rear. 

At  about  six  o'clock  some  small  parties  of  the 
enemy  appeared  upon  the  slopes  under  the  ramparts 
of  the  city;  at  seven  they  mustered  in  greater 
force,  and  brought  up  two  field-guns,  which  caused 
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some  annoyance.  Shortly  afterwards  they  threw  a 
body  of  Canadians  and  Indians  into  the  brushwood 
on  the  face  of  the  precipice  over  the  river,  into  a 
field  of  com  in  front  of  the  36th  Regiment,  and  into 
a  coppice  opposite  the  British  centre ;  those  skir- 
mishers caused  considerable  mischief,  but '  were 
speedily  routed  by  Colonel  Howe,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  47th.  The  whole  line  then  received 
orders  to  he  upon  their  arms,  while  light  infantry 
videttes  covered  their  position  at  some  distance  in 
advance. 

Meanwhile  Montcalm  had  been  completely  deceived 
by  the  demonstrations  of  the  fleet  below  the  town. 
Through  the  whole  of  that  anxious  night  boats  were 
approaching  the  shore  and  again  retiring,  on  various 
points  of  the  line  between  the  Montmorency  and  the 
St.  Charles.  The  English  ships  of  war  had  worked 
up  as  near  as  they  could  find  depth  of  water,  and 
their  guns  played  incessantly  upon  the  beach,  as  if 
to  prepare  the  way  for  a  debarkation.  Day  broke 
before  Montcalm  even  suspected  that  another 
struggle  awaited  him  on  his  eastern  lines ;  then, 
however,  a  stray  cannon  shot,  and  the  distant  echo 
of  musketry  &om  above  the  town  cat^bt  his  ear; 
while  he  yet  doubted,  a  horseman  reached  him  at 
fiill  speed  with  tidings  that  the  English  had  landed 
on  the  Plains  of  Abraham.  Hie  news  spread  like 
lightmng  through  the  Canadian  camp.  Aides-de- 
camp galloped  to  and  fro  in  fiery  haste :  trumpets 
and  drums  aroused  tiie  sleeping  soldieiy.  As  fast  as 
the  battalions  could  be  mustered  they  were  hurried 
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across  the  vaJley  of  the  St  Charles,  over  the  hri^ie, 

and  along  the  front  of  the  northern  ramparts  of 

Sept.   Quebec  to  the  battle  ground.    M.  de  Vaudreuil,  with 

some  Canadian  militia,  were  left  to  guard  the  lines. 

Under  some  mysterious  and  incomprehensible 
imputee,  Montcalm  at  once  determined  to  meet  his 
dangerous  enemy  in  the  open  field. 

To  account  for  this  extraordinary  resolution  is 
impossible.  Had  the  FYench  general  thrown  hims^ 
into  Quebec  he  might  have  securely  defied  his 
assailants  from  behind  its  ramparts  till  wint^ 
drove  them  away.  But  a  short  time  before  he  had 
recorded  his  deliberate  conviction  that  he  oould 
not  face  the  British  army  in  a  general  engagement. 
He  was  well  aware  that  all  the  efforts  of  his  inde- 
fiitigable  enemy  had  been  throughout  exerted  to  bring 
on  an  action  upon  any  terms:  and  yet  at  length, 
on  an  open  plain,  without  even  waiting  for  his  artil- 
lery, unaided  by  any  advantage  of  position,  he  threw 
the  rude  Canadian  militia  against  the  veterans  of 
England.  Once,  and  once  only,  in  a  succee^l 
and  illustrious  career,  did  this  gallant  Frenchman 
forget  his  wisdom  and  military  skill :  but  that  one 
tremendous  error  led  him  to  defeat  and  death. 

Even  when  the  alarming  news  of  Wolfe's  landing 
reached  Montcalm,  he  professed  confidence— con- 
fidence which  he  could  not  have  felt  When  Uie 
position  of  the  English  army  was  pointed  out  to  him, 
he  said,  "  Yes,  I  see  them  where  they  ought  not  to 
be ; "  and  he  afterwards  added,  "  If  we  mnst  fight  I 
will  crush  them."    He,  however,  altogeth^  fiuled  to 
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communicate  to  tbe  Canadian  troops  tbe  sanguine 
spirit  which  he  himself  parofesaed. 

At  dght  o'clock  the  heads  of  French  columns 
began  to  appear  ascending  the  hill  from  the  St 
Charles  to  the  Plains  of  Abraham ;  the  only  piece 
of  artillery  which  Wolfe  had  been  able  to  bring 
into  action  then  opened  with  some  effect,  and  caused 
them  slightly  to  alter  their  hne  of  march :  as  they 
arrived,  they  formed  in  three  separate  masses  upon 
a  slope  to  the  north-west  of  the  city,  where  they  were 
sheltered  firom  this  solitary  but  mischievous  gun. 

At  nine  o'clock,  Montcalm  moved  some  distance 
to  the  front,  and  devdoped  his  line  of  battle ;  at 
the  same  time  M.  de  Bougainville,  who  was  hasten- 
ing down  the  left  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  made  a 
demonstration  with  some  light  cavalry  upon  Wolfe's 
extrane  left.  Townshend  checked  this  movement 
by  throwing  the  third  battalion  of  the  60th  into 
a  line  extending  from  the  threatened  flank  to  the 
post  over  the  landing-place. 

Montcalm  was  already  worsted  as  a  general ;  it 
was,  however,  still  left  him  to  fight  as  a  soldier.  His 
order  of  battle  was  steadily  and  promptly  arrayed. 
The  centre  column,  under  Montcalm  in  person,  con- 
sisted of  the  regiments  of  Beame  and  Guienne, 
numbering  together  no  more  than  720  bayonets; 
with  them  were  formed  1200  of  the  Canadian 
militia  On  the  rig^t  stood  the  r^ments  of  La 
Sarre  and  Languedoc  and  a  battalion  of  the  marine 
or  colony  troops,  in  all  1600  veterans ;  400  of  the 
militia  with  one  Ught   field-piece  completed  this 
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"Wing.  On  the  left,  the  Royal  RousBillon,  and  a 
battalion  of  the  Marine,  mastered  1300  bayonets, 
Sept.  while' these  disciplined  regiments  were  supported  by 
no  less  than  2300  of  the  Canadian  levies.  The  total 
force,  therefore,  actually  engaged,  amounted  to  7620 
men,  besides  Indians ;  of  these,  however,  not  more 
than  one  half  were  r^^ular  troops ;  it  was  on  them 
the  bnmt  of  the  battle  fell,  and  almost  the  whole 
loss.  Wolfe's  "  field  state "  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th  of  September,  showed  only  4828  men  of  all 
ran&s  from  the  generals  downwards,  but  of  these 
every  man  was  a  trained  soldier. 

The  French  attacked.  At  about  ten  o'clock  a 
crowd  of  Canadians  and  Indians  emerged  from  the 
bush  on  the  slope  which  &Ils  towards  the  valley  of 
the  St.  Charles ;  as  they  advanced  they  opened  fire 
upon  the  English  picquets  of  the  extreme  left,  and 
drove  them  into  their  supports.  Under  cover  of  the 
cloud  of  smoke  which  rose  above  the  scene  of  this 
attack,  the  French  veterans  of  the  right  wing 
passed  swiMy  round  the  left  of  Murray's  brigade, 
and  turned  his  flank ;  then  throwing  aside  tiieir 
irr^i^ars,  they  fell  upon  Howe's  Ught  infantry. 
This  gallant  officer  felt  the  importance  of  his  post ; 
the  houses  and  the  Une  of  coppice  which  be 
occupied,  formed  almost  a  right  angle  with  the 
front  of  the  British  army,  covering  it  in  flank  and 
rear.  He  was  hardly  pressed;  his  men  fell  fast 
under  the  overpowering  fire  of  the  French,  but  in 
a  few  minutes,  Townshend  with  the  15th  cune  to 
his  ud;   soon  afterwards  the  two  battalions  of 
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the  60th  joined  the  line,  and  turned  the  tide  of 
battle. 

In  the  meantime  swarms  of  skirmishers  advanced 
against  the  right  and  centre  of  the  British  army ; 
their  stinging  fire  immediately  dislodged  .the  few 
light  infontry  which  Wolfe  had  posted  in  his  front, 
and  forced  them  back  in  conf^ision  upon  the  main 
body.  This  first  impression  was  not  without  danger : 
the  troops  who  were  in  the  rear,  and  could  not 
see  the  real  state  of  affairs,  became  alarmed  at 
the  somewhat  retrograde  movements  in  fi-ont. 
Wolfe  perceiyed  this:  he  hurried  along  the  line, 
cheered  the  men  by  his  voice  and  presence,  and 
admonished  them  on  no  account  to  fire  without 
orders.    He  succeeded :  confidence  was  restored. 

Hie  spirited  advance  of  the  skirmishers  was  but 
the  mask  of  a  more  formidable  movement  The 
whole  of  the  French  centre  and  left,  with  loud 
shouts  and  arms  at  the  recover,  now  bore  down  to 
the  attack.  Tbeir  light  troops  then  ceased  firing, 
and  passed  to  the  rear.  As  the  view  cleared,  their 
long  unbroken  lines  were  seen  rapidly  approaching 
Wolfe's  position.  When  they  reached  within  150 
yards  they  advanced  obliquely  from  the  left  of  each 
formation,  so  that  the  lines  assumed  the  appearance 
of  coliunns,  and  chiefly  threatened  the  British  right. 
And  now  &om  flank  to  flank  of  the  assailing  batta- 
lions rolled  a  murderous  and  incessant  fire.  The 
35th  and  the  Grenadiers  fell  fast  Wolf^  at  the 
head  of  the  28th,  was  struck  in  the  wrist  but  not 
disabled.     Wrapping   a  handkerchief  round   the 
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wound,  he  hastened  from  one  rank  to  another, 
exhorting  the  men  to  be  steady  and  to  reaenre 
their  fire.  No  English  soldier  pulled  a  trigga :  with 
matchless  endurance  they  sustained  the  trial.  Not 
a  company  wavered :  their  arms  shouldered  as  if  on 
parade,  and  motionless,  save  when  they  dosed  up 
the  ghastly  gaps,  they  waited  the  word  of  command. 

When  the  head  of  the  French  attack  had  reached 
within  frarty  yards,  Wolfe  gave  the  order  to  "  fire.** 
At  once  the  long  row  of  muskets  was  levelled,  and 
a  volley,  distinct  as  a  single  shot,  flashed  from  the 
British  line.  For  a  moment  the  advancing  columns 
still  pressed  on,  shirerii^  like  pennons  in  the  &tal 
storm,  but  a  few  paces  told  how  terrible  had 
been  the  force  of  the  long-suspended  blow.  Num- 
bers of  the  French  soldiers  reeled  and  fell ;  some 
staggered  on  for  a  little,  then  dropped  silently  aside 
to  die;  others  burst  from  the  ranks  shrieking  in 
i^ny.  The  Brigadier  de  St  Om«  was  struck  dead, 
uid  de  Senezergues,  the  second  in  command,  was 
left  mortally  wounded  upon  the  field.  When  the 
breeze  carried  ^wsy  the  dense  clouds  of  smoke,  the 
assailing  battalions  stood  reduced  to  mere  groups 
among  the  bodies  of  the  slain.  Never  before  or 
since  has  a  deadlier  volley  burst  from  British 
infimtry. 

Montcalm  commanded  the  attach  in  person.  Not 
fifteen  minutes  had  elapsed  since  he  had  first  moved 
on  his  line  of  battle,  and  already  all  was  lost !  The 
Canadian  militia,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  broke 
and  fled.    The  right  wing,  which  had  recoiled  before 
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Townahend  and  Howe, was  overpowered  by  a  counter- 
attack of  the  68th  and  78th :  his  veteran  battalions 
of  Berne  and  Guienne  were  shattered  before  his  ejes 
under  the  British  fire ;  on  the  left  the  Royal  Rous- 
Billon  was  shrunk  to  a  mere  skeleton,  and,  deserted 
by  their  Provincial  allies,  could  hardly  rettua  the 
semblance  of  a  formation.  But  the  gallant  French- 
man though  rained  was  not  dismayed;  he  rode 
through  the  broken  ranks,  cheered  them  with  his 
voice,  encouraged  them  by  his  dauntless  bearing, 
and,  aided  by  a  small  redoubt,  even  succeeded  in 
once  ogam  presenting  a  front  to  his  enemy. 

Meanwhile  Wolfe's  troops  had  reloaded.  He  seized 
the  opportunity  of  the  hesitation  in  the  hostile  ranks, 
and  ordered  the  whole  British  line  to  advance.  At 
first  they  moved  forward  in  majestic  r^;ularity, 
receiving  and  paying  back  with  deadly  inter^t  the 
vollies  of  the  French.  But  soon  the  ardour  of  the 
soldiers  broke  through  the  restraints  of  discipline : 
they  increased  their  pace  to  a  run,  rashing  over  the 
dying  and  the  dead  and  sweeping  the  living  enemy 
off  their  path.  On  the  extreme  right  the  36th,  under 
tiie  gallant  Colonel  Fletcher,  carried  all  before  them, 
and  won  the  white  plume  which  for  half  a  century 
afterwards  they  proudly  bore.*    Wolfe  himself  led 

'  "  At  the  late  preMntatioa  of  colours  to  the  35tli  R^ment,  in 
Dublin  ganiaon,  on  the  21flt  Jol^,  1834,  their  colonel-in-cliief, 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Oswald,  G.O.B.,  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  his  addreit,  that  when  ha  first  joined  the  regiment,  in 
1791.  be  found  in  it  MTerEil  of  the  companions  of  Wolfe.  The 
coloDel-in-«Iiief  was   Fletcher,  of  a  distinguished   Scottish   familjr. 
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the  28th  and  the  diminished  ranks  of  the  Louisburg 
Grenadiers,  who  that  day  nobly  redeemed  their 
error  at  Montmorency.  The  43rd,  as  yet  almost 
untouched,  pressed  on  in  admirable  order,  worthy  of 
their  after-fiune  in  that  noble  Light  Division  which 
"  never  gave  a  foot  of  ground  but  by  word  of  com- 
mand." On  the  1^  the  68th  and  78th  overoame  a 
stubborn  and  bloody  resistance ;  more  than  100  of 
the  Highlanders  fell  dead  and  wounded,  the  weak 
battalion  by  their  side  lost  a  fourth  part  of  their 
strength  in  the  brief  struggle.  Just  now  Wolfe  was  a 
second  time  wounded.  In  the  body,  but  he  diss^nbled 
his  suffering,  for  his  duty  was  not  yet  accomplished ; 
again  a  ball  from  the  redoubt  struck  him  on  the 
breast;*  he  reeled  on  one  side,  but  &t  the  moment 
this  was  not  generally  observed.  *'  Support  me,"  said 
he  to  a  grenadier  officer  who  was  close  at  hand, "  that 
my  brave  fellows  may  not  see  me  fall."  In  a  few 
seconds,  however,  he  sank,  and  was  borne  a  little 
to  the  rear.      Colonel   Carleton    was   desperately 

He  l«d  the  35th,  under  Qeneral  Wolfe,  throngh  the  Burf  of  LoniBbnrg, 
j4aced  them  firat  after  the  BritiBh  greuadien  in  line  on  the  pkiiu  of 
Abntbam,  and  theie,  during  the  contest,  ch&rging  the  French  grena- 
diers, carried  off  the  white  plume  which  for  half  &  centuiy  thi« 
battalion  bore.  His  Hajestj  George  III.  waa  eo  pleased  with 
Colonel  Fletcher's  conduct,  that  when  a  Ilea  tenant- colonel  of  only  fbor 
jears'  standing,  he  gave  him   the  colonelcj-in-chief.''— Ptcttm  of 

*  When  Wolfe  wai  ehot,  "  The  Treaaury  of  Fortification,"  bj 
John  Barker,  Esq.,  was  found  in  his  pocket.  On  the  spare  leaf  is 
written,  in  his  own  hand-wri^g.  "This  is  an  exceeding  booh  of 
FwtiBcation. — Wolfb."  This  book  is  now  in  the  Royal  Artillery 
library  at  Woolwich. 
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woanded  in  the  head  at  a  few  paces  from  Wolfe : 
the  aide-de-camp  who  hastened  for  Monckton,  to 
call  him  to  the  command,  found  hJTn  also  bleeding 
on  the  field,  beside  the  47th  Regiment  At  length 
Townshend,  now  the  senior  officer,  was  brought  firom 
the  left  flank  to  this  bloody  scene  to  lead  the  army. 

The  brief  struggle  fell  heavUy  upon  the  British, 
but  was  ruinous  to  the  French.  They  wavered 
under  the  carnage ;  the  columns  which  death  had 
disordered  were  soon  broken  and  scattered.  Mont- 
calm, with  a  courage  that  rose  above  the  wreck 
of  hope,  galloped  through  the  groups  of  his 
stubborn  veterans,  who  still  made  head  against  the 
advancing  enemy,  and  strove  to  show  a  front  of 
battle.  His  efforts  were  vain;  the  head  of  every 
formation  was  swept  away  before  that  terrible 
musketry ;  in  a  few  minutes,  the  French  gave  way 
in  all  directions.  Just  then  their  gallant  general 
fell  with  a  mortal  wound :  ttom  that  time  all  was 
utter  rout. 

The  English  followed  fiercely  in  the  pursuit ;  the 
47th  and  58th,  with  fixed  bayonets,  pressed  on  close 
to  the  St.  Louis  and  St  John's  gates,  till  the  first 
were  checked  by  grape-shot  from  the  ramparts,  and 
ttie  latter,  by  the  artillery  of  the  hulks  which  were 
grounded  in  the  river.  But  foremost  in  the  advance, 
and  most  terrible  to  the  flying  enemy,  were  the  78th 
Highlanders;  active  and  impetuous  in  their  move- 
ments, and  armed  with  the  broadsword,  they  sup- 
plied in  this  case  the  want  of  cavalry  to  the  British 
army.    Numbers  of  the  French  fell  beneath  their 
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vigorous  hlowB  ;<*  others  Bared  themselves  by  timely 
surrender,  piteouely  craviog  mercy,  and  declaring 
that  they  had  not  been  at  Fort  William  Heniy.'  The 
remainder  of  Montcalm's  right  wing  only  found 
shelter  beyond  the  bridge  over  the  St  Charles.  The 
survivors  of  the  right  and  centre  soon  placed  the 
ramparts  of  Quebec  between  themselves  and  their 
pursuers. 

While  some  of  the  BriUsh  battalions  were  dis- 
ordered in  the  rapid  advance,  a  body  of  about  800 
French  and  Canadiatu  collected  in  a  coppice  near 
the  St.  Charles,  and  asswned  a  somewhat  threat- 
ening appearance  on  the  left  flank  of  the  pursuers. 
Perceiving  this,  Townshend  ordered  Colonel  Hunt 
Walsh,  with  the  28th  and  43rd,  to  cni^  the  new 
resistance.  These  two  battalions  were  well  in  hand ; 
Walsh  wheeled  them  promptly  to  the  left,  and  after 
a  sharp  struggle  cleared  the  coppce. 

The  battle  was  now  over,  but  the  general  of  the 
victorious  army  had  still  to  guard  against  another 

' "  Ewen  Cunerou,  «  Highluider,  killed  nine  Frenohmen,  two 
being  officers ;  when  hia  eword-ann  was  curied  off  bjr  a  shot,  ha 
■etzed  ft  bayonet  ftnd  wonnded  wTenl  in«D,  but  b  buUet  in  his  throat 
ttew  bim." — Letter  from  an  Officer  in  Laaoellea'  R^pment,  Qoebae, 
20Ui  September,  1759  ;  QentlemaKi  Mag.,  1759,  p.  553. 

^  "  There  ii  one  incident  Teiy  remarkable,  and  which  I  can  aSim 
from  mj  own  pergonal  knowleilge,  that  the  enemy  were  eztremelj 
appreheDsive  of  being  rigoroiulj  treated  ;  for,  conseiooB  of  theor 
isbnman  behaTionr  to  our  troops  npon  a  former  occauon,  tlie  offiewB 
wbo  fell  into  oar  hands,  most  piteoustj,  with  bats  off,  sued  for  quarter, 
repeatedly  declaring  they  were  not  at  Fort  William  Heniy  (by  litem 
called  Fort  St.  Qeorge)  in  die  year  1757." — Knox's  Sttorieal 
Jmumal,  toI.  ii.,  p.  72. 
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antagonist,  as  yet  ontooched  and  unbroken.  It  has 
been  related,  that  b^re  the  commencement  of  the 
action  the  extreme  left  of  the  British  pwition  had 
been  threatened  hy  some  light  cavalry, — the  advance 
guard  of  de  Bougainville's  formidable  corps:  the 
main  body  and  t^eir  chief  had  now  arrived 
upon  the  scene,  but  bo  rapid  and  complete  had  been 
the  ruin  of  Montcalm's  army,  that  his  lieutenant 
found  not  a  single  unbrokra  company  remaining  in 
the  field  with  which  to  co-operate.  He  himself,  how- 
ever, was  still  strong;  besides  360  cavalry — an  arm 
in  which  the  invaders  were  altogether  deficient — he 
had  with  him  nearly  1500  men,  a  large  proportion 
of  whom  were  grenadiers  and  light  iniantry. 

Townshend  hastened  to  recal  his  disordered  bat^ 
t^ons,  but  he  detamined  not  to  imperil  the  victory 
by  seddng  another  engagement  with  &esh  troops. 
His  arrangements  were  strictly  defensive;  while 
re-forming  a  line  of  battle,  he  dispatched  the  35th 
and  the  48th  with  two  field-pieces  to  meet  de  Bou- 
gainville, and  if  possible  dieck  bis  advance.  The 
demonstration  sufficed;  the  fVench  soldiers,  demo- 
ralised by  the  defeat  of  their  general-in-chief,  were 
in  no  condition  to  meet  a  victorious  enemy,  they 
recoiled  before  the  resolnte  front  of  the  British 
force,  and  retreated  with  precipitation  up  the  left 
bank  of  the  St  Lawrence.  There  Townsbend  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  follow;  the  ground  was 
swampy,  and  for  the  most  part  still  covered  with 
the  primeval  forest,  affording  every  advantage  to  a 
retreating  enemy. 
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As  soon  as  the  action  was  over,  Townshend  began 
to  intrench  his  camp,  and  to  widen  the  road  up  the 
Sept.  cUff  for  the  conrenience  of  the  artillery  and  stores. 
De  Bougainville  did  not  halt  till  he  reached  Cape 
Rouge,  and  M.  de  Vaudreuil,^  with  his  1500  Cana- 
dians, deserted  the  lines  west  of  the  Montmorency, 
left  all  his  artillery,  ammunition,  tents  and  stores 
behind  him,  and  made  a  hurried  retreat  towards 
Jacques  Cartier. 

The  loss  of  the  English  in  this  memorable  battle 
amounted  to  fifty-five  killed  and  607  wounded  of  all 
ranks,  that  of  the  French  has  never  been  clearly 
ascertained,  but  it  was  not  probably  less  than  1 500  in 
killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners.  Moreover  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  Canadian  militia  dispersed 
and  never  rejoined  their  colours.  On  the  British 
side  the  Louisburg  Grenadiers  upon  tiie  right,  and 
the  58th  and  78th  upon  the  left  suffered  the  most 
severely.  The  five  regular  French  battalions  were 
almost  destroyed,  and  one  of  the  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery which  they  had  brought  into  action  was  captured 
by  the  victors.^ 

•  >•  Had  b«  (U.  de  Vandreuil)  falleo  into  our  hands,  our  men  irere 
determined  to  ecalp  him,  he  having  heen  the  chief  and  blackest  autbor 
of  the  cruelties  ezerciBed  on  our  countrymen.  Some  of  his  letten 
were  taken,  in  which  he  explicitly  and  basol;  said,  that  '  Peace  iraa 
the  best  time  for  making  war  on  the  EngUsb.'  " — Walpole's  Memoirt 
of  George  II.,  f.3B7. 

'  •'  Tandis  que  les  Anglais  entraient  dons  Surate  k  1'  embouchure 
du  fleuTe  Indus,  ils  prenoiont  Quebec  et  tout  le  Canada  on  fbnds  de 
r  Amerique  septentrionole ;  les  troupes  qui  out  haaard<!  un  combat 
pour  aauTor  Quebec  ont  ^l^  battues  ct  presque  detruites,  malgr^  les 
efforts  du  O^n^ral  Uontcalm,  tue  dans  cette  joum&  et  tr^  r^rettd 
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While  the  British  troops  were  carrylDg  all  before 
th^n,  their  young  general's  life  was  ebbing  fast 
away.  When  struck  for  the  third  time,  he  sank 
down;  he  then  supported  himself  for  a  few 
minutes  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  the  assistance 
of  Lieutenant  Brown,  Mr.  Henderson  a  Tolunteer, 
and  a  private  soldier,  all  of  the  Grenadier  Company, 
of  the  22nd ;  Colonel  Williamson  of  the  Royal  Artil- 
leiy,  afterwards  went  to  bis  aid.  From  time  to 
time  Wolfe  tried  with  his  &int  hand  to  clear  away 
the  death-mist  that  gathered  on  his  sight ;  but  the 
efibrt  seemed  vain ;  for  presently  he  lay  back,  and 
gaTe  no  signs  of  life  beyond  a  heavy  breathing,  and 
an  occasional  groan.  Meantime  the  French  had 
given  way,  and  were  flying  in  all  directions.  The 
grenadier  officers,  seeing  this,  called  out  to  those 
around  him : — "  See,  they  run."  The  words  caught 
the  ear  of  the  dying  man ;  he  raised  himself,  like 
one  aroused  from  sleep,  and  asked  eagerly,  "  Who 
runs?"  "  The  enemy,  sir,"  answered  the  officer:  "  they 
give  way  everywhere."  "  Go  one  of  you  to  Colonel 
Burton,"  said  Wolfe :  "  tell  him  to  mardi  Webbe's  {the 
48th)  re^ment  with  all  speed  down  to  the  St.  Charles 
Biver,  to  cut  off  the  retreat"  His  voice  grew  fwnt 
as  he  spoke,  and  he  turned  as  if  seeking  an  easier 
position  on  his  side ;  when  he  had  given  this  last 
order,  he  seemed  to  feel  that  he  had  done  his  duty,  and 
added  feebly,  but  distinctly — "  Now,  God  be  praised, 
1  die  happy."    His  eyes  then  closed ;   and,  after 

en  France.     On  &  perdn  aiosi  ea  un  bouI  jour  qoinze  cents  lienee 
de  p»j8."— Voltwre's  IWdt  du  SQch  de  Lmtit  XV.,  p.  291 . 
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a  few  conrulsire  moTementB,  he  became  still.' 
Sepi-  Despite  the  ang^uish  of  his  wounds,  he  died  happy : 
for  tiirough  the  mortal  shades  that  fell  upon  his 
sonl,  there  rose,  over  the  anknown  world's  horizon, 
the  dawn  of  an  eternal  morning. 

"QENEBAL  0RDBE8. 

-im^S^lmher.lJ&d.    Plaiat  <^  AhraluM. 
"Parole — Woltb.     Coontersign — England, 

"  The  remaining  general  officers  fit  to  act  t^e  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  express  the  praise  which  is 
due  to  the  conduct  and  brareiy  of  the  troops ;  and 
the  victory,  which  attended  it,  sufBciently  proves  the 
superiority  which  this  army  has  over  any  number 
of  such  troops  as  they  engaged  yesterday.  They 
wish  that  the  person  who  lately  commanded  them 
had  survived  so  glorious  a  day,  and  had  this  day 
been  able  to  give  the  troops  their  just  encomiums. 
The  &tigues  which  the  troops  will  be  obliged  to 
undergo,  to  reap  the  advantage  of  this  victory  vrill 
be  supported  with  a  true  spirit,  as  this  seems  to  be 
the  period  which  wiU  determine,  in  all  probability, 
our  American  labours." 

Deep  and  sincere  was  the  sorrow  of  the  Englidi 

'  "  Th«  horror  of  the  night,  the  precipice  seated  by  Wolfe,  the 
aapn  be  with  a  h&ndfbl  of  men  added  to  England,  and  the  glorioos 
cataatrt^he  of  eontentedljr  terminating  life  where  his  fame  began 
.  .  .  .  ancient  Btory  may  be  ransacked,  and  oateutatiooa  philo- 
wpkj  thromi  into  the  account,  before  an  episode  can  be  foimd  te  rank 
with  WoUe'e." — Pitt's  Speech  on  the  Motion  for  erecting  a  Henn- 
roent  to  W<dfe,  related  in  Walpole's  Mentoirt  of  Geo.  IL,  p.  393. 
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army  for  the  loss  of  their  chief;  they  almost  grieved 
over  their  deariy-parchaaed  victory. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  tiie  14th  of  September 
Montcalm  also  died.  When  his  wound  was  first 
examined,  he  asked  the  surgeon  if  it  was  mortal; 
and  being  answered  that  it  was,  he  said,  "  I  am  glad 
of  it ;  how  long  can  I  survive  ? "  "  Perhaps  a  day ; 
perhai»  less,"  replied  the  surgeon.  '*  So  much  the 
better,"  r^oined  Montcalm,  "  I  shall  not  live  to  see 
tiie  surrender  of  Quebec."  When  his  wound  was 
dressed,  M.  de  Ramsay,  the  governor  of  the  dty, 
vifdted  him.  and  desired  to  receive  his  commands 
for  the  defence;  but  he  refused  to  occupy  himself 
any  longer  with  worldly  afbirs,  **  My  time  is  very 
short,"  continued  he,  "  so  pray  leave  me.  I  wish 
yon  all  comfort,  and  to  be  happily  extricated  from 
your  prMent  perplexities."  He  then  called  for  his 
chaplain,  whc^  with  the  bishop  of  the  colony,  adminis- 
tered the  last  offices  of  religion,  and  remained  with 
him  till  he  expired. 

An  officer  of  the  43rd  regiment,  whose  carefully 
kept  journal  ftimishes  much  valuable  information 
on  t^e  subject  of  this  campaign,  states  that  Mont- 
calm paid  the  En^h  army  the  following  compli- 
ment after  the  battle :  "  Since  it  was  my  misfortune 
to  be  discomfited,  and  mortally  wounded,  it  is  a 
great  consolation  to  me  to  be  vanquished  by  so 
great  and  generous  an  enemy.  If  I  could  survive 
this  wound,  I  would  engage  to  beat  three  times  the 
number  of  such  forces  as  I  commanded  this  morn- 
ing with  a  third  of  their  number  of  British  troops." 
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Townshend.  on  the  day  succeeding  the  battle^ 
busied  himself  incessantly  in  pushing  on  works 
Sept.  against  the  city,  and  cutting  off  from  the  beme^|[ed 
all  communication  with  the  country.  On  the  17th, 
Admiral  Saunders  moved  the  whole  of  the  British 
fleet  into  the  basin,  and  prepared  to  attack  the 
Lower  Town;  and  by  that  evening  no  less  than 
aixty-one  pieces  of  heavy,  and  fifty-seven  of  light 
ordnwice,  were  mounted  on  the  British  batteries,  and 
ready  to  open  fire.  The  besieged  had  endeavoured 
to  retard  these  proceedings  by  constantly  plying  all 
their  available  guns,  but  did  not  succeed  in  inflicting 
any  annoyance  of  importance.  Before  night-&ll  an 
officer  bearing  a  flag  of  truce  approached  the  English 
camp,  and  was  conducted  to  the  general ;  to  him  he 
gave  the  governor,  M.  de  Ramsay's,  proposition,  to 
surrender  if  not  relieved  by  the  following  morning. 

In  the  meantime  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  who  had,  with 
his  disorganised  followers,  joined  de  Bougainville  at 
Cape  Rouge  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  dispatched 
a  courier  to  M.  de  liOvi,^  at  Montreal,  with  tidings  of 
the  disaster,  and  to  require  his  immediate  presence 
to  command  the  army  in  Montcalm's  room.  This 
done,  the  marquis  summoned  his  principal  officers 

*  "Ton  know  ihej  pique  themaelves  much  upon  their  Jewish 
nune,  and  cnll  cousine  with  the  Yirgin  Mary.  They  have  a  picture 
in  the  familj,  where  she  ia  made  to  aaj  to  the  founder  of  the  hoiue, 
'  CouTrei-TOQS,  mon  couun.'  He  replies,  '  Non  paa,  ma  tres  mudW 
oouune,  je  bub  trop  bien  le  respect  que  je  toiu  doia.'  There  is  said 
to  have  been  another  equally  absurd  pcture  in  the  same  family,  in 
which  Noah  is  represented  going  into  the  ark,  carrying  under  his  ann 
aamftlltmnk.on  which  was  written, '  Papiers  de  la  Haison  de  L^m. ' " 
— Walpcde'a  LeUeri  to  Sir  H.  Mann,  August  17th,  1749. 
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to  a  council  of  war,  and  gave  his  opinion  "  that  thej 
should  take  their  revenge  on  the  morrow,  and 
endeavour  to  wipe  off  the  disgrace  of  that  fatal  day." 
But  this  hold  proposition  met  with  no  more  support 
in  the  council  than  it  really  possessed  in  de  Vau- 
dreuil's  own  mind.  The  ofBcers  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  "  that  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for 
the  army  to  retire  to  Jacques  Cartier,  and  that  no 
time  should  be  lost."  In  consequence  of  this  decision, 
the  French  immediately  resumed  their  retreat, 
leaving  everything  behind  them,  and  marched  all 
night  to  gain  Point  aux  Trembles,  which  was  fixed 
as  the  rendezvous  of  the  whole  remaining  force. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  disastrous  news  of  Mont- 
calm's defeat  and  death,  M.  de  Levi  instantly 
departed  from  Montreal  to  take  the  command  of 
the  shattered  army.  On  the  16th  he  arrived ;  after  a 
few  hours  conference  with  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil. 
it  was  agreed  to  send  the  following  message  to 
M.  de  Ramsay : — "  We  exhort  you,  by  all  means, 
to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity.  On  the  18th  the 
whole  army  shall  be  in  motion ;  a  disposition  is 
made  to  throw  in  a  large  supply  of  provisions,  and 
to  relieve  the  town."  The  courier  reached  the 
besi^ed  early  on  the  18th,  but  it  was  too  late ;  the 
governor  was  idready  in  treaty  with  Townshend, 
and  on  that  morning,  the  18th  day  of  September, 
1769,  Quebec  surrendered.'  In  the  evening,  the 
keys  of  the  city  were  delivered  up,  and  the  Louis- 

'  See  Appendix,  No.  LXXI. 
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bui^  Grenadiers  marched  in,  preceded  by  a  detach- 
meDt  of  artillery,  and  one  gun,  with  the  British  flag 
hoisted  on  a  staff  upon  the  carriage ;  this  flag  was 
then  placed  upon  the  highest  point  of  the  citadel. 
Captain  Palhser  of  the  navy,  with  a  body  of 
seamen,  at  the  same  time  took  possession  of  the 
Lower  Town. 

The  news  of  these  great  events  reached  England 
but  two  days  later  than  Wolfe's  discouraging  dis- 
patch of  the  9th  of  September;*  an  Extraordinary 
Gazette  was  immediately  published  and  circulated 

*  "  The  notification  of  a  probable  diBappointment  at  Quebec,  came 
only  to  heighten  the  pleasure  of  the  conquest.  Ton  maj  now  ^ts 
jourself  what  ain  joti  please,  ^oq  are  master  of  East  and  West 
Indies,  An  ambasHador  is  the  only  man  in  the  world  whom  bolljing 
becomes.  I  beg  jour  pardon,  but  yoM  are  spies,  if  you  are  not 
bragadochios.  All  precedents  are  on  yonr  side :  Persians,  Qreels, 
Rwnans,  always  insulted  th^  neighbours  when  they  had  taken 
Quebec.  It  was  a  Terj  singular  affiur,  the  generals  on  both  udes 
shun,  and  on  both  udes  the  second  in  command  wounded — in  short, 
*ety  near  what  battles  should  be  ;  in  which  only  the  principals  ought 
to  suffer.  If  their  army  has  not  ammunition  and  spirit  enongh  to 
foil  again  upon  ours  before  Amherst  comes  op,  all  North  America  is 
ours !  Poetic  justice  could  not  have  been  executed  with  more  rigour 
than  it  has  been  on  the  perjury,  treachery,  and  usurpations  of  the 
French.  ...  It  appears  that  the  rictory  was  owing  to  the 
impracticability,  as  the  French  thought,  and  to  desperate  resolutitm 
on  our  side.  What  a  scene !  an  anny  in  the  night  dragging  itself 
up  a  precipice  by  stumps  of  trees  to  assault  a  town  and  attack  an 
army  strongly  intrenched  and  double  in  numbers.  Adien  I  I  think 
I  shall  not  write  to  yon  again  this  twelvemonth  ;  for,  like  Alexander, 
we  have  no  more  worlds  left  to  conquer. 

"  P3. — Monsieur  Flenrot  is  said  to  be  sailed  with  his  Uny 
squadron,  but  can  the  Lords  of  America  be  afr^d  of  half  a  dozen 
canoes  ?     Ur.  Chute  is  sitting  by  me,  and  says,  nobody  is  more 
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throughout  the  country,  and  a  day  of  thankagiving 
was  appointed  by  proclamation  through  all  the 
dominionB  of  great  Britain. 

"Then  the  sounde  of  joy  cuid  grief  from  her  people  wildlj  rose;" 

never,  perhaps,  hare  triumph  and  lamentation  been 
so  strangely  intermingled.  Astonishment  and  ad- 
miration at  the  splendid  Tictory,  with  sorrow  for 
the  loss  of  the  gallant  victor,  filled  every  breast. 
Throughout  all  the  land  were  illuminations  and 
public  rejoicings,  except  in  the  little  Kentish  village 
of  Westerham,  where  Wolfe  was  bom,  and  where  his 
widowed  mother'  now  mourned  her  only  child. 

Wolfe's  body  was  embalmed,  and  borne  to  the 
river  for  conveyance  to  England.  The  army  escorted 
it  in  solemn  state  to  the  beadi ;  they  mourned  their 
yoimg  general's  death  as  sincerely,  as  they  had  fol- 
lowed him  in  battle  bravely.  Their  attachment  to 
him  had  softened  their  toils,  their  confidence  in  him 
had  cheered  them  in  disasters,  and  his  loss  now 
turned  their  triumph  into  sadness.  When  his  remains 

obliged  to  Ur.  Pitt  than  you  are  :  he  has  raised  jou  from  a  rerj 
uncomfortable  eitnation  to  hold  your  head  abore  the  cajHtol." — 
Walpole's  Leaer$  to  Sir  H.  Mam,  October  19, 1759. 

*  "  The  late  Mn.  Wolfe,  the  mother  61  the  brave  general  <^  that 
name,  has  very  homanelj  left  the  residue  of  her  estate  and  effeoto, 
after  debts  and  legacies  are  pud,  to  be  disposed  of  among  the 
widows  and  families  of  the  officers  who  were  employed  in  the  militai; 
land  serrice  under  her  son.  General  Wolfe. 

"  The  executors  of  the  late  Mrs  Henrietta  Wolfe,  mother  of  the 
brare  General  Wolfe,  have  ptud  a  legacy  c^  10002.,  left  bj  her,  to 
the  Incorporated  Society  in  Dublin  for  pomotiog  English  Protestant 
working  achods  in  Ireland." — Atmual  Begitter,  1765. 
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arrived  at  Plymouth  they  were  landed  with  the 
highest  honours ;  minute  guns  were  fired ;  the 
flags  were  hoisted  half-mast  high,  and  an  escort  with 
arms  reversed  received  the  coffin  on  tiie  shore.  He 
was  then  conv^ed  to  Greenwich,  and  buried  beside 
his  father,  who  had  died  but  a  few  months  before. 

The  House  of  Commons,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  IMtt, 
unanimously  vot6d  that  a  monument  should  be 
erected  to  Wolfe's  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey' 
at  the  public  expense.  Tbe  monument  was  accord- 
ingly executed,  and  inscribed  with  an  eulogistic 
memorial  in  Latin.  Not  many  years  since  a  pillar 
was  erected  by  Lord  Dalhouaie,  on  a  lofty  situation 
in  the  City  of  Quebec,  to  Wolfe  and  Montcalm, 
bearing  a  remarkably  graceful  Latin  inscription,  by 
Dr.  Fisher,  of  Quebec.  Lord  Aylmer  has  also  placed 
a  small  and  simple  monument  on  the  Pluns  of 
Abraham,  on  which  the  date,  and  the  following 
words  only  are  engraved : — 

"HEBE  WOLFE  DIED  VICTOMODS." 
•  See  Appendix,  No.  LXVII. 
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CONCLUSION. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  Admiral  Saunders  with  the 
whole  fleet — the  Eacehorse  of  twenly,  and  the  Por- 
cupine of  eighteen  guna,  excepted — weighed  anchor 
and  dropped  down  the  river  to  Isle  aux  Coudres, 
there  to  await  a  fair  wind  to  sail  for  Halifox  and 
England.  Brigadier  Monckton  embarked  at  the 
same  time  for  New  York,  where  he  soon  recovered 
from  his  wound,  and  Brigadier  Townshend  proceeded 
direct  to  London.  The  government  of  Quebec  was 
intrusted  to  Brigadier  Murray,  with  Colonel  Burton 
as  Ueutenant-goTemor,  and  all  the  soldiers  of  the 
several  regiments  engaged  in  the  campaign,  who 
were  still  fit  for  duty,  remuned  to  form  the  garrison; 
the  number  of  all  ranks  and  arms  now  only 
amounted  to  7300  men.  The  sick  and  wounded, 
whose  recovery  was  remote  or  improbable,  were  sent 
home  with  the  admiral.  Having  left  a  squadron 
at  Halifax,  the  fleet  reached  England  in  safety  ere 
the  severity  of  the  winter  had  set  in. 

Before  the  close  of  the  navigation  the  French 
governor  and  intendant  of  Canada  intrusted  their 
melancholy  dispatches  to  M.  Cannon,  who  succeeded 
in  passing  Quebec  unobserved,  by  taking  advantage 
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of  a  fevourable  wind  and  a  thick  fog.  Having 
escaped  the  many  other  dangers  which  beset  his 
voyage,  he  arrived  safely  in  France.  These  dis- 
patches were  filled  with  criminations  and  recrimina^ 
tions :  M.  de  Vaudreoil  animadverted  bitterly  upon 
M.  de  Ramsay  for  his  "precipitate  surrender "  of 
Quebec,  while  from  other  quarters  heavy  complaints 
were  put  forward  against  M.  de  Vaudrenil,  for  his 
retreat,  or  rather  flight,  from  the  lines  of  Mont- 
morency. 

The  condition  of  the  once  splendid  colony  of  France 
was  now  very  lamentable.  To  the  east  Quebec,  to 
the  west  Niagara,  to  the  south  Crown  Point  and 
TicondeT(^;a,  all  the  slxongest  positions  in  the 
northern  continent  of  America,  had  passed  frt>m 
their  hands  in  one  disastrous  campaign;  many  of 
their  veteran  soldiers  had  found  graves  in  the  land 
which  they  had  bravely  but  vainly  striven  to  defend, 
or  had  been  borne  away  as  prisoners  across  the 
Atlantic.  Provisions  of  all  kinds  were  scarce,  ^most 
to  fomine ;  the  prices  during  winter  rose  to  an  enor- 
mous height :  wheat  was  commonly  sold  at  30  or 
40  livres  a  bushel,  a  cow  was  worth  000  livres,  a 
pair  of  oxen  1500  or  2000.  and  sheep  fh>m  200  to 
300  livres  a-piece.  Many  people  actually  died  of 
want ;  and  at  length  no  money  would  induce  the 
formers  to  p^  with  their  produce,  when  life  itself 
depended  upon  their  retaining  such  supplies  as  they 
possessed.  The  politic  Indians  were  quick  to  observe 
the  &llen  condition  of  the  French,  their  poverty, 
and  their  weakness;  a  general  defection  among 
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doabtful  allies  was  the  consequence,  increased  acti- 
vity of  enemies,  and  a  more  measured  assistance 
from  friends. 

As  the  winter  approached,  the  Chevalier  de  Levi 
retreated  to  Montreal,  where  he  put  the  greater  part 
of  his  army  into  cantonments.  He,  however,  busied 
himself  during  that  period  of  forced  military  inac- 
tion in  preparations  for  a  bold  attempt  to  wipe 
out  the  memory  of  last  year's  disasters  by  the 
reconquest  of  Quebec.  At  the  first  opening  of  spring 
he  began  to  refit  such  of  the  shipping  as  still  bore  the 
French  flag,  repaired  the  small  craft,  built  galleys, 
and  at  Sorel  embarked  the  necessary  stores  and 
ammimition,  which  he  had  drawn  from  the  depdte 
of  St.  John's  and  Chambly.  M.  de  Vaudreuil 
seconded  these  exertions  by  the  publication  of  an 
address  to  the  Canadian  people,  representing  in  a 
highly  coloured  style  the  imaginaiy  cruelties  and 
oppressions  of  the  British  governor  of  Quebec.  H^ 
also  endeavoured  to  raise  their  hopes  whUe  he  sti- 
mulated their  animosity.  "  We  have  a  nimierous 
and  gallant  army,"  said  he,  "  and  well-grounded 
assurances  of  powerful  assistance  from  France." 
His  appeal  met  with  no  echo  from  a  starving  and 
discontented  people. 

During  the  winter  the  French  had  made  several 
demonstrations  against  the  British  outposts  at  Point 
Levi,  Cap  Rouge,  St  Foy,  and  Lorette,  without, 
however,  uiy  result  beyond  bloodshed  and  mutually 
inflicted  suffering.  But  on  the  6th  of  April  M.  de 
Bourlemaque,  with  three  battalions  of  r^ular  troops 
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1760  and  a  body  of  militia,  marched  from  Jacques  CarU^ 
upon  Cap  Rouge,  with  the  hope  of  surprising  the 
English  detachment  at  that  place.  His  troops  lay 
on  their  arms  that  night,  with  the  exception  of  two 
companies  of  grenadiers  whom  he  sent  to  recon- 
noitre. On  their  return  the  main  body  became 
alarmed,  suppo^g  them  to  be  English  troops,  and 
fired  among  them ;  the  grenadiers  retuimed  the  fire; 
and  the  disastrous  mistake  was  not  discovered  until 
twenty-two  of  their  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Before  dawn  the  unlucky  expedition  returned  to 
tiieir  qnarters  at  Jacques  Cartier. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1760,  de  Levi  left  Montreal 
with  all  his  available  force,  and,  collecting  on  his 
way  the  several  detached  corps,  arrived  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cape  Rouge  with  eight  battalions 
of  r^fular  troops,  recruited  to  4500  men,  6000 
Ctutadians,  of  whom  200  were  Cavaliy  and  250 
Indians.  His  heavy  artillery,  ammunition  and 
stores,  followed  his  march  by  the  river  in  batteaox 
and  other  vessels. 

Mesnwhile  Murray  lost  no  time  in  strengthening 
his  position  at  Quebec.  He  erected  eight  timber 
redoubts  outside  the  works  of  the  city,  and  armed 
them  with  artillery ;  he  broke  up  the  neighbouring 
roads,  laid  in  eleven  months'  provision,  and  repaired 
SOO  of  the  houses,  which  the  Ei^lish  shot  had 
ruined,  for  quarters  for  his  troops.  The  outposts 
which  he  had  established  in  the  country  round 
Quebec  proved  of  considerable  advantage :  by  them 
his  movements  were  concealed,  and  those  of  the 
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enemy  watched.  The  inhabitants  of  eleven  parishes 
in  the  vicinity  placed  themselves  under  British  pro- 
tection, and  swore  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown ; 
they  subsequently  proved  very  useful  in  supplying 
fresh  provisions  and  firewood  for  the  army  to  their 
utmost  ability.  Nevertheless  Murray's  troops  were 
obliged  to  undergo  great  hardship  in  collecting  fuel 
for  themselves ;  no  less  than  a  fourth  of  the  whole 
army  had  to  march  ten  miles  eadi  day  for  many 
successive  days  to  cut  timber  in  the  forests,  and 
numbers  of  the  men  were  frostbitten,  or  sank  alto- 
ther  under  the  trial  The  scurvy  raged  also  with 
extraordinary  violence  in  the  garrison;  many  fell 
victims  to  that  dreadful  disease;  but  a  decoction  of 
the  hemlock-spruce,  recommended  by  an  old  Cana- 
dian, was  at  length  successfully  employed  as  a 
remedy.  The  severity  of  the  duty  and  the  monotony 
of  the  winter  proved  intolerable  to  not  a  few  of  the 
British  soldiers ;  designing  Frenchmen  were  at  hand 
to  profit  by  this  opportunity ;  they  persuaded  many 
of  the  soldiers  to  leave  their  colours,  and  the 
spirit  of  desertion  was  not  checked  till  some  of  those 
taken  in  the  act  were  hanged,  and  their  abettors 
subjected  to  a  like  punishment. 

When  Murray  was  apprised  of  the  approach  of 
the  French  army,  he  marched  out  on  the  27th  of 
April  with  the  whole  disposable  force  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  his  advanced  posts ;  in  this  he  succeeded 
with  the  loss  of  only  two  men.  He  then  broke 
down  all  the  bridges,  and  retired  into  the  city  the 
same  evening.    De  Levi  crossed  the  Uttle  stream  at 
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Cape  Ronge,  and  cantoned   his   army,  upwards  of 
1760    10,000  strong,  in  and  about  the  village  of  St.  Foy ; 
at  nine  the  following  morning  he  advanced  within 
three  miles  of  Quebec. 

The  British  general,  unwarned  by  Montcalm's 
fete,  formed  the  unaccountable  resolution  of  giving 
battle  to  the  French  in  the  open  field,  with  his  feeble 
anny,  which  was  now  reduced  by  sickness,  desertion, 
and  the  sword,  to  3000  available  men.  In  his  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  state  reporting  Qie  consequent 
events,  he  states  the  following  not  very  conclusive 
reasons  for  having  taken  this  unfortunate  step : 
"well  weighing  my  peculiar  position,  and  well 
knowing,  that  in  shutting  myself  up  within  the  walls 
of  the  city,  I  should  risk  the  whole  stake  on  the 
chance  of  defending  a  wretdied  fortification,  which 
could  not  be  lessened  by  an  action  in  the  field." 

At  daylight  on  the  28th  of  April,  Murray  marched 
out  to  the  Plains  of  Abraham  with  his  ten  skeleton 
battalions,  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  Hia 
light  troops  easily  drove  in  those  of  the  French; 
he  then  proceeded  to  form  his  line  of  battle.  On 
the  right  €k)lonel  Burton  led  the  15th,  the  48th. 
and  the  second  battalion  of  the  60th.  The  centre 
consisted  of  the  43rd  and  68th  under  Colonel  James, 
and  the  left  of  the  28th.  47th,  and  78th,  under 
Colonel  Fraser.  The  36tli,  and  the  third  battalion 
of  the  60th,  formed  the  reserve.  Migor  Dalling's 
Light  Infantry  covered  the  right  flank,  and  some 
Volunteers  and  the  Rangers,  the  left.  The  guns 
were  distributed  in  the  most  suitable  positions. 
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When  the  formations  were  completed,  Murray 
rode  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position ; 
he  found  them  occupied  in  putting  their  arms,  which 
had  heen  damaged  by  heavy  rains  during  the  night, 
in  order,  and  in  other  respects  unprepared  for 
action.  Ihis  seemed  to  afford  a  &,Tourable  oppor- 
tunity for  striking  a  blow,  and  accordingly  he 
returned  in  all  speed,  and  gave  orders  to  attack 
without  delay.  The  little  army  joyfully  obeyed,  and 
moved  forward  in  admirable  order,  over  the  brow  of 
the  heights,  thence  down  the  slope  into  the  plains 
beyond. 

At  first  de  Levi  could  not  bring  himself  to  believe 
that  the  British  were  abandoning  their  vflntf^:e- 
ground  to  grapple  with  his  overwhelming  force ; 
but  when  he  perceived  their  colours  still  steadily 
advancing  almost  within  gun-shot  range,  he  called 
his  men  "  to  arms."  The  French  hurried  together, 
and  formed  their  front  of  battle,  not  however  with- 
out some  confusion  and  alarm.  Two  companies  of 
Grmadiera  were  in  the  meantime  pushed  forward 
into  the  woods  above  Sillery  as  a  covering  party ; 
here  they  came  in  collision  with  the  Volunteers  and 
Rangers  of  the  British  left,  and  after  a  short 
encounter  they  retired  leisurely  upon  the  main 
body.  Murray's  Irr^pilars,  now  joined  by  the  Light 
In&ntry,  pursued  with  unlucky  zeal ;  this  hasty 
advance  exposed  them  to  the  fire  of  their  own 
artillery  and  compelled  its  sUence;  finally  they 
were  repulsed  and  broken  by  the  French  battalions 
which  had  by  that  time  attained  to  a  steadyformation. 
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They  then  fell  to  the  rear  and  showed  no  more 
during  the  combat. 

De  Levi's  army  was  by  this  time  ranged  in  battle 
array.  Bourlemaque,  with  three  battalions  of  R^^- 
lars,  held  the  right,  the  general  in  person  with  a 
like  force  held  the  left,  and  M.  Dumas  with  two  bat- 
talions occupied  the  centre.  The  lines  were  formed 
three  deep,  and  in  the  intervals  between  the  bodies 
of  veteran  troops  the  Canadian  levies  were  formed. 
Some  companies  of  the  Marine  or  Colony  troops, 
with  the  Indians,  were  posted  in  a  wood  somewhat 
in  advance  of  theright  of  the  position.  The  French 
had  no  artillery. 

When  the  flight  of  the  light  troops  opened  the 
front  of  battle,  a  colmnn  of  French  infantry  was 
seen  winding  up  through  the  suburbs  of  St.  Boch, 
BO  as  to  threaten  Murray's  right.  Major  Morris, 
with  the  35th  from  the  reserve,  were  quickly  called 
into  action,  and  they  checked  this  movement  But 
in  the  mean  time  the  British  left  was  altogether 
overmatched.  Fraser  with  his  brigade,  bad  boldly 
attacked  the  French  right,  and  at  first  gained  some 
advantage,  having,  by  an  impetuous  charge,  driven 
Bourlemaque  from  two  redoubts ;  but  the  superior 
weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  soon  told  upon  his  weak 
battalions,  and  they  were  speedily  reduced  to  a 
mere  handful  of  men.  The  43rd  from  the  centre, 
and  the  3rd  battalion  of  the  60th  from  the  reserve, 
now  came  to  his  aid,  and  still  be  bravely  held 
his  own  ground  against  the  overwhelming  num- 
bers of  the  French.    At  this  critical  time  the  Royal 
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RouBsiUon  fh>m  de  Levi's  centre,  who  had  not  as 
yet  fired  a  shot,  charged  in  upon  the  British  left, 
and  bore  down  all  resistance.  The  whole  of  Fraser's 
brigade  then  gave  way,  and  retired  in  confiision : 
Burton's  men  on  the  right,  already  hardly  pressed, 
soon  followed :  all  the  artillery  was  lost ;  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  firm  front  presented  by  the 
16th  and  58th,  the  disaster  might  have  proved  irre- 
parable. Even  as  it  was,  the  carnage  was  almost 
unexampled  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged : 
Murray  left  no  less  than  300  dead  upon  the  field, 
and  upwards  of  700  more  of  his  men  were  wounded.' 
The  triumph  of  the  French  was  suUled  by  unusual 
cruelty  to  their  gallant  but  unfortunate  foes.  Quarter 
was  in  vun  asked  by  some  of  the  British  ofQcers ;  four 
of  them  being  conducted  to  the  officers  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  la  Sarre,  were  received  with  a  wave  of  the 
hand,  and  **  AUez-vous-en,**  which  speedily  decided 
their  bloody  fate.  Of  the  great  number  of  wounded 
Englishmen  who  were  unavoidably  abandoned  in 
the  retreat,  twenty-eight  only  were  sent  to  the 

'  "  WLo  the  deuce  wu  thiakiDg  of  Qaebec  ?  America  was  like  n 
book  me  hu  read  and  done  with,  or  at  least,  if  one  looked  at  the 
book,  one  just  recollected  that  there  wu  a  supplement  promised,  to 
contain  a  chapter  on  Montreal,  the  starring  and  snrrender  of  it ;  bnt 
here  we  are  on  a  sudden  reading  our  book  backwards.  An  account 
came  two  dajs  ago  that  the  French,  on  their  march  to  besiege  Quebec, 
had  been  attacked  bj  General  Murray,  who  got  into  a  mistake  and  a 
morass,  attacked  two  bodies  that  wore  joined  when  he  hoped  to  come 
np  with  one  of  them  before  he  was  inclosed,  embogged,  and  defeated. 
Bj  the  list  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  I  believe  there  has  been  a 
rueAil  slaughter,  and  the  place,  I  suppose,  will  be  retaken." — Wal- 
pole'a  LeUen  to  Sir  H.  Mann,  June  20th,  1760. 
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hospitals ;  the  rest  were  given  up  to  glut  the  r^e 
of  the  Indians.  Murray's  artillery,  and  the  steady 
fire  of  his  veterans,  caused  the  French  to  purchase 
victory  at  a  very  heavy  cost ;  by  their  own  compu- 
tation 1800  of  their  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 
De  Levi  followed  up  his  success  by  Intreaching 
himself  before  the  city,  and  preparing  for  the  si^^ 
Murray  was  not  idle.  No  more  than  2200  of  the 
British  troops  were  now  fit  for  duty ;  but  even  the 
wounded  assisted  as  &r  as  they  were  able;  nearly 
600  men,  unable  to  walk  without  crutches,  seated 
themselves  on  the  ramparts,  made  sand-bags  for  the 
Maj  works,  and  cartridges  for  the  cannon.  The  women 
were  also  active  in  tending  the  wounded,  and  cook- 
ing rations  for  the  soldiers,  who  were  now  too  much 
occupied  to  perform  those  offices  for  themselves. 
By  unremitting  exertion  132  guns  were  soon 
mounted  on  the  ramparts;  and,  as  many  of  the 
in&ntry  had  during  the  winter  been  trained  by  the 
artillerymen,  Murray  was  enabled  to  keep  up  a  fire 
which  altogether  overpowered  that  of  the  French. 

But  the  hopes  of  the  beai^ed  rested  alone  for 
final  delivery  on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet.  On  the 
dth  of  May  the  Leostoffe  frigate  rounded  the  head- 
land of  Point  Levi,  and  stood  over  for  the  city.  For 
a  time  an  intense  anxiety  reigned  in  both  armies, 
as  the  French  also  expected  a  squadron  with  supplies. 
At  length,  when  the  red-cr<»s  flag  ran  up  to  the 
mizen-peak  of  the  strange  ship,  and  a  boat  put  off* 
for  the  Lower  Town,  the  joy  of  the  garrison  knew 
no  bounds ;  officers  and  soldiers  together  mounted 


itizecoy  Google 


THE   CONQUEST    OF   CAHADA.  867 

the  parapets  in  the  ftux  of  the  enemy,  and  for  newly 
an  hour  together  made  the  air  ring  with  hearty 
British  cheers.  On  the  16th,  Commodore  Swainton 
arrived  with  the  Vanguard  and  the  Diana  frigate; 
the  next  day  he  passed  the  town,  and  destroyed  or 
captured  the  whole  of  the  French  armament  npon 
the  river.* 

De  Levi  upon  this  raised  the  siege  with  inglorious 
haste.  His  camp,  guns,  aimnunition,  stores,  pro- 
visions, and  intrenching  tools  were  all  abandoned, 
and  his  retreat  was  almost  a  flight.  Murray  pushed 
out  his  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  in  pursuit,  and 
succeeded  in  taking  some  of  the  rear-guard  prisoners. 
The  French  then  took  up  their  old  quarters  at 
Jacques  Cartier.  This  attempt  upon  Quebec,  the 
results  of  which  were  so  disproportionate  to  the 
means  employed,  was  called  by  the  Canadians  "  de 
Levi's  Folly." 

Although  the  siege  of  Quebec  lasted  but  a  short 
time,  it  gave  opportunity  to  the  French  officers  of 
departments  to  indn^  in  enormous  peculation.^ 
The  public  money  was  squandered  with  the  utmost 

*  "  Tfa«  Pomona,  one  of  the  Frenah  fngates,  was  driven  on  shore 
abore  Cape  Diamond ;  the  other  frigate,  the  Atalanta,  ran  aahore, 
and  was  burnt  at  Point  sua  Trembles." — OentUman't  Magazine, 
Tol.  XM.,  p.  297. 

*  "  Four  comble  de  malheur,  on  accnaut  des  pins  horribles  brigan- 
dages presque  tons  ceuz  qui  ^taient  emploj^s  au  nom  dn  roi  d&na 
eette  mslheurense  eolonie.  lis  ont  ^te  jugds  au  Chatelet  de  Paris, 
tandis  que  Is  parlement  infonnoit  contre  Lalli,  1764.  Celui-ci,  spres 
avoir  cent  fois  ezpos^  sa  Tie,  1'a  perdue  par  la  mun  d'un  bonrreau, 
tandis  qne  lea  concnssionnaires  dn  Canada  n'ont  6ti  oondamn^s  qu'k 
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proftision,  and  with  the  most  unblushing  dishonesty. 
False  estimates  were  authorised  by  the  engineers, 
and  paid  by  the  intendant  at  Montreal.  Among 
other  charges  against  the  French  government  was 
put  forward  a  bill  for  300,000  moccasins  for  the 
Indians :  the  infamous  Cadet  managed  this  contract 
himself  in  the  name  of  liis  clerk,  and  charged  the 
crown  no  less  than  300,000  livres  for  the  fraudulent 
supply.  Large  stores  were  constantly  furnished  to 
the  army,  the  greater  part  of  which  became  the 
property  of  the  contractors,  and  was  resold  by  them 
to  the  gOTemment  at  an  exorbitant  rate:  mean- 
while the  soldiers  were  miserably  supplied,  and 
the  people  almost  perishing  with  want. 

But  this  reign  of  peculation  and  oppression  was 
fiist  drawing  to  a  dose.  Hie  successful  action 
at  Sillery  was  "  Fortune's  parting  smile  "  upon  the 
French  in  Canada.  On  the  3rd  of  May,  General, 
now  Sir  Jeffery,  Amherst,  tlte  commauder-in-chiet 
embarked  at  New  York  and  proceeded  to  Schenec- 
tady. From  thence,  with  part  of  his  army,  he 
pursued  his  route  to  Oswego,  where  he  encamped  on 
the  9th  of  July ;  General  Gage  and  the  rest  of  the 
force  was  ordered  to  follow  with  aU  diligence: 
accordingly  they  also  reached  Oswego  on  the  22nd, 
and  Sir  William  Johnson  with  his  Indians  arrived 
the  following  day.  In  the  mean  time.  Captain 
Loring  of  the  navy,  with  two  armed  vessels,  had 

des  rectitatioiu  «t  des  amendet :  tant  il  eat  de  difflfrence  eittre  lea 
ftffiureB^tii  lemblent  Ie«  mflmes."— Vol tai re's  IWcit  dv  SiecU  de 
Loww.XF.,  p.  291. 
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cleared  the  Lake  ODtario  of  the  French  cruizers, 
and  driven  them  for  refuge  to  the  beautiftil  labyrinth 
of  the  "  Thousand  Isles." 

Amherst's  army  now  assembled  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Ontario,  consisted  of  a  detachment  of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  six  complete  battalions,  and  thirteen 
companies  of  regular  troops,  a  corps  of  Grenadiers, 
and  uiother  of  Light  Infantry,  with  some  Rangers, 
and  eight  battalions  of  Provincials,  in  all  10,142  men 
of  all  ranks ;  Johnson's  Indians  numbered  706. 

The  plan  of  the  camp^gn  was  again  founded 
on  combined  movements ;  the  general-in-diie£  warned 
by  the  untoward  delays  which  he  had  experienced 
in  the  preceding  year,  himself  chose  to  descend 
upon  the  enemy's  capital  by  Lake  Ontario  and  the 
Upper  St  Lawrence,  leaving  the  route  of  Lake 
Champlaiu  to  Colonel  Haviland,  with  a  force  of 
some  artillery,  1500  Regular  troops,  1800  Provin- 
cials and  a  few  Indians,  which  were  assembled  at 
Crown  Point.  At  the  same  time  Murray  with  the 
disposable  portion  of  the  gallant  garrison  of  Quebec, 
aided  by  Lord  Rollo  and  two  battalions  fVom  Louis- 
burg,  was  to  push  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  if 
possible  meet  the  other  two  corps  under  the  general- 
in-chief  and  Haviland  on  the  Island  of  Montreal. 
Their  movements  were  as  follows : 

Amherst  embarked  the  grenadiers  and  light 
troops,  with  a  battalion  of  Highlanders,  on  the  7tb 
of  August,  and  dispatched  them,  under  Colonel 
Haldimand.  to  take  post  at  that  end  of  Lake  Ontario 
from  whence  issues  the  River  St.  Lawrence.  On  the 
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.  10th  he  himBelf,  with  the  artillery,  the  remainder  of 
the  regular  troops,  and  the  Indians,  followed  in 
whale-hoats.  The  Provincials,  under  G^e,  joined  the 
flotilla  on  the  12tii,  and  the  following  day  the  whole 
army  reached  la  Galette,  on  the  banks  of  the  Great 
River.  They  then  dropped  down  the  stream  to  Isle 
Royale  without  any  occurrence  worth  record,  except 
the  gallant  capture  of  an  armed  vessel  by  Colonel 
WilliamBon  with  a  detachment  of  troops  in  row- 
boats. 

Upon  Isle  Royal  there  was  a  French  post  of  some 
strength,  called  Fort  Levi,  which  AmhOTst  deter- 
mined to  subdue ;  partly  because  he  was  unwilling 
to  leave  an  enemy  in  his  rear,  bnt  principally 
because  among  the  little  garrison  were  several  men 
well  skilled  in  the  dangerous  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  whose  services  might  prove  of  great  value 
to  the  expedition ;  accordingly,  the  fort  was  com- 
pletely invested  by  the  20th.  On  the  23rd  the 
British  batteries  were  in  readiness,  and  tiie  armed 
vessels  placed  in  a  fevourable  position,  while  a 
detachment  of  grenadiers  with  scaling-ladders  were 
told  off  to  storm  the  works.  A  cannonade  was 
opened  upon  the  fort ;  but  the  gallant  little  garrison 
returned  the  fire  with  such  spirit,  that  one  of  the 
British  ve^els  which  had  got  a^^ound  was  obliged 
to  strike  her  colours,  and  was  abandoned  by  her 
crew.  Amherst,  astonished  at  this  vigorous  resists 
ance,  deferred  his  contanplated  assault  to  another 
day.  !nie  delay  proved  fortunate  in  preventing  fur- 
ther bloodshed;  for  M.  Pouchot,  the  French  com- 
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maadant,  seeing  that  there  was  no  hope  of  a 
successftd  defence,  surrendered  at  discretion  on 
the  26th. 

When  the  fort  was  delivered  up,  a  circumstance 
occurred  which  reflects  fax  more  honour  upon  Eng- 
lishmen than  the  triumph  of  their  arms.  Johnson's 
Indians  had  secretly  determined  to  seize  their  oppor- 
tunity of  vengeance,  and  to  massacre  the  gallant 
band  of  FreQchmen  as  boou  as  they  gained  admis- 
sion within  the  works.  Happily  Amherst  was  made 
aware  of  this  atrocious  scheme.  He  immediately 
gave  orders  to  Sir  WiUiam  to  dissuade  the  savages, 
if  possible,  from  their  intention ;  at  the  same  time 
he  promised  them  all  the  stores  which  might 
be  found  in  the  fort,  and  warned  them  that  if 
they  persisted  he  would  restrain  them  by  force. 
The  Indians  sullenly  submitted,  and  returned  to 
their  camp,  but  they  bitto-ly  resented  the  inter- 
ference, and  Johnson  informed  the  general  that 
they  would  probably  quit  the  army  in  anger. 
Amherst  answered,  "Although  I  wish  to  retain  their 
friendship,  I  will  not  purchase  it  at  the  expense 
of  countenandng  barbarity,  and  tell  them  that  if 
they  commit  any  acts  of  cruelty  on  their  return 
home  from  the  army,  I  will  assuredly  chastise 
them."  Amherst  lost  his  Indians  but  he  preserved 
his  honour.  Nearly  all  abandoned  him;  they  did 
not,  however,  dare  to  perpebnte  any  violence  on 
their  way  home. 

The  British  leveUed  the  works  at  Fort  Levi,  and 
continned  their  route  down  the  stream  with  little 
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difficulty,  till  they  reached  the  dangerous  passage  of 
the  Cedars.  About  noon  on  the  4th  of  September, 
the  van  of  the  army  entered  the  rapids.  Here  the 
vast  flood  of  the  St.  Lawrence  dashes  swiftly  through 
8  comparatively  narrow  channel;  broken  rocks, 
eddies,  and  surging  waves  render  the  appearance  of 
this  navigation  terrible  to  the  unaccustomed  eye, 
but  under  the  guidance  of  experienced  pDots  light 
boats  constantly  pass  with  little  or  no  danger. 
Amherst  expected  that  the  enemy  woidd  have 
opposed  him  at  this  critical  point ;  he  therefore  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  permit  the  boats  to  descend 
in  the  successive  order  which  would  have  best  suited 
the  navigation ;  but,  himself  leading  the  way,  he 
ordered  on  a  number  of  boats  filled  with  artallay, 
grenadiers,  and  light  infantry,  at  the  same  time. 
Scarcely  had  they  entered  the  boisterous  waters 
when  the  boats  became  crowded  together;  some 
were  stove  in  against  each  other,  and  many  were 
dashed  to  pieces  upon  the  rocks ;  no  less  than  eighty- 
eight  men,  and  sixty-four  boats,  with  some  artillery 
and  stores,  were  lost  by  this  liunentable  disaster. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  the  British  army  landed 
on  the  Island  of  Montreal,  nine  miles  from  the  town; 
the  French  retired  before  them  within  the  walls,  and 
the  same  evening  the  place  was  invested  in  form. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  Murray 
had  sailed  from  Quebec  on  the  14th  of  June,  to 
co-operate  with  the  expeditions  under  Amherst  and 
Haviland.  His  army  consisted  of  2450  men  of  all 
ranks,  the  veterans  who  had  conquered  under  Wolfe. 
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His  voya^  up  the  river,  was  an  almost  continuous 
Bkirmish ;  whenever  his  veMcla  approached  the 
shore  they  were  assailed  with  musketry,  and  by 
cannon  at  all  suitable  points ;  however,  he  met  with 
no  resistance  of  a  nature  materially  to  delay  his 
progress.  Ou  the  8th  of  August  the  fleet  passed 
Three  Rivers,  and  on  the  12tli,  anchored  opposite 
to  Sorel,  wh6re  M.  de  Bourlemaque  was  posted 
about  4000  men.  Here  Miuray  judged  it  prudent 
to  await  Lord  Rollo  with  the  regiment  from  Z^uis- 
burg,  and  being  joined  by  this  reinforcement,  he 
again  sailed  upwards  on  the  27th.  Ou  the  7th  of 
September  the  troops  were  disembarked  upon  the 
Island  of  Montreal,  and  on  the  following  day  they 
encamped  to  the  north-east  of  the  city.  M.  de 
Bourlemaque  had  retired  before  them  within  the 
walls. 

Colonel  Haviland  embarked  upon  Lake  Champlain 
on  the  11th  of  August;  on  the  16th  he  encamped 
opposite  the  French  port  at  Isle  aux  Noix,  and  by 
the  24th  opened  a  fire  of  mortars  upon  it.  On  the 
night  of  the  27th,  M.  de  BougainviUe,  the  com- 
mandant, retired  from  the  fort,  leaving  a  garrison  of 
only  thirty  men,  who  surrendered  the  next  morning. 
Without  any  further  interruption,  Haviland  also 
arrived  upon  the  Island  of  Montreal  by  the  8th  of 
September.  A  British  force  of  16,000  men  was  then 
assembled  under  the  w^s  of  the  defenceless  city. 
On  tiie  same  day  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  signed 
the  capitiilation  which  severed  Canada  from  France 
for  ever. 
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All  Canada  was  included  in  this  capitulation,  from 
the  fishing  stations  on  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  unknown  wilderness  of  the  west. 
The  Regular  troops  were  permitted  to  march  out 
from  their  several  posts  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  were  then  conveyed  to  France  in  British  ships, 
under  an  engagement  that  they  were  not  ^^n  to 
serve  before  the  conclusion  of  the  first  peace.  The 
Provincial  militia  were  allowed  to  return  unmolested 
to  their  homes.  The  free  exercise  of  reli^on  was 
granted,  and  private  property  was  held  sacred.  All 
the  civil  officers  were  also  conveyed  to  France  with 
their  families,  baggage,  and  papers,  except  such  of 
the  latter  as  might  be  deemed  useful  to  the  con- 
querors for  the  future  government  of  the  country. 
The  French  colonists  were  guaranteed  the  same  civil 
and  commercial  privileges  as  Briti^  subjects,  utd 
were  to  be  allowed  to  retain  their  slaves.  The 
Indians  who  had  supported  the  cause  of  France 
were  to  be  unmolested  in  person,  and  the  possession 
of  their  lands  was  secured  to  them. 

The  total  effective  force  of  the  French  included  in 
the  capitulation  was  eight  battalions  of  the  line,  and 
two  of  the  colony  or  marine,  being  4011  r^:ular 
troops ;  sixty-four  companies  of  the  Quebec  Militia, 
7976;  nineteen  of  Three  Rivers,  1115,  and  eighty- 
seven  of  Montreal,  7331 ;  altogether  20,433  men. 
The  French  had  destroyed  all  their  colours,  but  the 
English  regained  possession  of  two  of  their  own 
which  had  been  taken  from  Shirley's  and  Pepperel's 
Provincial  Regiments  at  the  capture  of  Oswego. 


itizecoy  Google 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  CANADA.  375 

Although  the  campa^  of  1760  was  unmarked  by 
many  events  of  stirring  interest,  its  conduct  was 
most  creditable  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
British  army.  Amherst's  plans  were  as  ably  exe- 
cuted as  they  were  judiciously  conceived.  By 
descending  the  St  Lawrence  from  Ontario  he  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  the  French  to  retire  west- 
ward from  Montreal,  and  to  prolong  the  war  on  the 
shores  of  the  Great  Lakes.  His  combinations  were 
arranged  with  admirable  accuracy,  and  carried  out 
by  his  lieutenants  with  almost  unparalleled  success. 
With  scarcely  any  loss,  three  considerable  bodies  of 
troops  had  accomplished  joumies  of  uncommon  diffi- 
culty, by  routes  of  dangerous  and  almost  unknown 
navigation,  in  the  &ce  of  a  vigilant  and  still  for- 
midable enemy,  and  all  three  had  arrived  at  the 
place  of  meeting  within  forty-eight  hotirs  of  each 
other. 

While  we  dwell  with  pleasure  upon  the  achieve- 
ments of  this  British  army  and  of  their  generals,  we 
may  not  forget  the  merits  of  the  gallant  men  against 
whom  they  fought.  With  a  noble  patriotism  that 
no  neglect  could  damp,  Montcalm  and  his  veterans 
strove  for  the  honour  of  their  country.  From 
first  to  last  they  persevered  almost  against  hope; 
destitute,  and  well  nigh  deserted  by  France,  they 
never  for  a  moment  wavered  in  their  loyalty;  all 
that  skill  could  accomplish,  they  accomplished ;  all 
that  devotion  could  endure,  they  endured;  and  all 
that  chivalry  could  dare,  they  dared.  In  these  later 
times  when  the  intoxication  of  triumph,  and  the  sting 
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of  defeat  have  long  since  passed  away,  the  soldiers 
of  France  and  England  may  alike  look  back  with 
honest  pride  to  the  brave  deeds  of  their  ancestors  in 
the  Canadian  war. 

One  of  the  most  momentous  political  questions 
that  has  ever  yet  moved  the  human  race  was  decided 
in  this  struggle.  When  a  few  English  and  French 
emigrants  first  landed  among  the  Virginian  and 
Canadian  forests  it  began;  when  the  Brltidi  flag 
was  hoisted  on  the  citadel  of  Quebec  it  was  decided. 
From  that  day  the  hand  of  Providence  pointed  out 
to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  that  to  them  was  hence- 
forth intrusted  the  destiny  of  the  New  World. 
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No.  I. 

"  OjtHBTi,  Not.  6. — Two  days  after  the  news  arrived  here  of  the  talcing 
of  Qaebec,  Monsieur  de  Voltaire  gave  a  grand  eDteitaiiimeiit  at  hia  housa 
in  the  coontiy.  In  the  evening  the  company  retiied  into  a  noble  galleiy,  at 
the  end  of  which  was  erected  an  elegant  theatre,  and  a  new  piece  called 
Le  Patriot  Insalaire  wat  performed,  in  which  all  (he  genioB  and  fire  of 
that  celebrated  poet  were  exhanated  in  the  cauM  of  liberty.  M.  de  Voltura 
hinuelf  appeared  in  the  principal  chancier,  and  drew  tean  from  the  whole 
audience.    The  ecenea  were  decorated  with  emblems  of  liberty,  and  over 
the  it^e  was  this  inscription  in  I^tin  and  English — 
'  libertiU  quicti 
HoniSkcnim 
a  P  of  the  F." 
The  English  line  means  '  Spite  of  the  French.' 

"  After  the  play  the  windows  of  the  gallery  flew  open  and  presented  a 
tpacioQi  ecort  finely  iUnminated  and  adorned  with  savage  trophies.  In 
the  middle  of  the  court  a  magnificent  firework  was  played  oS,  accompanied 
with  martial  moaic ;  the  star  of  SL  Oeorge  shedding  forth  innomecable 
rockets,  and  nndemealh  a  lively  representation  by  girandoles  of  the 
cataract  of  Niagara."— Ptti^M;  AdterlUcr,  Nov.  S3, 1769. 


No.  II. 
"  One  of  the  most  singular  geographical  iUnaions  on  record  is  that  which, 
for  a  long  while,  haunted  the  imaginations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Canaries.  They  fancied  they  beheld  a  monntoinoiu  inland,  of  about  ninety 
leagues  in  length,  Ijdug  far  to  the  westward.  It  was  only  seen  at  interrali, 
though  in  perfectly  clear  and  serene  weather.  To  some  it  seemed  one 
hundred  leagues  distant,  to  others  forty,  to  others  only  fifteen  or  eighteen.* 

*  F«jj««,  ntahv  CWftM,  t«m.  iv.  cb.  i.,  •.  ii. 
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"  On  attempting  to  reach  it,  however,  it  somehow  or  other  elnded  ths 
search,  and  waa  nowhere  to  be  found.  Still  there  were  so  many  peraoiu 
of  credibility  who  concnrred  in  tegtifying  to  their  hdving  seen  it,  and  the 
teiitimony  of  Uie  ichabitanta  of  diiTerent  ialande  agreed  so  well  aa  to  its 
form  and  position,  that  its  existence  was  generally  believed  ;  and  geogra- 
phers inserted  it  in  their  maps.  It  is  laid  down  on  the  globe  of  Martin 
Behrm,  projected  in  1492,  as  delineated  by  M.  de  Murr,  and  it  will  be 
bund  in  most  of  the  maps  of  the  time  of  Colnmbtu,  placed  commonly 
about  200  leagneB  west  of  the  Canaries.  During  the  time  that  Colnmbos 
was  making  bis  proposition  to  the  court  of  Portogal,  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Canaries  applied  to  King  John  II.  for  a  vessel  to  go  in  search  of  this  island. 
In  Qie  archives  of  the  Torre  di  Tombo,*  also,  there  is  a  record  of  a  con- 
tract made  by  the  crown  of  Portugal  with  Fernando  de  Ulmo,  cavalier  of 
the  royal  household,  and  captain  of  the  island  of  Terceira,  wherein  h« 
ondertakes  to  go,  at  his  own  expense,  in  quest  of  an  island,  or  islands,  (» 
terra  firma,  supposed  io  be  Uie  Island  of  the  Seven  Cities,  on  condition  of 
having  jurisdiction  over  the  same,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  allowing  one- 
tenth  of  the  revennes  to  the  king.  This  Ulmo,  finding  the  expedition 
above  his  capacity,  associated  one  Joan  Alphonso  del  Estreito  in  the  enter- 
prise. They  were  bound  to  be  ready  to  sail  with  two  caravels  in  the 
month  of  March,  1487.t     The  fate  of  their  enterprise  is  nnknown. 

"The  name  of  St  Brandan,  or  Borondan,  given  to  this  imiaginaiy  island 
from  time  immemorial,  ia  said  to  be  derived  from  a  Scotch  abbot,  who 
flourished  in  the  sixth  century,  and  who  is  called  sometimes  by  the  fore- 
going appellations,  sometimes  St.  Blandano  or  St.  Blandanns.  In  the 
Martymlogy  of  the  order  of  St  Angnstine,  he  is  sud  to  have  been  tb» 
patriarch  of  3000  monks.  About  ihe  middle  of  the  sixth  centuiy,  be 
accompanied  his  disciple,  St.  Maclovio  or  St.  Malo,  in  search  of  certain 
islands,  possessing  the  delighta  of  paradise,  which  they  were  told  eiiat«d 
in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  and  were  inhabited  by  ioGdels.  After  these 
most  adventuroQi  aaints-eRant  had  wandered  for  a  long  time  upon  the  ocean, 
they  at  length  landed  upon  an  island  called  Ima.  Here  St.  Malo  fbond 
the  body  of  a  giant  lying  in  a  sepulchre.  He  resuscitated  him,  and  had 
mnch  intereating  conversation  with  him  j  the  giant  informing  him  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  island  had  some  notions  of  the  Trinity,  and  moreover 
giving  him  an  account  of  the  torments  which  Jews  and  Pagans  sufiered  in 
the  infernal  regions.  Finding  the  giant  so  docile  and  reasonable,  St.  Malo 
esponnded  to  him  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  converted  him, 
■od  baptised  him  by  the  name  of  Mildom.  The  giant,  however,  eithn 
throngh  weariness  of  life,  or  eagerness  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  his  conver- 
non,  begged  permission,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  days,  to  die  again,  which  was 
granted  Um. 

■  lib.  IT.  de  Im  Chucclutt  dal  Rej  Don  Jiwn  H.,  foL  101. 
t  Tom  di  Tombo,  LU,.  dot  TOnt,  fol.  1 19. 
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"  According  to  another  acconDt,tlie  giant  toM  them  he  knew  of  an  igland 
in  the  ocean  defended  by  walla  of  hnmidied  gold,  bo  reeplendeut  that  they 
ahone  like  ciyetal,  bat  to  which  there  wm  no  entrance.  At  their  reqneat 
he  undertook  to  guide  them  to  it,  and  taking  the  cable  of  their  ship,  threw 
himself  into  the  sea.  He  had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  when  a  tempeat 
arose  and  obliged  them  all  to  retam,  and  shortly  after  the  giant  died.*  A 
third  legend  makei  the  saint  pray  to  Heaven,  on  Eaater-day,  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  find  land  where  they  may  celebrate  the  offices  of  reli-^ 
gion  with  becoming  state :  an  island  immediately  appears,  on  which  they 
land,  perform  a  solemn  maaa,  and  the  aacnment  of  the  Encbarist ;  after 
which,  reimbarking  and  making  sail,  they  behold  to  their  aitoniahment 
the  supposed  island  suddenly  plunge  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  being  nothing 
else  than  a  monstrous  tekale.f  When  the  rumour  circnlated  of  an  island 
seen  from  the  Canaries,  which  always  eluded  the  search,  the  legends  of 
St  Brandau  were  revived,  and  applied  to  thia  nnapproacbable  land.  We 
are  told  also,  that  there  was  au  ancient  Latin  mannaciipt  in  the  archives 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  the  Qrand  Canary  in  which  the  adventures  of 
tiiese  sainta  were  recorded.  Through  carelessness,  however,  this  mann- 
script  disappeared.!  Some  have  maintained  that  this  island  was  known 
to  Uie  ancients,  and  was  the  same  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  among  the  For- 
tunate or  Canary  Islands,  by  the  name  of  Apnnitas,{  a  Oreek  word,  signify- 
ing 'inaccessible;'  and  which,  according  to  Friar  Diego  Philipo,  in  his  book 
on  the  Incarnation  of  Christ,  shows  that  it  possessed  the  same  quality  in 
ancient  times  of  deluding  the  eye,  and  being  unattainable  to  the  feet  of 
moitala.ll  But  whatever  belief  the  ancients  m^  have  had  on  the  subject, 
it  is  certain  that  it  took  a  strong  hold  on  the  faith  of  the  modema  daring 
the  prevalent  rage  for  discovery ;  nor  did  it  lack  abundant  teatimiHiials. 
Don  Joseph  de  Viera  y  Clavijo  saya,  there  never  was  a  more  difBcalt  para* 
dox  or  problem  in  the  science  of  geography ;  ednce  to  afBnn  the  existence 
of  this  island  is  to  trample  upon  sound  criticism,  jndgment,  and  reason ; 
and  to  deny  it,  one  muat  abandon  tradition  and  experience,  and  lappoae 
that  many  persona  of  credit  had  not  the  proper  use  of  their  senses.^ 

"The  belief  in  this  island  has  continued  long  since  the  time  of  Colambus, 
It  was  repeatedly  seen,  and  by  various  persona  at  a  time,  always  in  the 
same  place  and  the  same  form.  In  1628,  an  expedition  set  off  for  the 
Canaries  in  quest  of  it,  commanded  by  Fernando  de  Tnqra  and  Fernando 
Alvarei.  They  cniised  in  the  wonted  direction,  but  in  vain ;  and  their 
^lure  ought  to  have  undeceived  the  public.  '  The  phantasm  of  the 
island,  however,'  says  Viera, '  hod  such  a  secret  enchantment  for  all  who 

*  Fr.  Qregoria  Ouda,  Origin  de  fM  Ittdtat,  lib.  L,  cmp.  ii. 

+  Sigeherte,  ^iH.adl'nlmar  Abbot. 

t  Sinua  dc  U  Pau,  Cmyuitt.  lU  la  Onm  Ctottamt. 

{  Ptoltiuy,  lorn,  iv.,  lib.  It.  ||  Ft.  D.  Philips,  Ub.TiiL,  fol.  25. 

J  Hitt.  Id.  Catk,  lib.  i.,  op.  xxriii. 
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beheld  it,  that  the  public  piefeired  doubling  the  good  conduct  of  the 
explorer*  than  their  own  eeaies.'  Id  1670  the  sppeannces  were  bo 
repeated  and  clear,  th&t  there  wu  a  vniTeiml  feTer  of  cniioa^  awakened 
among  the  people  of  the  Canaiies,  and  it  wai  determined  to  scad  forth 
another  expediUon.  That  thej  night  not  ^peaj  to  act  npon  li^t  grounds, 
an  exact  iDTestigaiiau  was  previoaaly  made  of  all  the  persona  of  talaut  and 
credibility  who  bad  seen  these  apparitiomi  of  land,  or  who  had  other  proob 
of  its  exiiteuce. 

"  Aloniode  Eapinoaa,  governor  of  the  idand  of  Ferro,  aceordinglj  made  a 
report,  in  which  more  than  rae  hnndred  witneaaei,  leTecal  of  them  penona 
of  the  highest  reBpectability,  deposed  that  thej  had  beheld  the  unknown 
island  about  forty  leagnei  to  the  uorth-west  of  Feiro  ;  that  they  had  con- 
templated it  with  iflmnPM  and  certainty,  and  had  seeo  (he  snn  set  behind 
one  of  its  points. 

"  Testimoniali  of  still  greater  force  came  from  the  islands  of  Palma  and 
Tenerife.  There  were  certuu  PortogQese  who  affirmed  that,  being  driven 
about  by  a  tempest,  they  had  come  apon  the  island  of  8L  Borondon. 
Pedro  Velio,  who  was  the  pilot  of  the  vessel,  asserted,  that,  having  anchored 
in  a  bay,  he  landed  with  several  of  the  crew.  They  dnnk  fresh  water  in 
a  brook,  and  beheld  in  the  sand  the  print  of  footsteps,  doable  the  aiie  of 
those  of  an  ordinary  man,  and  the  distance  between  them  was  in  propor- 
tion. They  found  a  cross  nailed  to  a  neighbouring  tree,  near  to  which 
were  three  stones  placed  in  form  of  a  triangle,  with  signs  of  fire  having 
been  made  among  them,  probably  to  cook  shell-fish.  Having  seen  much 
cattle  and  sheep  grazing  in  the  neighbonrhood,  two  of  their  party,  armed 
vrith  lances,  went  into  the  woods  in  pursuit  of  them.  The  nij;fat  was 
approaching,  the  heavens  began  to  lower,  and  a  harsh  wind  arose.  The 
people  on  board  the  ship  cried  out  that  she  was  dragging  her  anchor, 
whereupon  Velio  entered  the  boat,  aud  hurried  on  board.  In  an  instant 
they  tost  sight  of  land,  being,  as  it  were,  swept  away  in  tiio  hurricane. 
When  the  storm  had  passed  away,  and  sea  and  sky  were  again  serene, 
they  searched  in  vain  for  the  island ;  not  a  trace  of  it  was  to  be  seen,  and 
they  had  to  pursue  their  voyage,  lamenting  the  loss  of  their  two  com- 
panions who  had  been  abandoned  in  the  wood.* 

"  A  learned  licentiate,  Pedro  Ortet  de  Fnnei,  inquisitor  of  the  Oiand 
Canary,  while  on  a  visit  at  Teneriffe,  summoned  several  perstms  before 
him  who  testified  having  seen  the  island.  Among  them  was  one  Marcos 
Verde,  a  man  well  known  in  those  parts.  He  stated,  that  in  returning 
from  Barbary,  and  arriving  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  the  Canaries,  he 
beheld  laikd,  which,  according  to  hii  maps  and  calculations,  could  not  be 
any  of  the  known  islands.  He  concluded  it  to  be  the  br-bmed  St. 
Borondon.  Overjoyed  at  having  discovered  this  land  of  mystery,  he 
coasted  along  ila  spell-bound  ahorea,  until  he  anchored  in  a  beantifol  har- 

*  Nnnn  d*  k  Ptoa,  Ub.  i.,  ctp.  i. ;  Titn,  BitL  III.  Gm.,  torn.  I,  cap.  ixTiii. 
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boar,  fonned  by  the  month  of  s  monnttun  rsTime.  Here  lie  landed  with 
■everal  of  his  crew.  '  It  was  now,*  he  said,  '  the  hoar  of  Ave-Maria,  or 
of  vesperB.  The  mn  being  set,  the  Hhadows  began  to  spread  over  the  land. 
Th«  uaTigitton  having  separated,  wandered  abont  in  different  directions, 
until  oat  of  hearing  of  each  other's  shonta.  Those  on  board,  seeing  the 
night  approachiDg,  made  aignats  to  summon  back  the  wanderers  to  the  ship. 
The;  reioibaiked,  intending  to  resnme  Qieir  investigations  on  the  following 
day.  Scarcely  were  they  on  board,  however,  when  a  whirlwind  came 
mshing  down  the  ravine  with  «nch  violence  sa  to  drag  the  vessel  ftom  her 
anchor,  and  harry  her  ont  to  sea ;  and  they  never  saw  anything  more  of 
this  hidden  and  inhospitable  island.' 

"Another  testimony  remains  on  record  in  s  mannscript  of  one  Abren 
Oalindo  ;  bnt  whether  taken  at  this  time  does  not  appear.  It  WM  that  of 
a  French  adventurer,  who,  many  years  before,  making  a  voyage  among  the 
Canaries,  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm  which  carried  away  his  masts. 
At  length  the  farions  winds  drove  him  to  the  shores  of  an  nnknown  island 
covered  with  stately  trees.  Here  he  landed  with  part  of  his  crew,  and 
choosing  a  tree  proper  for  a  mast,  cat  it  down,  and  began  to  shape  it  for 
his  pnrpose.  The  guardian  power  of  the  island,  however,  resented  as 
Qsaal  this  invasion  of  his  forbidden  shores.  The  heavens  assnmed  a  dark 
and  threatening  aspect:  the  ni^t  was  approaching;  and  the  mariners, 
fearing  some  impending  evil,  abandoned  their  labonr,  and  retnmed  on 
board.  They  were  borne  away  as  osaal  ^m  the  coast,  and  the  next  day 
arrived  at  the  island  of  Palms.* 

"The  mass  of  testimony  collected  by  officiiil  anthority  in  IfiTO  seemed 
so  satisfactory  that  another  expedition  was  fitted  ont  in  the  same  year 
in  the  island  of  Palms.  It  was  commanded  by  Fernando  de  Villalobos, 
regidor  of  the  island  ;  but  was  equally  frnitloss  with  Uie  preceding. 
St.  Borondon  seemed  disposed  only  to  tantalise  the  world  with  distant 
and  serene  glimpses  of  his  ideal  paradise,  or  to  reveal  it  amidst  storms  to 
tempest-tost  mariners  ;  but  to  hide  it  completely  fivm  the  view  of  all  who 
diligently  sooght  it.  Still  the  people  of  Palma  adhered  to  their  iavonrite 
chimera.  Thirty-four  years  afterwards,  in  1605,  they  tent  another  ship 
on  the  quest,  commanded  by  Qaspar  Perez  de  Acoeta,  an  accomplished 
pilot,  accompanied  by  the  Padre  Lorenzo  Pinedo,  a  holy  Franciscan  friar, 
skilled  in  nataml  science.  San  Borondon,  however,  refused  to  reveal  his 
bland  to  either  monk  or  mariner.  After  emising  sboat  in  every  direction, 
sounding,  observing  the  skies,  the  clouds,  the  winds,  every  thing  that 
could  furnish  indications,  they  retnmed  without  having  seen  any  thing  to 
anthorise  a  hope. 

"  Upwards  of  a  century  now  elapsed  without  »ny  new  attempt  to  seek 
this  biry  island.  Every  now  and  then,  it  is  true  the  poblic  mind  was 
agitated  by  fresh  reports  of  its  having  been  seen.    Lemons  and  other  fruits 

*  Nnnn,  OtmqaitL  dt  la  Ormt  Ctmaria;  Vim,  But.  Id.  C<m. 
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and  the  green  bnnebeB  of  trees,  which  floated  to  the  ihorea  of  Gonun 
and  Fenro,  wen  prououDced  to  be  from  the  enchanted  groTea  of  Ban 
BfffondoD.  At  length,  in  17S1,  the  public  inftttuation  again  rose  to  aneh  a 
height,  that  a  fonrth  expedition  was  sent,  cotnmanded  bj'  Don  Gtaspar 
Domingnes,  a  man  of  probity  and  talent.  Aa  this  was  an  expedition  of 
Bolann  and  myBteriona  import,  he  had  two  holj  &iata  aa  apostolical  ch^>- 
lain*.  They  made  ml  from  the  ialand  of  Teneriffe  towarda  the  end  of 
October,  leaving  the  popnlaoe  ia  an  indescribable  state  of  anzioDa  cnrioeit;. 
The  ship,  howeyer,  retained  from  its  croiae  aa  onsiiccenfal  as  all  ila  pre- 


"  Wa  have  no  acconnt  of  any  expedition  being  since  undertaken,  thon^ 
the  ialand  still  continned  to  be  a  sabject  of  specnlation,  and  oceaaonallj 
to  reveal  ita  shadowy  monntaina  to  the  eyes  of  favonred  individnala.  Ia 
a  letter  written  frotn  the  island  of  Qomara,  17ff9,  bj  a  Franciscan  monk  to 
one  of  his  friends,  he  relates  having  seen  it  from  the  village  of  Alaxero,  at 
rix  in  the  morning  of  the  third  of  Hay.  It  appeared  to  consiat  of  two 
lofty  monntsins,  with  a  deep  valley  between,  and  on  contemplating  it 
with  a  telescope,  the  valley  or  lavine  appeared  to  be  filled  wiUt  trees.  He 
summoned  the  curate,  Antonio  Joeeph  Manrique,  and  upwarda  of  totty 
other  peisons,  all  of  whom  beheld  it  plainly  * 

"  Nor  is  this  island  delineated  merely  in  ancient  maps  of  the  time  of 
Colnmhns.  It  is  laid  down  as  one  of  the  Canary  Islands  in  a  French  m^ 
pnblished  in  1704  ;  and  Mods.  Gantier,  in  a  geographical  chart  annexed 
to  his  Observations  on  Natnral  History,  published  in  17fi9,  places  it  five 
degreea  to  the  west  of  the  island  of  Feiro,  in  the  S9Qi  degree  of  north 
latitnde.t 

"  Soch  are  the  principal  &cts  existing  relative  to  the  island  of  St  Brandan. 
Its  reality  was  for  a  long  time  a  matter  of  firm  belief.  It  was  in  vain  that 
rapeatcd  voyages  and  investigations  proved  its  non-eziatence :  the  pnhlic, 
after  trjring  all  kinds  of  sophistiy,  took  refuge  in  the  snpemataral  to  defend 
their  favonrite  chimera.  They  mainlined  that  it  was  rendered  inacces- 
nble  to  moitala  hy  divine  providence  oi  by  diabolical  magic.  Host 
inclined  to  the  former.  All  kinds  of  extravagant  fsucies  were  indulged 
concerning  it  it  some  confounded  it  with  the  bbled  island  of  the  Seven 
Citiea,  aitaatad  somewhere  in  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  where,  in  old  times, 
•erea  lnsh<^  and  their  followers  had  taken  refnga  from  the  Moors.  Some 
of  the  Portngnsse  imagined  it  to  be  the  abode  of  their  last  Ung,  Sebsstian. 
Hie  Spaniarda  pretended  that  Roderick,  the  last  of  their  Gothic  kings, 
had  fled  thither  from  the  Moors  after  the  diaastroos  battle  of  the  Ona- 
dalete.  Othera  soggested  that  it  might  be  the  seat  ef  the  t«iTestcial  para. 
disa ;  the  place  where  Enoch  and  Elijah  remained  in  a  slate  of  blessedness 
nntil  the  finsl  day :  and  that  it  was  made  at  times  apparent  to  the  eyes, 

*  Vnn,  Eiit.  Id.  Can.,  Lb.  i.,  of.  ml. 
t  Tina,  Bin.  /«f.  CIr<s  tow.  L,  np.  x»tti.  t  Tiets,  aU  MfMW. 
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bnt  invinble  to  Hie  neaxtii  of  moitAJa.  Poeti;,  it  a  uid,  hu  owed  to  this 
popolar  belief  one  of  its  beantifnl  fictions ;  and  the  garden  of  Anoida, 
where  Rinaldo  was  detained  enchanted,  and  which  Tamo  places  in  one  of 
the  Canary  Islands,  has  been  identified  with  the  imaginary  San  Borondon.* 

"  The  learned  father  Feyjoof  has  given  a  philosoplucal  solntion  to  this 
geographical  proUem.  He  attribatM  all  theae  appeanuicea,  which  have 
been  ao  numerons  and  so  well  aothenticated  as  not  to  admit  of  doubt,  to 
certain  atmospherical  deceptions,  like  that  of  the  Fata  Morgana,  seen  at 
times  in  the  struta  of  Measina,  where  the  aiy  of  Beggio  and  its  saironnd- 
ing  country  is  reflected  in  the  air  above  the  neighbouring  sea;  a  pheno- 
menon which  has  likewise  been  witneaaed  in  front  of  the  city  of  Mar- 
setllea.  Aa  to  the  tales  of  the  mariners  who  had  landed  on  these  forbidden 
shorea,  and  been  harried  from  thence  in  whirlwinds  and  tempests,  he  con- 
siders them  as  mere  &bricatione. 

"  As  the  populace,  however,  reluctantly  give  np  any  thing  that  partakes 
of  the  marvellouB  and  myBterioua,  and  as  the  same  atmospherical  pheno- 
mena which  first  gave  birth  to  the  illosion  may  still  continue,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  a  belief  in  the  island  of  St.  Brendan  may  still  exist  among 
the  ignorant  and  creduloaa  of  the  Canaries,  and  that  they  at  times  behold 
its  fairy  mountains  rising  above  the  distant  horiion  of  the  Atlaotic" — 
Washington  Irving,  Lift  ofColiMimt. 


No.  III. 

The  following  Un«s  in  Pnlci'a  "  Morgante  Haggiore"  afford  probably  the 
most  drcnmatantial  prediction  that  is  to  be  found  of  the  existence  of  a 
Western  World.    The  devil,  alluding  t»  the  valvar  superstition  respecting 
the  pillars  of  Hercules,  thns  addreeaee  Binaldo ; — 
■■  Know  that  ttui  tbeoTf  ia  &1k,  hia  biA 

Tha  dtiiog  mariner  ibill  loffi  ft  o'er 

Tlw  vrMMtn  ware,  a  iiiioolh  and  lenl  plala, 

Albeit  (ba  mnh  ii  faihioned  like  m  vhssl. 

Man  wai  ia  sndent  daji  of  growg  mould, 

Aod  llerculM  might  bliuh  to  Iflom  hov  hx 

Bajand  the  limiti  b*  liad  ninlj  wt, 

The  dullMt  MK-blrd  aooa  ilull  wing  hct  my. 

Mod  ihall  devcrj  mnothor  bomiipiiore, 

filikce  to  one  common  centre  mil  (liingi  tend  : 

So  cuth,  bj  cnrioiu  myvtorj  diTine 

Well-Meniwd  basga  uaid  the  itUTj  spheiei. 

*  Tien,  Bitt.  III.  OOk.  t  ^^leatro  Oiitieo,  torn,  iv.,  d.  x. 
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At  our  uitipedn  an  dtin,  itato. 
And  Ihronged  tmpirei,  oa'n  diTJned  of  ^w. 
But  He,  the  ■an  qieedi  gn  h»  vnlim  pktli 
To  gild  the  lutioDt  witb  expected  lighl.' 

CaMoiiT.,  tt.  229,230. 

Dante,  two  centuries  before,  had  indicated  more  vagnelj  hia  belief  in  an 
vndiicDTered  quarter  of  the  globe  : — 

"  Do'  mtri  Mnii,  ch'  €  del  liDMnente 
If  on  TDglute  Degmr  1'  eiperisnia 
DiretiDkl  Hit,  del  mondo  Hnugente." 

/n/ima,  Omto  zxn..  It.  Ilfi. 

The  prophetic  lines  of  Seneca  are  well  known  : — 
"  Nil,  quE  ruent  Mde,  reliiiirit 
Perrini  orbia. 

lodui  gelidum  potil  Anicm, 
Albim  Penn,  Rhenumqne  bibant. 

Qnibni  Oceumi  tidciiIi  remm 
lAiet,  et  ingeni  jateit  telliu, 
Tetfaytque  atmt  detegmt  orbct. 
Nee  nl  lerhi  nltiou  Tbole." — 
Medta.  Act.  II.,  t.  S71,  tL  xq.     Chonu  in  Aw.    Ed.  Kp. 

Od  which  the  learned  Aecnta  renurlu : — 

"  Sed  utram  divinarit  Seneca,  an  fortnito  ac  temere  cecinerit,  qiueri 
potest  Mihi  Terd  divinaase  videtar,  sed  eo  genere  diTinationis,  qnod  pm- 
dentea  viri  familiare  habent." 

Acosta  forther  on  writes  thus  ; — 

"  Scribit  HieroDymuB  in  epiatolam  ad  Ephedos — '  QaaeiimoB  qnoqne  qnid 
aiL  In  qaiboa  aliqnando  ambnlastia  Becnndam  aaecnlam  st  mnndi  hajiu 
ntramnam  et  atiad  quod  non  pertineat  ad  mnndom  iitnm,  aed  ad  mnndoa 
alios,  de  quibna  et  Clemens  in  epistoU  su&  tcribit,  oceanns  et  mnndi  qni 
transipsnm  sunt.'  " — J.  Acosta,  Societstis  Jean,  D«  NaturS  Non  Orbit, 
lib.  i.,  cap.  xi. 

"  Lonq'  Alfonse  V.  permit  en  14S1  &  Dam  Henry  de  penpler  lea  lies 
Azores,  on  troava  en  celle  de  Cuerro  nne  statne  repr^motant  nn  cavalier 
qui,  de  la  mun  gauche,  tenoit  la  bride  de  son  cheval,  et  de  la  droite  montroit 
I'occident,  pr^cis^ment  da  cote  d'Ameriqne — on  vojoit  aur  le  roc  nne 
inaeription  en  caract^rea  inconnas,  dont  il  aeroit  i  aoohaiter  qn'on  eflt 
pria  aoin  d'aporter  I'empreinte  en  Enrope  ;  maia  cea  premiers  naTigatenra 
cherchoient  dea  tr^ra  et  non  dea  nonvelles  lomi^res."  —  Hiitoir^  d* 
Framce,  par  H.  de  Villsnt,  vol.  xri.,  p.  376. 
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Tbe  fable  of  Welsh  loduuiR  is  of  very  old  date.  In  the  time  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  a  confneed  report  mu  spread  aver  England,  tliat  on  the 
coaat  of  Virginia  the  Welsh  aalatatiou  had  been  heard  ;  has,  honi,  iach. 
Owen  Chapelain  relates  that  in  1069,  by  pronouncing  some  Celtic  words, 
he  laved  himaelf  from  the  hands  of  the  Indiana  of  Tascaroia,  by  whom  he 
was  on  the  point  of  being  scalped.  The  same  thing,  it  it  pretended,  hap- 
pened to  Benjamin  Beatty,  in  going  from  Virginia  to  Carolina.  This 
Beatty  asserts  that  he  found  a  whole  Welsh  tribe,  who  preserved  the 
tradition  of  the  voyage  of  Madoc  ap  Owen,  which  took  place  in  1170. 
John  Filson,  in  his  "  History  of  Kentacky,"  has  revived  these  tales  of  the 
firat  tiavellera.  According  to  him  Captain  Abraham  Chaplain  saw  Indians 
•irive  at  the  post  of  Easkasky,  and  conveiae  in  the  Welsh  langoage  with 
Bome  soldiers,  who  were  natives  of  Wales.  Captain  Isaac  Stewart  asserta 
that  on  the  Red  River  of  Natchitotches,  at  the  distance  of  700  miles  above 
its  month,  in  the  Mississippi,  he  discovered  Indians  with  a  &ir  skin  and 
red  hair,  who  conversed  in  Welsh,  and  possesae<l  the  titles  of  their  origin. 
"  They  produced,  in  proof  of  what  they  aid  of  their  arrival  on  the  eastern 
coast,  rolls  of  parchment,  carefally  wrapt  up  in  otter  skins,  and  on  which 
great  characters  were  written  in  blue,  which  neither  Stewart,  nor  hi* 
fellow-travellBr,  Davey,  a  native  of  Wales,  could  dedpher."  We  may 
observe  Erst,  that  all  these  tesUmoniea  are  extremely  vague  for  the  indica- 
tion of  places.  The  last  letter  of  Mr.  Owen,  repeated  in  the  journals  of 
Europe  (of  the  lllh  Febmary,  1819),  places  the  posts  of  the  Welsh 
Indians  on  the  Madwaga,  and  divides  them  into  two  tribes,  tbe  Biydones 
and  the  Chadogians.  "  They  speak  Welsh  with  greater  pnrity  than  it  is 
apokenin  the  principality  of  Wales  (!)  since  it  ia  exempt  f^mAnglicisnu; 
they  profess  Christianity,  strongly  mixed  with  Druidism."  We  cannot 
read  such  aaserUons  without  recollecting  that  all  those  fabulous  stories 
which  flatter  the  imagination  are  renewed  periodically  nnder  new  forma. 
The  learned  and  jndiciona  geographer  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Warden, 
inquires,  jostly,  why  all  the  traces  of  Welsh  colonies  and  the  Celtic  tongae 
have  disappeared,  since  less  credalons  travellers,  and  who  in  some  sort 
control  one  another,  have  visited  the  conntry  situated  between  the  Ohio 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Mackenzie,  Barton,  Clarke,  Lewis,  Pike, 
Drake,  Mitchill,  and  the  editors  of  the  "  New  ArchEEologia  Americana," 
have  found  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  which  denotes  the  remains  of 
Eniopean  colonies  of  the  12th  centniy. — Humboldt's  Pertonal  Narrative, 
voL  vi.,  p.  328  i  see  Haklnyt,  vol.  iii.,  p.  1 ;  Powell's  Hutory  o/  WtUet, 
p.  196,  &c. 

IiOrdLyttleton,inhisnotes  to  the  Cth  hook  of  his  "History  of  Henry  II,," 
p.  371,  has  invalidated  the  story  of  Madoc's  discoveries  by  arguments  of 
great  weight;  and  Mr.  Pennant,  in"  Philoaophical  Tiaaaactiona,"  vol.  Iviii., 

VOL.  II.  0  0 
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p.  91,  has  overilrawQ  tnAny  of  ih»  »igamea\M  apoD  whicli  Uw  exi*t«iKe  of 
B  Welsh  nettlement  among  the  Induiii  were  fonnded.  Oeiienl  Bowlei, 
the  Cherokee,  wu  qneetioned  when  in  England  aa  to  the  localitj  of  the 
Bupposed  descendants  of  Madoc  ;  he  laid  hii  finger  on  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  Miwonri.  Pike's  "  Travela  "  had  lessened  the  piobabilitj  of  finding 
Bach  a  tribe ;  and  Captain  Lewis's  and  Clariie's  "  Travels  to  the  Sooice  of 
the  Misaonri,"  have  entirely  destroyed  it,  as  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Sonthey 
in  his  "Madoe."— See  note  to  the  preface  oi  Madoc 

"  It  is  mnch  to  be  wiahed,  that  in  onr  days,  wheo  a  healthy  tone  of 
criticism  is  very  much  in  nse,  withont  aaaming  a  sconifal  character,  the 
ancient  inquiries  of  Powell  ('  Powell's  History  of  Wales,'  p.  190)  and 
Richard  Hakloyt  ('  Voyages  and  Navigations,'  toI.  iii.,  p.  4)  might  again 
be  taken  up  in  England.  I  do  not  participate  in  the  notion  of  rejecting 
inqniries,  by  which  the  tiaditiona  of  nations  are  frequently  observed  ;  t 
prefer  mnch  to  hold  the  firm  conviction  that,  with  more  diligence  and 
perseverance,  many  of  the  historical  problems  which  have  hitherto  remained 
Qbknown  to  us,  will  one  day  be  cleared  up  by  actual  discoveries."— Hnm- 
boldt's  ComuM,  vol.  ii.,  p.  466. 

By  some  antiqaarians  traces  have  been  sapposed  to  have  been  fonnd  of 
the  discoveiy  of  America  by  the  Irish  before  th«  year  1000.  The  Esqni- 
maax  related  to  the  Normant  who  were  settled  in  Winland,  that  £uthet 
■onthwards,  on  the  other  side  of  Chesapeak  Bay,  there  dwelt  "  white  men, 
who  walked  about  in  long  white  clothes,  before  them  sticks  to  which  white 
cloths  were  attached,  and  crying  with  a  loud  voice."  This  account  was 
interpreted  by  the  Christian  Normans  to  signify  proeesdons.  In  which  th«y 
carried  flags  and  sang  hymna.  In  the  oldest  traditions,  and  in  the  histo- 
rical narrative  of  ThorGnn  Karlsefae,  and  the  Iceland  Landnama  Book, 
these  southern  coasts,  between  Virginia  and  Florida,  are  indicated  by  the 
name  of  "  Whiteman's  Land."  They  were,  in  the  country  itself,  certainly 
called  "  Great  Ireland  "  (Irland  it  Mikla),  and  it  was  supposed  that  (hey 
were  peopled  by  the  Irish.  According  to  testimony  extending  as  far  back 
U  the  year  1064,  before  Leif  discovered  Winland,  An  Marsson,  of  the 
powerful  Iceland  race  of  Dlf,  on  a  voyage  southwards  from  Iceland,  was 
driven  by  a  storm  npoQ  the  coasts  of  "  Great  Ireland,"  and  there  baptised 
as  a  Christian,  and  not  being  allowed  to  go  away,  was  subsequently  recog- 
niaed  there  by  people  from  the  Orkneys  and  Iceland.  It  is  the  present 
otnnion  of  some  northern  antiquarians,  that  Iceland  was  not  peopled  imme- 
diately from  Europe,  bat  from  Viiginia  and  Carolina,  (that  is  from  Oi«at 
Ireland)  by  the  Irish,  who  had  early  migrated  to  America.  .  .  .  The  asai- 
duons  attempt  to  diffuse  religions  doctrines  paved  the  way,  at  one  time, 
for  warlike  undertakings,  at  another  for  the  spread  of  peaceful  idea*  and 
commercial  interconrse.  The  leal  which  is  so  peculiar  to  the  religioDi 
systems  of  India,  Palestine,  and  Arabia,  and  which  is  altogether  free  from 
the  indifference  of  Grecian  and  Roman  polytheism,  kept  alive  the  study  of 
geography  in  Ihe  first  half  of  the  middle  ages.    Letronne,  the  commentator 
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of  the  Irish  monk  IMcml,  hjui  proved,  in  an  acnte  waj,  that  after  the  Iriah 
■niwionarieg  were  drivea  out  of  the  Fflro«  iakods  hy  the  Nomutoa,  they 
began  to  Tisit  Iceland  about  the  yeai  79C.  The  Nonnani,  when  thej  came 
to  Iceland,  fonnd  there  Irish  books,  bells  for  ringing  for  mass,  and  other 
objects,  which  former  strangers,  who  were  called  Papor,  had  left  behind. 
These  Fapn  (fiithen)  were  the  Cleric!  of  Dicnil.  Now  if,  as  we  must 
soppose  from  his  testimony,  those  objects  belonged  to  (he  Irish  monks,  who 
came  from  the  Faroe  islands,  the  qoeation  is,  why  are  the  monks  (Papar) 
called  in  their  native  traditions,  "  Westmen" — men  who  hav^  come  from 
the  west  over  the  tea  t  Bespectingthe  connection  of  Prince  Hadoc's  voyage 
to  a  great  western  canntry  in  1170,  with  the  "Oreat  Ireland"  of  the 
Iceland  traditions,  all  acconnts  are  enveloped  in  deep  obscnrity.  Compare 
the  inqnirios  in  Rajn  Antiq.  Atner.,  pp.  203, 206, 446, 461 ;  and  Wilhelmi, 
Dpon  Iceland,  ffvitramannaland,  the  Land  of  White  Men,  pp.  7fi,  61 ; 
Letronne,  Rleharthei  Qiog.  et  Grit,  tur  h  Lion  de  MenntrA  Orbit  Terra, 
compote  en  Irelandepar  JHeuil,  1614,  pp.  129,  146. 

The  celebrated  stone  of  Taunton  River  may  date  its  hieroglyphics  frunt 
the  time  that  Norwegian  navigators  virited  the  diores  of  "  Oreat  Ireland." 
"  Anglo-American  antiquaries  have  made  known  an  inscription,  supposed 
to  be  ntiBDician,  and  which  is  engraved  on  the  rocks  of  Dighton,  near  the 

banks  of  Tannton  River,  twelve  leagnes  south  of  Boston The 

native*  who  inhabited  these  conntriss  at  the  time  of  (he  first  Enropean 
settlconents  preserved  an  ancient  tradition,  according  to  which  strangers  in 
wooden  honses  had  sailed  op  Taanton  River,  formerly  called  Assoonet. 
These  strangers,  having  conquered  the  red  men,  had  engraved  marks  on 
the  rock,  whidi  is  now  covered  by  the  waters  of  the  river.  Count  da 
Gebelin  does  not  hesitate,  with  the  learned  Dr.  Stiles,  to  rq;ard  these 
marks  as  a  Carthaginian  inscription.  He  says,  with  that  entbnsiasm  which 
ia  natural  to  him,  but  which  is  highly  injurious  in  disenaaionB  of  this  kiiid, 
that  this  inscription  comes  happily  at  the  moment  from  the  New  World 
to  confirm  Ids  ideas  on  the  origin  of  nations,  and  that  it  is  clearly  demon- 
strated  to  be  a  PhisniciBn  monument,  a  picture  which  in  the  for^ronnd 
Tepresentsan  alliance  between  the  American  people  and  the  foreign  nation, 
coming  by  the  winds  of  the  north  from  a  rich  and  industrious  country.  I 
have  carefally  examined  the  fonr  drawings  of  the  celebrated  stone  of 
Taunton  lUver,  which  M.  Loet  published  in  England  in  the  Hemoits  of 
the  AnUqnariau  Society."  {AnKofolcgia,  vol.  viii.,  p.  296.)  "  Far  from 
recognisiDg  a  symmetrical  arrangement  of  simple  letters  and  syllabic  cha- 
mcters,  1  discover  a  drawing  scarcely  traced,  like  those  that  have  been 
found  on  the  rocks  of  Norway,  and  in  almost  alt  the  conntries  inhabited 
by  the  Scandinavian  nations."  (Suhm,  iSamlinfftr  til  ten  Damtt  Hietorie, 
h.  ii.,  p.  SIO.)  "  In  the  sketch  we  distinguish,  from  the  form  of  the  heads, 
five  human  figure*  fnrrouoding  an  ammal  with  horns,  modi  higher  in  the 
fore  than  in  the  hind  part  of  the  body." — Hamboldt's  S€tearth«t  in 
Ameriea,  vol.  i.,  p.  103. 
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No.  V. 

"  The  great  and  splendid  work  of  Marco  Polo  (11  Milione  di  Messer 
Hktco  Polo),  as  wa  see  in  the  coiTBcted  edition  of  Connt  Baldelli,  is 
wrongly  called  a  book  of  travels :  it  it  chiefly  a  descriptive,  and  we  may 
add  a  statistical  work,  in  which  it  is  difiicalt  lo  distingaish  what  ths  tra- 
Teller  himself  saw  and  what  he  derived  from  othera,  or  gathered  from  the 
topogiaphical  descriptions  which  are  so  plenty  in  Chinese  liteistore,  and 
which  he  hod  an  opportooity  of  attaining  through  his  Feiaiait  interpreter. 
The  striking  similarity  of  the  report  of  the  travels  of  Hinan-tsehang,  the 
Bnddhist  pilgrim  of  the  aeventh  centnry,  with  that  of  Maico  Polo,  of  Uw 
Pamir  highlands,  in  1877,  early  attracted  my  attention How- 
ever mach  the  more  recent  travellers  have  been  inclined  to  enter  into  an 
account  of  their  own  personal  adventures,  Marco  Polo,  on  the  other  hand, 
endeavours  to  mix  np  his  own  observationa  with  the  official  accounts  com- 
maiucated  to  him,  which  were  probably  numerons,  as  he  held  the  post  of 
governor  of  the  town  of  Zangni.  The  plan  of  compiling  adopted  by  th* 
bmoQs  traveller  renders  it  intelligible  how  he  was  able  to  diclate  his  book 
to  his  fellow-prisoner  and  friend,  Meseer  Rnatigielo,  of  I^sa,  from  the 
doenmenta  before  him,  while  in  prison  in  Genoa  in  12SS." — Humboldt's 
QuMot,  vol  ii.,  p.  400. 

Humboldt  elsewhere  says,  that  "  It  has  frequently  been  supposed,  and 
declared  with  remarkable  decision,  that  the  truthful  Marco  Polo  had  a 
great  influence  upon  Colnmbns,  and  even  that  he  was  in  poaaession  of  a 
copy  of  Marco  Polo's  work  upon  his  first  voyage  of  discovery." — Navarrete, 
Colheion  d»  lot  Viajot  y  DeaeubrminOoi  qa*  hidermt  por  but  Im 
StpaOoiti,  vol.  i.,  p.  261. 

Marco  Polo  is  called  by  Malta  Bmn  "  the  creator  of  modem  oriental 
geography — the  Hnmboldt  of  the  thirteenth  century." 

"  The  work  of  Marco  Polo  is  stated  by  some  to  have  been  originally 
written  in  Latin,  though  the  most  probable  opinion  is  that  it  was  writtan 
in  Italian.  Copies  of  it  in  mannscript  were  multiplied,  and  mpidly  circu- 
lated ;  translations  were  made  into  various  languages,  until  the  inventica 
of  printing  enabled  it  to  be  widely  diffused  throughoat  Europe.  In  Uie 
coune  of  these  translations  and  snceessiva  editions  the  original  test,  accord- 
ing to  Purchaa,  has  been  much  vitiated,  and  it  ia  probable  many  extrava- 
gances in  numbers  and  measurements  with  which  Marco  Polo  is  charged 
may  be  the  errois  of  translators  and  printers.  Francis  Pepin,  author  of 
the  Brandenbnrgh  veruon,  styles  Polo  a  man  commendable  for  his  devont- 
neaa,  pmdence,  and  fidelity.  Athanaaina  Kircher,  in  his  account  of  China, 
■ays  that  none  of  the  ancients  have  described  the  kingdoms  of  the  remote 
parts  of  the  East  with  mora  exactness.  VaHooa  other  learned  men  have 
borne  testimony  to  his  character,  and  most  of  the  substantial  points  of  his 
work  have  been  authenticated  by  subsequent  travellera.    It  ia  "■■"ifc**. 
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howerer,  that  be  de&lt  much  in  exAggemUon.  The  hiitoiieal  p&rt  of  hia 
work  is  full  of  «iTon  and  bblss.  He  confases  tlie  u&mea  of  plAcea,  ia  Terj 
ineiAct  u  to  diatanceB,  and  gives  no  latitude  of  the  places  he  viafted." — 
Washington  Irring's  Columbut,  vol  iv.,  p.  S94. 

Marco  Polo  returned  from  Taitaiy  to  Ma  nsiive  city,  Venice,  in  1S90, 
having  pomod  hia  m«arcaiitile  peiegrinationa  in  Asia  upwards  of  twentj-iix 


No.  VI. 

"  Sir  John  Mandeville  was  bom  in  the  town  of  St.  Albans.  He  was 
devoted  to  stndy  from  his  earliest  childhood,  and,  after  finishing  his  general 
edacatioa,  applied  himself  to  medidne.  He  left  England  in  133S,  and, 
according  to  his  own  acconnl,  vimted  Turkey,  Annenia,  Egypt,  Upper  and 
Lower  Lybia,  Syria,  Persia,  Cbaldea,  Ethiopia,  Tartary,  Amaionia,  and  the 
Indies,  residing  in  their  principal  citieK.  He  wrote  a  history  of  his  travels 
in  three  languages,  English,  French,  and  Latin.  The  descriptions  ^ven  by 
HandeviUe  of  the  grand  Khan,  of  the  province  of  Cathay,  and  the  city  of 
CambalM,  are  scarcely  less  extravagant  than  those  of  Marco  Polo.  The 
royal  palace  was  more  than  two  leagaes  in  circumference ;  the  grand  hall 
had  twen^-foor  colnmns  of  copper  and  gold ;  there  were  more  than  300,000 
men  occupied,  and  living  in  and  abont  the  palace,  of  which  more  than 
100,000  were  employed  in  taking  care  of  the  elephants,  of  which  there 
were  10,000,  tee.  &c 

"  Mandeville  has  become  proverbial  for  indulging  in  a  trsvellet'a  esag' 
geraljons  ;  yet  his  acconnts  of  the  conntiiea  which  he  visited  have  been 
fonnd  hi  more  veiacioas  than  had  been  imagined.  Hie  descriptions  of 
Cathay  and  the  wealthy  province  of  Man^p,  agreeing  with  those  of  Marco 
Polo,  had  great  authority  withColombua." — Washington  Irving'a  (MumAw, 
vol  iv.,  p.  308, 


No.  VII. 

"  The  western  nations,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Bomaus,  knew  Qiat  magnet- 
ism could  be  communicated  for  a  length  of  time  to  iron  ('  sola  hac  materia 
fern  vires  i  magneti  lapide  accipit,  retinetqae  longo  tempore.'  Plin.  34, 
14).  The  great  discovery  of  the  terrestrial  directive  force,  therefore, 
depended  aloua  on  this,  that  no  one  in  the  west  happened  to  observe  a 
longiah  piece  of  magnetic  iron  ore,  or  a  magnetised  iron  rod,  floated  at 
liberty  upon  water  by  means  of  a  piece  of  wood,  or  balanced  and  ma- 
pended  freely  in  the  air  by  means  of  a  thread.  Bet  a  thousand  years  and 
mora  befora  the  commencement  of  our  era,  in  the  dark  epoch  of  Codni,  and 


U,y,l,.e..yG00glc 


890  THE  CONQUBST  OF  CANADA. 

tb  letaTD  of  tlie  Henclids  to  the  Pelopoonenu,  the  ChineBe  had  alreftdj 
magnetic  cars,  upon  which  the  moveable  vm  of  a  hoinui  figore  pointed 
inToriably  to  the  sonth,  as  a  means  of  fiodiug  the  wbj  throngh  the  baiuid~ 
lesa  gntxj  plainH  of  Tartu;,  la  the  third  contory,  indeed,  of  the  Chnatian 
era,  at  least  700  jean,  therefoie,  before  the  introduction  of  the  iliip'a  com- 
pau  opon  Earopean  naa,  Chinese  craft  were  sailing  the  Indian  oeain 
ncder  the  guidance  of  magnetic  sonthem  indic&tioQ.  This  early  knowledg* 
and  application  of  the  magnetic  needle  gave  the  Chinese  gw^rapben  great 
advantagee  over  those  of  early  Oreece  and  Home,  to  whom,  for  example, 
the  tme  conrse  of  the  Apennines  and  Pyrenees  was  never  known. 

"  Magnetism  is  one  of  the  nnmerout  forms  in  which  electricity  manifest* 
itself.  The  ancient  suspicioa  of  the  identity  of  electrical  and  msgneUcsl 
attraction  has  been  demonstrated  in  the  present  age,  '  If  electntm 
(amber),'  says  Pliny,  in  the  sense  of  the  Ionic  natunil  philosophy  of 
Thales, '  becomes  inspired  by  friction  and  warmth,  it  attracts  barfc  and 
dried  leaves,  exactly  like  the  magnetic  iron  stone,'*  The  same  words 
Dccnr  in  the  discourse  landatory  of  the  magnet  of  the  Chinese  natnial 
philosopher  Knopho,  who  lived  in  the  foarth  centnty.  It  was  not  without 
surprise  that  1  myself  observed,  among  the  children  at  play  on  the  woody 
banks  of  the  Orinoco,  the  offsprinft  of  native  tribes  in  the  lowest  grade  of 
dvilisation,  that  the  excitement  of  electricity  by  ftiction  was  known.  Hie 
boys  mbbed  the  dry,  flat,  and  shining  seeds  of  a  creeping  legnminons  plant 
(probably  a  negretia)  nntil  they  attracted  fibres  of  cotton  wool  and  chips 
of  the  bamboo.  This  amusement  of  these  coppery  children  is  calcalated 
to  leave  a  deep  and  solemn  impression  behind  it.  What  a  chasm  lies 
between  the  electrical  play  of  these  savages  and  the  discovety  of  the  light- 
ning conductor,  of  the  chemically  decomponuding  pile,  of  the  light-evoking 
mechanical  apparatus !  In  such  gnl&,  millenniums  in  the  history  of  the 
intellectoal  progress  of  mankind  lie  buried." — Humboldt's  Coimoi,  vol.  i., 
p.  198  ;  Klaproth,  Ltttre  d  M.  A.  de  Htanboldt,  eia-  rinvmtien  de  la 
SougfoU,  p.  120.     1834. 

"  The  application  of  the  magnetic  needle's  direction  towards  the  north 
and  BODth,  that  is  the  nse  of  the  mariner's  compass  in  Earope,  is  probably 
dne  to  the  Arabs,  who  have  to  thank  the  Chinese  for  their  knowledge  of  it 
The  Arabic  words  '  Zohron  '  and  '  Aphron,'  meaning  north  and  sonth,  like 
the  nnmerons  Arabic  names  of  the  stai-s  in  nse  at  the  present  day,  testify 
the  ronte  through  whieh  the  West  became  acquainted  with  it.  In  European 
Christendom  the  use  of  the  magnetic  needle  is  spoken  of  as  something  well 
known,  first  in  a  political  and  satirical  poem,  entitled  '  Ia  Bible '  writtea 
by  Onyot  of  Provenoe  in  1 1 90,  and  in  the  description  of  Paleatine,  by  Jacob 

•  Plin.  lib.  zxxtU.,  p.  8 ;  Plata  in  Tinm,  p.  BO ;  Mutin,  EtuA*  Mr  U  TuUt, 
Mo.  ii.,  p.  i*Z — 34S  ;  SOmbo,  Ub.  zr.,  p.  703 ;  Cuaab. ;  Cltmeut  Atta.  Shvm.  li^ 
p.  370)  whinTbilntiD  JriMof.  d<  ^Jtwsid,  lib.  i.,  p.  3,  and  Hippiu  io  K^.  Laatio, 
lib.  L,  p.  34,  ftttribata  a  wral  to  Iha  nafiet  and  («  sabw,  tini  soisialiMi  onlj  rafan 
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of  Vitiy,  Biahop  of  Ptolemui,  between  the  yeu*  1204  and  121fi.  AIm 
Duittt  (Paradiio,  lui.  S8)  mentioiu  in  ■  rimile  the  needle  (&jd)  '  which 
pointa  soathwards.'  The  diacoverjr  of  the  morinei'B  compua  waa  for  a 
long  time  attributed  to  Flaviui  Oioja :  he  probablj  made  aorae  improve- 
menu  in  the  sppaiatua  for  mamnpng  jt  in  1303.  A  much  earlier  emploj- 
nunt  of  the  compaaa  in  the  European  aeaa  ia  te«n  in  a  naval  vork  by 
Bay mandna  Lnllua  of  Majorca,  a  wonderfully  talented  and  scientific  man. 
In  bii  book,  entitled  '  Fsnix  de  laa  Haravillaa  del  Orbe,'  published  in 
1266,  Lnllua  aaya  tlut  the  marinsn  of  his  timei  made  nie  of  the  magnetic 
needle.  Navarrete,  in  his  '  Ditcnrao  Hiatorioo  aobre  loa  PrugresaoB  del 
Arte  de  Navegar  en  Eipana,'  p.  28, 1602,  recorda  a  remarkable  paaaage  in 
the  LajM  de  laa  Partidaa  of  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century : — '  The 
needle  which  guidea  the  mariner  in  the  dark  night,  and  ahowa  him  in  good 
and  bad  weather  the  direetion  which  be  miut  take,  ia  the  mediatrix  (medi- 
aneia)  between  the  magnetic  atane  (la  piedra)  and  the  north  star."— 
Hnmboldt'a  Comoi,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  891,  462. 


No.  VIII. 

"  In  the  fifteenth  centory  almost  all  the  mercantile  nationi  sought  for 
alavea  at  the  Canaiy  islands,  aa  we  aeek  them  at  pieeent  on  the  coast  of 
Onioaa,  Every  individual  made  prisoner  before  he  received  the  rite  of 
baptism  waa  a  slave.  At  this  period  no  attempt  had  yet  been  nude  to 
prove  that  the  blacke  were  an  intermediary  race  between  men  and  animalt. 
The  swarthy  Ouanche  and  the  AAicon  negro  were  sold  dmultaneonsly  ia 
Uie  market  of  Seville,  withoat  a  qaestion  whether  alaveiy  ongbt  to  weigh 
only  on  men  with  a  black  skin  and  frimled  hair.  The  archipelsgo  of  the 
Canaries  was  divided  into  several  small  atates  hostile  to  each  other.  The 
tisding  nations  kept  up  inteatina  warfare ;  one  Ouanche  then  became  the 
proparty  of  another,  who  sold  him  to  the  Europeans  ;  several,  who  pre- 
ferred death  to  slavery,  killed  themselves  and  their  ehildrtti.  What 
remained  of  the  Qnanchea  perished  mostly  in  1494,  in  the  teiribla  pesti- 
lence called  the  moiiorra,  which  waa  attiibnted  to  the  quantity  of  dead 
bodies  left  exposed  to  the  mr  by  the  Spaniards  after  the  battle  of  La 
Laguna.  The  nation  of  the  Ooanefaes  was  therefore  extinct  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  aeventeenth  centoiy.  It  is  very  certain  that  no  native  of  pnre 
race  exists  in  the  whole  island ;  and  some  travellera,  who  may  otherwise 
bereliednpon,arenuitakenwhentheyaasert  that  their  guides  to  the  Peak 
were  some  of  those  slender  and  nimble-footed  Quanches.  (It  ia  asserted 
that  they  could  aeiie  the  rabbit  or  wild  goat  in  its  course.)  It  ii  true  that 
a  few  Canarian  families  boast  of  their  reUtionship  to  the  last  shepherd 
king  of  Qoimar ;  but  these  pretenaiona  do  not  reat  on  very  solid  founds- 
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tioDB,  and  are  reneved  from  time  to  Ums,  wlien  nme  Canariau  of  ft  mora 
diuk^  hne  than  his  coantiTmen  is  prompted  to  solicit  a  commivion  in  the 
wrvice  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

"  The  OnancheB,  famed  for  their  tall  atatnre,  were  the  Ffttagoniana  of 
the  Old  World.  1  never  saw  Ooanohe  mnmmiea  but  in  the  eabinetf  of 
Enrope.  A  conaiderable  number,  however,  might  he  fonnd,  if  niinen  wen 
employed  to  open  the  sepulchral  caverns  which  are  cat  in  the  rock  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Peak.  These  mummies  am  in  a  slate  of  dcoccalion  aa 
■ingnlar,  that  whole  bodies,  with  their  iutegamenta,  frequently  do  not 
weigh  above  six  or  seven  pounds,  or  a  third  less  than  the  skeleton  of  an 
individiul  of  the  same  size  recently  stripped  of  the  mnscolar  flesh.  The 
eonformation  of  the  sknll  has  aome  slight  reaemblaoce  to  that  of  the  white 

race  of  the  ancient  Egyptians The  only  moaumeat  that  on 

throw  some  light  on  the  origin  of  the  Ouanchei  is  their  language  ;  hut, 
unhappily,  there  are  not  above  ICO  words  remaining.  It  has  long  been 
imagined  that  the  language  of  the  Ouanches  had  no  analogy  vrith  the 
living  tongues ;  but  since  the  travels  of  Homemanii,  and  the  iugenioQS 
lesearches  of  Marsden  and  Ventnri,  have  drswn  the  attention  of  the 
learned  to  the  Berbers,  who,  like  the  Saimatic  tribes,  occupy  an  immenae 
extent  of  country  in  the  north  of  Abica,  we  find  that  MTeral  Ouanche 
words  have  common  roots  with  words  of  the  Chilha  and  Oebali  dialecla. 
Thia  is  at  least  an  indication  of  the  ancient  connexion  between  the 
Guanches  and  Berbers,  a  tribe  of  moimtaineers,  in  which  the  Nnraidiana, 
the  Oetuli,aDd  tfaeOaramauti  are  coufouikded,  and  who  eitoad  Ihemaelves 
from  the  eastern  eitromity  of  Atlas  by  Harntsch  and  Feman,  as  br  as  the 
Oasis  of  Siwah  and  Angela.  The  description  which  Scylax  gives  in  his 
'  Periplns '  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ceme,  a  shepherd  people  of  a  tall  statora 
and  long  hair,  reminds  us  of  the  features  which  diaracterise  the  Canary 
Ouanches.  ....  The  people  who  succeeded  the  Ouanches  descended 
from  the  Spaniards,  and  in  a  less  degree  &x>m  the  Normans.  Thoogh  these 
two  races  have  been  exposed  during  three  centuries  past  to  the  tame 
climate,  the  latter  is  distinguished  by  a  whiter  skin.  The  descendants  of 
the  Normans  inhabit  the  valley  of  the  Teganana.  The  names  of  Orand- 
ville  and  Dampietre  are  still  pretty  common  in  thia  district.  The  whole 
archipelago  doe*  not  contain  160,000  inhabitants ;  and  the  Isleunoi  are 
perhaps  more  numerous  in  the  Spanish  settlements  of  America  than  in 
their  own  country." — Humboldt's  Pertonal  Narralwt,  vol.  L,  p.  SBO, 
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"  Pomponini  Hela,  qui  Tiv<ut  A  nne  ^poqne  awez  r^proch^  da  temps 
de  Cornelias  Nepoa,  ^conte,  et  Pli&e  i^pete  qne  Metellas  Celer,  Undid 
qa'il  ^toit  proconaal  dans  ks  Q&qIm,  avoit  refa  en  cadeaa,  d'nn  nn  dea 
Boii  (Pline  la  nomme  roi  des  Saeveg)  qaelqnes  Indiena  qoi,  chass^  des 
meiB  de  I'lude  pv  des  tempetes,  avoient  aboid^  snr  lea  cotea  da  la  Ger- 
manie.  .  .  .  .  II  ua  peat  reater  aacao  doate  qae  Pomponina  Mela 
n'ait  cni  qiw  l«i  Indiena  ^toient  airiv^  am  lea  cotea  nord-est  de  I'Alle- 
magne  par  la  ciTcnmnaTigittion  de  I'Asie  oiientale  et  bor^e.  II  dit,  '  Vi 
tempeatatnm  ex  Indicia  nqaoribns  abrepti.'  ....  Comme  11  eat 
nconnn  que  malgi^  le  grand  perfectionnement  de  la  navigation  modeme, 
I'accamalatioD  des  glacas  a'oppoae  &  toote  navigation  par  le  d^lroit  de 
Behiing  te  long  dea  ilea  de  la  Nonvelle  Zemble  on  a  aoolev^  la  qaeation  de 
savoir  de  qaeUe  race  peavent  avoir  4t6  les  hommee  de  conleoi  que  le  pro- 
conaol  Metellns  Celer  a  pris  poor  dea  Indiena.  Oomara  dit  que  'Les 
Indiens  de  Qnintas  Metellus  Celer  etoient  peut-etie  de  la  Teire  da 
LsboareDT,  et  I'on  ae  trompe  (snr  lenr  vraie  oiigine)  &  canse  de  leoi 
conlenr.'  ....  II  paraisaott  pen  probable  que  dea  Eaklmanx  fuasent 
venoB  aax  cotea  d'Allemagne ;  et  tandis  que  Vossina,  le  savant  commen- 
talenr  de  Mela,  ne  vojait  dana  les  Indiens  de  Comelina  Nepos  qne  des 
Bretons,  dont  le  corps  ^toit  £ard£  de  pastel,  d'aatres  commentatenn 
adoptant  I'explication  de  Gomara  et  de  Wytfleet,  sabetituoieat  an  Snevo- 
rom  Rex,  an  prince  Bcandinave  qni  avoit  recneill^  dea  naufrag^a  snr  les 
cotes  de  Norw^,  L'oaalogie  da  Mt  non  contest^  de  Tarriv^  d'Eskimanx 
aax  ties  Orcades,  semble  jetei  nne  vtve  lamifae  sar  le  &it  que  noDS  eza- 
minons  ici ;  et  qnand  on  consid^  les  nombraax  exemples  dlndividns 
tomb^  entre  let  mains  des  bsrbares  et  tratn^  comme  captifa  de  nation  k 
nation  loin  dn  lien  dn  nanfrage,  on  troave  moina  snrprenant  qae  dea 
jtrangeiB  aient  iU  condnits  dans  les  Gaules,  en  paaaant  des  ties  Britan- 
niqneg  en  Batavie  et  en  Gennanie  :  mais  ce  qni  eat  bien  strange,  c'est  que 
dam  des  ^enemeni  semblables  et  ^galement  ^nigmatdques,  da  mofen-Age, 
il  ne  soit  toajonis  qnesttons  qae  de  cotea  Oermaniqnea.  Ces  ^v^emena 
sont  Tapport^  aax  r^ea  dea  Othons  et  de  Fr^^rie  Barberonsse  ;  ils  sont, 
par  cons^Dent,  da  diiieme  et  da  doomime  giicle.  '  Noa  apnd  Othonem 
legimos,'  dit  le  pape  ^neaa  Sylvias, '  snb  imperatoribns  tentonicis  indicam 
navem  et  oegotiatores  Indos  in  Oermamco  littore  foisse  depreliensos.'  Et 
dana  Gomara,  on  lit,  '  On  aasare  ansai  qne,  do  temps  de  Temperear 
Fr^^ric  Barberoaaae  on  amena  i  Lnbeck  certains  Indiens  dana  nn  canot.' 
Sir  Homphi;  Gilbert  apr^  avoir  diecatf  prolisement  en  trois  chapitrea  le 
passage  de  Cornelias  Nepos,  ajonte  '  L'an  1 160,  qoelqnes  Indiens  arriverent. 
Boas  le  i^gne  de  Frederic  Barberonsse,  tgxm  the  eooH  of  Cftrmanie.'  J'u 
perdn  beancoap  de  tempa  dani  de  vaines  TMherches  snr  la  premi^TS  soarce 
de  ces  foita  cnrieox.    D'ou  Gomara,  historien  g&^ralement  tr^  exact. 
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a-t-il  m  que, '  Les  Jadieoa  out  il6  amen^  1  Lnbeck?'  Comment  Im  cod- 
tinoateun  dea  Amuleg  d'Othon  de  FrQUUig,  et  Is  Fianciiciin  Dilmar, 
adUht  de  I'excelleiita  Chronique  de  Lnbeck,  u'ont  Ub  lien  anr  de  ces  pr£- 
tendns  Indiaiu  1  ....  i  la  raaiaon  oit  ae  r^anit  la  ooipoialion  dea 
nuriua  ds  Labeck  on  conaarra  on  canot  groenlandoia  dani  l«qucl  ae  tniav» 
una  figora  d'Eakimaa  ea  boii.  La  oanot  a  iU  repaid  plnuaoia  fbia;  la 
pMmi^ra  inacription  ne  porta  qua  Tann^  1007  ;  maia  d'  aprta  one  tndi- 
tioD  ttea  ngoa,  nn  navire  de  Labeck  doit  avoir  captor^  ce  plohenr  Rakiaian, 
il  5  a  trma  cent  ana,  dana  l*a  man  da  I'aDeat  Oa  agraudit  la  peoa^  ea 
teuuBaoiit,  aooa  on  pointe  de  vue  g^n^ral,  lea  pranvea  de  cea  oommnnica- 
tions  lointainei,  favoria^  par  le  hanu'd  ;  on  voit  comment  lea  manTWMoa 
dfl  I'oc^an  et  de  ratmosph^re  cnt  pa,  ii»  lea  ^poqn«8  lea  plu  recnl^ea, 
contribnar  k  r^pandie  I««  diffarantea  races  d'bommea  inr  la  Kiiface  da  glob*  i 
on  compiand  avec  Colomb  (dda  del  Almiiante,  cap.  viil)  cowme  on  caDti~ 
neut  a  pa  aes  riv&er  k  ranlre."  —  Hamboldt'a  £»amtii  Oritiqit»  dn 
Ot^/mfiii*  4w  Ammwow  CbiilHMnI,  vol.  ii.,  p.  878. 


No.  X. 

Hwodotna  ralataa  that  a  Ptunnician  fleet,  fitl«d  out  by  Necho,  king  of 
BgTpt,  t«ok  ita  departure  aboat  uz  hundred  and  four  ;aan  before  the 
Chrittian  en,  fn»n  a  port  in  the  B«d  Sea,  donbled  the  lODllieni  pramontniy 
of  Africa,  and,  after  a  vojage  of  three  feara,  retomed  bj  the  Strei^ta  of 
Oadea  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile.  Endoxoa  of  Cjacns  ia  taid  to  have  held 
the  Mune  oonrae,  and  to  have  accomplished  the  aame  ardnons  undertaking. 
—-Herod.,  lib.  iv.  cap.  xlii.  \  Flin.,  NaL  Eitt.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  Ixvii. 

Theae  voyage^  if  performed  in  tiie  manner  narrated,  maj  jnatl;  be 
reckoned  the  greateat  efforta  of  navigation  in  the  ancient  world ;  and  if  w« 
attend  to  the  imperfect  atate  of  the  art  at  that  time,  it  ii  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  we  ahould  moat  admire  the  courage  and  aagscity  with  which 
the  design  wbi  formed,  or  the  conduct  and  good  fortune  with  which  it  waa 
execnted.  Bat,  unfortnoatelj,  all  the  original  and  authentic  accounta  of ' 
the  Pbmnicinn  and  Carthaginian  voyages,  whether  nndertakea  by  public 
antboritj  or  in  proneculion  of  their  private,  have  periahed.  Whatever 
acquaintance  with  the  remote  regions  of  the  earth  the  Carthaginiana  ot 
Fhcenician*  may  have  aoqaired,  was  concealed  from  the  rest  of  mankind 
with  a  mercantile  jealonsj.  EveiTthing  relating  to  the  conn*  of  their 
navigation  waa  not  only  a  myitery  of  trade  bat  a  secret  of  state.  Extra- 
ordinary facta  are  recorded  concerning  their  solicitude  to  prevent  other 
nation!  from  penetrating  into  what  they  wished  shonld  remain  nndivnlged 
(&rai.  Oti^^  lib.  iii.,  p.  86ff  ;  lib.  xriii.,  p.  1154).  Many  of  their  dia- 
eoTwiea  aeem  accordingly  to    have  been  acarcely  known   beymid  tha 
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piBciacta  of  thair  own  «tatw.  Th«  UTigalioii  reimd  Africa,  in  particalar, 
u  leccTded  b;  the  Greek  and  Romui  writen  ntthei  aa  a  atrug«,  arauing 
tale,  which  thef  either  did  not  comproheud,  ot  did  not  beliero,  than  aa  a 
(Bal  tianttction  which  enlarged  their  knowledge,  and  influenced  theif 
opiuitn.  Aa  neither  the  progreia  of  the  Pbtesician  and  Cartha^niai)  dia- 
coTeiisa,  nor  the  extent  of  their  nan^tioa  wars  eommoiuaated  to  the  raat 
of  mankind,  aU  memoriala  of  their  estraordinarj  skill  in  naval  affaire  aeMO, 
in  a  great  meaanre,  to  have  periahed  when  the  nuuitime  power  of  the 
fonner  waa  annihilated  bj  Alexander's  oonqaeat  of  Tjrre,  and  the  empire 
of  the  latt«r  waa  oTertnmed  hj  the  Koraan  anna.  The  Periploa  Haiuonis 
ia  the  only  anthenlic  monament  of  the  Carthaginian  ikiU  in  naval  aSaim, 
and  Mu  of  the  moat  enriona  fntgmenta  transmitted  to  na  b;  antiqoitj, 
Monteaqnien  and  de  Bongainville  have  eatabliahed  ita  anthenticity  by 
argnmenta  that  appear  to  me  nnonaweiable.  Hanno  aailed  fiom  Oadee 
to  the  island  of  Ceme  in  twelve  daja.  Thia  ia  probably  what  ia  known  to 
the  modems  by  the  name  of  laland  of  Argoim.  Hi*  farthest  adTance  waa 
to  a  promontory,  which  he  named  the  South  Horn,  manlfeatly  Cape  da 
Ties  Pnntaa,  about  five  degreea  OOTth  of  the  line. — Robertaon's  Aattriai, 
vol.  L,  pp.  0-^CO. 


No.  XI. 

The  importance  of  this  discomy,  and  of  tlie  European  tetUementa 
consequent  upon  it,  is  chiefly  interesting  with  regard  to  the  intellectual 
and  moral  effects  prodaced  by  the  mdden  increase  in  the  stock  of  ideas 
npon  the  improvement  and  the  social  condition  of  mankind.  Since  that 
grand  era,  a  new  and  active  state  of  the  intellect  and  feelinga,  bold  wiahea 
and  hopes  scarcely  to  be  restrained,  have  giadnallj  panetiated  into  the 
whole  of  civil  society ;  the  scanty  population  of  a  hemisphere,  especially 
the  coasts  oppoaita  Europe,  favoared  the  settlement  of  colonies  which,  in 
rendering  themselrea  extennve  and  indqiendeot  in  position,  have  over* 
turned  unlimited  states  by  their  choice  of  a  free  form  of  government  t  and 
batly,  the  Reformation,  a  foreruuner  of  vast  political  revolntiona,  had  to 
pasa  throngh  different  phaaea  of  ita  development  in  one  conntiy  which  had 
become  the  place  of  refuge  for  all  religions  opinions,  and  for  the  moat 
varied  ideas  of  divinity.  The  boldness  of  the  Genoese  mariner  ia  the  first 
link  in  the  immeasurable  chain  of  these  pregnant  eventa.  ,  .  ,  Wa 
might  be  induced  to  suppose  that  the  value  of  these  great  dieooveriea,  and 
of  the  double  victoiy  in  the  phyucal  and  intellectual  wwld,  waa  first 
acknowledged  in  onr  times,  since  the  hiatory  of  the  civilisation  of  the 
human  race  has  been  treated  in  a  philoaophiral  way.  Sach  a  suppoution 
is  refuted  by  Columbus's  contemporariea.  The  moat  talented  of  them 
anticipated  the  influence  which  the  events  of  the  latter  years  of  the 
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fifteenth  centniy  wonld  exerciw  apoo  nunkind.  "  Each  iaj,"  njt  Peter 
Waxtyt,  in  hii  letters  of  Uie  yem  1493  and  1494, "  brings  ne  new  wonden 
from  a  new  world,  from  the  western  antipodes,  which  a  certain  Oaooeae 
traveller  hsa  diicavered.  ,  ,  .  Our  friend  Pompooias  Latna  could 
scarcely  restrain  his  tears  of  joy  when  1  conunnnicated  l«  him  the  fiiat 
accoonta  of  so  nnexpected  an  event.  .  .  .  What  aliment  more  delicioni 
than  BDch  tidings  can  be  Mt  before  an  ingeniotiB  mind.  ...  It  is  lik« 
an  accemon  of  wealth  to  a  miaer.  Onr  minds,  soiled  with  vicea,  become 
meliorated  by  contemplating  soch  glorioos  eTents." 

"  Sebastian  Cabot  mentioned  that  be  was  in  London  when  newa  waa 
bronght  there  of  the  diseoveiy,  and  that  it  earned  great  talk  and  admiration 
in  the  court  of  Henij  VII.,  being  affirmed  to  be  a  thing  more  divine  than 
httman." — Haklayt,  p.  7. 

The  mind  of  men  became  sharpened  in  order  to  comprehend  the  boundless 
store  of  new  phenomena,  to  work  them  out,  and  bj  comparison  lo  employ 
them  for  the  attunment  of  general  and  higher  views  of  the  creation.  If  we 
carefnUy  examine  the  original  works  of  the  earliest  historians  of  the  Om- 
^HwAi,  we  are  astonished  at  finding,  in  a  Spanish  author  of  the  nsteenth 
centnrj,  the  germs  of  so  many  important  physical  trnths.  Upon  the  occar 
■ion  of  the  discovery  of  a  continent,  which  appeared  to  be  separated  from  all 
the  other  regions  of  the  creatioD,  in  the  distant  solitnde  of  the  ocean,  a  great 
number  of  the  nme  qnestions  with  which  we  are  employed  at  the  preaent 
day,  occurred  to  the  excited  cnriosity  of  the  travelleia,  and  to  those  who 
were  collected  together  by  their  narratives  ;  these  questions  were — Of  the 
unity  of  the  homan  race,  and  the  derivation  of  its  varieties  from  a  common 
original  form  :  of  the  migration  of  nations,  and  the  affinities  of  language  ; 
of  the  possibility  of  varieties  in  the  species  of  plants  and  animab ;  of  the 
caoses  of  the  trade-winds,  and  of  the  constant  cnrrents  in  the  ocean ;  of 
the  regular  decrease  of  temperature  at  the  declivities  of  the  Cordilleiaa, 
and  in  the  various  strata  of  water  at  different  depths  of  the  ocean  ;  and  of 
the  respective  effects  of  chaiuB  of  volcanic  mountains,  and  their  influence 
upon  the  frequency  of  earthquakes,  and  the  extensiou  of  the  range  of  the 
volcanic  forces.  The  foondation  of  what  is  at  the  present  day  called 
phyncal  geography  is,  exclusive  of  mathematical  conaidentions,  found  in 
the  works  of  the  Jesuit,  Joseph  Acosta,  and  in  the  work  of  Oviedo,  which 
qipeared  scarcely  twenty  yeais  after  the  death  of  Colnmbns.  In  no 
other  period  of  time  since  the  existence  of  man  in  a  social  condition  haa 
the  range  of  ideas  in  respect  to  the  external  world,  and  the  relations  of 
different  places,  been  so  suddenly  and  »o  wonderfully  extended,  or  the 
necessity  of  observing  natural  phenomena  in  different  latitades  and  at 
difl^rent  elevations  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  or  of  multiplying  the  means 
of  examining  them,  so  deeply  felt" — Hnmboldt's  CoimM,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
£95—337. 
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More  than  ten  ploceB  h&ve  digpoted  the  glarj  of  haviag  given  birth  to 
Colambiu :  Genoa,  Ci^leto,  (Cucchereto,  Cugnrco,  Cogoreo,  Cncnrco 
d'Herreia,  et  Cngurco  do  Paffendorf,)  Bugiaaco,  Finale,  Qninto  et  Nervi, 
dana  la  Bivieia  di  Qenova,  Savons,  Falestrella,  et  Arbizoli,  CosMria,  b 
Tall^  d'Oneglia,  Castello  di  Caccaro,  la  ville  de  Plaiutnce,  et  Piadello. 
Le  nombre  de  cea  lienx  e'est  accro  pi(^p:ewivemeut  avec  I'illiutntioD  dn 
lieroa,  car  tea  contemponiuB,  Pierre  Martyr,  le  core  de  los  Palscioa,  Oeral- 
dine,  Pietro  Coppo  da  Isola,  I'^veqae  Qiuetiniani,  la  chancelier  Antonio 
Oallo  et  Senerega  I'oiit  unanimement  appell^  Oenois.  .  ,  Un  vojagear 
modeme,  dit  en  parlant  de  Cogoleto  :  Ce  lien  n'a  pas  tenoned  k  1'honnenr 
d'avoir  vn  naitre  Colomb,  malgre  la  multitude  de  recherchea  at  de  disser- 
tationa  d'apr^  le«qaellea  le  grand  homme  parolt  toot  aimplement  Q^nois. 
On  pretend  meme  4  Cogoleto  indiquer  ea  maison,  eapf  ce  de  cabane,  snr  le 
bold  de  la  mer,  qae  je  tronvai  aasez  convenablement  occnp^  par  nu  garde- 
cote,  et  BUT  laquelle  on  lit,  k  la  suite  d'autrea  inscriptions  pitojablea,  ce  bean 
vera  improeiU  par  M.  Gagliuffi. 

Unua  aiat  Mondus  ;  Dao  aint,  ait  iate  :  foere." 
FfgM^tt  Hitt.  el  LitUr.  en  ItaUe  de  M.  Vabrj,  torn,  v.,  p.  73. 


No.  XIII. 

"  Chriitophe  Colomb,  Cortei  et  Raleigh  ont  epronvf  qnele  genie  ue  r^eqne 
■ur  ravenir  et  que  aon  ponvoir  est  tardive.  lis  ont  pendant  qaelquea  tems,- 
excit^  an  pins  haot  degr§  lUmiiatioa  de  leura  contempoiuns ;  mais  la  bien- 
Teillance  pablique  a  abandonn^  leur  viellesae,  on  na  a'eat  aouvann  d'eoz  que 
poor  lea  afiliger  dana  leui  iaolement.*  Le  ai^Ie  qoi  les  a  vna  naitre  n'  a  paa 

*  Cm  NoiaitUei  Inda  que  Colomb  Domnu  u  proprifU  («■•■  iidb  «u  lufm) 
■toisnt  iubordiblei  foai  cclui  qui  let  iTOient  nriu^  k  la  Fnnce,  i  rAn^Ietors  at 
au  Porlngtl.  !«•  Iitlrei  qas  runinl  •dmis  k  n  fimille  et  tM  imia  dqialt 
run^  1S02,  n<  roplreul  qua  U  donleur. 

The  tbllDwing  ii  id  sitnct  from  one  of  Ca1ombu)'i  mournful  q^xili  to  Fsrdl- 
naad  md  IbImI1>  : — 

"  Such  !■  my  &ta,  thkt  iha  twautj  jtmit  of  ■errics  tbraugh  irfiieh  I  lure  puwd 
with  M  much  toll  aud  duigar,  havo  praSled  me  DDlhing,  ud  «t  Uiii  verf  day  I  do 
not  poMBM  ■  roof  iu  S^n  that  I  an  rail  mj  own  :  if  I  with  to  eil  or  ileep  I  bave 
nowhere  to  go  but  to  the  inn  or  taTern,  and  meet  Umei  lack  wherewith  to  pa;  the 

bill I  Wat  twenty-eight  jsui  old  when  1  cune  into  yonr  Highnewei' 

terrice,  and  now  I  bare  not  a  hair  upon  me  that  ia  not  pej  ;  mj  body  is  iuAnn, 
and  all  that  wat  left  to  ms,  at  well  u  to  my  brothen,  bai  beou  taken  away  and 
ioU,  aran  to  Iba  frnck  that  I  WMe,  to  mj  great  didiaoonr.    ...    The  hooert 
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compru  ce  qna  lenr  action  snceenive  a  prodnit  «t  prifaxi  de  chugoiMiite 
dans  IVtat  dea  penplea  de  I'occident  LMnflaeDce  que  cea  peaplM  esercent 
tnr  toQi  lea  pointi  da  globe  on  lenr  prince  «e  bit  Motii  nmnltau^meDt,  U 
pr^p^nd^nce  niuTenelle  qni  en  eat  I  &  suite,  na  datent  qne  de  1»  dieoU' 
verte  de  I'Ameriqne  et  du  vojage  de  Oama.  Lei  ^viDemena  qui  appartien-^ 
nent  k  nn  petit  gronp  de  six  annuel  (1493 — 149B)  ont  detenniiii  poor 
aind  dire  le  partage  da  ponvoir  sat  la  terre.  IMls-lon  1e  pooToii  de  I'btrili- 
gence,  geogTsphiqaement  limite,  restreint  dana  dea  bomea  <traitea  a  pa 
prendre  nn  libre  eaior  ;  il  a  ttoavi  nn  mojen  rapide  d'^Cendre,  d'enti»- 
tenir,  deperp^tuer  son  action.  Lei  migTalionadespenpleBfleaerp^tioaa 
gneniirea  dans  rint^rienr  dhin  continent,  lea  commonicationt  par  caniT*nea 
■nrdea  mntea  invaiiablement  anivisa  depnii  dea  sitelea,n'cnt  prodnit  qa« 
dea  effeta  pattiela  et  generalement  moins  dniablea.  Lea  expMitimw  le* 
plos  lonlainea  out  ite  d^ostatriee,  et  llmpulaion  a  6lt  donn^  par  ceoz 
qni  n'avoient  rien  k  ajonter  anx  ti^aon  de  1'  intelligence  dejk  accnmnlte 
Ad  conlraire,  lea  ^v^nemena  de  la  fin  du  quinzienie  nicle,  qni  ne  aont 
aip&ria  qae  par  an  intervslle  de  lix  ana,  out  tte  longoement  pr^par^  dans 
le  mayen-age,  qui  k  son  tour  avoit  6t£  fieond^  par  lea  id£ea  dea  aiMes 
ant^enrea,  ezcit£  par  lea  dogme*  et  lea  reveries  de  la  geographie  ayatkna- 
tique  dee  HelUnea.  C'eat  aenlemeut  depnig  IVpoqne  qne  noai  venona  de 
rigaalsr  qne  IVnitehom^riqnederociane'eit  fait  aenlir tooa aou  heurenae 
inflaence  anr  la  civiliaation  dn  genre  bnmain.  L'  ^^ment  mobile  qui 
baigne  tontea  lea  cotea  en  eat  derenn  le  lien  morel  et  politique,  et  lee 
peaplea  de  I'tKtcideDt,  dont  I'intelligence  active  a  etii  ce  lien  at  qni  ont 
eomprii  aon  importance,  se  aont  £lev^  k  one  nniTeraalit^  d'  action  qni 
determine  la  preponderance  dnponvoir  nrle  globe." — Humboldt'a  fi^o^m- 
phieduNouveottCimtittetit,  toI.  it.,  p.  23. 


No.  XIV. 

"  Per  neceniti  d'  acqne  mandammo  il  battello  a  terra  con  Tenticinqoe 
hnomini ;  dove  per  le  grandiaaime  s  frequente  onde  cbe  gettava  il  mare 
al  lito  per  eaaer  la  aplaggia  aperta,  non  fa  posaibile  cbe  alcnno  poteaae 
amontare  in  tern  aenia  pericolo  di  peider  il  battello :  Tedemmo  qairi 
molte  genti  cbe  venivano  al  lito,  fooendo  varij  segni  d'  amiciua  e  dimoa- 

dcTOtedncn  I  lutre  almji  ihown  to  jdut  Hajeitin'  KiriM,  isd  tbc  n  UDmarited 
DDtnge  with  which  il  hu  beta  re]»)d,  will  Dot  allow  mj  tool  to  keep  rilsnca,  koweTw 
much  I  nuj  with  IL  I  Implore  youi  HighnCMM  to  forgiva  m;  coispUiiila.  1  tia, 
Indenl,  in  u  ruined  *  eoudition  u  I  hiTB  nlited  ;  hitherto  I  hare  wept  otbt  sthan : 
1DAJ  HeftTen  dow  IwTe  mercj  upon  me,  uid  D»j  tha  earth  weep  Jbr  dm.  Weep  for 
me;  whotTer  Iim  ehiritj,  truth,  mnd  jnilice  !"  —  Srfccf  Zetim  of  CWmaiml,  pob- 
Miti  by  the  Hildujt  SkwI;. 
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tnndo  conUnteta  ebe  andauino  a  term,  e  pn  proon  li  eoBowMmmo 
moltoamani  e  cortMi  corns  pet  il  vaeeeaBO  cam  V.  M.intendori.  Per 
mandarE  delle  coae  nostre,  e  da  ladiani  commanimente  molto  denderate, 
e  &ppreaat«  come  Bono  fogli  di  clurta,  apocchi,  aotiBgli  e  altri  iiiiiil«  com, 
tnaudammo  a  tern  nn  giorane  de  DMtri  tnarinari,  quale  poneadon  a 
HqoIo,  neU'  approesimand  (litroraudori  in  acqna  da  tre,  o  qnattro  bnuida 
di  tern  lontano)  di  lor  non  cooGdandod  gliele  getto  nel  lito,  poi  nel  toIw 
ritomai  a  dieUo,  dall  oade  con  tanla  furea  fa  trapoitato  nlla  riva,  che  -vi 
■1  trov&  di  modo  Bttaecho,  e  ibattuto,  die  vi  resto  qnaai  morto.  II  ch* 
Tednto  da  gli  Indiani  coneTo  a  pigUarlo,  e  tiratolo  foon  lo  portarona 
alqaanto  dal  man  lontano.  RiMnlito  il  gievana  e  TBdendoai  da  lor  portato, 
alia  di^graaa  prima  vi  b'  agginnae  il  spavento,  per  il  quale  mettefa  gran- 
diinmi  gridi,  «  il  siinile  bcersno  gl'  Indiani  che  1'  accompagnaTano,  nri 
Tolerlo  aaucnrare  e  li  darauo  csore  di  non  temei«  :  di  poi  aveudolo  poeto 
In  taira  al  pi&  d*  nn  picciolo  coUe  in  foccia  del  aole,  eon  atti  d'admirazioDe 
lo  lignardavino,  miiavigliandoii  della  biancfaena  della  Eoa  came,'  e  ignndo 
apogliatolo  lo  fecero  ad  nn  grandinimo  fnoco  reatanrara,  non  Benia  tiiiMra 
di  DM  altii,  che  enuno  nel  battetlo  reatati,  <^e  a  qoel  fiioco  anoatendolo, 
lo  Toleaaaro  divoiare.  Riafnte  le  fone  il  gioTane,  a  con  lora  ayendo 
alqoanto  dimoiato,  con  segni  li  dimoBtT6  yoler  alia  navs  far  ritomo :  da 
qnali  con  gTandiniixio  amore,  tenendolo  iempre  abetto,  con  varlj  abbracda- 
menti,  fa  acoompagnato  sino  al  mare,  e  per  pit)  Maicararlo,  allargandorf 
andaroDO  sopra  on  eolle  eniinenta, «  qnivi  fennatiri  lo  tl«llero  a  rignaidara 
kino  die  nel  battello  fu  enUato." — VwaxtixM  m  JJamutio.  torn.,  iii.p.tiO. 


No.  XV. 

*■  Commiiaion  de  Fran; oia  I.  i  Jacqaea  Qnartier,  penr  1'  ^taUiMement 
dn  Canada,  do  17*  Octobre,  1540. 

"Franfoia,parlafrace  deDiea,  Boi  de  France:  i  torn  cenx qne  ce«  pr£- 
aentea  Irtbva  Tenont,  lalat.  Comma  ponr  le  dfair  d'  eDfendre  et  avoir 
connoisaance  de  phuieua  paya  qn'on  dit  inbabitCs,  et  antres  £tre  poaa^A 
par  gena  aanvagea,  v ivant  aana  eonnoivan^  de  Dien  et  tans  aaage  de  raiaon, 
eoaaionB  d^  pie-f  a,  k  gianda  fraia  at  miaea  envoj^  d^couvrir  lea  dita  paya 
par  plnaieoTS  bona  pilotea,  et  antrea  noa  anjeta  de  bona  entendement,  aavoir 
et  exp^ence,  qni  d'  iceax  pays  uooa  avoient  amen^  diven  hommea  qne 
nooB  avona  par  long-tema  tenoa  en  uotre  rojanme,  lea  Maant  inatniire  eo 
r  amour  et  ciainte  de  Dien  et  de  aa  aainte  loix  et  doctrine  Chr^tienne  en 
intention  de  lea  Mre  ramener  ia  dita  paya  en  compagnie  de  bon  nomlwe  de 
noa  anjeta  de  bonne  volenti,  afin  de  plna  &cilement  indnire  lea  antrfi 

*  Bittmn  (1<  Co  NotneU*  Franee,  par  I'Eiorlwt,  p.  S97  \  et  Af^«frM  nr  (rt 
P<mtnUm  a*  Amhifitt,  ton.  iil.,  p  280. 
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peoplM  d'  icenx  p&ya  &  croire  en  notre  ninta  foi ;  et  eitli^trea  j  e 
eQT07^  notre  cher  et  bieu  oim^  JocqQW  Quartiei,  leqael  anroit  d^coDvert 
giandB  pa;(  dee  teires  de  Canada  et  HochelagA  bUnnt  no  bout  de  I'Aai* 
dn  cote  de  rOccident;  leeqoelB  paysil  a  tronv^  (comme  il  noiuk  rap- 
port^), gutuB  de  plnsieuis  boDDea  commodity,  «t  lea  peuple*  d'icenx  biea 
fournia  de  corpi  et  de  membrea,  et  bien  dispog^  d'eiprit  et  d'enten- 
denwDt;  deaqaela  il  noai  a  semblablauent  amen^  bocoii  nombre,  qna 
HODS  avoDB  par  long-tema  &it  voir  et  instniiie  en  notre  dite  uint* 
foi  a*ec  noa  dita  aejeta;  en  conaideration  de  qaoi,  et  de  lenr  boniM 
incliDatioD,  nona  avona  avia£  et  delib^r^  de  lenvojei  le  dit  Qnarlier 
6b  dita  paya  de  Canada  et  Hocbelaga,  et  jusqnea  en  la  terre  de  Sagii»- 
nai  (a'il  pent  y  aborder)  ayec  bonne  nombie  de  navirei,  et  de  toates 
qn^lea,  uta  et  induatrie  pour  plus  avant  entrer  ea  dita  paya,  convener 
avec  lea  peoples  d'  iceux,  et  avec  enE  habiter  (si  besoin  eat)  afiu  de  mieox 
parvenir  i  notre  dite  intention  et  i  faire  cboie  agitable  i  Dieu  notre 
Cr^atenr  et  R^emptenr,  et  que  soit  &  raugmentation  de  aon  saint  et  aacr£ 
nom,  et  de  Notre  H£re  Sainte  Egliee  Catboliqne,  de  laqnelle  nona  aominea 
dita  et  nomin^  premier  fila  ;  Par  qiioi  aoit  beaoin  pom  meillenr  ordre  et 
oxp^tion  de  la  dite  entrepriw,  d^pater  et  etablir  du  Capitaine  O^uiral  et 
Maitre  pilote  del  dita  navirea,  qni  ait  regard  i  la  condoite  d'  iceax,  et  enr 
lea  gena,  officiera  et  aoldata  j  ordonn£a  et  £tablia ;  tavoir  faisona,  qne  Dou 
k  plein  confiana  de  la  peraoone  da  dit  Jaoquea  Quartier  el  de  tea  aeoa,  aoffi* 
aance,  lojauti,  pradliommle  bardiesae,  grande  diligence  et  botme  exp^ 
rience,  icelai  poar  eea  canaea  et  antrei  i  ce  nona,  monvana,  avona  £ut> 
conatitn^  et  ordonn^,  faiaona,  constiluona,  ordonnona  et  ^lablisaons  par  cea 
prfaentea,  Capitaine  0£n£rate  et  MaJtre  pilote  de  toaa  lea  naviiee  et  autrea 
vaiaaeaox  de  mer,  par  nona  ordonn^  etre  menfa  poor  la  dite  entrepriae  at 
expedition,  poor  le  dit  ^tat  et  cbarfte  de  Capitaine  Oenerale  et  MaHre 
Pilate  d'  iceax  navirea  et  Toiaaeax,  avoir  tenir,  et  exercer  par  le  dit  Jacqnet 
QnartierauzhonneuiSipr^rogatiTeB,  preeminences,  franchiaea,libertea,gag«a 
et  bieu&ita  tela  qne  par  noua  lui  aeront  ponr  ce  oidonn^  tant  qn'il  nona 
plaim.  Et  Ini  avona  donn£,  et  donnona  paiasance  et  antoiite  de  mettre, 
ftablir,  et  inatituer  anz  dita  navires  tela  lienteuana,  patrons,  pilolea  et 
autrea  miniatrea  neceagaires  ponr  le  fait  et  condaite  d'icenx,  en  t«l 
nombre  qn'il  verra  et  connoitra  etre  beaoin  et  n^ceasaire  ponr  le  bien  de  la 
dite  exp^tion.  Si  donnona  en  mandement  par  cea  ditea  pr£aentea,  a  ndlre 
Amiral  on  Vice  Amiral  qne  prins  et  ref  ue  dn  dit  Jacqnea  Qoartier  le  aerment 
poor  ce  on  eat  acconlam^,  iceini  mettent  et  inatitnent  on  baaent  mettra 
et  inatitaer  de  par  noua  en  poaseasion  et  aaiaine  da  dit  ^t  de  Capitaine 
Oen^rale  et  Mutre  Pilote  ;  et  d'  icelui,  ensemble  des  honnenia,  preroga- 
tives, pre-^minencea,  ftanchises,  libertea,  gagea  et  bienfaita,  tela  que  par 
nona  lui  seront  pour  ce  ordonues,  le  faasent,  aonffrent  et  laiaaent,  jonr  et 
user  pleinement  et  paisiblemeot  et  i  lui  obeir  et  entendre  de  tuna  eeoi,  et 
ainai  qn'il  appartiendra  ia  chosea  touehant  et  concemant  le  dit  £tat  et 
charge ;  et  antra  lai  base,  aonfFra  et  pemMtt«  pnndie  le  petit  galion. 
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a^wlU  rEm^lon  qne  de  pr^Miit  tl  a  de  nont,  leqael  est  jk  Tiail  at  cadac, 
POQT  lervir  A  I'adoQb  de  ceax  del  Dkvim  qai  en  aoroat  bmoin,  et  leqnel 
Don*  Tonlona  6txe  prins  et  applique  par  le  dit  Qnartier  poor  I'effet  dBHo* 
dit,  sans  qn'U  aoit  tenna  ea  reudre  aacnn  antre  compte  et  raliquat ;  at 
dnqae)  compte  et  reliquat  nooa  1'  avona  d6:lujg£  et  d^chaigeons  par  icellea 
pr^Dtw:  parlesqoels  nooi  mftndons  ansd  &  noa PreT^ts  de  Paris ;  Ballliffi 
ds  Ronen,  de  CasQ,  d'Orleana,  d«  BloU,  et  de  Toaia  j  S&i^hAiiz  dn  Maine, 
d'Aojon,  et  CFaieime,  et  &  tons  iioa  aatres  Baillifia,  S«ii&:baax,  Prev^, 
Allon^,  et  autre!  noa  Jnaticiera  et  offieiera,  tant  de  ootre  rojanme  que  de 
notre  pajs  de  Br^tagne  iini  &  ieelnl  pardevert  leaqnels  soot  aucana  prison- 
niera,  ocena^  oa  pr^eoiu  d'ancnDs  Crimea  quels  qn^  aoient,  fora  de 
Crimea  de  I^ie-Maje«t^  dirine  et  humaine  euverg  noiiei,  et  de  fanx  moB- 
aojBiin  qn'  ila  uent  incontinent  k  d^livrer,  rendre  et  bailler  is  maina 
dn  dit  Qnartier,  on  ces  commia  on  d^ntla  partana  cea  pr^sent^,  on  le 
duplicate  d'icellee  pour  notre  service  en  la  dite  entrepriae  et  exp^ 
dition,  cetix  dea  dita  prisonnien  qn'il  connottra  £tre  propres,  anffisana, 
et  eapablea  ponr  aerrir  en  tcelle  esp^tion  joaqn'an  nombre  de  ciuqnante 
peraounea,  et  aelon  le  choix  que  le  dit  Qnartier  en  fera,  icenx  premi^rement 
JQg^  et  condamnee  selon  lenr  d^m^rites  et  la  gravite  de  lenrs  mefaiU,  ai 
JDgA  et  condamnA  ne  wint ;  et  aatiafaction  aoaai  pr^olablement  ordonu£e 
am  parties  dvilea  et  int^ieaa^a,  si  hit  a'avoit  A4 :  Poor  laqaeUa  teatefois 
Dons  ne  Tonlons  la  deliverance  de  leor  personne  it  ditea  maina  du  dit 
Qnartier  (s'il  lea  tronve  de  service)  £tre  r^tardSe  ne  retenne  ;  mais  se  pren- 
dra  la  dila  satisfaction  snr  lean  biena  senlement :  et  laqnelle  dfliviaiice 
des  dita  prlsonDiera  accnate  on  privenns,  nons  Toulans  Itre  faite  &  dites 
inaina  dn  dit  Qoaitlet  pour  VtiBet  deaans  dita  par  noe  dits  josticiers  et  officiera 
nipeetiTemeDt,  et  par  dkacnn  d'enx  en  leor  regard,  ponvoir  et  jnriadicUon, 
nonobatant  oppodtiona  on  appellations  qnelconqne  &ites  on  ft  &ire, 
relev^es,  on  I  relever,  et  sans  qne  par  k  mojen  d^cellM,  icelle  dilivrance 
en  la  manitre  dessua  dite,  amt  anconement  diff^rfe ;  et  afin  qne  le  phis 
grand  nombre  a'en  toit  tir^,  ontre  lea  dita  dnquante,  nous  Tonlons  qne  la 
d^livrance  qne  chacnn  de  nos  dits  officiers  en  fera  an  dit  Qnartier  aoit  ecrite 
et  certifi^  en  la  marge  de  ses  pr^sentes,  et  qne  neanmoins  registre  en  soit 
par  etix  bit  et  envi^^  iocontinenl  pardevera  notre  am^  et  flal  Chancellier, 
poor  connottre  le  nombre  et  la  qnalili  de  cenx  qui  anront  £t£  baill6  et 
djlivrfa:  Car  teleat  aolreplai^.  Ent^oin  de  ce,  nous  avona  &it  mettre 
notre  aeel  k  cea  dites  pr&entes.  Donnf  ft  Stunt  Pria  le  dix  aepti^me  jonr 
d'  Octobre,  Van  de  grice,  mil  cinq  cent  qnarante,  et  de  notre  r^e  le 
Tingt-aeptiime. 

"  Ainti  dgne  snr  le  repli,  par  le  Rni,  voas  Honseignenr  le  Chancellier 
et  antres  peraona.  "  Da  u  Chiskaib." 

"  Et  Bcell^  anr  le  repli  i  dmple  qnene  de  cire  jaaae." 
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Tbe  following  aceoont  of  the  romantic  expedition  of  Ds  OooigDes,  i* 
exti«cted  from  tie  "  Pictore  of  Quebec"  ; — 

"  The  French  and  Spaniards  had  been  long  at  bittei  enmitj ;  and  the 
van  between  them  were  carried  on  with  all  the  exasperation  of  ancient 
rivaliy  and  mntoal  hatred.  The  encroachments  of  the  fanner  upon  the 
tsmtoriea  claimed  b;  the  Spaniaids  in  Florida  raised  the  liveliest  indig- 
nation in  the  minds  of  a  people  not  less  martial  and  chivalrous  than  the 
French  ; — and  when  we  add  that  these  encroachments  had  been  chiefly 
made  bj  the  Huguenots,  a  race  held  in  sovereign  deteetation  hj  the  Catho- 
lic Spaniard,  and  persecuted  to  a  degree  of  inteneitj  bj  Philip  II.,  the 
height  of  animositj  to  which  they  were  excited  can  easily  be  conceived. 
Nor  were  the  French  less  snsceptible  of  angrj  and  vindictive  feelings;  to 
which  may  be  added  the  poigrumt  stings  of  offended  national  pride.  Thej 
had  never  forgiven  the  captivity  of  their  popalar  and  gallant  Prince, 
Francis  I. ;— the  memory  of  this  supposed  disgrace  still  rankled  in  the 
population — nor  was  it  even  wholly  eradicated,  nntil  adequate  reparation 
was  made  to  the  national  honour,  by  the  accession  of  a  French  Prince  to 
the  thrane  of  Spain,  many  years  afterwards.  Notwithstanding  a  short 
cessation  of  the  warfare  between  those  two  great  powers,  the  pasnons  wa 
have  attempted  to  describe  remained  in  full  force. 

"  Landonni^  passed  the  winter  of  1S64  in  the  fort  which  he  had  bnilt 
near  the  month  of  St.  Maiy's  River,  and  which  he  called  La  Caroline.  In 
August  I56C,  having  experienced  the  matinons  disposition  of  part  of  his 
force,  superadded  to  the  horrors  of  &inine,  he  was  preparing  to  abandon 
the  enterprise,  and  to  retnm  to  France,  when  he  was  joined  by  Ribaat  with 
•esBoaable  supplies.  On  the  4th  September,  they  were  surprised  by  the 
appearance  in  the  road  of  six  large  vessels,  which  proved  to  be  a  Spanish 
fleet,  nnder  the  conunand  of  Dan  Pedro  Menendez.  Hostilities  were 
immediately  commenced  ;  and  the  French,  having  au  inferior  force  of  four 
vessels,  were  obliged  to  pnt  to  sea,  chased  by  the  Spaniards.  The  former, 
however,  being  the  better  sailors,  after  distancing  their  opponents,  retamed 
to  the  coast,  and  re-landed  their  troops  about  eight  leagnes  from  the  fort  of 
La  Caroline.  Three  of  the  Spanish  vessels  kept  the  open  sea,  while  the 
othen  lay  in  the  road  watching  an  opportunity  to  attack  the  French  fort 
Ribant,  who  was  a  brave  but  obstinate  man,  persisted  in  his  resolution  to 
pnt  to  sea  again,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  and  fighting  vrith  the  Spanish 
vetaels.  The  season  was  extremely  tempestaous,  and  LandonniSie,  having 
fint  vainly  endeavoored  to  dissuade  his  colleague  frxim  the  rash  attempt^ 
fortified  himself ;  and  made  every  preparation  to  reust  the  attack  which  he 
anticipated.  At  length,  notwithitanding  the  very  heavy  and  long  con- 
tinned  rsini,  the  Spaniards  were  descried  by  the  French  lentinela  advanrii^; 
to  the  ananlt  on  the  SOth  September.    The  rempBiis,  maintained  with 
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■pint  by  a  mull  force,  were  soon  mimonnted  and  carried— the  gallant 
defenden  elun  in  the  breaches.  Laadooniire,  fighting  hie  waj  bravely, 
waa  the  laat  to  leave  the  fort,  and  mcceeded  in  eicaping  to  the  woods, 
when  he  rallied  a  few  of  his  itiaggling  cODntrymen,  and  whence  he 
nlUmately  returned  to  Prance.  The  remainder,  with  the  fort,  fell  into  thff 
hand*  of  the  Spaniarda.  Nor  did  the  diaasten  of  the  French  end  here. 
The  vesaels  commanded  by  Ribsnt  were  diiven  on  shore  by  the  storms 
then  prevalent — many  of  the  people  lost — the  siirvivoiH  and  their  com- 
mander  became  prisoners  to  the  Spaniards.  The  French  were  cmally,  and 
with  bitter  taunts,  put  to  death.  Several  were  hung  from  neighbouring 
trees  with  this  insulting  l^end  : — '  Ceuz-ei  a'ont  pat  6U  Iraiti  de  la  tort& 
en  qwditi  de  Franfmt,  mait  commie  Mritiqva  et  ennemit  de  Dieu.' 

"  Ample  chastisement  was,  however,  about  to  be  inflicted.  Champlain, 
who  writes  of  this  transaction  with  the  blunt  and  honest  indignation  of  a 
soldier,  in  hia  own  familiar  uid  quaint  style,  observes — '  Cenx-ci  furent 
payfs  de  la  in£me  monnaye,  qn'ils  avoient  payee  les  Franfoia ' — ('  they 
were  repaid  in  the  same  coin  with  which  they  had  paid  the  French.') 
"  So  GSkalupeate  truly  mya— 

'  In  thcw  cuei. 
We  itill  haTc  judgOKnl  here  :  Uut  vb  but  tnck 
Blood;  inatnietions,  vhii:h,  beiog  tught,  ntum 
To  pligue  Uw  InTentoT,     Tlili  BTeu-huided  jnitice 
Cammcndi  the  ingrodiiaU  of  our  poivm'd  dulica 
ToODiownypi.' 

"  This  outrage  excited  the  deepest  indignation  in  France ;  bnt  the 
avowed  hatred  of  the  court  towards  Coligny  and  the  Huguenots  prevented 
pohlic  satisfaction  being  demanded  from  Philip  II.  The  instrument  of  m 
JDst  retribution  was  not  wanting  to  the  emergency  ;  bat  it  was  reserved  for 
a  private  individual  to  redeem  the  hononr  of  the  French  name.  '  En  I'an 
1067,'  says  Champlaiu,  '  se  presenta  le  brave  Chevalier  de  Qourgnes,  qui 
plein  de  valenr  et  de  courage,  pour  venger  cet  affront  fait  k  la  nation 
Francois,  et  recognoissant  qu'aucun  d'entre  la  noblesse,  dont  la  France 
foisoune,  ne  I'offroit  poui  tirei  laison  d'one  telle  injure,  entreprint  de  le 
bire.''-('  In  the  year  1S67,  there  presented  himself  the  brave  Chevalier  de 
Ooarguea,  who,  fall  of  valour  and  courage,  to  avenge  the  insult  on  the 
French  nation,  and  observing  that  none  among  the  noliility,  with  whom 
France  abouQded,  ofTered  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  such  an  injury,  under- 
took himself  to  do  so.'}  He  was  a  gentleman  of  Qascony,  and  there  were 
at  that  period  few  inferior  officers  in  France,  or  perhaps  in  aU  Europe,  who 
hod  acquired  a  more  brilliant  repntation  in  war,  or  had  undergone  greater 
viciudtadea.  When  very  yoong  he  bad  served  in  Italy  with  honour ;  and 
on  one  occaaiou,  having  the  command  of  a  small  band  of  thirty  men,  near 
Sienna  in  Tuscany,  he  was  able  for  a  considerable  time  to  withstand  and 
K^aUe  the  assault  of  a  part  of  the  Spanish  army ;  until,  all  hia  men  being 
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■Un,  be  jkMad  liiiiiMiir  priwoT.  Cootmr  to  tfae  l^n  id  «h  tmaag 
g«BaraufDM,te«a«MnttotliB9dili7tiiiciHin^M»niU>eT-«lav*.  Tb» 
pllsf  to  wbieh  tliBiBdi£iuiitDeOoBTgiHwiBceBdeBB0d,irei«ftanraiida 
a^>timd  faj  th«  Totb  on  tbe  Sidliu  oout,  and  Mnt  into  Rliodea.  Again 
patting  to  MS  wHli  *  Tnrkiali  aaw,  it  waa  enooBDtered  and  taken  bj  th* 
plkya  of  t]ia  Kmi^ita  (tf  Malta,  and  Do  OouigoM  recovered  his  libertj 
and  bii  nroid.  He  afterward!  made  atrenl  paw^^  to  Brail  and  tb« 
•oaat  (rfAMea,>till  traamringiipTangeanos  on  the  SpMuarda :  and  be  had 
jaat  ivtnned  to  Franca  tram  ene  of  hii  loyagw,  with  ths  rqnrtation  erf  the 
knvoat  and  moat  able  among  bar  naTigalora,  wban  ha  heard  of  the  diiaa 
tram  tale  of  l»  Cazolina,  and  the  dii^iKoefnl  manner  in  iriiicli  lui  eonntjj-- 
nen  had  bean  pat  to  death  fa;  the  Bpanianla,  Like  4  patriot,  ha  fdt 
kamfy  fix  ths  honmr  of  hia  oaroitiy ;  and  aa  a  man,  he  bmned  &v  an 
oppoitanit^  of  natiitini;  hia  long  donuatit  revanga  cm  the  porfidioaa 
Bpaniarda,  fei  their  nnworthj  treatment  of  himtelf.  At  thii  time,  too^ 
than  WM  arcnlated  in  FtaDce  a  narratJTe  wtitied,  the  '  GappUcatioD  ei 
the  widuwi  and  diildren  of  those  who  had  bean  maaeaaed  in  Flonda,' 
ealculated  to  rooae  the  national  feeling  to  the  hi^ort  pitch.  Tbcae  imilcd 
motives  aiged  De  Oouiignea  to  »  cbivslroiu  nndertaking — no  lees  than  to 
diaae  the  mnrdeTona  invaden  from  the  coatta  of  Florida  at  the  nf ord'e 
point,  or  to  die  in  the  attempt.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  make  hia 
prepaiationa,  which,  however,  were  eoncealed  with  great  akill  and  addiew. 
He  raised  a  cooaidetable  mm  bj  selling  his  proper^,  and  hj  loaot  obtained 
from  his  friends ;  and  disgnidng  bis  real  pnrpoae,  gave  ont  that  he  was  boond, 
aa  before,  to  the  African  coast.  The  iqnadniii  consisted  of  three  vessel*, 
with  crews  arnonnthig  to  SOO  eonls,  amplj  provided  for  twelve  months. 
Thiueq<iipped,heBailed,on  the  23n]Angast,  1667,  from  Bonrdeaiix;  and 
after  some  time  b^an  to  nofold  his  real  dengn,  expatiating  in  glowing 
language  on  the  glory  of  the  attempt,  and  the  rlghteocsneis  of  the  qnarrel. 

"^t«edn>fD»Q<mrguet,fnMCIuimplaiit: — 'Mes  compagnoni  et  fiddles 
xmis  de  nu  fortune,  vou  n'estes  pas  ignoiaiu  combien  je  cheria  lea  biavea 
eDQiagea  eomme  vona,  et  I'avei  assei  tesmoign^  par  la  belle  resolutioD  qns ' 
Tons  aves  prise  de  me  snivre  et  aasisler  en  Ions  lei  perils  et  basards  himorablea 
qne  noos  auroni  a  aonfl^r  et  earayer,  lorsqa'ils  se  presenteront  devant  noa 
jrenx,  et  I'estat  qne  je  fais  de  la  eonserratioii  de  vosvies;  nedeurant point 
vons  embarqaer  an  risqne  d'ui  enterprtM  que  je  ne  sfanrois  renssir,  ian» 
ruine  sans  honnenr :  ce  seroit  I  moy  nne  trop  grand  et  blamable  t^m£rit^, 
de  baiarder  vos  penonnea  i  nn  deisein  d'an  accez  si  difficile ;  ce  qae  je 
ne  croj  poa  eatre,  bien  qne  j'aye  employ^  tine  bonne  partie  de  mon  bien  et 
de  mes  amis,  poar  ^qaipp«r  ces  yaisseanx  et  lea  mettre  en  mer,  eetant  le 
seal  entreprenenr  de  toot  le  voyage.  Mais  tont  eels  ne  me  donne  pas  tant 
de  injet  de  m'affliger,  comme  j'en  ay  de  me  resjonir,  de  tods  voir  ton* 
nsolns  k  Due  antre  entieprise,  qne  retonmeiA  a  votre  gloire,  Sfavolr  d'aller 
Tenger  Vinjnre  qae  nostre  nation  a  receOe  des  Eapagnols,  qni  ont  fait  nne 
telle  playe  h  la  France,  qa'elle  atugnets  &  jamais,  par  lea  snpplicea  et 
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traictemeiu  in&mM  qs'ili  mt  bit  Muflrir  k  nos  Fnui9oia,  et  excere^  do 
enuatei  barbarei  et  urnaii  en  leor  endroit.  Lm  nosMitimeiu  qse  j'en 
ay  qnelqnafoiB,  m'an  font  jeUar  dea  Unnes  de  oompaMion,  et  me  releveat 
le  courage  de  telle  aort,  qne  je  soia  reaola  avao  I'awiitaaeB  de  Diea,  et  J& 
voetre,  de  prendre  nne  jnata  Tengeonoe  d'nn*  telle  Moimie  et  cniantj 
Bgpagnolle,  de  cea  emnrs  laches  et  poltrona,  qni  ont  anipib  mal-heurBoa^- 
ment  noa  compatrioti]  qo'ila  n'eoMent  o»i  Tegaidei  sur  la  iihan  da  lenra 
annea.  Ill  aont  wmai  mal  logei,  et  lea  aoiprandiona  aia^ment  J^j  daa 
hommai  en  mea  TiiMeanx  qui  cognainent  traa-bieii  Is  pais,  et  podtodb  y 
allu  «n  aeniet^.  Voicy,  oben  corapagoona,  an  mljett  da  lelever  dm 
coongsa,  ititm  puoietre  que  Tons  avei  antant  de  boikite  Tolcmti  i.  ixicaiMt 
ee  boo  deawin,  qne  Tona  ktb  d'affeotion  k  me  anine  i  ne  aerat  vons  pM 
ocntents  de  nmpcxtai  lai  lanrian  thom}diana  da  la  dwpDnille  da  voa 
annamial' 

" '  Companioiu,  and  bitbful  friandi  of  mj  fbitnnea,  jon  are  not  ignorant 
how  highly  I  valae  brave  mm  like  ymnelToa.  Yonr  connga  yon  have 
■offidently  proved  by  yoDi  nobla  leaolntioit  to  accompany  me  in  all  the 
dangen  wdiieh  we  ahall  have  to  encoonter,  aa  they  aucceaaiTaly  preacni 
tbemMlvM :  my  regard  for  yon  I  bare  ibowii  by  the  tare  I  have  lakan  for 
the  aafety  of  yonr  livaa.  I  deaire  not  to  endiatk  yarn  in  any  enterpiiae 
which  may  Temlt  in  diahoaaniahle  foilnre :  it  would  be  in  me  a  lar  too 
great  sad  blameable  temerity  to  baaaid  yonr  aafety  in  any  desipi  mt 
difGonlt  of  aceomplidiment,  which,  however,  I  do  not  coniider  Uua  one  to 
be ;  ieeing  that  I  iiave  employed  in  It  a  good  part  of  my  own  fortune,  and 
that  of  my  faiands,  in  eqsipping  theae  veaaala,  ood  pntting  to  aaa,  myself 
being  the  Kile  undertaker  of  the  voyage.  Bnt  all  thie'dosi  not  give  ma  S« 
much  eanie  for  regret,  bh  1  have  reaaon  to  rejoice,  woeing  yon  aU  reaolved 
spoD  anoUier  enteipriee,  which  will  redound  to  yonr  gloty,  namely,  to 
avenge  the  immlt  cnffned  by  onr  nation  frnn  the  ^wniardi,  who  have 
inflicted  an  incni^le  wonnd  npon  Fnnoe  by  their  infunoni  treatment, 
and  the  barbarons  and  nnhaardmf  craeltiea  they  have  axerciaed  npon  onr 
eonntiymen.  The  deaeriptiou  of  theae  wmnga  has  «anaed  me  to  ahed  team 
of  pity  J  and  inspirea  me  now  with  sndi  datsmiiiuition,  that  I  am  reaolved, 
with  the  aauatance  of  Ood  and  yonr  aid,  to  take  a  just  ravet^  for  thia 
felonioDi  outrage  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards, — those  base  and  cowardly 
men,  who  nnhai^ly  doatroyed  our  friends  by  nupriaa,  whom  with  arms 
in  their  hands  tbay  dared  not  to  have  looked  in  the  hoo.  The  enemy  ia 
poorly  lodged,  and  may  ba  easily  laipriseiL  I  have  on  boud  persona  who 
know  the  eoimtiy  wall,  and  we  can  reach  it  in  safety.  Hera,  my  dear 
eompanims,  here  is  a  subjsot  to  nmse  onr  coniage  1  Let  ne  tee  that  yon 
have  as  good  will  to  perform  this  noble  design,  aa  yon  had  a&ction  to 
follow  my  peiwm  I  Will  yon  not  rajoica  to  bear  aw^  triumphant  laurels, 
bought  by  tha  spoil  and  rain  of  our  enemiea  1' 

"'This  enthusiastkapeeeh  produced  its  full  eSect-  Each  soldier  ahouted 
assent  to  the  generona  ptDpoaal,  and  waa  ready  to  reply  with  Enryalna, 
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*  Bit  luci  nt  uiuniu  lodi  oontemptor,  et  utm 
Qtd  irltA  beni  ereiUt  emi,  quo  tsDdo,  bononmr 

'  Like  tliiDC,  (U)  bomn  glow*  with  mvtiil  fluD*, 
Bnrdt  with  ■  (Mini  of  life,  ud  lova  of  bm* — 
Aod  thinks,  if  cndltM  glorf  an  ha  *Du|lit 
On  luch  low  tansi,  ths  piizs  ii  cboiplr  Irangfat.' 

"HsTiDgtliVBobtBiDedtliefTillco-opeTatdonofhUgall&Qtbuid.DeQoiirgasc 
tteered  for  tha  coast  of  Florida,  uid  paised  Kfflw  time  in  Teconuoitriiig  the 
poeitiou  of  the  Spaniard!,  and  in  acquiring  from  the  Indiana  full  porticnlan 
of  their  strength  and  resonreea.  These  vere,  indeed,  diffidently  formidable, 
amoanting  to  400  fighting  men,  pFovlded  with  eyerj  mmiition  of  war.  No 
waydiscoDTsgedbj  this  snperioritj  of  numbers  and  of  position,  DeOonipiee 
made  B  fnrions  attack  npon  the  two  foiti,  on  the  Aaj  before  the  Suidajr 
called  the  Quasimodo,  in  April,  1SS8,  intending  to  capture  them  by 
escalade.  The  Spaniards  offered  a  veiy  gallant  lematance ;  bnt  the  fur 
«nd  impetnositj  of  the  French,  stimolated  by  national  antipathy,  by  the 
particnlar  uatnTO  of  the  revenge  which  they  contemplated,  and  fiied  by  tbe 
Taloor  and  personal  example  of  Iheir  heroic  chief,  soon  mnnonnted  all 
opposition.  '  Nostre  generenx  Cberalier  De  Oonrgnea,'  says  Qtamplain, 
exnltingly,  '  le  coatelas  k  la  main,  leor  enflamme  le  conrage,  at  comnM  on 
lion  it  la  teste  des  siens,  gaigne  le  dessns  da  rempart,  repousse  les  Espagnola, 
se  fut  Toye  panni  enx.'  '  Oar  brave  Chevalier  De  Oougnea,  sword  in 
hand,  inflames  their  conrage,  aod  like  a  lion  at  the  head  of  his  troop, 
moants  the  rampart,  overthrows  the  Spaniards,  and  cuts  bis  way  throng 
them.'  The  bte  of  ths  Spaniards  was  sealed ;  many  were  killed  in  tlie 
forts,  the  rest  taken,  or  pot  to  death  by  the  Indians.  De  Oonrgnes,  thus 
crowned  with  victory,  and  having  fnlly  succeeded  in  an  cDterprise  whidi 
to  him  seemed  so  tmly  gloriona,  bronght  all  the  piiaoners  to  the  spot  where 
the  French  had  been  massacred,  and  where  the  inscription  of  Henendes  yet 
remained.  After  reproaching  his  &llen  enemies  with  their  emelty  and 
perfidy,  he  caused  them  to  be  hung  from  the  same  trees,  affixing  this 
writing  in  the  place  of  the  former : — '  Je  n'ay  pas  fait  pendre  ceux-<i 
comme  Espagnols,  mais  comme  Trutrea,  Volenrs,  et  Menrtrina.' 
'  I  hang  these  peiaons  not  as  being  Spaniards,  bat  as  traiton,  robbery 
and  mardereiB.' 

"  De  Oonrgoes,  on  developing  his  reAl  design  and  destinalioti  to  Florida, 
which  he  did  in  the  first  instance  to  his  choaen  friends,  had  pathetically 
compluned  that  ever  since  he  had  heard  of  the  Spanish  outrage  at 
La  Caroline,  be  had  been  nnable,  however  wearied  with  toil,  to  obtaiB 
his  amal  rest  by  night ;  that  his  imagination  was  ever  occupied  by  the 
semblance  of  his  conntrjmaen  hanging  from  the  trees  of  Florida ;  that  his 
ears  were  startled  with  piercing  cries  for  vengeance ;  and  that  sleep, 
'  Nature's  soft  tinne,'  wonld  never  visit  him  again, — 
'  No  more  mold  weigh  hk  efelid*  dmni. 
And  iteep  his  uniii  la  fbigatfiilnMi,' 
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until  ha  bad  wod  her  office*  b;  s  fell  Mid  ezqniidte  reTenge  oa  Uie  Spanurdi. 
The  occompluhDMut  of  hia  cheruhed  pnipoce  most  have  beea  a  high  and 
vivifying  relief  to  an  ardent  cpirit  lika  Da  Ooargiiei.  He  now  declared 
with  esnlling  delight,  that  sleep,  that  '  balm  of  hnit  minda,'  had  once 
more  deigned  to  visit  his  couch,  and  that  hia  rest  waa  bow  iweet  like  that 
of  a  man  delivered  from  a  burthen  of  miaerj  too  great  to  bear  I 

"  Having  accomplished  this  remarkable  expedition,  and  inflicted,  in  a  spirit 
accordant  with  that  of  the  times,  a  teirible  retribution  on  the  Spaniaidi, 
De  Goorgnes  sailsd  from  the  coast  of  Florida  on  the  3rd  of  Ma^,  and 
arrived  in  France  on  the  6th  of  June,  where  he  was  received  bj  the  people 
with  sveiT  token  of  joj  and  approbation.  In  couBeqneuce,  however,  of 
the  demand  of  the  King  of  Spain  for  redress,  be  was  compelled  to  absent 
himself  for  some  time,  until  the  anger  of  the  Conrt  permiUed  him  to 
reappear.  The  narrative  of  this  expedition  was  long  preaerved  in  the 
family  of  De  Gonrguee, 

"  Chsmplain,  in  whose  Feyafftt  this  romantic  storj  is  to  be  foand,  seems 
to  have  been  a  passionate  admirer  of  the  condnct  of  De  Gonrgnea,  and 
thos  enthadaatically  coneladet  his  account  of  the  expedition : — 

"  '  Ainsi  ce  genereux  chevalier  repan  I'bonnenr  de  la  nation  Fnwf  oil*, 
qne  lee  Eapagnols  avoient  ofieus^  ;  ce  qu'autrement  eust  6t6  dd  regret 
a  jamais  poor  la  France,  s'il  n'enst  veng£  I'affiront  j/tc&i  de  la  nation 
Eapaguolle.  Eutreprise  g^i^uae  d'nn  gentilhonune,  qui  I'execnta  k  sea 
propres  cousta  at  deepens,  senlement  ponr  Hioaneur,  sans  aatre  esp^rance ; 
ce  qai  lui  a  r^usai  glorieusement,  et  ceste  gloiie  eat  plus  a  piiser  que  tons 
les  tresoTS  dn  monde.'  '  Thus  did  this  brave  knight  repair  the  hononr  of 
the  French  nation,  insulted  bj  the  Spauiaida ;  which  otherwise  bad  been 
an  eveilsBting  subject  of  regret  to  France,  if  he  had  not  avenged  the  «&oDt 
received  from  the  Spanish  people.  A  generoiiB  enterprise,  nsdertaken  bj 
a  gentleman,  and  executed  at  bis  own  cost,  for  honour^  sake  alone,  withont 
aof  other  expectation  ;  and  one  which  reanlted  in  obtaimi^  for  him  a  gloiy 
far  man  valuable  than  all  the  treasnrea  of  the  world.' " 


No.  XVII. 

"  Un  anciea  misdonnaire,  le  Fire  Panl  le  Jenne,  a  fait  one  description 
de  la  maniire  de  vie  des  missionnaires  parmi  les  sanvages  dn  Canada. 
II  parla  ici  des  Montagnaia  qn'il  a  snivi  dans  nne  cluwse  pendant  l*hi*er, 
je  vais  transcrire  sa  relation  preaqoe  mot  pour  mot : — 

" '  Ces  eauvages  bsbitent  nn  pays  extremement  rude  et  inenlte,  mais  il 
ne  I'est  pas  encore  antant  que  celui,  qu'ila  choisissent  poar  leura  chaases. 
11  faut  marcher  long-tems  pour  j  arriver,  et  porter  snr  son  dos  tout  ce  dont 
on  pent  avoir  besoin  pendant  cinq  on  six  mois,  par  des  chemins  qnelquefoia 
n  affrenx,  qne  I'oii  ne  comprend  paa  comment  les  B£tas  Fanvet  penvant  j 
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(Mwi  j  ri  <m  B'av«il  pat  U  pioc»tioit  da  at  funinir  i'tooitm  d'AArea,  ok 
joe  tranTef  nit  j/a*  de  qioi  ■«  mettn  k  cohtcH  da  Is  jdv;«  at  d*  la  imge 
psndut  U  oheoim.  I>£a  qn'im  est  parvwn  an  toima  on  ■'MconuMda  on 
pen  nusQX,  m»ia  m  mlcnx  na  connate,  qn'^  ce  qn'on  n^  a«t  pu  auta 
ceaaa  axpoa^  a  tontea  1m  injiuea  da  I'sir. 

" '  Tout  le  monde  j  InnUle,  et  iaa  aiaaJoniiairea,  qm  dans  eea  com^ 
maaeamena  n'aToiaiit  panoune  pooi  ka  awrir,  et  pour  qui  lea  aauTagea 
n'avount  aoenne  couid^ntioa,  n'^toiant  paa  ploa  £pai^ft  qua  lea  antrea, 
oa  na  leur  dooiutt  paa  mboe  da  cabanne  a^par^,  et  il  £Uloit  qn'ils  te 
logeaisant  dau  la  prenu^,  tA  I'm  vonlait  bien  ka  raearoii.  ^Tea 
cabannea,  parmi  la  pldpart  dea  Nationa  Algonqninea,  aont  i  pen  pria  da 
la  figar«  da  noa  QUcitava,  toadea,  and  teimia^  eo  oone ;  ellea  n'ont  ptnnt 
d'antrea  laAtuna,  qaa  de  peiehaa  plants  dana  la  naige,  attaeh^  enaamble 
par  la>  astr^nitaa,  at  oonvertea  d'aoonNa  aaaai  ma)  Jmntea,  at  mal  attach^ 
aoasi  le  rent  j  entn-t-il  de  tontu  paita. 

" '  Lear  ftbriqae  eat  I'oBTiBga  dWa  damia  banrs  an  plna,  dea  btanebea  de 
fiapin  7  tienoant  lien  de  tiattea,  at  od  b^  a  point  d'antraa  lita.  Ce  qn^l  j 
a  de  commode,  <)*eat  qn'on  pent  lea  chanfer  tona  Iaa  jonn ;  lea  neigea 
TumaiiAia  lont  antonr  fonoent  nna  a^aee  da  parapet,  qni  a  eon  ntiUt^  lea 
vsnU  a'f  p^^treot  pwnL  Oeat  la  long  et  i  I'abri  de  oe  pantpet  qn'm 
dort  anaai  tmnqoiUement  aor  eaa  braaebaga^  aoavefta  d'nne  mecliante  peaa 
qne  dana  1«  msillenT  lit ;  il  en  mAte  i  la  Terittf  an  miaaioiinairea  poar  a^ 
accofltomar,  maia  la  fatigna  et  la  naceaaiU  lea  j  redoiBmit  bientAt.  II  n'^ 
eat  paa  tont-a-iait  de  toAtna  de  la  fnm^,  qaa  pteaqne  tonjonis  renplit 
feUement  le  bant  de  la  cabaane,  qn'on  ne  peat  j  fitrs  de  boat,  aan*  avoir 
la  t£te  dana  nne  eipiee  i*  tonrbilloB.  Cela  ne  bit  aneone  peine  asx 
aaun^ea,  habitoia  d^  I'atibnee  k  Mn  aaaia  i  tarn,  on  eoadi^  toat  la 
tarns,  fa'ila  aont  daDalanrs  eabannea,nuua  c'M  an  gn»d  mppliea  poor  lea 
Fnn^oia,  i  qni  cette  inaction  ne  oonviant  paa. 

" '  D'aillewB  le  vent,  qni  entie  eomme  ja  I'ai  remarqatf,  par  tons  lee  edt^ 
y  Boaflte  od  froid,  qnl  tnaait  dVne  part,  tandia  qn^n  4toafft,  at  qn'on  eat 
giill£  de  I'antre.  Sonvent  on  ne  ae  Toit  point  ii  deux  on  troia  piada,  on 
peid  lea  jenx  k  foroe  de  pleuter,  et  il  j  a  dea  tena,  oik,  pom  le^irer  an 
pea,  il  £aQt  ae  tenir  coucb^  nu  le  ventre,  et  avoir  la  bonebe  preaqne  oolMa 
centre  la  teire ;  le  ploa  conrt  aeroit  de  aortir  dehon,  nuia  la  plApart  dn 
tema  on  ne  la  pent  paa ;  tanl^t  4  eanaa  d'nne  neige  ai  ^paiaae,  qn'ella 
obacnrdt  le  joor,  et  taat6t  pai  oa  qa'U  aonffle  nn  vent  aee,q«i  eo«pe  le  viaaga, 
et  fait  <cUter  lea  arbrea  dana  l«a  Ureta.  Capendant  nn  mianoanain  aal 
obligtf  de  dire  ion  office,  de  cA^Her  U  maeae,  at  de  a'aoqmttor  de  toatat 
lea  antrea  ionctiona  de  son  miniatera 

" '  A  toQtes  cea  iac(«iBiodit&  il  en  faat  qoMer  one  antra,  qui  d'abord 
vona  paroitia  pen  de  chose,  maia  qui  est  rMlanant  traa'Conaid6Bbla  i 
c'est  lapere^ution  dea  qbiena,  Lea  sanvagaa  enonttoaijoaiinn  fort  grand 
nombre,  qni  lea  loiTent  par  bint,  et  lenr  aont  tree  attaoh^a ;  pan  oaraaoaa, 
par  ce  qn'on  ne  lea  caraaia  jaBuia,  ouia  hanlia  at  hal " 
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fl^k  dtt  qn'on  1m  drow»  da  bouM  hman  pov  1m  diSemLtM  ahwMi, 
anaqdellM  oa  vmA  lea  appliqner ;  j'ftjdoU  qn'il  fant  en  aTolr  bcanconp 
pom  ehacnne,  pucA-qn^  «ti  p67t  mi  gnnd  nombra  pw  1m  danti  «t  p»r  1m 
coiw  iIm  Hftnn  fhnrM.  qn'UaattaqvetitBTaciiiieonnge,  qiwrioi  nenbnte. 
Lt  won  d«  1m  nonnir  ooenpe  b^pen  laon  maitna,  il*  Tivent  do  ce  qn'ili 
pmrmt  Utnqter,  et  cel»  ne  t»  pu  bieo  loin,  uica  aonl  ill  tonjonis  fort 
msigrM ;  d'ailleon  ill  ont  pen  de  poil,  ce  qni  1m  rand  (brt  leiuiblM  an  fioid.' 

"  Poor  ■'an  ^nntir,  a'ila  na  penvent  approdtar  da  fan,  oA  11  art  difficile 
qn'il*  iiniwnnt  tanir  tona,  qnand  ratee  il  n'j  aardt  penonae  dana  la 
Mliamio,  ill  vont  m  eoncher  anr  1m  piamien,  qn'ila  raneoatrent,  at  aonvanl 
OD  aa  i^ailla  la  nnit  an  ninwt,  pnaqne  ^tonS^  pv  danx  on  trail  efaiena. 
8'ili  Aoient  na  pen  plna  diacnts,  et  le  pla^oient  mienx,  Icni  eompagnie  na 
MToit  paa  trop  QehanM,  on  ■'an  acoommodaroit  mteie  aMW,  mail  ila  at 
plaoant  oA  ill  penvent ;  ou  a  bean  1m  chaw,  ila  nriMment  d'aboid. 
C'aat  bien  pii  encoca  le  joni ;  dia  qnll  paioit  qnelqna  choM  it  manger,  il 
linit  voii  1m  monTemeni  qn'ila  m  dounent  jxrar  an  aToir  laor  part.  Vm 
panvre  DUMMnaire  eat  A  dami  coneh^  anpria  dn  fmpoQrdiKaon&tfiriain^ 
an  pom  lire  nn  Uttb,  en  Inttant  da  aon  mianx  contra  la  funte,  at  il  Ent 
qn'il  evaye  aneoie  l^portanitd  d'nna  doaiaina  de  cbieoi,  qni  na  font  qua 
pawar  et  repiiir  am  Ini,  en  aoniaot  aprh  nn  moroMn  de  viaade,  qalla 
oat  ai^ci^.  Sll  a  beaein  d'nn  pen  de  repM,  i  paisa  troav«n>t'il  nn  pgtit 
laeoin,  oil  il  awt  k  I'abri  de  cetta  v^iution.  Si  cd  loi  apporla  i  manger, 
Im  ehieni  ont  plntot  mia  le  mtusan  dane  ton  plat,  qnlL  n^aport^  Umaini 
at  lonTsnt  tandia  qall  Mt  oeeapi  k  d^fendra  n  portion  conba  cans,  qni 
I'attaqaeBt  da  front,  il  en  vient  nn  par  deniare,  qni  Inl  anlbre  la  moiti^ 
Ml  qui  en  le  bevtant,  Ini  fait  tombar  la  plat  dM  maiu,  at  rripacdra  m 
■^amit^  dana  1m  oendtaa. 

"  AaMi  MU'rent  laa  manx,  dont  je  viMia  de  pariar,  aant  effiM^  par  nn  plna 
grand,  at  an  prix  dnqnel  tona  1m  antna  na  aont  rien ;  e'aat  la  faita.  Lm 
proriabHU,  qo'on  a  appoit^M,  na  dnrent  pas  lontemi,  «B  a  oompt^  mr  la 
ifaaiw,  at  alle  na  donna  paa  lonjcnta.  II  Mt  vrai  qna  1m  nnvagM  tfarent 
andmer  la  bum  avec  aotant  de  patianoe,  qaVi  ^tportant  pen  de  prtontiona 
pom  a'en  gaiantit ;  naii  iti  *e  tiWTent  qoriqnefbii  rMnila  k  ana  n  gnuda 
oxtrjmit^,  qnU  j  aaocombenl.  La  iQiarionuuie,da  qni  j'u  tii^  ea  dAul, 
fnt  oblige  dana  ion  piemiar  byvamement,  de  maDget  Im  peanx  d'agnillM 
at  d'dana,  dont  il  ayoit  i^petaM^  m  MoUnna ;  quia  qnoi  il  lol  Mint  *e 
Bonndr  dM  jannM  bcandtaa,  at  dM  plni  tandrM  ^eorcM  dM  ariwea.  II 
•6ntint  n<ai>mnina  catia  £p*«nTe,  nni  qne  n  lant^  en  ttt  altai^,  mak  tooa 
n'an  ont  paa  ea  la  fiwca. 

"  Id  aaola  malpropraU  dM  obannM,  at  Vinfaetion,  qni  en  Mt  nne  nita 
nfaiiMira,  aont  pom  toat  antra  qn'nn  aauTaga,  nn  viai  anpfjiea ;  il  eat 
aia^  da  jngw  juqn'ott  I'nna  at  I'antn  doivenl  alter  pannl  dM  gena,  qni  na 
riiangHd  da  bardaa,  qna  qnaad  Im  lean  tembant  par  lambeanx,  at  qni 
n'nt  anl  mib  da  Im  nattayar.  L'M  ila  «a  baigieM  tona  Im  jena,  maia 
ila  aa  frattmit  UMi>Ut  dlinila  on  da  praiaw  d'nna  odau  foita.  Llijw  ila 
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demenrent  d«iu  lear  crsgae,  et  d&us  toni  1m  tonM  on  ne  prat  «itnt  (Um 
lenn  etbtanet,  qn'on  ne  loit  empeat^. 

"  Non  ienlemuit  tout  ce  qa'Ua  nuugent  ert  Mm  s^"^  ^  OTdinairement 
fort  iniipide,  nuii  il  regno  dans  IsarB  repu  one  nulpropret^,  qni  pnwm  toot 
ca  qn'on  en  pent  dire :  ee  qne  j'en  ai  vA,  et  ce  qu'on  m'en  laconte  Tone 
feroit  honeor.    II 7  a  bien  pen  d'animam,  qui  ne  mangeot  plni  piopne- 

"  Conune  lei  villagei  sunt  toajonis  tatnit,  on  snpr^  dee  bois,  on  aor  le 
bord  dee  eanx,  die  qne  I'air  commence  k  ^6cbaaSBT,  lea  Maringoaini  et 
nne  qnaotit^  prodigienBe  d'autrae  moachemna,  excitent  une  peie&ntion 
bien  plus  vive  encore  qne  celle  de  la  fnm^,  qu'on  set  meme  aouTent  oblig^ 
u'«ppeller  ^  son  aeconn  car  il  n'y  a  presqae  point  d'autre  r^mMe  contra 
1a  piqnes  de  cea  petitea  ineectei,  qni  Tons  mettent  tont  le  corpe  en  fen,  et 
ne  Tona  permettent  point  de  dormir  en  repos.  Ajontei  i  cela  lei  maichea 
aouTent  U>Tc4eH,  et  toajoore  tr^  rode*,  qni'il  &nt  &ire  i  la  enite  de  cet 
Barbarei,  tantot  dans  I'eaa  joaqn'  k  la  ceintnre,  tantot  dana  la  fange  jnaqn' 
anx  genonz ;  dani  lea  boia  (tnx  tiavera  dei  roncea  et  dei  ^pinea,  avec 
danger  d'en  £tre  avengl^ ;  dana  lea  campagnea,  o^  rien  ne  garautit  d'nu 
■oleil  ansii  ardent  en  4ti  qoe  le  vent  eat  piqaaot  pendant  I'hiver.  Bi  I'oa 
Yoyage  en  canot,  la  poetnre  genanle,  oil  il  &nt  e^  tenir,  I'inaction  ou  I'on 
y  eat,  le  pen  de  locidt^  qn'on  pent  avoir  avec  dee  gene  qni  ne  s^rent  lian, 
qni  ne  parlent  jamait  qoand  ils  aont  occnp^,  qni  Toaa  infectant  par  lenr 
manvaiae  odenr,  et  qni  vona  rempliasent  de  Balat&  et  de  Tennine,  lea 
caprices  et  lea  manieiea  bniaqnea  qu'il  en  faat  eaanyer,  lea  avaiicea,  aox 
qnelles  on  eat  expoi^  de  la  part  d'un  iTTogne,  on  d'oa  honune  qne  qnelqna 
accident  inopin^,  nn  aonge,  on  aonvenir  facheni,  font  entrer  en  manvaiae 
hemear,  la  capidit^  qni  nait  aia^ent  dana  le  ccenr  de  obi  barbares,  et  qni 
a  coAt^  la  vie  it  plna  d'nn  miaionnaire,  et  si  la  guerre  est  declare  entre  lee 
nations  parmi  lesqnellee  on  ae  trouve,  le  danger  qn'on  court  aaui  ceeaa,  on 
de  ae  voir  tont  i  conp  rtinit  &  la  plua  dnie  aerritnde,  on  de  p6ir  dans  lee 
plaa  affreox  tonrmena.  Voilit  la  vie  qn'  ont  meiL^  anitont  las  preniieia 
nuantmnairea." — Charievoix,  vol.  vi.,  p.  69. 

The  lives  of  hardihip  here  described  wens  in  man;  cases  terminated  b; 
horrible  deaths.  The  following  is  one  relation,  out  of  many  of  tlie  same 
nature: — 

"  lis  Bvoient  avec  enx  lea  PP.  Jean  de  Brebenf  et  Oabriel  Lallemaut, 
Beven  dee  PP.  Charles  et  Jerome  Lallemant,  dout  nona  avons  parl^ ;  et 
ill  n'avoient  pn  engager  ni  I'nn  ni  I'antre  k  se  mettre  en  lien  de  aflret^. 
11  elit  ponrtant  dte  mienz  qn'Ui  ae  fnasent  partag^  et  qne  le  P.  da  Brebenf 
eAt  na^  de  non  antorit^  ponr  obliger  sou  compagnon  de  sniver  cenx,  qni 
avoient  pria  la  fuite  ;  maia  I'eiemple  tont  recent  du  P.  Daniel,  et  le  dangBT, 
od  ^tinent  nn  grand  nombre  de  cat&^nm£nes  de  monrir  aana  B^iteme, 
lenr  firent  croire  k  torn  lea  denx  qnHls  ns  devoient  pas  d^iemparw.  lis 
prirent  done  lenr  poate  chacnn  a  une  des  extr^mitA  de  I'attaqna,  et  ils 
fnrent  tonjonn  anz  endnuti  les  plus  expo*^  vniqqement  occnp^  k 
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iMptiMT  dea  monius,  et  ib  eacoangsr  lea  combstfauu  k  n'  srour  qua  Di«ii 

"  Enfin  bnii  le*  Hnronsfarimttn^  aapni,  etlesdeoxminioiuuimfnreiit 
dnnombra  de*  denuen.  Lea  vkinqnenrs  mirent  ensnite  la  fea  Huicabuinaa, 
■fit  Teprirent  ovec  lei  priBoniera  et  toot  la  bntio,  la  chemin  de  S.  Ignace. 

"  De  St.  Igiuee,  oil  j'ai  dit  qn'on  lea  avoit  condiut*  d'abord,  iU  BToient 
4ii  Tameo^  h  St.  LoQis,  et  ila  j  forent  refos,  comme  on  &  coAtnme  ds 
Teceroir  lea  priaonnien  de  guerre ;  on  lea  ^pargna  m£me  d'antant  nioini, 
que  lenr  ptocke  Aoit  fait,  et  qu'oa  avoit  r^ln  de  ne  tea  paa  mener  ploa 
loin.  Le  P.  de  Brsbenf,  qne  ringt  ann^  de  trayanx  lea  plaa  c^»blM  de 
faire  moatir  toiu  lea  aentimeiii  DatorelH,  nn  charact^  d'eaprit  d'aos 
fermet^  a  r^prenve  de  tont;  one  vertn  nonme  dana  la  vile  tonjonra 
prochaise  d'une  mart  crnelle,  et  p«rt^  joaqa'i  en  &ure  I'objet  de  tea  tcbhx 
lea  plaa  ardena  ;  pi^renn  d'aHleara  par  plna  d'nn  avertisaemeDt  create 
que  aea  vceax  aeroieut  exanc&j  ae  rioit  ^;alement  et  dea  manacea  et  dea 
tortnrea  mlmea ;  maia  la  Tile  de  aea  chera  neophjtea  cmeUement  tiaitft  & 
aea  jma,  repandoit  one  grande  ameitnme  edj  la  joye,  qnll  reaaentoit  de 
Toir  aea  eaperaucee  aceompliea. 

"  Son  compagnoD,  Oabiiel  lAllemant,  qni  ne  biaoit  que  d'entrer  dana  la 
caniira  Apoatoliqne,  oil  il  avoit  apport^  plna  de  coacaga  que  de  force,  et 
qoi  ^toit  d'nne  complexion  aeiudble  et  delicate,  fat  anrtoat  pam  Ini 
jnaqn'an  dernier  aonpir  nn  giand  anjet  de  doolaor  et  dlnqnMtude.  Lea 
Iroqaoia  connaient  bien  d'abord  qa^la  anroieDt  i  foire  i,  an  homme,  i 
qa'ila  n^nroient  paa  le  plaiair  de  voir  echaper  la  moindre  foibleaae,  et 
comme  aila  enaaeot  appr^end^  qn'il  ne  communiqn&t  anx  antrea  aon 
inti^idit^,  ila  le  a^par^nt  apr^  qnelqne  tema  de  la  troupe  daa  priaonnien, 
le  firantmontar  aenl  anr  nn  ^hafant,  et  a'aehamirent  de  telle  aorta  inr 
Ini,  qa'ila  paroiaaoient  hoi*  d'euxmfmea  de  rage  et  de  d^aespoir. 

"  Tont  cela  n'empfahoit  point  le  aeiritenr  de  Dien  de  pailer  d'nne  Toix 
forte,  tautot  aax  Hnrona,  qui  ne  la  voyotent  plna,  maia  qni  pouToient  encore 
I'entendre ;  tantot  k  aea  bonireanx,  qu'il  exhortait  ft  craindre  la  colore  da 
ciel,  s'ili  coDtinnoient  k  pera^tei  lai  adoiateura  du  vrai  Diea.  Cette 
liberty  ^onna  lea  barbarea,  et  ila  an  furent  ehoquea,  qnuiqn'  accontnm^  i 
eaaujer  lea  brsvadea  de  leora  priaonnien  en  aamblablea  occaaiona.  Ila 
Tonlnrent  lai  impoaer  ailence,  et  n'en  ponvant  venir  ft  boat,  ila  Ini  eonpirent 
la  l^rre  inf^enre,  et  I'sxtr^mit^  da  nea,  Ini  appliqnerent  par  toot  le  corp« 
dea  torchaa  allnm^,  lui  brolerant  lea  genciTea,  at  enfia  Ini  anfon^irant 
daiia  le  goaiar  an  far  rougt  dana  le  fen. 

"  Llnvincible  miaaionaire  ae  TOTsat  pat  ce  dernier  conp  la  parole  inter- 
dite,  parnt  STee  an  riaage  aaaoi^,  et  nn  regard  ai  fenne  qa^  aembloit  donnar 
encore  la  loy  haeaennemia,  Un  moment  apiia  on  Ini  amena  aon  eompagnon 
dana  uu  ^aipage  bien  capable  de  toncher  nn  ccanr  comme  la  aien,  aoaai 
tandre  el  aoaai  compatiaaant  anr  lea  manz  d'anlni,  qn'il  ^it  inaenaible 
anx  aiena  proprea.    On  avoit  mia  d'abord  le  jenna  religienx  tont  nnd  et 
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^ria  I'lTUr  lonrnwwtf'  qndqne  Uou,  on  I'lToit  eKrtiapp6  iapait  1m  piada 
joaqa'i  la  Ut«  d'ecoret  de  t^in,  ei  on  h  praporoit  i  y  mettre  le  fen. 

"  DC*  qafU  si^MT^t  U  P.  de  Beilwaf  dtuw  I's&raz  Mat,  «l  mi  TwrMt 
mil,  il  fr^njt  d'*bord,  «n«nit«  tni  dil  cm  pwrdM  da  I'Apotra,  Aiiw  mmm 
iU  mU  iptctaeh  am  memib,  <m»  tmget,  tt  ami  Aommm,'  Le  Pen  InirVnidit 
par  Hue  donoe  mcliiutian  de  Ute,  at  daai  ee  moment  le  P.  LttUanant  ma 
troavaDt  libra,  ooonit  m  jattai  It  rm  ^ecU,  Um  rMpaeUsnwBWiit  M* 
pl^M,  at  le  conjm  de  radoDbler  anprtt  da  Seignenr  aw  piiirea,  pou  Ini 
ofatenir  U  patienoe,  et  la  toy,  qn*!!  vojoit,  ajo0t*-t-tl  Ktm  beaqnwp  d« 
eonfuion,  rar  le  pouU  de  Ini  tfd^pK  ii  toat  moment.  On  le  repnt 
■oantot,  et  on  mit  le  fen  aox  ecorcM,  dout  U  &>it  coaTert. 

"  liee  bonrraanx  a'arrttirent  qnelqne  toga  pottr  goOter  l»  pUiar  de  le  Toir 
brAler  lantement,  et  d'entendi*  an  aoapin  et  1m  g^raiaaenuna,  qa^  m 
pOQToit  a'empUieT  da  pcoMer.  Ila  le  laiaaireat  uwnile  qaalqw  tema, 
poor  &ii«  nmgir  dM  hadiM  de  fer,  dont  ils  firent  nn  ooUier,  qa'ila  miiant 
an  eon  do  P.  de  K<ri)eiif ;  nwia  oe  noctTeaa  npplice  n'iUwila  paa  ploa  I* 
aaint  martTr,  qoa  n'avdent  fait  1m  antna,  et  oomme  1m  barbarea  cbeichoieot 
qaelqne  nonveati  tonnnsnt,  pour  ta<:lier  da  vaincre  bo  courage  qui  ks 
irritoit,  im  Hnnm  apoatat  k  mit  k  erin  qnll  Ulloit  jettei  aox  deox 
mianonnairei  de  I'esa  bofiillante  ioi  la  tCte,  en  pmution  de  ce  qn'ila  aa 
avoient  jett^  tant  da  fioida  anr  eelle  dM  anUsa,  et  CMsj  pai-U  toni  lea 
malhenn  de  m  natiMi,  et  on  la  rtipandtt  kotemwit  cor  la  tAte  dw  daox 
confeaaema  de  Jeana  Cluiat. 

"  Cepandaui  la  famia  ^paiaw  qui  aortoit  dM  ecoreaa,  dont  le  P.  I«lla- 
mant  ^toit  reyltn  Ini  mq>liMoit  la  boocbe,  at  U  fat  asau  lontema  aani 
poBToir  aiiiEiilar  one  aanle  paiole>  Sm  li«)a  Aant  brAUi,  il  leva  1m  maina 
an  del,  pom  iieplorM  Is  aaeonia  de  oalai  qni  aat  la  force  dea  foiblM,  maia 
on  lea  Ini  fit  bvaaer,  en  le  frappant  k  gra&di  conpa  da  cordea.  En£n  1m 
denx  corpa  n'^taat  ploa  qn'nne  playe,  ee  ^eotade  bien  loin  de  faire 
hornvraax  Iroquoia,  lea  mit  de  bonne  Immeoii  ila  m  diadant  1m  una  anx 
aotna  qua  la  chair  dM  Fraofoii  deroit  ttra  bonne,  et  ila  en  conpirant 
anr  I'qd  et  anr  I'antie  de  gianda  lombeani,  qa'ila  auBgiieiit.  Pnia  ajontant 
la  raillene  it  la  cniant^,  ila  dirent  an  P.  de  Breben^  '  Ta  unu  aanriMa  toot 
k  I'hanre  qne  plna  on  wvaSn  nr  la  tern,  plna  <m  Mt  henraox  dana  le  ciel ; 
e'eat  par  amiti^  poor  toi  qne  nonanona^dioDa^angmenter  tMaciiifirancflC, 
et  tn  nont  an  ama  obligation.' 

"  Qaelqnw  momsna  apiia  ila  Ini  enlerirent  toate  la  paaa  de  la  t£te,  at 
comme  il  reapiroii  encore,  nn  chaf  Ini  oovrit  le  o6t^,  d'oil  la  aang  aortaat 
en  abondance,  tona  In  barbaraa  aceennireiU  ponr  «i  bojre ;  apria  qnca  1« 
mtme,  qni  avnt  fait  U  plaja,  d^eoovrit  le  ecaoj,  ramcba,  et  la  d^on. 
Le  P.  de  Brabesf  ^toit  dn  diociae  de  Bajeox,  at  onale  da  tradootew  d« 
Fharaale.  II  <toit  d'nna  tailla  aTantaganae,  and  mangr^  aon  abatinenea 
extrtma,  et  Tingt  annto  dn  plna  p&iible  qtoatelat,  il  vnut  aaara  d'aobon- 

'  1  Coriotti.  It.  9. 
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"  Dia  qn'il  ant  erpii,  le  F.  I^Ilemuit  fdt  neondnit  dun  la  oahvaaa,  tA 
■OD  martfie  ftvoit  cetameoKi  ;  il  n'wt  pa*  ntme  csTtaiu  qn'il  Hit  demenrd 
snpr^  dn  Pere  da  Brebaoi  jnaqu'L  ca  que  celui-u  «Ai  randa  l«a  demian 
HiDpin ;  DU  ne  I'avolt  amenf  U,  qna  pcnu  Btt«idnr  wn  coupagnoD,  et 
amolUr,  s'il  £toit  posuble,  la  coaniga  de  oa  li^roa.  II  est  «u  rooinH  ccnutant 
par  la  tamoignage  da  pliudenn  Iroquoii,  qui  ftirant  aotenn  dani  ce  trag&lia, 
qoe  ce  danier  moanit  le  leua,  at  qn'il  na  fnt  que  troia  henna  itau  le  fen, 
Ml  Uan  qiu  la  anppliea  dn  P.  Lallenut  dnm  diz-B«pt  benrea,  et  qa'il  oe 
ncmrat  que  le  dis-aept, 

"  Qaoiqn'il  an  aoit,  nt6t  qall  fat  renti^  dam  n  oabatuie  il  ref  ut  aa~ 
daaana  da  I'oreiUe  gKnche,  na  MBp  de  hacba,  qoi  lai  onvrit  1»  onns,  et  Ini 
en  fit  Mitir  da  la  c«rf  blla.  On  Ini  brhIia  enniita  nn  oil,  k  U  place  dnqoal 
an  mit  ua  eharbon  atdUit  j  «'«at  tont  ce  qn'on  a  pa  ifaToic  de  ce  qui  aa 
paaaaalora  jnaqo'^ca  qa'il  adtaxpit^;  toiLKcanx,  qoiaatiBUrant^uinort 
a'tftaat  coDtentA  da  dira  qoa  ka  bourMOK  a'Aoiant  niipaBi&  an  cniant^, 
111  ajdntimit  que  da  tani  eo  tenu  U  jattoit  dea  aria  cqiablM  d«  peicer  lea 
enon  lea  plna  don,  at  qn'il  puwaaoit  qnelqneftHa  hon  da  loi'inSme ;  nuia 
qa*Muai-tdt  on  la  Toyolt  a'derer  an-deana  de  U  donleor,  et  ofiir  i  Dien 
■aa  aouf^Aooaa  sTeo  nna  fervenr  adminble,  Ainai  la  ohair  Itwt  loaTent 
foible,  at  prSte  a  snccomber ;  maia  I'eaprit  fnt  tonjoon  prunpt  k  la  relarer, 
at  la  aontint  jnaqn'aD  bont.  La  P.  Lallemuit  iUAt  de  Paiia,  fila  at  petit 
fila  de  liaQteDWU-cTiminaU.  II  etoit  eztrimement  maigre,  et  il  n^  avoit 
gn^  que  mx  mris,  qn'  il  Aoit  aznYi  dana  U  Nonvella  Franoa.  II  taonrnt 
dam  «a  tretitfr-tienTiAae  annfo."— Charlevoix,  toI.  ii.,  p.  li. 


Na.  XVIII. 

"  Tha  jMoiti  are  commonlj'  Tory  learned,  itiLdioiii,  and  are  vaty  civil 
and  agreeable  in  oompaoy.  In  their  whole  deportment  there  ia  somsthing 
pleadng;  it  i(  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  tba;  cultivate  the  mindt  of  the 
people.  They  leldom  speak  of  religiona  mattei^  and  U  it  happens,  they 
genemlly  avoid  diapntea.  Thay  are  very  ready  to  do  any  one  a  service, 
and  when  they  see  that  Uieir  assistance  is  wanted,  they  hardly  give  one 
tjme  to  speak  of  it,  falling  to  work  immediately,  to  bring  abont  what  is 
caqnind  of  them.  Their  conversation  ia  very  entertaining  and  learned,  ao 
that  one  cannot  be  tired  of  their  company.  Among  all  the  Jesoits  I  have 
convened  with  in  Canada,  I  have  not  foond  one  who  was  not  poaaeased  of 
theae  qualities  in  a  very  eminent  d^ree.  They  do  not  care  to  become 
preachers  to  a  congregation  in  the  town  or  conntry,  bnt  leave  these  places, 
together  with  the  amalnmenta  ariiiDg  from  tham,  to  the  priest*.    All  their 
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bnimeM  hsrs  ii  to  cotatxt  th*  heathen ;  and  with  that  view  their  miHi<«- 
ariw  are  Mattered  orvr  vvarj  put  of  the  eonntiy.  Neu  ererj  town  and 
village,  peopled  by  cuarertod  iDdiani,  are  one  or  two  Jeanita,  who  take 
great  care  that  th^  may  not  retain  to  paganUin,  bnt  live  as  ChriitiBiia 
ought  to  do.  Thiu  theis  are  Jesniti  with  the  converted  Indians  in 
Tadonnac,  Lorette,  Befanconit,  St.  FnHi9oia,  Sault  Bt  Lonii,  and  all  over 
Canada.  There  are  likewise  Jesnit  nuMJonariee  with  thoae  who  are  not 
converted,  K  that  there  ia  commonlj  a  Jetnit  in  everj  village  belonging  to 
the  Indiani,  wham  he  endeavoon  on  all  occaaioni  to  convert.  In  winter  be 
goea  on  their  great  hnnti,  where  he  ia  freqnentlj  obliged  to  mffer  all  imafpn- 
able  inconvenience^  anch  aa  walking  in  the  enow  all  dajr,  lying  in  the  open 
air  all  winter,  lying  out  both  in  good  and  bad  weather,  lying  in  the  Indian 
hnti,  which  iwann  with  fleaa  and  other  vermin,  tie.  The  Jeniita  nndei^ 
all  theae  hardihipa  for  the  take  of  converting  the  Indiana,  and  likewise  for 
political  reaiona.  The  Jemita  are  of  great  use  ta  their  king ;  for  they  are 
frequently  able  to  pemiade  the  Indiana  to  break  their  treaty  with  the 
English,  to  make  war  npon  them,  to  bring  their  fnrs  to  the  French,  and  not 
to  permit  the  Engtiah  to  come  among  them.  There  ia  mach  danger  attemd- 
ing  these  exertions ;  for  when  the  InHl^n'  are  in  liquor  they  aometime* 
kill  the  miHionariea  who  live  with  them,  calling  them  apiea,  or  excusing 
themselvea  by  laying  that  the  brandy  had  killed  them.  These  are  the 
chief  occnpatd<ms  of  the  Jesoite  in  Canada.  They  do  not  go  to  visit 
(he  aick  in  the  town  ;  Qitiy  do  not  hear  the  coufeHiions,  and  attend  to  no 
fonerala.  I  have  never  seen  them  go  in  proeeaaion  in  bononr  of  the  Virgin 
Uary  or  other  saints.  Everybody  sees  that  they  are,  ai  it  were,  selected 
from  other  people,  on  aecoont  of  their  raperior  geninj  and  abilities.  They 
are  here  reckoned  a  most  conning  aet  of  people,  who  generally  succeed  Ja 
their  undertakings,  and  inipass  all  othen  in  aenteueaa  of  nnderfrtanding. 
I  have  therefore  several  times  observed  that  they  have  enemiea  in  Canada. 
They  never  receive  any  others  into  their  society,  but  persons  of  very  pro- 
mising parts,  so  that  there  are  no  blockheads  among  them.  The  Jesnita 
whp  live  here  are  all  come  from  France ;  and  many  of  them  return  thither 
^ain,  after  a  stay  of  a  few  years  here.  Some  who  were  bom  in  Canada 
went  over  to  Frsnce,  and  were  received  among  the  Jesnits  there,  bat  none 
of  them  ever  came  back  to  Canada.  I  know  not  what  political  reason 
hindered  them.  Dating  my  stay  in  Qaebec,  one  of  the  priests,  with  the 
bishop's  leave,  gave  np  his  priesthood  and  became  a  JesuiL  The  other 
priests  vrere  very  ill  pleased  with  this,  because  it  seemed  as  if  he  looked 
npon  their  condition  as  too  mean  for  himself." — Kalm  in  Pinkerton, 
vol.  ziii.,  p.  648. 

"  The  Recollets  are  a  third  class  of  clergymen  in  Canada.  Tfaey  have  tt 
tut  large  dwelling-honse  here,  and  a  fine  chnrch,  where  they  officiate. 
Near  it  b  a  large  and  fine  garden,  which  they  cultivate  with  great 
application, 

"  In  Montreal  and  Trois  Rivieres  they  are  lodged  in  almost  the  ■amc 
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nuomer  M  Iwn.  TiMrr  do  not  BudeaTiniT  to  nhooaa  caaniDg  fellow! 
Mnongit  Qtma,  bnt  Uke  all  thej  can  get.  Tbaj  do  not  torment  their 
bnina  with  much  laaming ;  and  I  have  been  asmred  that  after  they  havs 
put  on  their  monaatic  habit  thejr  do  not  atndy  to  increaae  their  knowledge, 
hot  forget  even  what  little  thejr  knew  before.  At  ni^  they  generallj  lie 
on  mata,  or  aome  other  hard  mattreBaea.  However,  I  have  aofnetimes  aeen 
good  beda  in  the  cella  of  Eome  of  them.  They  have  so  poneuiona  here, 
having  made  vows  of  poverty,  and  live  chiefly  on  the  alma  which  people 
give  them.  To  this  poipose  the  young  monks,  or  brothers,  go  into  the 
hooses  with  a  bag,  and  b^  what  they  want.  They  have  no  congregationa 
in  the  coontry,  hot  sometimes  th^  go  among  the  Indians  as  missionaries.  - 
"  In  each  fort,  which  contains  forty  men,  the  king  keeps  one  of  these 
monks  instead  of  a  priest,  who  otGciates  there.  The  king  gives  him  lodg- 
ing, provisiom,  servants,  and  aU  he  wants,  besides  two  hundred  lines 
a-year.  Half  of  it  he  sends  to  the  community  he  belongs  to ;  the  other 
half  he  reserves  for  his  own  nse.  On  board  the  king's  ships  are  generally 
no  other  priesta  than  these  friars,  who  are  therefore  looked  upon  as  people 
belonging  to  the  king.  When  one  of  the  chief  priests*  in  the  conntiy 
dies,  and  hii  place  cannot  immediately  be  filled  np,  they  send  one  of  these 
Aian  there,  to  officiate  whilst  the  place  is  vacant.  Part  of  these  monks 
come  over  from  France,  and  part  are  natives  of  Canada. 

"  There  are  no  other  monks  in  Canada  besides  these,  except,  now  and 
then,  one  of  the  order  of  St.  Anatin,  or  some  other  who  comes  with  one  of 
the  king's  ships,  but  goes  off  with  it  again. 

"  The  priests  are  the  second  and  most  numeroas  class  of  the  clei^  in 
this  country ;  for  most  of  the  churches,  both  in  towns  and  villages,  (the 
Indian  converts  excepted),  are  served  by  priests.  A  few  of  them  ara  like* 
wise  miarionaries.  In  Canada  are  two  seminaries ;  one  in  Qoebec,  the 
other  in  Montreal.  The  priests  of  the  seminary  of  M(Hitrea]  are  of  the 
order  of  St.  Solpitins,  and  supply  wily  the  congregation  on  the  isle  of 
Montreal,  and  the  town  of  the  same  name.  At  all  the  other  ehnrches  in 
Canada  the  priests  belonging  to  the  Qnebee  seminary  officiate.  The 
former,  or  those  of  the  order  of  St.  Solpitins,  all  come  from  France  ;  and 
1  was  BSaared  that  they  never  suffer  a  native  of  Canada  to  come  among 

"  In  the  seminary  at  Quebec,  the  natives  of  Canada  make  the  greater 
part. 

"  In  order  to  fit  the  children  of  thia  country  for  orders,  there  are  schools 
at  Quebec  and  St.  Joachim,  where  the  youths  are  taught  l«tjn,  and 
instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  those  things  and  sciences  which  have  a 
more  immediate  ctmnection  with  the  bnsinees  they  are  intended  for. 

"  However,  they  are  not  very  nice  in  their  choice  ;  and  people  of  a 
middling  e^iadty  are  oftwt  received  among  them. 

*  Fwtanr. 
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"  Tliey  do  not  Men  to  Iwtb  mad*  giMt  progtMt  in  Latin ;  for  notwitb- 
■tanding  Uia  Mrric«  ij  nad  in  that  languge,  and  thef  naid  tbeic  I«tin 
brarlnr  and  other  bodu  ereiy  daj,  jet  moat  of  them  find  it  rtrj  diffiealt 
to  apeak  iL 

"  All  the  priesU  ill  the  Qaabee  laminarjr  are  conaeciated  bj  the  biah<^ 
Both  the  eenuDBriea  have  got  gmtrerennee  from  the  king;  that  in  Quebec 
baa  above  IMrtj  thonaand  livref.  All  the  coantrr  on  the  west  side  of  the 
BiTw  St.  lAwTmee,  from  the  town  of  Qoebec  to  Bay  St.  Paul,  belonga  ta 
thii  aeminaiy,  beeidaa  theii  other  foatetama  in  the  conntiy.  They  leaee 
the  Uod  to  the  letUeia  for  a  certain  rent,  which,  if  it  be  uanallj  paid, 
according  to  their  agreement,  the  children  or  bein  of  the  aettlen  maj 
remain  in  an  nndiatnrbed  poeaeasion  of  tiie  landi, 

"  A  piece  of  land,  thiee  aipe&ta*  bnrnd,  and  tbirtj,  forty,  or  fi^  aipenta 
long,  paya  annually  hi  eoii,t  and  a  conple  of  chickena,  or  acme  othei  addir 
tMoal  tilBe,  In  aneh  plaeea  aa  have  convenient  watei&Ua,  they  hare 
bnilt  water-milla  or  aaw-ItullI^  from  which  they  annoally  get  conaidet^e 
•nma.  The  aeninary  of  Montreal  poeeeeaea  the  whole  grouid  on  which 
that  town  atanda,  together  with  the  whole  iale  of  Montreal.  I  hxn  be«a 
aaanred  that  the  groond  rent  of  the  town  and  iale  ia  compnted  at  aerenty 
Ihooaand  liTrea;  beaide*  what  they  get  for  a^ing  maaaea,  baptiaing, 
holding  confeeaiona,  attending  at  maiiiagea  and  foneiala,  &a.  All  the 
Terennee  at  gronnd-rent  belong  to  the  aeminariea  alone,  and  the  piiesta  in 
the  oonatry  bare  no  share  in  them.  Bnt  the  aeminaiy  in  Montreal,  ooa- 
aiating  only  of  nxteen  prieata,  baa  greater  rerennea  than  it  can  expend ;  • 
latge  mtm  of  money  ia  annnally  aent  orer  to  France,  to  the  chief  aeminaiy 
there.  The  land-rmta  beloogiDg  to  the  Qoebee  aeminaiy  are  employed 
f«  the  ue  of  the  piieata  in  it,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  number  of 
joniig  people,  who  are  btonght  ap  to  take  oidera.  The  piieata  who  live 
in  the  coontiy  paiiahea  get  the  tithe  from  their  congregation,  togethei 
with  the  perquBtea  on  viaiting  the  aick,  &c.  In  amall  ooi^ragatioiie  the 
king  pvea  the  piieet  an  additional  lom.  When  a  piieat  in  the  conntiy 
growa  old,  and  haa  done  good  mricea,  ha  ia  eometimea  allowed  to  oome 
Into  the  aeminaiy  in  town.  The  aeminariea  aie  allowed  to  place  the 
prieati  on  thur  own  eetatea ;  bnt  the  other  placaa  ate  in  the  gift  of  the 
bishop." — Hid. 

"  Aftw  the  oonqneet  «f  Qnebet^  the  Biitiih  goremment  prohibited  the 
religiooa  male  orders  fr<Hn  sngmenting  thmr  nnmben,  excepting  the  priaata. 
Hw  wdan  were  allowed  to  uijoy  the  whole  of  their  isvenoea  a*  long  aa  a 
lingle  indrridoal  of  the  body  exiated ;  then  they  reverted  to  the  Ciown. 
The  nrvwaa  ot  the  Jeaoit  Society  waa  upwards  of  HflOOl.  per  annnm 
when  it  foil  into  the  poaseanon  of  the  goTerament,  It  had  bean  for 
■eteial  yeara  «ijay«d  solely  by  an  old  father,  who  had  sonived  all  the 
Teat.    He  wa*  a  natiye  of  Swilurland  }  hia  name,  Jean  Joseph  Caaot.    In 

*  A  French  acre.  t  A  fraach  cmp,  nloa  eboat  ■  cnwn  &i^U. 
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his  joaUi  lie  wu  no  more  tlun  porter  to  the  convent,  but  having  consider- 
able merit  he  was  promoted,  and  in  coune  of  time  received  into  the  order. 
He  died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  in  1800,  vdth  a  high  character  for  kind- 
ness and  generosity ;  his  large  income  was  entirely  employed  in  charitable 
pnrpoHes.  The  lands  belonging  to  the  Jesnits,  aa  well  as  to  the  other 
religioQB  orders,  are  by  for  the  beat  in  the  comitry,  and  produce  the 
greatest  revennes." — Lambert's  Travtlt  tn  Canada,  vol.  i.,  p.  C9. 

"  The  Jemita,  who  in  the  eariy  settlement  of  the  country  were  merely 
misuonariea,  obtained  a  patent  (Petiti  Droitt  det  Colouiei  Franfoiia, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  441)  by  which  they  acquired  a  license  to  purchase  lands,  and 
hold  property  as  in  France.  The  property  the  Jesuits  possessed  in  this 
ctmntiy  in  after  times,  was  acquired  by  grants  from  the  kings  of  France ; 
by  giants  from  the  Company  of  New  France ;  by  gifts  from  iudiiidnals, 
and  by  pnichase." — Smith's  SUtory  of  Canada,  vol.  i.,  p.  27 ;  Weld, 
p.  S49.  Smith  ertimatestherevenaesof  the  society,  when,  after  P. Casofs 
death,  they  reverted  to  the  Crown,  at  only  ISOO/.  per  annnm.  Weld 
comes  nearer  to  the  statement  of  Lambert.  He  visited  Quebec  in  1796, 
four  years  before  P.  Casot's  death,  and  states  that  the  great  possessions 
of  the  Jesnits  had  centered  in  him,  and  amonnted  to  10,000/,  per  aimnm. 
It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  1764  the  order  of  Jesnits  was  abolished  by 
the  King  of  France,  and  the  members  of  the  society  became  private  iudi- 
Tidnals. 

"  The  cotl^e  of  the  Jesuits  at  Qaebec  was  long  conridered  as  the  first 
imtitation  on  the  continent  of  North  America  for  the  instmction  of 
yoang  men.  The  advantages  derived  from  it  were  not  limitad  to  the 
better  class  of  Canadians,  bat  were  extended  to  all  whose  inclination  it 
was  to  participate  in  them,  and  many  students  came  thither  from  the 
West  Indies.  From  the  period  of  the  expnlsion  of  the  Jesnits  from  the 
States  of  Europe,  and  the  consequent  abolition  of  their  order  on  that 
continent,  this  establishment  sllhoDgh  protected  by  the  British  Government, 
began  rapidly  to  decline. 

"  When  by  the  death  of  the  last  Canadian  Jesnit  the  landed  property 
devolved  t«  the  Crown,  it  was  designed  by  the  sovereign  as  a  recompense 
for  the  services  of  the  late  Lord  Amherst,  who  commanded  the  troopa  in 
Xorth  Amerioa  at  the  Ume  of  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  who  completed 
the  reduction  of  timt  province  nnder  the  British  Government.  The  clum 
of  these  eststea  has  been  relinquished  by  his  snccessor  for  a  pension. 
The  revenue  arising  from  them  has  been  appropriated  by  the  legislature  of 
Lower  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  the  different  parishea 
schools  for  the  education  of  children.  The  Jesnits'  collc^  is  now  con- 
veTt«d  into  a  commodious  bairack  for  the  troops."—  Herioi's  Oaiuida,  p.  30. 
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The  Miesiaaippi  ia  the  cmlj  river  in  North  America  which,  for  giandenr 
■nd  commodionmesa  of  naTigation,  comes  in  competition  with  the  St. 
Lawrence,  oi  with  that  met  which  nuu  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Oceui. 
If,  however]  we  coniider  that  immenae  bod^  of  water  that  fiowa  from  I«ke 
Winnipeg  throng  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Lake  Superior,  &c.,  down  to 
the  sea  u  one  entire  stream,  and  of  conrae  ai  a  continnation  of  the  St. 
lAwience,  it  most  be  allowed  to  be  a  very  superior  river  to  the  MisuMippi 
in  eveiy  point  of  view ;  and  we  may  certainly  consider  it  as  one  stream 
with  aa  much  reason  as  we  look  upon  that  ai  one  river  which  Bows  from 
Lake  Ontario  to  the  aea ;  for  before  it  meets  the  ocean  it  paaaes  thnog^ 
fbnr  laige  lakes,  not  indeed  to  be  compared  with  those  of  Erie  or  Saperior 
in  aiie,  but  they  are  independent  lakes,  notwithstanding,  aa  much  si  any 
of  the  others.  The  Miasissii^i  is  principally  to  be  admired  for  the 
evenness  of  its  current,  and  the  prodigious  length  of  way  it  ia  navigable 
withont  any  inteimption  for  bateans  of  a  very  large  bsrUien,  bnt  in  many 
respects  it  is  a  very  inferior  rivet  to  the  SL  Lawrence,  properly  so  called. 
The  Mississippi  at  its  month  ii  not  twenty  miles  broad,  and  the  navigation 
ia  there  ao  obatmcted  by  banks  or  bars,  that  a  veaaol  drawing  mora  than 
twelve  feet  water,  cannof  ascend  it  without  very  imminent  dai^;er.  Fiedi 
bam  are  formed  ca  the  old  bara  are  enlarged  eveiy  year,  and  it  ia  nid 
that  nnlen  aome  atepa  are  taken  to  prevent  the  lodgmMita  of  the  tieaa 
nnnnally  bronght  down  at  the  time  of  the  inundation,  the  nxvi^ition  may 
in  a  few  years  be  still  more  obstructed  than  it  ia  at  preaenL  The  River 
St.  lAwrence,  however,  on  the  contrary,  is  no  leas  than  ninety  miles  wid« 
at  its  month,  and  it  ia  navigable  for  ahips  of  the  line  aa  far  aa  Quebec,  k 
distance  of  400  milea  from  the  sea.  The  channel,  also,  instead  of  having 
been  impaired  by  time,  ia  fonnd  to  be  considerably  better  now  than  when 
the  river  was  first  discovered,  and  there  is  reason  to  imagine  that  it  will 
improve  still  more  in  process  of  time,  as  the  dew  water  that  flows  from 
lAke  Ontario  eomei  down  with  anch  impetnonty  daring  the  floods  in  tlw 
spring  of  the  year,  aa  freqaently  to  remove  banks  of  gnvel  and  loow 
atonea  in  the  river,  and  thus  to  deepen  its  bed.  The  dkannel  on  the  north 
aide  of  the  island  of  Orleans,  immediately  below  Qnebec,  which,  scoording 
to  the  B«connt  of  Charlevoix,  waa  not  anfficiently  deep  in  the  year  1790  to 
admit  a  ahallop  of  a  small  siie,  except  at  the  time  of  hi^  tides,  is  at 
present  fonnd  to  be  deep  enough  for  the  laigeat  vessels,  and  is  the  diaond 
mott  generally  naed.— Weld,  p.  33a 
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"  Upper  CaiuKia,  down  to  the  period  when  it  wu  cooqaered  b;  England, 
wu  in  a  reij  wild  and  anreclaimed  coudiLion.  With  the  exception  of  the 
■null  locaUon  on  the  bfuilu  of  the  Detroit,  it  contained  only  detached 
poits  at  great  distances,  formed  for  militArj  defence  and  the  proeecntion  of 
the  fur  trade.  The  real  settlement  of  Upper  Canadti  took  place  is  1783, 
at  the  close  of  the  firat  American  war ;  at  that  time,  not  only  a  large  body 
of  troops  ware  disbanded,  but  many  inhabitants  of  the  United  Statea,  who 
bad  adhered  to  Britain  daring  this  unfortunate  contest,  songbt  refuge 
within  her  cclonies  ;  and  as  these  last  were  generally  in  a  state  of  great 
destitution,  the  government  felt  disposed  to  treat  them  liberally,  and  afford 
the  atmost  possible  compensation  for  tbeii  losses  and  sufferings.  With 
this  view  the  whole  land  along  the  St.  Lawrence  above  the  French  settle- 
ments, and  also  on  Lake  Ontario,  to  and  around  the  bay  of  Qniete,  for  the 
space  of  ISO  miles,  was  formed  into  townships,  originally  entitled  First, 
Second,  Third,  bat  to  which  regular  names  were  afterwards  attached. 
These  settlements  were  termed  the  United  Empire  Loyalists;  and  not 
only  received  an  ample  supply  of  land,  bat  fanning  nten^ls,  building 
materials,  and  snbaistence  for  two  years.  A  brther  engagement  was  made 
that  eveiy  member  of  tbeir  families,  on  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
■honld  bave  a  fresh  donation  of  SCO  acres,  which  engagement  has  been 
strictly  fulfilled.  Military  grants  were  at  the  same  time  bestowed  at  rates 
vaiTing  from  0000  for  a  field  officer,  to  200  for  a  private  soldier. 

"In  1791  Upper  Canada  bad  attained  to  sncli  importance,  that  when 
Ifr.  Pitt  determined  to  bortow  a  constitution  on  the  colony,  he  formed  this 
part  into  a  Mpaiste  government,  givii^  to  it  the  name  of  Upper,  and  to 
the  early  settled  districts  that  of  Lower  Canada.  The  former  was  not 
snppooed  after  all  to  contain  at  that  time  above  IO,(KX)  inhabitants. 
Qeneral  Simcoe,  however,  in  1704,  founded  the  town  of  York,*  which  was 
fixed  on  as  the  seat  of  government,  sod  made  the  most  strenuous  efforts 
to  encourage  colonists  to  settle  in  the  neigbboarhood.  They  came  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  though  chiefiy  from  the  United  States.  It  was  not  till 
1803  that,  through  the  exertions  of  Colonel  Talbot,  emigration  from  Britain 
was  conuoRiced  on  any  large  scale.  The  result  of  these  measures  was, 
that  in  1811  the  country  was  found  to  contain  about  9623  persons  paying 

Lower  Canada  is  comprised  within  the  parallels  of  4fi°  and  62°  north 
latitode,  and  the  meridians  of  S9'50°  to  806°  west  of  Greenwich  ;  the 
entire  province,  as  far  as  its  boandariee  will  admit  of  estimation,  contains 
about  t  quarter  of  a  million  sqaare  miles,  or  160,000,000  of  acres.  Upper 
Canada  is  comprised  within  the  parallels  of  41°  to  49°  north,  and  Ihe 

*  It  bia  BOW  SMomsd  tli«  ludiin  um«  of  Tetonlo. 
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meridiuM  of  74°  b)  117°  wett  of  OrecDwicb,  embracing  Ui  am  of  alxnit 
100,000  Bqoara  milsB,  or  64,000,000  acre*.  The  following  are  the  words 
o[  the  order  in  conncil  by  which  Cuisd«  was  in  1791  divided  into  two 
pTorincct.  "  To  commence  at  &  stoDe  bonndaij  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Lake  St  Francis,  at  the  core  west  of  Point  an  Baadet,  in  the  limit  between 
the  township  of  Lancatter  and  the  seignioij  of  New  LoDgoeoil,  tanning 
along  the  utid  limit  in  the  direction  of  N.  34  W.  to  the  westenunoat  angle 
of  the  uid  seigniory  of  New  LoDgnenil ;  then  along  the  N.  W.  bonndaiy 
of  the  seignioritj  of  Vandreuil,  mnaing  N,  Sii  E.  until  it  strikes  the 
Ottawa  river;  to  ascend  the  said  river  into  the  lAke  Temiseaming,  and  from 
the  head  of  the  said  lake  by  a  line  drawn  doe  N.  nntil  it  strikes  the 
boundary  of  Hndson's  Bay,  including  all  the  t«rritoTy  to  the  westward  and 
soothward  of  the  said  line  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  country  commonly 
called  DT  known  by  the  mune  of  Canada."  The  want  of  clearness  in  the 
above  delineation,  added  to  the  imperfections  of  the  map  on  which  it  was 
drawn,  particnlarly  as  regarded  the  westwardly  angle  of  the  seignioiy  of 
New  LoDgneuil,  and  the  S.  W.  angle  of  Vaadrenil,  which  are  represented 
as  coincident,  when,  according  to  Colonel  Bonchette,  (hey  are  nine  mile* 
distant  from  each  other,  has  naturally  caoaed  disputes  as  to  the 
bonndaries  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. — Montgomeiy  Martin'a 
Hia.  <:f  Canada,  p.  62 ;  Murray's  Britith  America,  vol.  i.,  p.  267. 


No.  XXI. 

"OntheSth  of  Febmaiy,  1663,  about  half-paat  five  o'clock  in  the  eren" 
ing,  a  great  rushing  noise  was  heard  thronghont  the  whole  extent  of  Canada. 
This  noise  caused  the  people  to  mn  out  of  their  hoasea  into  the  streets,  as 
if  their  habitations  had  been  on  fire  ;  but  instead  of  flames  or  inuike,  they 
were  sarprised  to  see  the  walls  reeling  backwards  and  forwards,  and  the 
■tones  moving  as  if  they  were  detached  from  each  other.  Tie  bells 
BODuded  by  the  repeated  shocks.  The  roofs  of  the  bnildings  bent  down, 
first  on  one  side,  and  then  on  the  other.  The  timbers,  raftera,  and  planks 
cracked.  The  earth  trembled  violently,  and  cansed  the  stakes  of  the 
palisades  and  palings  to  dance,  in  a  manner  that  wonld  have  been  incredible 
had  we  not  actoally  seen  it  in  many  places.  It  was  at  this  moment  every 
one  ran  out  of  doors.  Then  were  to  be  seen  animals  flying  in  every 
direction  ;  children  crying  and  screaming  in  the  streets ;  men  and  women, 
eeiied  with  af&i^t,  stood  horror-struck  with  the  dreadfnl  scene  befor* 
them,  nn^le  to  move,  and  ignorant  where  to  fly  for  refoge  from  the  totter- 
ing walls  and  trembling  earth,  which  threatened  every  instant  ta  crash 
them  to  death,  or  sink  them  into  a  profound  and  immeasnrable  abyss. 
Soma  threw  themselves  on  their  kneos  in  the  mow,  erocnng  their  brttita 
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and  calling  on  tbeir  saints  to  relieve  them  from  ttie  dangers  with  vMch 
the;  were  SDironnded.  Othen  passed  the  real  of  this  dreadful  night  in 
pny er ;  for  tlie  earthquake  ceased  not,  but  continaed  at  short  intairals 
with  a  certain  andalaliiig  impnlse,  resembliiig  the  wavea  of  the  ocean ;  and 
tha  iBine  qnalniish  tensations,  or  sickness  at  the  stomach,  was  felt  during 
the  shocks  as  is  experienced  in  a  vessel  at  tea. 

"  The  violence  of  the  earthquake  was  greatest  id  the  forest,  where  it 
appeared  as  if  there  was  a  battle  laging  between  the  trees,  for  not  only 
their  branches  wen  destroyed,  but  even  their  trunks  are  said  to  have  been 
detached  from  their  places,  and  dashed  against  each  other  with  incon- 
ceivable violence  and  confusion — so  much  so,  that  the  Indians,  in  their 
iigantive  manner  of  speaking,  declared  that  alt  the  forests  were  drank. 
The  wai  also  seemsd  to  be  earned  on  between  the  moontains,  some  ot 
which  were  torn  from  their  beds  and  thrown  upon  othen,  leaving  immense 
chasms  in  the  places  from  whence  they  had  issued,  and  the  veiy  trees  with 
which  thej  were  covered  rank  down,  leaving  onlf  their  tops  above  the 
surfoce  of  the  earth ;  others  were  completely  overturned,  their  branches 
buried  in  the  earth,  and  the  roots  only  remained  above  gnmnd.  Daring  this 
general  wreck  of  natare,  the  ice,  upwards  of  six  feet  thick,  was  rent  and 
thrown  np  in  large  pieces,  and  from  the  openings  in  many  parts,  there  israed 
thick  clouds  of  smoke,  or  fonntains  of  dirt  and  sand,  which  sponted  np  to  a 
very  considerable  height.  The  springH  were  either  choked  np,  or  impregnated 
with  sulphnr — many  rivers  were  totally  lost ;  othen  were  diverted  from  their 
cottne,  and  their  watera  entirely  corrupted.  Some  of  them  became  yellow, 
othen  red,  and  the  great  river  of  the  St.Lawrence  qipeared  entirely  white,  as 
&rdownasTadoassac.  This  eitraotdinaiyiJienomenoD  must  astonish  those 
who  know  the  size  of  the  river,  and  the  immense  body  of  waters  in  various 
parts,  which  must  have  required  such  an  abnndance  of  matter  to  whiten  it. 
They  write  from  Montreal  that,  during  the  earthquake,  they  plainly  saw 
the  stakes  of  the  picketing  or  palisades  jump  np  as  if  they  had  been 
dancing;  and  that  of  two  doon  in  the  same  room,  one  opened  and  the 
Other  shut  of  tbeir  own  accord  ;  that  the  chimneys  and  tops  of  the  houses 
bent  like  branches  of  the  trees  agitated  with  the  wind  ;  that  when  they 
went  to  walk  they  felt  the  earth  following  them,  and  ridug  at  every  step 
they  took,  something  sticking  sgainst  the  soles  of  their  feet,  and  other 
things  in  a  veiy  forcible  and  surprising  manner. 

"  From  Three  Riven  they  write,  that  the  first  shock  was  the  most  violent, 
and  cmnmenced  with  a  noise  resembling  thunder.  The  houses  wera 
agitated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  tops  of  trees  during  a  tempest,  with  a 
noiie  as  if  fire  was  crackling  in  the  garrets.  The  shock  lasted  half  an  hour, 
or  nther  better,  though  its  greatest  force  was  properly  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  we  believe  there  was  not  a  single  shock  which  did 
not  cause  the  earth  to  open  either  more  or  less. 

"  As  for  the  rest,  we  have  remarked,  that  though  this  earthquake  con- 
tinned  almost  without  inteimiseion,  yet  it  was  not  always  of  an  equal 
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violence.  SotaetiinM  it  wu  lika  tlis  pitching  of  »  Urfft  vewd  vhidi 
dnggod  heavily  &t  her  uichon,  and  it  wu  this  motioD  which  oocanooed 
nuny  to  hare  a  giddinesi  in  their  heads  and  a  qnalmiahnen  in  tbdr 
■tomadu.  At  other  timea,  the  tnalioii  wai  horriad  and  itregnlar,  creating 
■nddeti  jerka,  aome  of  which  were  extremely  Tiolent ;  bat  the  moat  common 
wu  a  alight  tiemolaiu  motion,  which  occnrred  freqnaitlj  with  little  Doiae. 
Many  of  the  French  inhabitants  and  Indiana,  who  were  eje-witneaaea  to 
the  aeene,  stale,  that  a  great  way  up  the  riveT  of  Troia  Bivi^rea,  abont 
(d|^t«eit  miles  below  Qaebee,  the  hills  which  bordered  the  liTsr  on  either 
aide,  and  which  were  of  a  prodigions  hei^t,  were  torn  from  their  founda- 
tions, and  plunged  into  the  riTor,  cannng  it  to  change  ita  conne,  and  ^read 
itself  oTCr  a  large  tract  of  land  recently  cleared ;  the  broken  earth  Duxed 
with  the  water*,  and  for  several  months  changed  the  coloni  of  the  great 
Birai  8L  Lawrence,  into  which  that  of  Troia  BiTieresdiwmbogTiesitselt  In 
the  course  of  this  violent  conTolsion  of  nature,  lakes  appeared  where  none 
ever  existed  before ;  mountains  were  overthrown,  swallowed  np  by  the 
gqiing,  or  precijntaled  into  adjacent  rivers,  leaving  in  thdr  places  fiightfol 
chasms  or  level  plains ;  blls  and  rapids  wore  changed  into  gentle  streams, 
and  gottle  streams  into  falls  and  rapida.  Riven  in  many  paita  of  the 
cogntiy  Bought  other  beds,  oi  totally  disappeared.  The  earth  and  the 
monntuns  were  entirely  split  and  rent  in  innnmeiahle  places,  creating 
cbasma  and  precipices,  whoae  depths  have  never  yet  been  ascertained. 
8neh  devastation  was  also  oecaaiDned  in  the  woods,  that  mors  than  a 
thousand  soea  in  om  neighbouriioad  were  completely  overtomed,  and 
where  bnt  a  abort  time  before  nothing  mat  the  eye  but  one  immense  forest 
of  treee,  now  were  to  be  seen  extensive  cleared  landa,  apparently  cnt  np 
by  the  ploo^. 

"  At  Tadounsc  (aboat  IfiO  miles  below  Quebec,  on  the  north  side)  the 
effect  of  the  earthquake  was  not  leas  violent  than  in  other  ^acm ;  and 
such  a  heavy  shower  of  volcanic  aihes  fell  in  that  neighbourhood,  particu- 
larly in  the  River  St  Lawrence,  that  the  waters  were  aa  violently  agitated 
aa  during  a  tempest.  The  Indians  say  that  a  vast  volcano  exists  in 
Labrador.  Near  St.  Paul's  Bay,  (abont  fifty  miles  below  Quebec,  on  the 
north  side)  a  mountain,  abont  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  circumference, 
situated  on  the  shore  of  the  St  Lawrenoa,  waa  precipitated  into  the  river, 
but,  as  if  it  had  only  made  a  plnnge,  it  rose  fran  the  bottom,  and  became  a 
small  island,  forming  with  the  shore  a  convenient  harbour,  well  sheltered 
from  all  wind*.  Lower  down  the  river,  towards  Point  Alonettea,  an  entire 
rarest  of  considerable  extent  was  loosened  bma  the  main  bank,  and  alid 
into  the  River  Bt  Lawrence,  where  the  treea  toiA  fresh  root  There  an  threa 
circumstances,  however,  which  have  rendered  this  extraordinary  earthquake 
particularly  remarkable :  the  first  is  it*  duration,  it  having  continnad  from 
February  to  August,  that  is  to  say,  more  than  six  months  abnoat  without 
It  is  true,  the  shocks  were  not  always  equally  violent.  In 
I,  aa  towards  the  monntatnt  behind  Qusbec,  the  tfaunderiiq; 
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Btaaa  and  trembling  motion,  continned  aocemaydj  for  &  comdderaUe  time. 
Id  othen,  as  towaidi  Tsdoaisc,  the  shock  continued  geamllj  foi  two  oi 
tbrae  daya  at  a  time  with  much  violence. 

"  The  second  cirmmBtancB  relate!  to  the  extent  of  this  earthquake,  which, 
we  b^era,  was  nnivenal  tbronghout  the  whole  of  New  France,  for  we 
learn  tbat  it  was  felt  from  I'lsle  Perc^e  and  Qasp£,  which  are  ntuated  at 
the  month  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  beyond  Uontreal ;  bh  also  in  New 
England,  Acadia,  and  other  places  more  remote.  As  for  as  it  has  come  to 
our  knowledge,  this  earthquake  extended  more  than  600  miles  In  length, 
and  aboot  300  in  breadth.  Hence  160,000  sqoare  miles  of  land  were 
conrnbed  in  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  moment. 

"  The  third  circamstance,  which  appears  the  most  remarkable  of  all, 
regards  the  estnwrdinaiy  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  which  has  been 
extended  to  ns  and  oar  habitations ;  for  we  have  seen  near  us  the  large 
opeuinga  and  chaama  which  the  earthqoake  occadoned,  and  the  prodigioni 
extent  of  conntiy  which  has  been  either  totally  lost  or  hideoDsly  convulsed, 
without  our  lodng  either  man,  woman,  or  child,  or  even  having  a  hair  of 
their  head  toQched."— t/emtoVoMrMo/,  QDebec,  1663. 


No.  XXII. 

"  The  principle,  in  both  instances,  is  alike — in  the  former,  the  caloric  or 
vital  heat  of  the  body  passes  so  rapidly  from  the  hand  into  the  oold  iron, 
as  to  destroy  the  coutinnona  and  organic  Htmctnre  of  the  part ;  in  the  latter, 
the  caloric  passes  so  rapidly  from  the  hot  iron  into  the  hand,  as  to  prodnce 
the  same  efFoct :  heat,  in  both  cases,  being  the  same  ;  its  passing  into  the 
body  from  the  iron,  or  into  the  iron  from  the  body,  being  equally  iujorious 
to  vitaU^-  From  a  similar  canse  the  iDMotioas  traveller  in  Canada  is 
bnmt  in  the  &ce  by  a  very  cold  wind,  with  the  same  senaatioiiH  aa  when 
he  is  exposed  to  the  blast  of  an  eastern  sirocco.  Milton  thus  allades  to  the 
afiects  of  cold  in  his  description  of  the  abode  of  Satan  and  his  compeers : 
after  adverting  to  S^x,  hs  says — 

'  Bcyoiul  thii  flood,  >  fimum  continent 
Lin,  dufc  and  wild,  best  vilh  pnp*tiul  iMnu 
Of  wUdwind  sod  din  hsil,  which  on  Gnn  luid 
Thnn  Dot,  bnt  gitlm*  hetf,  *sd  rain  wem* 
Ofandoolpile;  kll  elu  deep  moo  and  ics  ; 
A  fnlf  pnfaiuul  H  that  Serbooiui  bog 
Betwixt  DuDutk  nd  Hoont  Cauni  oli^ 
Whan  unuH  uliale  hivo  lunk  :  th>  farcUng  air 
Biinufrara,  (ErracD)  and  cold  perfonni  the  eflbct  of  fire.' — 

Paradite  Loit,  E  2. 
"  We  alao  find  in  Virgil,  Oeorg.  i.,  93 — 

'  Borei  penetntula  fHgui  adniat.'  "— Qraj*!  Camada,  p-  390. 
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"  Tbii  meteor  u  stnmgwt  and  most  freqnent  about  the  arctic  circle,  or 
between  that  and  the  penile]  of  S4\  It  u  now  ucertained,  we  think, 
bejrond  all  doubt,  that  the  height  of  the  Aurora,  itutead  of  being,  ■■  np- 
poeed  hj  Hr.  Dalton  and  othen,  above  the  region  of  the  atmocpheie,  is,  in 
fikct,  nrelj  above  kx  or  eeven  milea.  Thia  was  eatLifactarilj  proved  hy 
angle*  taken  in  the  nine  moment  at  two  distant  places,  always  ezoeedingi/ 
■mall  at  one  or  both  stations — bj  the  estreme  rapiditj  with  which  a  bMm 
daita  from  one  nde  of  the  horizon  to  the  opposite  nde,  which  could  not 
hqipen  if  100  mile*  high  oi  upwards — hy  its  fr^nentl;  darting  ila  beama 
6«nMtA  tlie  clonds,  and  at  very  short  distances  from  the  earth's  nu&ce,  and 
bjitabeingactsdnponbythewind.  Mr.Hood  wastoMbyoneof  thepartnera 
of  the  North  West  Company  that  he  once  saw  the  comscationa  of  the 
Anroia  Boreali*  lo  rivid  and  low  that  the  Canadians  fell  on  their  facet,  and 
b^an  crying  and  praying,  fearing  lest  they  shoold  be  killed — Mat  he  threw 
away  his  gon  and  knife  that  they  might  not  attract  the  Saahea,  for  they 
were  within  two  feet  from  the  earth,  flitting  along  with  incredible  swiftDess, 
and  moving  parallel  to  the  sarface ;  he  added,  that  they  made  a  lend  mstlil^ 
Boise,  like  the  waving  of  a  flag  in  a  strong  breeze.  This  rastling  noise, 
which  is  imiversally  asserted  by  the  servants  of  the  North  West  Company, 
was  not  heard  by  any  of  the  officers  of  Captain  Franklin's  expedition,  but 
he  says  that  it  wonld  be  an  absnrd  degree  of  ecepticism  to  dmbt  the  bet 
•ny  longer,  for  their  observations  had  rather  increased  than  diminished  the 
probability  of  it.  It  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that  the  magnetic  needle 
waa  not  afiected  by  the  Aarora,  but  a  vast  nnmber  of  experiments  givai  in 
the  tables  prove,  that,  in  certain  positions  of  the  beams  and  arches,  the 
needle  was  considerably  drawn  aside,  and  mostly  eo  when  the  flashss  were 
between  the  clonds  and  the  earth,  or  iriien  their  actions  were  quick,  th«r 
light  vivid,  and  the  atmosphere  hazy." — Franklin's  ■Tbumq' fa  fAe  PoJor 
Su.    Nos.  II.  and  III.  of  the  Appendix. 

The  following  isiCharlevoiz's  description  of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  never 
before  wititecsed  by  the  French  colonists : — 

"  Un  autre  ph^nomine,  qni  paroit  dana  Fair,  m6iteiait  bien  qn'on 
a'Andi&t  i  an  d^coavrir  la  canoe.  Dans  le  tems  le  pins  serdn,  on 
apperfoit  tout  i  conp  an  milien  de  la  noit  de  nnages  d'nne  blancbenr 
extraordinmre,  et  an  travera  de  ces  nnages  nne  Inmiere  trts-^clatante.  Lon 
inCme  qn'on  ne  sent  pas  nn  sonfle  de  vent,  cea  nnages  sont  chass^  avec 
one  trts-grsade  vitasse,  et  prennent  toatea  sortee  de  fignrea.  Pins  la  onit 
eat  obscure,  pins  la  Inmijre  est  viva :  elle  Test  mGme  qaelqnefois  i  on 
point,  qn'on  pent  lire  i  sa  lueur  beauconp  plus  ais^ent,  qn'i  cells  de  la 
lone  daos  son  plein. 

"  On  dim  peut^tre  que  ce  n'est  qu'nne  refraction  dee  rajona  du  soleil, 
qni  par  cette  hantenr  ne  s'^oigne  pas  beauconp  de  llioiison  pendant  lea 
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noiU  de  r^l^  et  qn'eocom  qn'il  u'y  ait  point  de  vent  dans  la  bwae  r^oa 
de  I'uT,  il  peat  y  en  svoir  duu  Is  np^enre,  ce  qni  est  Tni;  mus  ca  qni 
me  Ut  joger  qn'il  y  a  encoN  nne  antra  de  ce  m^teore,  c'eat  qne  pendant 
I'hj'Ter  mSme,  la  Inne  parott  sonvent  enviionn^  d'ai«-en-ciel  de  conlenn 
diff^ientea,  et  tontes  tris-vive*.  Pooi  moi  je  sois  permad^  qne  ces  effista 
doi*ent  itre  attribaft  en  partie  k  des  exhaUisons  nitrenses,  qni  pendant  le 
joni  ont  iU  attir^  et  enflammfes  par  le  soleil." 


Ko.  XXIV. 

"  Very  dialaut  posterity  will  one  day  dedde  whether,  as  Hr.  Leslie  has 
endeavoored  to  prove  by  ingenious  hypothesis  (^n  Experimental  Injmry 
itOo  tie  Natitn  and  Propagation  uf  Heat,  1804),  S400  years  ara  soahnent 
to  augment  the  mean  temperatnre  of  the  atmosphere  a  single  d^ree.  Hew- 
ever  slow  this  increment  may  be,  we  must  admit  that  an  hypothecs, 
according  to  which  organic  life  seems  gradually  to  augment  on  the  globe, 
occupies  more  agreeably  oar  imagination  than  the  old  system  of  the  cooling 
of  oor  planet  and  the  accnmnlation  of  the  polar  ice."— Humboldt's  Pergonal 
Narrative,  toI.  ii.,  p.  83. 

"  A  point  of  much  interest  is  the  comparison  of  the  actnal  temperature 
of  the  globe  with  that  of  the  lame  Tc^ons  in  former  ages.  The  evidence 
which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  no  change  has  occurred  but  from  local 
or  Boperfioal  causes,  is  worth  studying,  were  it  only  for  its  variety  and 
nngnlarity.  We  might  b^^  with  Ijiplace'a  conclosion,  that  the  mean 
heat  cannot  be  altered  by  1°  of  lUaumur,  since  the  time  of  Hipparchns ; 
inasmuch  as  the  dimensions  of  the  globe  wonld  be  thereby  changed  in  a 
small  amount,  its  angular  velocity  be  increased  or  diminished,  and  a  sensible 
difference  be  made  in  the  length  of  the  day,  which  difference  does  not  exist. 
We  might  then  proceed  to  the  argument  urged  by  Biot  and  Champollion, 
from  the  identity  of  the  time  of  inundation  in  the  Nile,  GOOO  years  ago  ; 
the  periodical  runs  prodncing  which  depend  upon  and  indicate  the  degree 
and  distribntion  of  heat  over  a  vast  equatorial  region.  Next  we  might 
turn  to  the  method  of  Professor  Schaw,  in  his  work  on  the  compamtive 
temperature  of  ancient  and  modem  limes,  founded  on  the  northern  and 
southern  limits  of  production  of  different  animals  and  plants  in  any  given 
eooutiy,  as  they  come  recorded  to  us  by  ancient  writeis,  compared  with 
the  obHervations  of  ourown  day.  The  result  of  general  identity  is  obtained 
by  this  method  also ;  and  the  same  remark  may  be  extended  to  the  miscel- 
laneons  proofs  derived  from  other  passages  in  ancient  writers,  numerously 
collated,  respecting  the  climate  of  particular  regions  and  localities.  There 
is  no  amount  of  diversity  shown  by  this  evidence  which  does  not  admit  of 
explanation  from  local  and  accidental  canaea,  many  of  them  belonging  to 
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the  affmof  of  man  himaelf,  on  the  anr&M  of  the  earlli." — QiMfbr^ 
Smew,  Septembei,  1848. 

"Sereral  plaatera  attribute  the  failnre  of  the  cotton  crop  thMfeBr(I84S) 
to  the  nnmn&l  sjm  tud  nnmber  of  the  icebeigi,  irhicli  floated  KwthwaidB 
lait  a^ing  ^m  Hadion'a  and  Baffin'B  BajB,  and  may  have  cooled  the  ka 
and  checked  the  earlj  growth  of  the  cotton  phmt,  bo  nnmrarou  and 
remote  ore  the  disturbing  caoaet  of  meteorology  1  Forty  degreoi  of  lati- 
tade  interrene  between  the  region  where  the  ice-floes  are  generated,  and 
that  where  the  crop*  ve  raised,  whoee  denth-warrant  they  are  Buppoeed  to 
hsTe  carried  with  them." — Lyell'e  America,  vol.  L,  p.  174. 


No.  XXV. 

The  theoty  by  which  Dr.  Brewster  seeks  to  accoont  for  the  pecnliaritie* 
of  the  American  climate  is  the  fbllowiog : — "  He  supposes  that  the  poles 
of  the  globe  and  the  isothermal  poles  are  by  no  means  coincident,  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  there  exist  two  different  points,  within  a  few  d^rees  of 
the  poles,  where  the  cold  ia  greatest  in  both  hemispheres.  These  points 
are  believed  by  Dr.  Brewster  to  be  aitnated  abont  the  eightieth  parallel  of 
Utitade,  and  in  the  meridians  of  B5°  east,  and  100°  west  longitude.  The 
meridians  of  these  isothermal  poles  *  he  eonsiders  as  lying  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  the  parallels  of  what  might  be  called  the  meteorological  latitndei, 
which,  according  to  his  theory,  appear  to  have  an  obliqnitf  of  direction 
as  r^ards  the  eqnator,  something  like  the  zodiac.  Thus  the  cold  circle  of 
latitnde  Ib^  passes  thiongh  ffibeiia  would  be  the  same  that  traverties  the 
frigid  atmotphere  of  Canada.  This  theory  would  go  some  length  towards 
explaining  the  causes  of  the  gradual  decrease  of  the  severity  of  cold  in  the 
south  of  Europe,  and  lead  db  to  the  conclusion  that  eventoally  the  cold 
meridian  of  Canada  may  work  its  way  westward,  and  leave  that  part  of 
America  to  an  enjoyment  of  the  same  temperatnra  as  those  Gnropean  coun- 
tries aitnated  in  corre^wnding  l^itndes.  That  the  temperature  of  the  air 
haa  been  modified  by  agricnltnral  operations  cannot  be  denied,  hut  that 
these  operations  should  of  themselves  be  capable  of  producing  the  changes 
known  to  have  taken  place  in  th&coarBe  of  ages  in  Europe,  where  formerly 
the  Tyber  used  to  be  often  ftoien,  and  snow  was  by  no  means  nncommoa 
at  Borne ;  f  when  the  Euxiue  sea,  the  Bhone,  and  the  Bhine,  were  almost 

*  On  til*  theoTj  of  tfac  tooihcnnil  linn,  tee  the  pqwn  of  Kupfer  in  Poggend. 
Ann.  Bd.  IT.,  1.  1B4,  ud  Bd.  uiii.,  i.  270,  in  the  Vojiagt  dooi  rOwnj;  p.  383— 
898,  ind  in  the  SdM.  Jovmal  of  Bciaiee,  d«w  Krio,  toL  It.,  p.  tSS.  Set  ^n 
XmmH,  LArtmA  tier  Jfdior,  Bd.ii.,  >.  217,  and  on  the  uecot  of  chthan-witlMmal 
lino  in  mountunwu  counties,  BiKho%s.l74 — 19B;  Uomlwldt'i  Ootmot,  tsL  L, 
p.  347. 

f  Qaeixc  lit*  iiMrly  in  th*  nm*  Istitnd*  w  Puis,  ud  bsB  Iha  d«snJptl«B  whiA 
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•vety  TUT  covered  with  im,  of  inficieDt  tliickiiea^  to  bear  eondder&bla 
bnideni — it  ii  icarcelj  ponible  rationallj  to  aibnit— and  indeed  the 
meteorological  observationi,  u  far  as  tbc^  go  in  Canada,  Mrva  latfaei  to 
diaprove  than  to  establish  the  fact" — BoDchette,  toL  i.,  p.  33fi. 

"  The  eariiest  record  of  the  climate  of  Canada  it  that  containod  in  the 
'  Faatea  ChronologiqDes,'  and  refers  to  the  period  of  Cartier's  second 
Tojage.  On  the  15th  November,  IfiSS,  Old  Style,  the  vessels  in  theitiver 
St.  Charles  were  sniTDnnded  bj  iea  ;  and  the  Indians  infonned  Cartin  tiiat 
the  whole  river  was  froieo  over  as  far  as  Montreal.  On  the  23nd  Febmary, 
IBSB,  the  River  St.  Lawrence  became  navigable  for  canoes,  opponto  to 
Quebec,  bat  the  ice  remuned  firm  in  the  St.  Croix  Harbour.  On  the  5th 
April  his  veBsets  were  disengaged  from  the  ice.  To  obtain  the  modmi 
dates,  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  eleven  days  to  each  period. 

"  The  later  meteorogical  statistics  do  not  prove  that  the  progressive 
openii^  of  the  conntiy  has  had  so  powerfiil  an  mdnence  npon  the  tempeta- 
tnre  of  the  atmosphere  as  is  generally  snpposed.  Its  chief  tendency  seems 
to  be  to  lengthen  the  sommer,  and  thns  abridge  the  duration  of  winter. 
That  the  gndnal  removal  of  the  forests  to  make  room  for  open  fields  con- 
tributes to  aogment  the  samroer  temperature,  is  undoubtedly  true,  since  it 
is  well  known  that  the  atmosphere  itself  is  not  heated  by  the  direct  rays  of 
the  snn,  bat  that  its  warmth  springs  from  the  earth,  and  thai  the  degree  of 
this  warmth  is  entirely  governed  by  the  quantnm  of  heat  absorbed  through 
the  earth's  snriace.  The  progressive  settlement  of  the  conntry  may  then 
be  expected  to  benefit  the  climate  hj  its  throwing  open  to  the  direct  action 
of  the  son  a  more  extended  snrbce  of  territoiy;  and  this  benefit  will  be 
more  sensibly  felt  at  ni^t  from  the  earth's  having  imbibed  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  caloric  to  temper  the  coolness  of  the  air  between  the  setting 
and  rising  of  the  snn.  In  an  agricaltaial  point  of  view,  sueb  an  improve' 
ment  in  the  climate  of  Canada  will  be  of  great  moment,  as  the  coldness  of 
the  nights  is  geuerally  the  cause  of  bli^t  in  tender  fmits  and  plants ;  and 
from  its  equalising  the  temperature,  probably  render  the  climate  capable 
of  maturing  fmits  that  are  indigenous  to  warm  conntries. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  opposing  testimony  of  meteorological  data,  we 
have  the  assertion  of  some  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  country,  that 
the  climate  of  Canada  has  become  perceptibly  milder  within  their  recollec- 

tks  Enpem  Jullsn  ha)  giTsn  of  tfas  wintni  he  qiurtervd  tlten  daring  bi>  eaniniuil 
In  Omul,  thciie  Mami  M  be  lillle  diSereuce  betwean  the  vioten  of  Fnnce  in  thji 
ntptct  sod  the  prewDt  wiotcn  of  Cuwds. — Jaliui  Imper.  Clpem. 

The  suthor  of  JUAenha  PhO/nojAigtta  «ur  let  Anttricaiia  lUifKiMS  the  diOix- 
iDce  in  h«t  between  Iha  twa  contiDenli  U  be  eqoml  to  13  degree*;  thsl  (  plsee  30 
degree!  fnna  the  eqoetor  in  Ihe  old  continent  ii  u  mns  u  one  ntnsted  18  degrees 
bma  il  in  Americs,  lam.  i,,  p.  ]  1.  Dr.  Mitchell,  (fler  obsomlioiu  euiied  on  daring 
Ihirtj  fisn,  omuadi  that  the  diference  ii  equtl  lo  14  or  IS  dtgrnea  of  Utilods, 
p.  3i7.— Hsriot's  IVowb  Aron^  lU  (kmatUu,  p.  1 17. 
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tion ;  ind  are  thn«  left  to  conciliate  tfaia  tmditional  record  with  contndie- 
torf  facts,  and  the  onlj  mode  of  doing  m  appears  t«  be  the  sppUcstion  of 
their  renuu-ks,  mors  to  the  daiation  of  the  mild  aeason  than  the  d^ree*  of 
cold,  that  were  indicated  bj  the  thermometar  in  the  course  of  the  jaai." 
— Bonchette,  toL  i.,  pp.  334,  340,  m31  ;  lAmberfa  TVowb  fkroiyA 
Canada  in  1808,  voL  i.,  p.  119. 

Kalm  sajs  in  1748,  September  12th,  "  The  weather  abont  this  time  wai 
like  the  beginning  of  oar  Aogait,  Old  Style.  Therafbre  it  aeemi  that 
autnnui  commeneei  a  whole  month  later  in  Canada  than  in  the  midst  of 
Swedan."— P.682. 


No.  XXVI. 

The  ViUs  vinifera  is  fonnd  in  America  in  its  wild  state ;  in  James's 
"Expedition  to  the  Rocky  Monntains"  it  is  thus  described: — "  The  small 
elms  along  this  valley  were  bending  nnder  the  weight  of  innomerable 
gispe  vines,  now  loaded  with  ripe  frait,  the  pnrple  clusters  crowded  in 
BDch  profnsion  as  almost  to  give  a  colonring  to  the  landscape.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  was  a  range  of  low  sand  hills,  fringed  with 
vines,  rising  not  more  than  a  foot  ot  eighteen  inches  from  the  sni&ce.  On 
examination  we  fonnd  these  hillocks  had  been  prodaeed  exclusively  by  the 
agency  of  the  grape  vines,  arresting  the  sand  as  it  was  borne  along  by  the 
wind,  QDtil  socb  qoantities  had  been  accumulated  as  to  bary  every  part  of 
the  plant,  except  the  end  of  the  branches.  Many  of  these  were  so  loaded 
with  fruit  as  to  present  nothing  to  the  eye  but  a  series  of  clusters,  so  closely 
arranged  as  to  conceal  every  part  of  the  Btem.  The  frnit  of  these  vines  is 
incomparably  finer  than  that  of  any  other  native  or  exotic  which  we  have 
niet  with  in  the  United  States.  The  burying  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
trunk  with  its  larger  branches,  produces  the  effect  of  pruning,  inasmuch 
as  it  prevenls  the  unfolding  of  leaves  and  flowers  on  the  parts  below  the 
surface,  while  the  protruded  ends  of  the  branches  enjoy  an  increased 
degree  of  light  and  heat  from  the  reflection  of  the  sand.  It  is  owing, 
nndonbtedly,  to  these  causes  that  the  grapes  in  question  are  far  superior  to 
the  fruit  of  the  same  vine  under  ordinary  circumstances.  The  treatment 
here  employed  by  nature  to  bring  to  perfection  the  fruit  of  the  vine 
may  be  imitated ;  bot  without  the  peculiarities  of  soil  and  exposure  can 
with  difficulty  be  carried  to  the  same  magnificent  extent.  Here  are  hnn* 
dreds  of  acres,  covered  with  a  moveable  surface  of  sand,  and  abounding  in 
vines,  which,  left  to  tlie  agency  of  the  sun  and  of  the  winds,  are,  by  their 
operation,  placed  in  more  favounble  circumstances  than  it  is  in  the  power 
of  man  to  so  great  an  extent  to  afford." — Vol.  ii.,  pp.  315,  316. 
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"Fir  treet,  Unja,  and  C^preM  trees,  aie  a  northern  iypD,  vhich  is 
Tet7  me  in  the  tropical  regioiu.  The  freRhneia  cf  their  evergreen  leaves 
cheers  the  desert  wiuter  laudscape ;  it  proclaims  to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  regions  that  althangh  snow  and  ice  cover  the  eaiih,  the  internal  Ufe 
of  the  plants,  lilce  the  fire  of  Promethsus,  is  never  exlingoished." — Cotnot, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  90. 

"  There  are  upwards  of  twenty  specie^  of  Finns,  of  which  one-half  are 
natives  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or  Newfonndlond. 

"  Pintu  Balaamea  (Balm  of  Oilead  Fir,  or  Ameiicaa  Silver  Fir)  grows  to 
the  height  of  fiftj  feet,  and  is  an  elegant  tree,  resembling  the  bUtst  fir  of 
Earope.  The  resin  of  this  species  is  the  common  Canada  Balsam,  which 
is  often  substitnted  for  the  Balm  of  Gilead.  It  is  found  in  small  blisteis 
on  the  bark,  extracted  by  incision,  and  received  in  a  limpid  state  into  a 
shell  or  cup.  This  tree  has  long  been  cnltivated  for  coiiositj  in  England, 
bnt  in  general,  thon^  it  grows  to  a  considenble  siie  and  height,  scarcely 
survives  above  twenty  years,  which  seems  to  be  the  natDToI  period  of  its 
existence.  Mr.  Lambert  mentiooa  some  older  trees  of  this  species  at 
Wobum  and  Warwick  Castle. 

"P*ntuGMa(I«nnf(HemlockSpruce)iBabwntifalBnd  very  1a^  tree, 
bearing  some  resemblance  in  its  foliage  to  the  common  yew.  Peter 
Collinson  records  his  having  intiodneed  this  tree  to  the  English  collections 
in  1736,  and  a  fine  specimen  of  it  is,  or  was,  in  his  garden  at  Mill  Hill. 

"  Pintu  Nigrit  (BUck  or  double  Spmce)  is  foand  from  Canada  to  Nora 
Scotia,  and  terminates  in  latitude  60°.  It  was  introduced  into  England 
about  the  year  1700,  but  not  much  cnltivated  there. 

"Pwufjl/Aii  (White  Spmce)  flourishes ^mlatitnde43° northwards.  Its 
growth  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  European  silver  fir,  140  feet  in 
hei^L  It  is  one  of  the  most  ornamental  of  the  Ahiet  tiibe  (those  having 
nngle,  not  fasciculated  leaves),  the  branches  feather  down  to  the  groand, 
and  the  leaves  have  a  beautiful  and  peculiar  glancous  hue.  From  the 
young  shoola  of  this  tree  (also  from  Finns  Nigra)  is  obtained  the  resinous 
extract  from  which  spruce  beer  is  made :  good  turpentine  is  obtained  from 
the  bark.  This  tree  was  cultivated  in  England  by  Bishop  Compton  before 
1700. 

"  Piniw  Rumo*a  (Pitch  Pine)  grows  in  Canada  in  close  forests,  and  is 
distinguished  for  its  great  height  and  smooth  red  bark,  whence  it  is  often 
called  Bed  Viae  by  the  French  population.  This  tree  ia  the  glory  of  Canada. 
Its  timber,  In  colonr,  qnality,  and  dnrabili^,  appeaia  to  be  in  every  respect 
equal  to  the  best  Riga,  and  in  one  particular  superior,  that  of  being  qnite 
free  from  knots.  It  was  fiist  raised  in  England  fay  the  Duke  of  Northnm- 
berland  at  Zion  House,  where  many  of  this  species  are  still  to  be  seea 
flowering  in  Hay. 
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"  Phim  BcuJcuana  (lAbndor  Scnl),  or  Oraj  Fine)  inhabits  cold,  bsrrm, 
■nd  rocky  ntosUona.  Th«  fioeit  ti«e«  of  Uiia  specie*  in  EogUnd  are  at 
Pain's  Hill  and  Kew. 

"  Pimu  Siroiui  (WhiU,  or  Weymoath  Pine)  u  the  largert  wpoaim  on  tb« 
cutem  ride  of  the  Rockj  Monntaina,  being  aomstimea  900  feet  higb,  and 
the  trunk  five  feet  in  dismeler.  The  nttentimi  which  Lord  WeTmonth, 
afterwarda  Marqaia  of  Bath,  gave  to  the  coltivation  of  thia  valnsUe  tree 
haa  jnatlj  itanped  it  with  hii  name.  It  ia  now  geneTsllj  difinsed  throngh 
every  coiuidenble  plantation  in  Eo^&nd.  When  growing  in  open  aitnv 
tions  it  ii  feathered  to  the  gronnd ;  bnt,  at  general! j  fonnd  in  the  t^anadian 
fbreata,  it  is  little  moie  than  an  immenae  atick  with  a  quantity  of  hnuh  at 
ita  head,  in  about  the  lame  prDpartioii  ai  the  hairoD  the  tul  of  an  elephant. 
It  i«  of  thit  tree  that  in  geneml  the  fbre«t<  of  all  firitiah  America  are  com- 
poeed,  and  it  ii  in  fact  pecaliar  to  America.  It  i*  called  in  conunerce 
While  Pine,  Yellow  Pine,  or  Ameiieao  Pine.  The  timber  ia  very  valoable 
for  maata.  The  age  to  which  thia  tree  aniTea  is  not  known :  lOOQaannlar 
drriaioni  have  been  eoonted. 

"  Pbtiu  Pandnla  (Black  U^rdi,  or  Hack-matack)  ia  a  besntiAil  and  large 
tree,  generally  reaembling  the  laich  of  Europe.  The  bada  are  black,  and 
yield  a  fine  turpentine.  Thia  tree  waa  fint  raiaed  in  England  by  the 
celebrated  Peter  Collinaon,  whoae  original  tree,  one  of  the  treaanret  of  the 
Hill  Hill  garden,  waa  cut  down  about  the  year  1800  to  make  a  rail!  Few 
exotics  are  more  wortliy  of  general  cultivation.  The  wood  is  at  least  equal 
to  the  European  larch. 

"  Pimu  Mieroearpa  (Sad  Uttch)  resembles  the  preceding  ao  mndi, 
that  HIchanx  and  Wildman  confonnded  Uie  two  specie*  together.  Tha 
red  larch,  however,  is  now  clearly  diatingnished  aa  a  diatinct  kind.  It  ia 
named  by  the  voyagenn  L'Epinette  Bouge,  and  by  the  Hndaon'a  Bay  men 
Jnniper. — H.  Murray's  BritUk  America,  vol.  iii.,  p.  388  ;  R.  M.  Martin,  p. 
SM ;  Rees'a  C^Khpadia,  Art.  Finos. 


No.  xxviir. 

"  The  canoes  that  navigate  the  Canadian  lakes  are  among  the  most  inge- 
Dions  and  naefnl  of  the  Indian  nunofactures,  and  nothing  that  European 
ingenuity  has  devised  is  so  well  adapted  to  the  habits  and  necetntiei  of 
their  mode  «f  Ufa.  They  are  made  of  the  bark  of  the  birch  tree ;  and  of  all 
the  various  contrivances  for  tnuisporting  bnrthens  by  water,  thew  veaaeb 
are  the  moat  extraordinary.  From  the  alightness  of  their  construction, 
they  would  appear  to  be  lotally  inadequate  to  contend  against  the  ra^ds 
they  are  continually  exposed  ta  They  are  of  various  lengths,  from  twelve 
to  thirty  feet,  (the  Utter  used  only  by  the  Hndaou's  Bay  Company,)  Umr 
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brMtdth  from  foni  to  six  feet,  diminuhing  to  a  point  at  each  end  without 
diBtinctioD.  The  exterior  is  the  bark  of  the  birdt  tree,  ecsrcel;  the  eighth 
part  of  an  inch  in  thicknesa ;  it  is  kept  distended  bj  thin  hoops  and  the 
batk  ;  tlte  gimwaie  is  a  narFow  lathe,  to  which  the  hoop  and  the  baii  are 
aewed  with  narrow  itrips  of  the  roota  of  the  white  cedar  trae ;  aod  the 
joining!  in  the  baric  are  rendered  waterproof  by  a  epeciei  of  gam,  said  te 
be  collaoted  from  the  wild  dieny  tree,  which  loon  beeamea  pertectlj 
hard.  Mo  iron  work  or  nails  are  employed  in  their  construction ;  and  thej 
are  ao  light,  that  the  conunon-iiied  onm  are  easily  eanied  for  isTeial  milei 
by  a  man  of  moderate  stnngth.  The;  are  woikad  by  paddles  ovei  the 
•ides,  and  the  dextaritj  of  the  Indians  in  working  them  is  mipriaing. 
Thay,  of  comae,  push  them  forwards,  and  not  backwards,  as  in  the  <qMi»> 
tion  of  rowing.  Tbe  largest  description  will  eartj  about  fire  tons  of  umt- 
chandiae,  bendea  eight  or  ten  men.  Tbe  great  lAjectioD  that  attends  the 
use  of  baric  canoes  ia  the  diffionl^  of  keeping  them  water-tight.  It 
requires  the  greatest  attention  to  prevoit  them  from  tonching  a  rock,  or 
even  the  shore,  as  thejr  wootd  otherwise  break ;  hence  they  are  never 
brought  near  to  tlie  bank.  Two  men  keep  the  canoe  afloat  at  a  diatanee, 
whilst  the  rest  of  the  crew  load  or  onload  her.  The  easoe  is  unloaded 
every  ni^t,  niaed  oat  of  the  water,  and  left  on  the  beach  bottom 
upwards.  This  is  also  occasionally  done  when  they  stop  dnring  the 
day :  It  affords  an  opportanity  of  allowing  tbe  canoe  to  dry,  otherwise 
the  bark  abaorbs  mnch  water,  and  becomes  f«iy  heavy.  All  motim 
en  the  part  of  ^ose  on  board  is  to  be  avoided,  as  it  causes  the  pitch 
to  crack,  and  renders  the  eanoe  leaky." — Keating^  Narrativt  of  an  £rpe- 
dMoN(olA«.SM*roeqfi%i'«f«r'<.AjMr,Tol.  ii,  p.  7S,  qnoted  inSirOeorge 
Simpson's  Ovtrltmd  Jowtu^  Bound  tit  World,  vol.  i.,  p.  14. 

I«  Hontan,  in  1684,  gives  the  lame  description  of  the  bark  canoes,  and 
complains  of  "  the  inconvenience  of  their  brittle  and  tender  hbric.  if  (hey 
do  bnt  tonch  or  gnte  npon  stone  or  sand,  the  cracks  of  the  baric  fly  open, 
open  which  the  water  gets  in  and  spoils  the  provisions  and  merchandise. 
Every  day  there  is  some  nevr  chink  or  seam  to  be  gammed  over.  At  night 
they  are  always  unloaded,  and  carried  on  shore,  where  they  are  made  hot 
with  p^,  lest  the  wind  should  blow  them  away." 

Charlevoix  gives  a  nearly  similar  acconot  in  17S0,  vol.  v.,  p.  SSfl.  He 
adds :— "  Tons  cea  eanots,  jasqn'an  plus  petita,  portent  la  voile  et  avec  nn 
bon  vent  penvent  bire  vingt  lienes  par  jonr.  Sms  voiles  il  biai  avoir  de 
bona  canoteniB  poor  en  fairs  donie  dans  one  eaa  morte." 
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"Maojof  the  apecie*  of  ^cerfotm  luge,  omunent&l,  and  Talnabletieeg, 
The  kind»  in  mort  aatecm  for  making  mgar  are  Ater  datgearpim  (white,  or 
aoft  m^le),  Aetr  tagnun  (black  angar  maple),  and  Acer  taedtaritHmt  (Um 
■ngar  maple),  the  lait  two  yielding  the  greateft  quaotitj  of  mgar.  The 
process  hj  which  the  aap  ii  obtained  ii  extiemelj  aimple,  nothing  mora 
being  nccesaaiy  than  to  bore  a  bole  in  the  tree,  and  condnct  tlie  Sowing 
liqnid,  hj  means  of  a  hollowed  piece  of  wood,  into  a  venel  beneath- 
Whatever  quantity  of  aap  ii  collectsd,  it  moat  be  boiled  down  the  aama 
erening,  as  it  ii  liable  to  be  spoilt  by  fennentation  in  the  comse  of  a  few 
honrs.  The  operation  of  boiling  ia  genenlly  porfoniied  ia  a  veiy  primitiTe 
way ;  it  is  tbns  desciibed  by  the  intelligent  anthoreaa  of  .fioehoeodi  vf 
Canada : — '  A  pole  was  fixed  across  two  forked  stakes,  strong  enonch  to 
bear  the  wdgfat  of  the  big  kettle.  The  employment  daring  the  day  was 
emptying  the  tronghs  and  chopping  wood  to  snpply  the  fires.  In  the 
arening  they  lit  the  fires,  and  began  boiling  down  the  s^.  It  was  a 
pretty  and  pictoreaqaa  sight  to  see  the  sugar  boilen  with  their  bright  lof- 
fire  among  the  trees,  now  stilling  np  the  blasng  pile,  now  throwing  in  the 
liqnid  and  stirring  it  down  with  a  big  ladle.  When  the  fire  grew  fierce  it 
boiled  and  foamed  np  in  the  kettle,  and  they  had  to  tlirow  in  fresh  sap  \o 
kMp  it  from  ninninj  over.  When  the  ssp  b^ns  to  thicken  into  mnhinna 
it  ia  then  bronght  to  the  angar-boiler  to  he  finished.  The  process  ia 
ample :  it  only  requires  attention  in  skimming,  and  keeping  the  man  from 
binling  over,  till  it  has  airired  at  the  sugaring  point,  which  is  ascertained 
by  dropping  a  little  into  cold  water.  When  it  is  near  the  proper  consist- 
ency, the  kettle  or  pot  becomes  fall  of  yellow  froth,  that  dimples  and  rises 
in  largo  bubbles  from  beneath.  These  throw  out  paSs  of  steam,  and  when 
the  molasses  is  in  this  stage  it  ia  nearly  conTsrted  into  sogsr.  Thooe  who 
pay  great  attention  to  keeping  the  liquid  free  from  scnm,  and  nndersland 
the  precise  sugaring  point,  will  produce  an  article  little,  if  at  all,  inferior 
to  Mnacorado.'  It  is,  however,  often  adulterated  with  flour,  which  thickens 
and  renders  it  heavy.  It  is  very  hard,  and  requires  to  be  scraped  with  a 
knife  when  used  for  tea,  otherwise  the  lumps  would  be  a  considerable  time 
in  disaolting.  The  Canadians  say  that  it  possesses  medicinal  qnalitiea,  for 
which  they  «at  it  in  large  lumps.  It  very  possibly  acts  as  a  eorrective  to 
(he  vast  quantity  of  &t  pork  which  they  consume,  as  it  posasaSBa  a  greater 
degree  of  acidity  than  the  West  India  sugBJ.  Before  salt  was  in  use,  sugar 
was  eaten  with  meat  as  a  corrective  :  benee,  probably,  the  custom  of  eating 
•weet-apple  sauce  with  poik  and  goose,  and  curtaot-jelly  with  hare  and 
veniaou." — Lambert,  vol.  i.,  p,  84. 

"  The  production  of  maple  sogar  amounted  (in  183fi)  to  about  80,000  cwt. 
annually.  A  plantation  of  mqile  is  termed  '  snegari,'  and  is  considered 
Tsiy  vtlaable  :  the  mgar  sells  from  3i.  to  6ii  per  pound.    A  modMato 
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tne  is  nid  to  jield  from  twentj'  to  tliiitj  galloiu  of  Uw  up,  from  which 
nuy  be  extracted  five  or  edz  poonda  of  sngsr.  Nor  is  nigBT  the  only  pro- 
duct to  be  obtained  ftom  1Mb  Taluable  tree :  strong  and  eicelleot  Tinegar 
is  made  ham  it,  u  wdl  u  good  wins  ;  and,  with  the  addition  of  hops, 
•oond  and  pleasant  beer  may  be  had  at  a  very  trifiing  expense." — H. 
Hmraj's  Canada,  vol.  iii.,  p.  316  ;  Gnj's  Gatuxla,  p.  224. 

*'  It  is  a  very  remarkable  bet  that  these  trees,  after  having  been  tapped 
for  six  or  teren  ancceaaive  yean,  always  yield  more  sap  than  they  do  on 
being  first  wounded.  Hii*  sap,  however,  ia  not  so  rich  as  that  which  the 
trees  distil  for  the  first  time  ;  bnt,  from  its  coming  in  an  increased  portion, 
as  mnch  sugar  is  generally  prodnoed  from  a  single  tree  on  the  fifth  or  sixth 
year  of  its  being  tapped  as  (m  the  first. 

"  The  ingenions  Mr.  Nooth  of  Quebec,  who  in  at  the  head  of  the  general 
hospital  ia  Canada,  has  made  a  variety  of  experiments  npon  the  mono&c- 
tnre  of  maple  sngar.  He  has  giannlated,  and  alao  refined  it,  bo  as  to  render 
it  equal  to  the  beet  lamp  sngar  that  is  made  in  England.  To  convince  the 
Cauadiana  also,  who  are  aa  incrednlons  on  aome  pointa  as  they  are  creda- 
lons  on  others,  that  it  was  really  maple  sngar  that  they  saw  thns  refined, 
he  bas  contrived  to  have  large  lamps,  exhibiting  the  sngar  in  its  different 
stages  towarda  refinement,  the  lower  part  of  the  lompa  being  left  hard, 
similar  to  the  common  cakea,  the  middle  part  grannlated,  and  the  npper 
part  refined.  Dr.  Nooth  has  calculated  that  the  sale  of  the  molaasea  alone 
woold  be  fally  adequate  to  the  expense  of  refining  the  maple  sngar,  if  a 
manufactory  for  that  purpose  were  established.  Some  attempts  have  been 
made  to  establish  one  of  the  kind  at  Qoebec ;  bat  they  have  nerer  aac- 
ceeded,  as  the  persons  by  whom  they  were  made  were  adventnreis,  that 
had  not  sufficient  capital  for  such  an  undertaking. " — Weld,  1800,  p.  S7], 

Charlevoix  sayi  in  his  Journal,  "  On  me  regale  ici  d'eau  d'eiable — elle 
est  d^dense,  d'nn  fraicheoi  admirable  et  fort  s^ne.  Pont  qn'elle  conle 
Bvec  abondance,  il  fant  qu'il  y  ait  beancoap  de  neiges  sor  la  terre,  qn'il  ait 
gel£  pendant  la  nuit,  qne  le  del  soit  aerein,  et  que  le  vent  ne  soit  pas  trop 
froid.  Nos  Arables  aaroient  pent-etre  la  meme  veitn,  ai  nona  aviona  en 
France  antant  de  neiges  qa'en  Canada,  et  si  elles  y  dnroient  ansai  lontems. 
J'en  ai  donn^  ik  fondre  i  nn  refineur  d'Orleans  qni  n'y  a  troav^  d'antre 
d^&nt  qne  ce  qo'il  n'avoit  paa  iti  snffisamment  ^at£  II  le  croyoit 
m£me  de  maillMirv  quality  de  I'antre."— Vol.  v.,  p.  161. 


No.  XXX. 

"Qnelqoes  nations  tirent  lenr  snbaistaiice,  d'nne  aoite  de  grain  qne  la 
Natare  prodnit  d'ell»-m£me,  on  le  nomme  le  folle-avoine,  dont  let  Fna- 
fais  ont  transport^  le  nom  ik  qaelquea-onea  de  ces  nations.  Cest  one 
plant*  mardcageDse  qm  approche  assei  de  I'avoine,  mais  qui  est  mienx 
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nonrric.  Let  unvagM  vont  1a  chwcher  dan*  lean  camata,  M  tama  de  is 
matorit^.  Ill  ne  font  qna  aicoaer  lea  ^pU,  lu  quels  I'^gruMent  bcikmait, 
i»  Hrte  qne  lean  canols  aont  bian-Uk  remplis,  et  lean  pnmaiana  bien- 
tdt  faites,  BUia  qn'ili  ioieot  oblige  de  UbooFer  ni  de  aemar." — I^filav, 
torn,  ii.,  96. 

Hub  grain  ia  the  Zixaitia  aq%iatioa  of  Liu&una.  Kalm  oalla  it  tlie  water 
tare-giaaa,  and  aaT*  that  "the  Indiana  reckon  it  among  their  dainty  diahes. 
It  grows  in  plen^  in  their  lakes,  in  atagnant  waten,  and  Mmetimea  in 
liTen  whieh  flow  slowly.  They  gathw  its  seeds  in  October,  and  i»apara 
tbem  in  different  wajre,  and  chiefly  as  groats,  which  take  almost  as  wall  m 
rice." — Kalm  in  Pinkerton,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  696. 

"  Common  in  all  the  walera  from  Canada  to  Florida,  and  known  1^  the 
name  of  Toacarora,*  or  wild  rice." — Pnrah.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  introduced 
it  into  thia  conntiy  in  1790,  and  CDltivBted  it  abondantly  in  the  ponda  of 
bit  villa  of  Spring  Orore.  The  neda  were  obtained  from  Canada  in  jara 
of  water.  Hr.  Lambert  is  of  opinion  that  thia  grain  might  be  coltiTateci 
in  many  shallow  lafcea  of  Ireland,  and  tnmad  to  eonaidenble  advanttga. 


No.  IXXI. 


"  Hie  toil  and  climate  of  Canada  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
hemp.  The  Society  for  tlie  Bnconragement  of  Arts,  &c.,  aaaert,  in  Qieir 
preface  to  Vol.  XXI.,  "  That  they  have  ascertained,  by  actual  experimental, 
that  Canada  can  furnish  hemp  eqnal  in  qnali^  for  the  nses  of  the  lacrj  to 
that  from  the  Baltic."  Hemp  ia  one  of  the  moat  valoable  and  profitaUs 
prodnctions  of  the  earth.  It  enrichea  the  cnltivator,  and  famishes  ahipfdng 
witb  the  moat  nsefal  and  important  part  of  its  equipment.  Hie  aereral 
proceases  of  hemp,  also,  benefit  the  atata,  by  employing  many  hands  that 
ooald  not  be  so  naefally  and  profitably  engaged  in  other  oocnpationB.  71i« 
advantage,  therefore-,  which  a  connby  most  derive  from  the  caltnni  and 
mannfiictiire  of  hemp,  throog^ont  ita  several  branches,  cannot  be  donbtad, 
and  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  importance  which  Russia  has  derived 
from  her  commerce  in  that  article,  by  which  ahe  haa,  in  a  manner,  rendned 
the  greateat  navy  in  the  world  dependent  npon  her  vrill  and  o^os. 
The  importation  of  hemp  from  RnsaiB  has  annnally  amoonted  to  no  \tm 
than  30,000  tona  for  the  general  consumption  of  the  country,  and  for  the 

*  Th*  Tdusiomi,  w  called  from  Iba  '^ild  Bioa,i>ers  ■  tm«  of  tbe  Iroqnoii.  It 
ii  of  thtm  that  tin  blile  wu  nurMcd  thkt  Owen  Cfaapeliin  (in  161 9)  rnni  hinutlf 
fnta  tlmr  hudi  whm  tbcj  wcrs  about  toKBlphim,  b;  aimkiag  in  U>  GialJt  mnthor 
toDgm.  Cstlin  Ii  Inclined  to  eonaidar  tbe  fair  and  ficqaantlf  hlos-ajad  natioa  tt  tka 
•  to  ba  a  ni»d  noa,  batwaea  Iba  aabaat  Walih  and  the  AnMneaa  abod- 
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DM  of  the  Rojai  NaTjr.  It  mnat,  therefore,  in  ereiy  point  of  view,  be  s 
great  object  to  Qreat  BritAui  b>  dnw  ber  iapplie*  of  hemp  from  her  own 
coloniee.  The  efforts  of  Qoremment  to  promote  ita  general  cultivation  have 
hitherto  proved  reiy  partially  micceMfal.  The  &iIore  is  attributed,  in  a 
great  degrae,  to  the  attachment  of  Uie  Canadians  to  old  cnatome,  and  the 
oppoeitioD  of  the  Romish  clergy,  hemp  not  being  a  titbeable  article.  The 
wheat  merchants  and  the  aeiguioiB,  who  depend  for  succeae  in  trade  and 
for  the  conatant  employment  of  their  mills,  the  chief  eoarce  of  their 
rerenaas,  npoD  abondant  crop*  of  wbeat,  are  strongly  opposed  to  the 
introdadioa  of  the  cnltnre  of  hemp,  which  they  conceive  would  partly,  if 
not  wholly,  annihilate  that  of  wheat"— Lambert,  vol.  i.,  p.  449. 

M.  de  Talon,  the  able  Intendaot  of  Qnebec  (in  166S),  strongly  recom- 
mended the  cultivation  of  hemp,  having  ascertained  that  th^  natora  of  the 
soil  and  climate  promised  every  possible  success. 


No.  XXXII. 

"  It  ie  calculated  that  there  is  a  greater  proportion  of  wheat  soil  in  the 
Canadas  than  in  England ;  and  that  if  this  valoable  grain  were  cultivated 
in  this  latter  conntry  in  the  same  defective  manner  as  in  these  provinces, 
it  could  not  be  of  much  value.  Climate,  an  eqnally  important  particular, 
seems,  at  first  eight,  less  favourable  than  soil.  A  region  which,  for  several 
months,  and,  in  eome  districts,  for  more  than  half  the  year,  remains  buried 
in  frost  and  snow,  may  well  be  sapposed  onfriendly  to  vegetation.  The 
strong,  steady  heat  of  summer,  however,  counteracts  almost  completely 
this  chilling  infinence,  and  matnres,  with  enrprising  rapidity,  the  most 
valaable  plants.  Mr.  Evans  has  had  wheat  in  ear  nine  weeks  aftw  it  was 
sown.  Even  the  violent  alternations  of  frost  and  thaw,  of  snow  and  laln, 
instead  of  injoring  vegetation,  are  fonnd  to  polverise  and  soflen  the  aoil, 
and  thus  render  it  more  fertile  with  less  culture.  The  great  steadiness  of 
the  summer  weather  exempts  plants  from  sundry  vicisaitndes  which  they 
undergo  in  a  more  changeable  climate.  From  these  canses,  the  aimualt 
suited  to  a  temperate  region  grow  in  Canada  to  full  perfection,  and  as 
these  inclade  the  grains  fitted  for  bread,  the  food  most  essential  to  man, 
she  has  little  cause  to  envy  any  other  country.  In  regard  to  wheat, 
indeed,  the  chief  of  thoee  vegetables,  this  observation  most  be  somewhat 
restricted.  Its  plants  are  so  far  biennial,  that  to  acquire  the  veiy  first 
qnality  Uiey  must  be  sown  during  the  preceding  antnmn.  Yet  this  course 
has  not  been  foond  safe  in  Lower  Canada,  where  wheat  must  be  treated 
as  an  annnal,  sown  in  spring,  and  reaped  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
defect  is  owing,  not  to  the  rigoor  of  the  winter,  still  lees  to  the  depth  of 
•now,  which,  on  the  oontrary,  is  fonnd  to  protect  and  cherish  vegetable 
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growth,  bat  ia  ascribed  to  leTere  froits,  violent  and  chilling  mns,  occniring 
after  the  enow  hoa  left  the  ground,  aad  the  plants  have  made  ioiim 
progresa.  An  opinion  i«  entertained  that,  with  good  management,  antnam 
wheat  might  be  raised  with  snccesa.  The  Britiah  American  I«nd  Com- 
pany have  decidedly  adopted  this  idea,  and  Bome  anccessfal  experiment* 
have  been  made.  Mr.  Evane,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  from  the  above 
cansei,  duIsbb  in  eome  tavonred  sitoations,  it  mn«t  always  be  an  nuaafe 
crop,  and  pecoliarly  liable  to  disease.  He  had  once  antnmn  and  ipriDg 
wheats  growing  on  the  same  field,  when,  although  the  first  was  completely 
rained  by  nist  and  mildew,  the  otber  proved  escellenL  He  seems  to 
apprehend,  therefore,  that  Lower  Canada  mast  be  content  with  her  good 
spring  growth.  It  is  said,  however,  to  reqnire  a  soil  more  minntely 
pulverised,  while  the  grain  produced  contains  a  grealer  proportion  of 
glnten,  and  is  thus  harder  and  more  difficnlt  to  grind.  In  Upper  Canada, 
antnmn  wheat  it  raised  without  any  difficulty ," — H.  Hnrray,  vol  i.,  p.  339. 
"  Canada  wheat  is  of  an  excellent  quality ;  it  is  thonght  mperior  to  t^ 
Baltic  wheat,  being  harder,  and  yielding  more  flonr  in  propiKtioD  to  the 
qoalitj.  The  Canadian  farmers  are  very  u^ligent  in  preventing  the 
growth  of  weeds,  so  that  the  wheat  when  threshed  is  very  fonl,  and 
seldom  or  never  in  a  condition  to  be  shipped  nntil  it  is  cleaned.  For  that 
purpose,  it  nndei^goes  the  operation  of  being  once  or  twice  pat  throng 
what  is  called  the  en^i&K**— Gray^  Canada,  p,  199, 


No.  XXXIII. 

It  is  still  a  subject  of  dispute  amongst  natnralists,  whether  the  mooi»> 
deer  and  the  elk  are  the  same  animal.  Professor  Kalm  and  his  translator, 
Fontfir,  formed  this  opinion  principally  on  the  Algonquin  name  far  the 
elk,  Muttt — the  final  n  being  scarcely  aonnded.  The  Algonqnins,  before 
the  Iroqnois  attained  to  snch  great  power  in  America,  were  tiie  principal 
nation  in  the  northern  part  of  the  ccoktinent,  and  their  language  a  kind  of 
oniverssl  langnage.  Charlevoix  saya,  "  Ce  qn'  on  appelle  ici  Origual,  c'est 
ee  qn'  en  Allemagne,  en  Pologne,  et  en  Mnscovie  on  nonune  Elan,  on  la 
Grand  Bite."  The  first  mention  of  this  remarkable  animal  is  in  a  tiaot 
of  Mr.  Josoelyn'a,  entitled  "  New  England  Itarities."  That  anthor  saja, 
"It  is  a  very  fine  creature,  growing  to  twelve  feet  high  ;  the  honis  an 
extremely  beaotifal,  with  broad  palms,  some  of  them  fnll-grown,  being 
two  bthom  from  the  tip  of  one  bom  to  the  tip  of  the  other."  The  aame 
anthor,  in  another  work,  entitled  "  Two  Voyages  to  New  England,"  ealli 
this  cieatnre  "a  monster  of  snperflnity; "  and  says  that,  "when  taS- 
grown  it  is  many  times  larger  than  sn  ox."  The  best  aeeonnt,  however, 
of  the  moow-deei  is  Hr.  Panl  Dudley's.     This  gentleman  says  tbey  are  of 


itizecoy  Google 


APPENDIX.  437 

two  kind) — the  eonunon  light-grej  iaoima-d«et,  called  by  the  iDdiuia 
W<impco*e,  and  the  Urger  black  moose.  Tbe  grey  moow  U  the  same 
animal  which  He.  CUjton,  in  hii  account  of  the  Virginian  qnadrnpeda, 
calla  tbe  dk ;  and  thk  is  the  ereatoie  described  in  the  Anatomical 
Discoreries  of  the  Paris  Academy,  under  the  name  of  the  Stag  of  Canada, 
Homa  of  this  creatnie  have  been  sent  &om  Viigioia,  and  called  elks'  homs ; 
they  are  wholly  the  Bame  with  those  of  out  red-deer,  except  in  size ; 
weighing  about  twelve  pounds,  and  measniing  from  the  burr  to  the  tip 
abont  six  feet  long.— PM.  Ihint.,  No.  exliv.,p.  386 ;  Abr.,  vol.  vii.,  p.  447. 
Mr.  Dudley  says  that  the  grey  mooee  a  like  the  English  deer,  and  that 
these  creatnres  herd  together  thirty  or  more  in  a  company.  The  black  or 
large  moose  has  heen  taken,  he  says,  measnring  14  spana  in  height  &om 
the  withen,  which,  allowing  9  inches  to  the  span,  is  10}  feet.  The  large 
horns  fonnd  fosaile  in  Ireland  have,  &om  their  vast  dimensions,  been 
■Dppoeed  to  have  originally  belonged  to  the  black  moose-deer  ;  they  are 
provided  with  biow  antlera  between  the  bnrr  and  the  palm,  which  the 
Bnropean  elk  has  not,  and  the  American  has.  However,  tbe  largest 
homs  of  the  American  moose  ever  brought  over  are  only  32  inches  long, 
and  34  between  tip  and  tip,  while  some  of  the  Irish  homs  are  near  12  feet 
between  tip  and  tip,  and  6  feet  4  inches  long ;  they  may  probably  be 
ranked  among  those  remains  which  fossilists  distinguish  by  tbe  title  of 
dilnvian. 

Professor  Kalm  says,  "  They  sometimes  dig  very  large  bonis  out  of  the 
groond  in  Ireland,  and  nobody  in  that  country,  or  any  where  else  in  the 
world,  knows  any  animal  that  has  such  homs.  This  has  indnced  many  to 
believe  that  it  is  tbe  moose-deer  so  famous  in  North  America,  and  that 
the  homs  found  were  of  animals  of  this  kind  which  had  formerly  lived  in 
that  island,  but  were  gisdnally  destroyed.  It  has  even  been  concluded  that 
Ireland,  in  distant  ages,  either  was  connected  with  North  America,  or  that 
a  number  of  little  islands,  which  are  lost  at  present,  made  a  ch»n  between 
them.  This  led  me  to  inquire  whether  an  animal  with  such  eicessife 
great  homs  as  are  ascribed  to  the  moose-deer  had  ever  been  seen  in  any 
part  of  this  conntiy.  Hr.  Bertram  told  me  that  he  had  carefully  inquired 
to  that  purpose,  and  was  entirely  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  such  animal 
in  North  America.  Mr.  Franklin  related  that  he  had,  when  a  boy,  seen 
two  of  the  animal  a  which  they  call  moose-deer  ;  but  he  well  remembered 
that  they  were  not  near  of  such  a  siie  as  they  mnst  have  been,  if  the  homs 
fonnd  in  Ireland  were  to  fit  them.  The  two  animals  which  he  saw  were 
bronght  to  Boston  in  order  to  be  sent  to  England  to  Queen  Anne.  The 
height  of  the  animal  np  to  tbe  back  was  that  of  a  pretty  tall  horse,  but  the 
head  and  its  honu  were  still  higher,  pn  my  travels  in  Canada,  I  often 
inquired  of  the  Frenchmen  whether  there  had  ever  been  Been  so  large  an 
animal  in  this  country,  as  some  people  say  there  is  in  North  America,  and 
with  such  great  homs  as  are  sometimes  dug  out  in  Ireland.  But  I  was 
tdways  told  that  they  hod  never  heard  of  it,  much  leas  seen  it ;  some 
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■dded  that  if  there  wu  such  an  aajnul,  thejr  certunl;  mnat  baTe  nwt  with 
itioBomeof  theirexcQisionain  th«woodi." — KalmiiiPiiilc,Tol.  siU,,p.47S. 
In  shape  the  ellc  or  mooae-deer  ia  macb  leai  elt^ant  than  the  reat  of  the 
deer  kind,  baving  a  very  shott  and  thick  neck  ;  a  laige  liead ;  homa 
i1 ''«<■"£  immediately  frton  the  baae  into  a  bToad,  palinat«d  form ;  a  thick, 
broad  npper  lip,  hanging  verj  much  over  the  lower ;  very  high  shonldeim, 
and  lonii;  legt.  The  boir  i(  a  dark  greyish-brown  colour,  Strang,  coarse, 
ukd  elastic,  much  longer  on  the  top  of  the  ahonlders  and  ridge  of  the  neck 
than  on  other  pute,  fonning  together  a  kind  of  ctiffisb  mane ;  the  eye  and 
ears  are  large,  the  boofe  broad,  and  the  twl  extremely  abort,  lie  elk 
resides  principally  in  the  midst  of  foreata,  for  the  coDTenience  «f  browu^ 
the  boughs  of  trees,  becaose  it  is  pnTented  from  granng  with  facility  on 
accoont  of  the  shortness  of  the  neck,  and  Ibe  disproportionate  length  of  the 
legs.  Their  gait  ia  remarkable  ;  their  general  pace  is  described  to  be  a 
high,  abambling,  bat  very  swift  tfot,  the  feet  being  lifted  op  very  bi^ 
and  Uie  hoofs  clattering  mnch  during  their  motion ;  in  their  common  walk 
they  lift  their  feet  very  high,  and  will  withont  difficulty  step  over  a  gate 
five  feet  high.  The  flesh  of  the  mooee  is  extremely  sweet  and  nomishiiig ; 
the  Indians  say  that  they  can  travel  three  times  fiuther  after  a  meal  of 
mooaa  than  after  any  other  animal  food.  The  tangoes  are  excellent ;  bnt 
the  nose  is  said  to  be  perfectly  marrow,  and  is  considered  the  greatest 
delicacy  in  Canada.  The  skin  makes  excellent  baff,  being  strong,  soft, 
and  light.  The  Indians  dress  the  hide,  and  after  soaking  it  for  nmie  time, 
stretch  and  render  it  snpple  by  a  lather  of  the  hiaina  in  hot  water.  Thty 
not  only  make  their  snow-shoes  of  the  skin,  bnt  after  the  chase  oover  the 
hall  of  their  canoes  with  it,  in  which  they  return  horns  with  the  spoila 
of  their  chase.  The  hair  on  the  neck,  withers,  and  hams  of  a  fnll-growa 
elk  ii  of  cennderable  use  in  mailing  mattresses  and  saddles  ;  and  the  pat- 
mated  parts  of  the  homa  are  fnitbei  eicarated  by  the  Indians,  and  aat- 
Terted  into  ladles  and  other  culinary  articlea.  An  ancient  anpentition  haa 
prevailed,  that  the  elk  is  natnrally  mbject  to  epilepsy,  and  that  it  finds  ita 
cure  by  scratching  its  ear  wilh  the  hoof  until  it  draws  blood  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  this  noUon,  the  hoofs  of  the  elk  form  on  article  of  the  andent 
materia  medica.  A  piece  of  the  hoof  was  anciently  set  in  a  ring,  and  woni 
aa  a  preservative  against  the  complaint  above  mentioned ;  sometimes  the 
hoof  was  held  in  the  patient's  hand,  or  applied  to  the  poise,  to  the  left 
•ar,  or  suspended  from  the  neck. — Reea's  Cfyelopeedia,  art.,  Cerma  Alces ; 
I^mbert's  Catiada,  vol.  i.,  p.  414. 

Charlevoix  speaks  of  the  species  having  been  almost  entirely  destrc^ad 
even  in  bis  time  (1721)  by  the  indiscriminate  carnage  of  the  early  aettleia. 
— Vol.  v.,  p.  1S4.  "  Lea  Orignanx  £toient  partout  k  foison,  lonqoe  nooa 
d^ouvrimes  a  pays,  et  lis  ponvoient  faire  nn  objet  pour  le  commerce,  use 
douceur  poor  la  vie,  si  on  lea  avoit  mieux  menagta." — Vol.  v.,  p.  193. 

La  HoDtan  nunutely  describes  the  chaae  of  the  elk  or  moose-dsar,  in 
which  laborious  amoasment  he  spent  three  months.    Fifty-nx  elks  wen 
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killed  bf  the  party  of  MTtges  who  accompanied  him.  He  mqi  that  the 
fleah  of  the  Origusl  eatB  delicionsly.  He  was  awurad  hy  the  MTme*  that 
ID  Banuner  it  wonid  tiot  for  three  dsya  and  three  nights  without  inter- 
Btiwion  i  it  neithar  nuu  nor  skip*,  he  says,  bat  its  trot  will  almost  keep 
up  with  the  mimiDg  of  a  hart. — La  Hoatoa  in  Pinkerton,  toL  xiii., 
p.  884. 


No.  XXXIV. 

Until  AmerUctmu,  a  apedea  distinct  from  the  black  bou  of  Enrope ; 
it  faaa  a  long  pointed  nose  and  narrow  forehead,  the  hair  of  a  glMsy  black 
colour,  smoother  and  shorter  than  that  of  the  European  kind,  and  is 
generally  smaller  than  the  European  bear,  The  brown  bear,  UrmtAretoi, 
is  also  fonnd  in  some  of  the  northern  parts  of  America.  La  Hontan 
observed  the  difference  of  dispoaition  between  the  brown  and  the  black 
bear;  the  latter,  he  sajH,  "are  extremely  black,  bnt  not  mischievous,  for 
they  never  attack  one  nnless  they  be  wounded  or  fired  upon."  The 
reddish  (roi^fedirtt)  bears  are  mischievoas  creatnres,  for  they  fall  fiercely 
npon  the  huntsman,  whereas  the  black  fly  from  them.  .The  former  sort 
are  less  and  more  nimble  than  the  latter.  The  flesh  of  the  black  bear, 
and  above  all,  their  feet  are  very  nice  victnals.  The  savages  affirm  that 
no  flesh  is  so  delidoas  as  that  of  bears,  and  I  think  they  are  right.* — 
La  Hontan  in  Pinkerton,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  SSB.     Charlevoix,  vol.  v„  p.  172. 

The  Urtut  Maritimut,  or  Polar  Bear,  is  confined  to  the  coldest  parts  of 
the  globe,  being  unknown  except  on  the  coasts  of  Hndson's  Bay,  Green- 
land, and  Spilzbergen.  (Lambert  says  that  they  have  been  seeA  at 
Newfoundland,  and  La  Hontan  saw  one  at  a  distance  at  Placeqtia.)  This 
animal  grows  to  bo  great  a  size  that  the  sldn  of  some  are  thirteen  feet  long. 
They  are  so  fond  of  hnmaa  flesh  that  they  will  greedily  disinter  dead 
bodies;  they  will  attack  companies  of  armed  men,  and  will  even  board 
small  vessels.  The  skins  of  the  Polar  Bear  were  foimarly  offered  by  the 
hunters  of  the  Arctic  Regions  to  the  high  altars  of  cathedral  and  other 
churches,  for  the  priest  to  stand  on  during  the  celebration  of  mass  in 
winter. — Beea^  CjfcloptBdia,  art,  Uisua. 

Captain  Clarke  agrees  with  La  Hontan  in  ascribing  fierceness  of  dispo- 
■ilioQ  to  the  brown  bear,  and  also  speaks  of  it  as  "  reddish,"  or  of  a  bay 
brown.  "  We  had  rather,"  eays  Captain  Clarke,  "encounter  two  Indiaiu 
than  meet  a  single  brown  bear ;  their  very  track  in  the  mad  or  sand, 
which  we  have  sometimes  found   11  inches  long,  and  71  wide,   ezcla- 


*  Bear*!  flesh  ii  reckaned  una  of  the  grgatMt  raritin  among  the  Chincw  \  Inw- 
mDch  that,  *■  Du  Hslds  inromii  oi,  the  Emperor  will  Mod  fiftj  or  k  hundred  leifuci 
iiiM  Tuterj,  to  proeare  it  f«  ■  greil  enKattiiuiHiK. 


,1,1.1,  Google 


440  THE   CONQUEST   07   CANADA. 

tiTe  of  the  tsloiu,  n  ahnniog.  The  woodBrful  power  of  life  whidi 
they  ponew  renders  them  dreadful ;  there  U  no  cbaaee  of  killing  tbem 
hy  ft  ncg^e  ehot,  nnlesB  the  boll  goes  tbroogh  the  brain-"  ....  Six 
of  Captain  Clarke's  partj,  all  good  hnnters,  haTmg  li^t  of  a  luge  one  of 
the  brown  breed,  came  nnperceived  within  fortj  paces  of  him ;  four  of 
them  then  fiied  and  each  lodged  a  ball  in  his  body,  two  of  which  went 
directlj  through  the  Inngs.  Th«  biave  heart  made  at  them  instantly ;  as 
be  came  near,  the  two  men  who  had  reserved  their  shot,  both  wounded 
him ;  one  of  the  baU«  broke  his  shoolder,  and  retarded  his  motion  for  a 
moment ;  before  thej  conld  reload  he  was  so  nesr  that  thej  all  tan  to  the 
river ;  two  jnmped  into  the  canoe,  the  other  foar  aeparated,  hid  themselTes 
among  the  willows,  and  firing  as  bst  as  they  could  reload,  strack  him 
repeatedly,  bat  every  shot  seemed  as  if  it  only  served  to  guide  tarn,  and  he 
pursued  two  of  them  so  closely  that  at  last  they  threw  aside  their  gnni 
and  pouches  and  jumped  down  a  perpendicular  bank  of  twenty  feet  into 
the  water.  Even  this  did  not  secure  them ;  Bruin  sprang  after  them,  and 
was  within  a  few  feet  of  the  hindetmost,  when  one  of  the  hunters  from 
the  shore  shot  bim  in  the  head.  It  was  fonnd  that  eight  balls  had  passed 
throu^  him.  Another  brown  bear,  after  being  shot  five  times  through  the 
lungs,  and  lecriving  four  other  wounds,  swam  half  across  the  river  to  a 
sand-bar.  This  creatnre  measured  8  feet  71  inches  &om  the  nose  to 
the  extremity  of  the  hind  feet,  and  his  heart  was  as  big  as  that  of  a 
Urge  ox,  his  maw  ten  times  larger.  Another  having  been  shot  throngh 
the  middla  of  the  Inngi,  pnitued  his  enemy  for  half  a  mile,  then  travelled 
more  than  a  mile  in  another  direction,  and  dug,  as  if  for  his  grave,  a  hole 
for  hinuelf  in  the  earth,  two  feet  deep  and  five  feet  long,  in  which  he  was 
found  by  the  hunters.  The  skin  of  this  beast  was  a  burden  for  two  moL 
—Captun  Lewis  and  Clarke's  Ti^iwU  to  the  Sourea  if  lie  MuMimri  Xnir. 


No.  XXXV. 

"  None  of  the  foxes  of  North  America  possess  the  long  endnring  speed  of 
the  European  kind,  their  strength  appearing  to  be  exhausted  at  the  first 
burst,  after  which  they  are  easily  overtaken  bj  a  mounted  horseman.  The 
American  cross  fox  (Cunit  ieautaliu)  is  probably  nothing  mors  than  a 
variety  of  the  red  fox  of  that  conntiy  {Canit  Jviau),  though  usually  of 
smaller  size.  Its  for  is  highly  esteemed ;  a  single  dcin,  not  many  years 
ago,  being  worth  frnn  four  to  five  guineas,  while  that  of  the  red  fox  did 
not  bring  more  than  16*.  The  black,  or  silver  fox  {Cmi*  myeiUatiit)  is 
a  much  Tver  and  still  more  valuable  variety,  of  which  seldom  more  than 
four  or  five  individuals  are  ever  taken  at  any  ungle  post  thron^ont  the 
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Tear.  It  TsriM&omkniixed  OThoaijhDetoaahiningbUckj&ndLaHantaD 
obMTTBH,  that  in  his  time,  the  skin  of  one  was  worth  itt  weight  in  gold. 
We  know  that  it  atill  brings  nx  timei  the  price  of  any  fnr  obtained  in 
Ameiiea." — H.  Mumy,  toI.  iiL,  p,  B3fl. 


No.  IXXVI. 

Chaderoix  tayt,  that  ham  and  rabbita  are  the  lams  in  America  ai  in 
Europe,  except  that  theit  hinder  feet  are  longer  than  theii  fore  feet  The 
rabbit,  howeTer,  has  nerer  been  fonnd  wild  in  anj  part  of  America. 
La  Hontan  iaTS  that  the  Oshb  are  little  animala  like  harea,  and  reaemble 
them  in  ereiything  eiMpting  the  Ban  and  fore  feet. 


No.  IIXVII. 

Scinnu,  a  name  formed  of.  two  Qreek  worda,  aignifying  shade  and  tail, 
because  the  t^  serves  thii  animal  for  an  umbrella.  The  Sciums  Niger, 
black  aqnirrel ;  the  8,  Volpinns,  cat  sqniirel  j  the  8.  Hndsonios,  Hudson's 
Bay  sqniirel,  and  S.  Striatns,  striped  squirrel,  are  all  natives  of  Canada, 
besides  two  qieeies  of  flying  squinels.  The  S.  Cinereus,  grey  sqaiirel,  is 
confined  entirely  to  North  America.  It  is  abont  half  the  siie  of  a  full 
grown  rabbit ;  the  animal  is  of  an  elegant  pale  grey,  with  the  inride  of  the 
limhe  and  the  nnder  part  of  the  body  white  ;  the  ears  and  tail  are  some- 
times tinfed  with  black.  It  is  frequently  so  nnmerons  as  to  do  incredible 
mischief  to  {dantationa  of  com ;  hence  it  ia  a  proscribed  animal,  and  34. 
per  head  given  for  every  one  killed ;  at  which  rat«,  in  the  year  1749, 
8,000/.  were  paid  in  rewards. 

The  block  squirrel.  Weld  says,  is  also  peenliar  to  North  America.  It 
is  entirely  of  a  shining  black,  except  that  the  manle  and  the  tail  are 
sometimes  white  ;  specimens  have  sometimes  been  seen  with  a  white  ring 
round  the  neck.  "In  this  year"  (1796)  Weld  says,  "the  black  squirrels 
migrated  from  the  south,  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  As  if 
conscious  of  their  inability  to  ciots  a  very  wide  piece  of  water,  they  bent 
their  GOQTse  towards  Niagara  river,  above  the  &lls,  and  at  its  narrowest 
and  most  tranquil  part,  crossed  over  into  the  British  territory.  It  was 
calculated  that  upwards  of  00,000  of  them  crossed  the  river  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  days,  and  such  great  depredations  did  they  commit  on 
arriving  at  the  oppodle  nde,  that  in  one  part  of  the  coontiy  the  farmers 
deemed  thenuelvee  very  fortunate  where  they  got  in  as  much  as  one-third 
of  their  crops  of  com.    Some  writers  have  asserted  that  these  animals 
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caiuiot  cwim,  bnt  thil  whoi  tliey  coma  to  a  riTBr,  in  migtatuig,  eadi  cmm 
pnrridM  itMlf  with  a  piece  dI  wood  or  bark,  upon  whidi,  whoi  a  broBn- 
ble  wind  ofTen,  they  embark,  aprMd  thai  bndiy  tail*  to  catdi  the  wind, 
and  axe  thoa  wafted  over  to  the  oppoat«  aide.  Wbetfaer  thcM  -"•—■^  do 
or  do  not  lometiniei  cnM  in  this  manner.  I  oumot  take  upon  me  to  aaj, 
bnt  I  ctm  lafelj  a&m,  that  ihaj  do  not  alwajB  croM  so,  for  I  have  cft«n 
■hot  them  in  the  water  while  iwimming.  Theii  tail  ia  naefnl  to  them  bj 
waj  of  rodder,  and  thej  use  it  with  great  dexterity ;  owing  to  ita  beii^ 
■o  light  and  boahj,  tlie  greater  part  of  it  floata  npoD  tlie  water,  and  tlraa 
belpe  to  mpport  the  ai)iinal."_P.  330. 

The  8.  Striataa,  atriped  aqnirrel,  ia  a  native  of  the  colder  parta  of 
America  and  Ada,  bnt  hm  aomatimea  been  found  in  Europe  aIm.  Ita 
body  i«  yeUowiih,  with  five  longitudinal  ttripea  of  a  blaekith  coloor.  It 
differs  from  (he  major  part  of  the  (qnitrel  tribe  in  ita  mode  of  life, 
which  rather  reaembles  t^at  of  the  dormonae.  It  teaemblea  some 
of  the  monae  tribe  in  thia,  that  it  ii  provided  with  cheek  ponchea 
for  the  t«mporai7  reception  of  food,  a  peculiarity  not  to  be  found 
in  any  other  species  of  aqnirreL  It  ia  not  known  whether  this  ia  the 
tame  Bpeciea  aa  that  described  by  La  Bontan  aa  "  Sniaae  sqaitrela,  little 
aniuuila  reaembling  rata."  The  epithet  Saisae  ia  beatowed  upon  them  in 
regard  that  tbs  hail  which  coven  their  body  ia  itreaked  with  black  and 
white,  and  isaemblea  a  Suiaae'a  doublet;  and  these  streaka  make  a  ring  on 
each  thigh  that  atrongly  reaemblea  a  Soisaa'a  e^.  He  alio  deacribea  "  the 
flying  squirrela,  aa  big  aa  a  large  rat,  and  of  a  greyiah  white  colour.  Tliey 
are  aa  droway  aa  those  of  the  other  apeciea  are  watchfiiL  They  are  called 
flying  aqoirrela,  in  rt^ard  that  they  By  from  one  tree  to  another,  by  the 
meana  of  a  certun  akin  which  atretchea  itaelf  out  in  the  form  of  a  wing, 
when  they  make  theae  little  flighta."  The  8.  Volncells  and  the  S.  Hod- 
Bonina  are  the  only  apeciea  of  the  flying  aqnirrel  found  ia  America.  The 
former  ia  an  animal  of  great  beanty,  and  ia  readily  tamed,  showing  « 
conaiderable  degree  of  attachment  to  ita  poaaeaaor.  It  ia  nstnrally  of  ■ 
gr^ariouB  diapoaitioD,  and  may  be  aeen  flying,  to  the  number  of  ten  or 
twelve  together,  from  tree  to  tree.— Haee'a  Cj/eUpcedia.  art.,  Scinraa.  L* 
'    Hontan  in  Pinkerton,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  35S.    Kalm  ia  Pink.,  vol.  ziii.,  p.  480. 


No.  XXXVIII. 


"  The  moat  interesting  feature  of  the  animal  creation  in  the  western  con- 
tinent ia,  perfaapa,  the  beaver  (Cattor  _flier).  These  amphibia  indeed 
occur  in  the  northern  parta  of  Europe  and  Siberia,  bnt  on  comparatively 
80  small  a  acale,  both  in  number  and  size,  that  the  beaver  may  be  viewed 
with  propriety  as  specially  American.  There  appears  to  be  idiaolatety  no 
animal  which  makea  to  cloae  an  approach  to  human  art  and  intelligeDc*. 
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Hie  beavei  bnildi  Us  fasUtetion  either  in  &  pond  or  in  the  chumel  of  & 
river,  converted  into  a  pcod  hj  strong  piles  being  laid  won.  This  open- 
tion  involve*  the  greatest  displsj  of  ingenuity.  A  t&ll  b«e  is  selected, 
and  £led  ronnd  with  the  teeth,  till  it  is  nndeirained  and  fidla  sctobs  the 
stream.  It  is  then  fastened  down  bj  smaller  treea  and  branches,  hron^t 
often  from  a  distance  and  connected  with  earth.  In  the.  little  lake  thoa 
formed,  the  beaver  rears  hie  abode  to  the  height  of  two,  three,  or  four 
■lories,  half  above  and  half  nnder  the  water,  and  with  an  opening  into 
both  alamenta.  Btones  and  earth  as  well  as  wood  are  used  in  forming  the 
walls,  which,  by  the  joint  operation  of  the  feet  and  the  tail,  are  brought 
into  a  mass  ao  solid  as  to  be  proof  against  the  action  of  cnrrent,  wind,  and 
weather.  The  oatside  is  plastered  in  the  neatest  manner,  the  floor  kept 
excessively  clean,  strewed  with  box  and  fir.  A  laige  pnivinon  of  food, 
conaiatiug  of  bark  and  leaves,  is  stored  np  for  the  winter.  The  beaTers 
possess  a  social  and  almost  a  moral  existence.  Each  mansion  contains 
from  six  to  thirty  inhabitanta  who  live  together  in  the  greatest  hannony, 
and  afford  mntual  aid  and  co-operation.  From  twelve  to  fourteen  houses 
naited  fonn  a  village,  containing  thus  a  population  of  SOO  or  300. 

"  The  flesh  of  these  ■w'II'^'h  ia  much  prized  by  the  Indians  and  Canadian 
voyageurs,  espedally  when  roasted  in  the  skin  after  the  hair  has  been 
singed  off.  The  enjoyment  of  this  expensive  Inxnry  is  of  coarse  restrained 
as  mnch  as  possible  by  the  fnr  tradera.  The  Iroqnoia  are  the  greatest 
beaver-catchers  in  Canada.  Qreat  injury  has  Tesnlted  from  the  indis- 
criminate capture  of  old  and  young,  and  the  two  frequent  trenching  of  the 
same  dams.  It  is  known  that  in  the  year  1743  the  smonnt  of  their  skins 
bronght  into  the  ports  of  London  and  Hochelle  exceeded  lfiO,000,  baddes 
a  considerable  qnontity  introduced  illicitly  into  Oreat  Britain ;  while  in 
1837  the  importation  into  London,  from  more  than  four  times  the  extent  of 
for  country  formeily  possessed,  did  not  much  exceed  60,000. 

"  There  are  two  modes  of  taking  the  beaver,— one  by  traps,  which  is  the 
easiest,  and  generally  followed  by  single  adventnrers.  The  other  is  what 
is  termed  trenching  or  the  ice  chiseL  On  a  beaver  honse  being  discovered, 
all  the  canals  leading  from  it  are  stopped  up ;  then  with  the  initnunent 
above  named  it  ia  broken  into  and  the  old  animals  speared.  The  young 
are  left  untouched  and  thns  the  breed  remains  uninjnred,  while  in  tnf>ping 
both  old  and  young  equally  fall  victims.  The  Company  therefore  have 
prohibited  the  latter  operation  in  all  their  settlements.  The  skins  are 
divided  into  parchment,  or  those  of  the  old  animals ;  and  cub,  or  those  of 
the  yonng  ones.  The  Utter  are  the  finest,  but  from  their  smaller  die  not 
of  equal  value  with  the  othen.  They  have,  of  course,  become  much 
rarer  duce  their  csptnre  was  prohibited." — Mnmy's  Ai»«riea,  voL  ii., 
p.  306. 

Kalm  says  that  he  ate  beaver  flesh,  and  thought  it  anything  but  deli- 
cious, aa  he  had  been  told  it  was.  He  says  that  it  mnst  be  boiled  in 
several  waters  from  morning  till  noon  to  make  it  lose  the  bad  taste  it  haa. 
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Chvleroix  my«  th«  Mme.  The  fleah  ia  raekoned  best  vfaen  Um  bekver 
has  lived  only  on  vegetable*  ;  whoi  he  haa  eaten  fiah  it  doei  not  tut«  wdl. 
It  waa  s  popular  food  amougat  the  Fiench  Komaa  Catholica,  aa  the  011I7  iiMat 
they  could  indulge  in  on  UA  daja,  hi*  Holineaa  in  hie  aystam  (Kalm  nys) 
haviiig  ranked  the  beaver  among  the  fish.  Thia  amuigement  ia  attributed  by 
Charlevoix  to  two  nnmerDUB  and  leamed  bodies  in  Prance.  "  Le  Coatoi  a  ^t^ 
jaridiqaement  declai^  poinon  par  la  Faculty  de  Medicine  de  Paris,  et  en  ooit- 
aeqnence  de  cette  d^laratioo  la  &cnlt^  de  Theologie  a  decide  qn'oD  ponvMt 
manger  «a  chair  lea  jonra  maigrea.  Par  aa  qneae  il  eat  tont  a  &it  ptuaaoa.** 
La  qneae— the  tail,  ao  remarkable  in  natmal  hiatoiy,  ia  thtu  described 
by  Chailevoix,  one  of  the  earliest  obaervera  of  the  habits  of  the  bearer  id 
North  America :  "  EUe  eat  presque  ovale,  ^paiaae  d'on  pooce,  et  longa* 
d'nn  pied.  Elle  est  coaverte  d'nne  peso  ^caiUeose  dont  lea  ^eaillea  sont 
hexagonea,  ont  nne  demi  ligne  d'^paiasenr,  snr  troia  on  qoatre  lignes  de 
longnenr,  et  aont  appny^  le*  onea  anr  les  anties  comme  tontes  eellea  dea 
poiasons.  Une  pellicnle  txim  d^cate  lenr  sert  de  fond,  et  ellea  j  aont 
euchAaae^  de  nuuu£re,  qa'oa  peat  sis^ment  les  en  s^parer  wpria  la  mort 
de  I'animaL  .  .  .  Tons  lea  vnides  de  leurs  batimens  aont  remplia 
d'nne  tene  graase  m  bien  appliqn^  qn'il  n'y  paaae  paa  one  goutte  d'eao. 
C'est  svec  lenra  pattea  qne  lea  Caston  prepaient  cette  lerre,  et  lenr  qnene 
ne  lenr  aert  paa  seulement  de  traelle  poar  maf  onnei,  maia  encore  d'aoge 
poor  Toitnrer  ce  moitier,  ce  qn'ila  font  en  ae  tratnant  aor  leon  pattea  de 
derri^.  Arrive  an  bord  de  I'ean,  Ua  le  prennent  avec  lea  dents,  et  ponr 
I'employeT,  ils  se  aerrent  d'abord  de  lent*  pattea,  ensuite  de  lenr  qnene." 
Charlevoix  appliei  the  happy  taim  of  "  nne  petite  Veiuae  "  to  the  habitar 
tiona  of  a  aociety  of  beaveia.  He  aaya,  that  in  their  erection  "  lea  propor- 
tions aont  tonjoms  exactment  g&rd^.  La  r^e  et  le  compas  aont  dans 
Toeil  dn  grand  mattre  dea  arts  et  dea  sciences.  On  a  observ€  qne  le  cdt^ 
dn  conrant  de  I'eaa  eat  toajonn  en  tatna,  et  I'aatre  cot^  parfaitement  i 
plomb.  En  on  mot  il  aeroit  difficile  k  noe  meillenra  oavriera  de  rien  bir« 
de  pins  aolide  et  de  plna  legnlier."  Both  La  Houtan  and  Charlevoix  speak 
ortbe"Caator  terrien."  "  They  are  called  by  the  aavagea 'the  idle  or  Issy 
kind,'  as  being  expelled  by  the  other  beavera  from  the  kennels  in  which 
these  BOimala  are  lodged,  becanse  they  are  unwilling  to  work.  They  make 
holes  in  the  earth,  like  rabbita  or  foxes,  and  resemble  the  other  aort  in 
their  fignre  except  tbat  the  hair  is  rnbbed  off  many  parts  of  theii  body  by 
Uieir  mbbing  againat  the  earth  wheuover  they  atir  ont  from  Iheir  holes."— 
Ia  Hontan,  p.  307.  Charlevoix  adds, — "  Ila  aont  maigrea,  c'est  U  frait  de 
leni  paresse.  Les  Caston,  on  Bi^es  d'Eorope,  tiennent  pins  de  oeox-ci 
qne  des  antrea ;  en  effbt  H.  Lemeiy  dit  qaHls  se  retirent  dans  les  creui  et 
dsoa  les  csvemea  qni  ae  rencontrent  aar  les  borda  des  rivieres  anrtont  en 
Pologne.  II  y  en  a  snsri  en  Allemagne  le  long  de  I'Ebre,  et  en  France, 
anr  le  Bhone,  I'ls^re,  et  I'Oise.  Ce  qni  est  certain  c'est  qne  noos  ne  voyona 
point  dans  lea  Castor*  Eorop^ens  le  merveilleux  qni  dislingne  d  f<>rt 
ceu  dn  Canada.    .    .    .    Avant  la  d^eonverte  de  I'Am&iqne  on  tronve 
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dant  )m  snciMu  litres  des  ChapelSen  d«  Paria  daa  T^emetu  pom  la 
fabriqne  dea  chapeanx  Bi^vns,  or  Bi^vre  et  Cufor  c'est  abtolnment  le 
mJme  uunul,  mais  soil  qae  le  Bi6yn  Enrop^  soit  devena  extifimement 
rare,  on  qne  son  poil  n'eAt  pu  la  mbne  bont^  qne  celni  da  Castor 
Am£ricun,on  ne  pule  plni  gatna  qne  de  ce  deniier.  .  .  .  Lev  poil 
«it  de  denz  tortea  pai  tout  le  corps,  except^  anx  pattes,  oil  il  n'j  en  a 
qn'on  fori  eonet.  Le  plaa  grand  eit  loi^  de  hnit  ^  dix  lignes,  il  eat  mde, 
groa,  IniiBUt,  et  c'eet  cebi  qui  doDne  la  couleor  i  la  b£ta.  On  □'  en  bit 
Bacim  nnge.  L'antre  poil  eat  on  daret  tres  Gn,  fort  ^paie,  long  tout  an 
plus  d'  on  ponce,  et  c'est  celvi  qu'on  met  en  cenvre  ;  on  Tappelloit  autrefoia 
eo  Enrope,  Lune  de  MoscoTie."--ClLarleToiT,  vol.  t.,  p.  147. 

"  Id  1 669  an  attempt  was  made  to  employ  tlie  Six  or  down  of  tlie  beaver 
in  the  maoTifoctare  of  clotha,  flannels,  stockings.  Mncli  more  wool,  how- 
ever, tfaan  flix  wai  reqmred,  the  hair  of  the  beaver  being  so  Bhort,  and  this 
prevented  tlie  mannfitctore  being  ver;  profitable.  It  floariahed  for  a  while, 
however,  in  an  eatabliahment  in  the  Fanxbonrg  St.  Antoine,  near  Paria, 
but  finally  was  given  np  on  finding  by  experience  that  the  atufia  lost  their 
dye  when  wet,  and  that  when  diy  again  they  were  hanh  and  stiff  as  felta." 
Rees's  C^ck^mdia,  art.  Beaver. 

"In  Captain  Lewis  and  Clarke's  Travels  to  the  Sooice  of  the  Miasoari  " 
it  ie  mentioned  that "  the  beavers  who  have  not  been  invaded  here  by  the 
furrier  are  continnally  altering  the  conise  of  the  river.  They  dam  np  the 
■mall  fhammln  of  aboDt  twenty  yards  between  the  ialanda ;  when  they 
have  effected  this  th«r  pond  ere  long  becomes  filled  with  mnd  and  sand  ; 
they  then  remove  to  another ;  this  ia  in  like  manner  filled  np  ;  and  thus 
the  river,  having  its  conne  obstructed,  spreads  on  all  sides  and  cats  the 
projecting  points  of  lands  into  islands." — Qiiart«rfy  RevUw,  vol.  xii.,  p.  346. 

Weld  mentions,  in  1706,  that  "  the  indiscriminate  slangfater  of  beaveis 
had  so  much  diminiahed  their  numbera  that  an  annual  deficiency  of 
10,000  beavei  skins  had  for  some  years  been  observed  in  the  anmber 
bron^t  to  Montreal  "^-F.  601. 

"  One  day  a  gentleman,  long  reddent  in  this  conntry,  eapied  five  yanng 
beavers  sporting  in  die  water,  leaping  npon  the  trank  of  a  tree,  pnstiing 
one  another  off,  and  playing  a  thousand  interesting  tricks.  He  approached 
softly,  nnder  cover  of  the  buahes,  and  prepared  to  fire  on  the  nnaospectjiig 
creatares;  bnt  a  nearer  approach  discovered  to  him  such  a  aimilitade 
betwixt  their  gestures  and  the  infantile  caresses  of  hia  own  children 
that  he  threw  aside  his  gnn."  —  Franklin's  Jijum^  to  the  Pdar  &a, 
p.  01. 

"  The  proprietor  of  one  of  the  large  quarries  of  gypsum  on  the  Sbuben- 
acadie  showed  me  some  wooden  stakes,  dng  np  a  few  daya  before  by  one 
of  his  labonrers  from  a  considerable  depth  in  a  peat  bog.  His  men  were 
persuaded  that  they  were  artificially  cut  by  a  tool,  and  were  the  relics  of 
aboriginal  Indiana  ;  but  having  been  a  trapper  of  beavers  in  his  younger 
days,  he  knew  well  that  they  owed  their  shape  to  the  teeth  of  these  crea- 
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taiM.  W«  mMt  with  the  Anlli  aod  IxmM  of  bMVMa  in  Qm  fens  of  Cun- 
bridgeibin,  and  elHwhera  in  England.  Maj  not  aom*  of  the  old  talea  <iS 
HtificiaUjr  eat  wood,  ocanniiig  at  great  depths  in  paale  and  moraaaea, 
which  hue  pnnled  many  a  learned  antiquair,  adcait  of  the  like  eijdA- 
natioD  I " — L7«ll'a  Tra»ela  m  Amerieft,  toI.  ii^  p.  22th 


-  Ho.  XXXIX. 

"  The  Rndson'B  Baj  Company  ia  now  the  only  inrvivoi  of  the  ni 
exdoaiva  bodies,  to  which  almoat  every  branch  of  British  trade  was  at  one 
time  subjected.  The  North-weit  Company,  after  a  long  and  farioua  con- 
test, deBtractiTe  alike  to  the  interests  of  both,  and  most  demoralisiDg  to 
Qte  savage  aborigines,  weie  at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  tbeii  rivals ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  their  oveistiained  exertions,  they  became  involTed 
beyond  their  capital.  They  obtained  in  1621  an  honoorable  capitula- 
tion. On  tTsnsfening  all  their  property  and  means  of  inflaence,  the 
principal  partners  were  admitted  to  shares  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, who  took  the  inferior  officers  into  their  service.  Thos  theaa  two 
concerae  were  united,  with  great  advantage  to  the  peace  of  the  for  conn- 
tries,  and  perhaps  to  the  peimanent  interests  of  the  tiade.  A  great  blank 
was  indeed  felt  in  the  city  where  the  partners  had  resided,  and  where, 
according  to  Washington  Irving,  they  hod  held  boge  feasts  and  revels^ 
such  as  are  described  to  have  taken  place  in  Highland  castles.  '  The  hoa- 
pitable  maguites  of  Montreal,  the  lords  of  the  lakes  and  forests,  have 
passed  away,'  and  that  city,  as  to  the  fui  trade,  has  sank  to  a  sabordinate 

"  Id  the  present  ease,  there  are  some  peculiar  circnmstanoea  which  plead 
strongly  in  &voar  of  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. For  example,  their  trade  is  carried  on  throoghont  vast  r^ons,  free 
from  all  control  of  law,  and  tenanted  bj  savage  races,  who  are  easily 
prompted  to  deeds  of  violence.  The  straggle  with  the  North-west  Com- 
pany filled  large  tracts  with  ontnge,  often  amonnting  to  bloodshed.  The 
article,  too,  by  &r  the  most  prized  by  those  tribes,  and  which,  amid  an 
eager  rivaliy,  cannot  be  prevented  from  coming  into  the  market,  is  siKrit*, 
the  immoderate  nse  of  which  is  productive  of  the  most  dreadful  conse- 
quences. The  Company  by  their  present  position  obtuned  the  opportunity, 
of  which  they  have  most  landably  availed  themselves,  to  withdraw  it  alto- 
gether as  an  object  of  trade,  merely  giving  an  occasional  glass  when  the 
natives  visit  the  factories.  They  have  even  prohibited  it  from  posdng, 
nnder  any  pretext,  to  the  northward  of  Cumberland  House,  on  the  Saskat- 
chawan,  so  that  all  the  settlements  beyond  form  complete  temperance 
societies.    Another  very  important  specialty  in  their  ease  consists  in  the 
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natoia  of  Um  caamoditiM  dnwii  from  thia  nogs  of  Umtiny,  iuimIj^ 
they  are  sncb  u  hiunaik  indnair;  coiuiot  prodnce  or  maltiplj  Mewdiog  to 
the  demuid.  The  wild  animala,  which  afford  ita  at^ils  of  ton  and  «lriii», 
exist  oolj  in  a  liwitad  namher,  and  being  degtised  to  give  waj  in  propw- 
tioa  aa  coloniiation  adTUiceB,  wiU  w>on  be  thinned,  or  even  nttar];  exter- 
nunated.  Banda  of  indindnal  hunters,  with  no  pennanent  iutereat  in  the 
conntij,  capture  all  lhe}r  can  reach,  jonng  and  old  indiBcritninately,  wilh- 
out  anj  n^ard  to  keeping  up  the  breed.  Thus  the  beaver,  the  moet 
valuable  of  the  fnned  animala,  has  been  nearly  deatioyed  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  and  inoch  diroioiihed  in  the  diitiicta  beyond  the  Bodcy 
Moontaina,  which  are  travened  by  trapping  partiei  from  the  Statea. 
During  the  con^etition  of  the  North-we«t  adventuier«,  a  great  part  even 
of  the  wooded  comitries  mffered  aeverely  ;  but  since  the  Hadaon's  Bay 
Company  obtained  the  entire  control,  they  hare  c&refally  nursed  the 
Tariona  animala,  removing  theii  atatioua  from  the  diatricta  where  they  hod 
become  scarce,  and  prohibiting  all  wasteful  and  deitractive  modes  of  oq^ 
tnre.  It  may  be  finally  obaerved,  that  in  this  vast  open  territory  the 
means  of  exelnding  rivalry  are  so  imperfect,  that  without  good  manage- 
ment and  liberal  dealing  it  would  be  impoaaible  to  maintain  their  privil^e. 
In  &Gt  Mr.  Irving  admita,  that  by  the  Intimate  application  of  large 
capital,  by  good  oiganiaation,  r^olar  tranamiaaion  of  supplies,  with  Eulhful 
and  experienced  awants,  they  have  carried  all  before  them  even  in  the 
western  tenitoiy,  where  they  are  exposed  to  a  full  competition  from  the 
United  States.  Several  associations  from  thence  have  made  very  active 
efforts  to  supplant  or  rival  them,  but  without  soccese."  —  Washington 
Irving's  Adeenttirta  o^  Ctgitain  Bomteeille,  vol.  ii,  pp.  17,  19i  vd.  iii., 
pp.  367, 372 ;  H.  Mnnay'a  BtitiA  Ametiea,  vol.  iii.,  p.  83. 


Ko.  XL. 

"  This  species  of  rattlesnake  is  most  commonly  found  between  four  and 
five  feet  in  length,  and  as  thick  as  the  wrist  of  a  large  man.  Its  body 
i^proachea  to  a  triangular  form,  the  back-bone  rising  higher  than  any 
other  part  of  the  aoimal.  It  is  not  with  the  teeth  which  the  rattlesnake 
uses  for  ordinaiy  purposes  that  it  strikes  its  enemy,  but  with  two  long 
crooked  fangs  in  the  npper  jaw,  which  point  down  the  throat.  When 
about  to  use  Uiese  fangs  it  rears  itself  up  as  much  as  possible,  throws  back 
its  head,  drops  its  under-jaw,  and  springing  forward  upon  its  tail,  endea- 
vours to  hook  itself  aa  it  were  upon  its  enemy.  In  order  to  raise  itself 
upon  its  tail,  it  coils  itself  up  previously  in  a  spiral  line,  with  the  head  in 
the  ntiddte.  It  cannot  spring  farther  forward  than  about  half  its  own 
length.    The  body  of  the  rattleanake  finely  pulverised,  after  being  dried  to 
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A  cinder  over  the  flie,  and  then  infmed  in  a  certain  poitioii  of  bmtdj,  u 
■aid  to  be  a  never-foiling  remedj  againat  the  rhenmatinn.  The  liqaor  b 
taken  iowaidly,  in  the  qnaatity  of  a  wine-glan  fall  at  once  abont  time 
timea  a-day.  It  is  said  thai  one  of  the  reaaous  whjr  theae  cteatnre*  ara 
decreanng  «o  much  in  the  neighbonihood  of  hnman  habitation!,  i«  that 
they  are  eaten  by  the  piga." — Kr  O.  Simpaon'a  Jimmgr  nund  tilt  World, 
vol.  i.,  p.  169  ;  Weld,  p.  411. 

"  The  rattle  ia  nsoally  aboat  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  one  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  thiekneaa,  and  each  jmnt  abont  half  an  inch  long.  The  joint  eon- 
aiala  of  a  number  of  little  caaea  of  a  dry  homy  anbataoce,  incioaed  mm 
within  anothei ;  and  not  only  the  ontarmosl  of  theae  little  caaea  artieaUtea 
with  the  OQtennoat  caae  of  the  contignom  joint,  bnt  each  caie,  even  to  the 
amalleat  one  of  all,  at  the  inaide,  is  connected  by  a  wrt  of  joint  with  tb« 
coneaponding  caae  in  the  next  joint  of  the  rattle.  The  little  caaea  or 
■hella  lie  very  looaely  within  one  another,  and  the  noiae  proceeda  from 
their  dry  and  hard  coata  atriking  one  agBinst  the  other.  It  ia  said  that  the 
animal  joina  a  fieah  joint  to  its  rattle  every  year.  Of  this,  however,  I 
have  great  donbta  ;  for  the  largeat  anakea  are  frequently  fonnd  to  hare  tlw 
feweet  joints  to  their  rattles.  A  medical  gentleman  in  the  neighbonrhood 
of  Newmarket  had  a  rattle  in  his  possession  which  contained  no  less  than 
thirty-two  joints ;  yet  the  snake  from  which  it  was  taken  scarcely  mea- 
aored  five  feet.  Sattleanakes,  however,  of  the  aaiae  kind,  and  in  the  nma 
part  of  the  country,  have  been  found  of  a  greater  length  with  not  mora 
than  ten  ratUea."— Weld,  p.  409. 

"  Man  or  animals  bitten  by  the  rattlesoake  expire  in  extreme  agony ; 
the  tongne  swella  to  an  enonnons  die,  the  blood  tuns  black,  and,  all  the 
extremities  becoming  cold,  gangrene  ensues,  and  is  speedily  sncceeded  by 
death.  Tberemedieeincommonnseare thePo^t9a£aaeN«aorj<rwto£xWa 
terpmttaria,  employed  aa  a  decoction.  Sometimes  scarification,  or  cauter- 
ising the  wound  witli  a  bnming  iron,  if  immediate  in  their  application,  ia 
attended  with  enccesa.  The  Indians'  bvonrite  remedy  ia  ancking  the 
wonud,  which  in  a  slight  bite  ia  generally  aacceasful.  Hr.  Caleaby,  bj 
travelling  mneh  among  the  Indians,  had  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  direfol  effects  of  the  bile  inflicted  by  these  anakea.  He  seenu  to  con- 
aider  that  the  ancceea  of  any  remedy  ia  owii^  more  to  the  force  of  natnre 
or  to  the  slightnesa  of  the  bite  than  to  any  other  canse.  He  haa  knewn 
persona  bitten  to  anrvive  without  assistance  for  many  hoora ;  bat  where  a 
mttleanake  with  fnll  force  penetrates  with  his  deadly  fangs  into  a  vein  or 
artery,  inevitable  death  ensnes,  and  that,  as  he  haa  often  aeen,  in  len  than 
two  minutes.  The  Indiana  for  thia  reason  know  thmr  destiny  directly 
they  are  bit,  and  when  tltey  perceive  it  is  mortal  Kp^j  no  remedy,  con- 
cluding all  effort*  in  Tain.  From  ejqteiimenta  made  in  Carolina  by  Captain 
Hall,  and  related  in  the  Philoaophical  Tnwsactions,  it  appean  that  4 
rattlesnake  of  abont  four  feet  long,  b«ng  betened  to  a  atake  in  the  groud, 
lut  three  dogs,  the  firat  of  which  died  in  leaa  than  a  quaitar  of  a  minute ; 
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the  Mcotid,  which  wu  bilten  a  thoit  time  aftervarda,  in  about  two  houn, 
is  coDvnlaioiM  ;  and  ihe  third,  whidi  was  bitten  about  half  an  hour  aftei^ 
wards,  showed  the  viaible  effects  of  the  poison  in  about  three  boon,  and 
died  likewise.  Four  dsya  after  this  Bnother  dog  was  bitten,  which  died  in 
half  a  minnte ;  and  then  another,  which  died  in  four  minntes.  A  cat 
which  waa  bittan  was  found  dead  Uie  next  day.  The  eiperimenta  having 
been  discontinued  some  time,  from  want  of  lubjects,  a  common  black 
snake  waa  procured,  which  waa  healthy  and  vigoroDR,  and  about  three  feet 
long.  It  was  bronght  to  the  rattlesnake,  when  the;  bit  each  other;  the 
black  snake  biting  the  rattleenake  so  as  to  make  it  bleed.  They  were  then 
■epaiBted,  and  in  leas  than  eight  minotea  the  black  snake  died  ;  wbile  the 
rattlesnake,  on  the  coutraiy,  showed  no  signs  of  indisposition,  appearing 
aa  well  aa  before.  Laatiy,  in  order  to  try  whether  the  rattlemake  conld 
poiaon  itaelf ,  it  waa  provoked  to  bite  itself :  the  experiment  ancceeded,  and 
the  animal  expired  in  less  than  twelve  hoora."  Reea's  Cyiil«p<edia,  art, 
Crotalua. 

Cbarlevoiz  says  that  "  La  monure  da  Serpent  i.  Sonnettei  eat  mortelle,  si 
onn'yr^^esar-k-champimaialaProvidenceyaponrYn.  Danstvaalea 
endroita,  oA  ae  rencontre  cedangeieazra|itile,ilcroit  nne  planteit  laqnelle 
on  a  dono^  le  nom  d'  Herbe  k  Serpent  k  Sonnettea  (Bident  Canadensis)  et 
doDt  la  radne  est  an  antidote  stir  centre  le  venin  de  cet  auimaL  .  .  . 
11  eat  rare  que  le  serpent  i,  sonnettes  ottaque  les  passans  qui  ne  lai  cher- 
chent  point  nnire.  J'eu  ai  en  nn  a  mea  pieda  qui  eat  aaaorfment  plus  de 
peorque  moi,car  je  uel'aperfus  que  qnandil  foyoit." — Charlevoix,  vol.  v., 
p.  236. 

"  Archdeacon  Bomaby  waa  told  by  a  planter  in  Virginia  that  he  had 
one  day  provoked  a  lattlesnake  to  such  a  decree  as  to  malce  it  strike  a 
small  vine  which  grew  cloae  by,  and  the  vine  presently  drooped  and  died." 
— Bumaby's  ZVaiwJI*  in  North  Amariea,  in  Pinlcerton,  vol.  liiL,  p.  724. 

"  The  lattleenake  has  two  bngs,  which  are  concealed  in  a  sheath,  one  at 
«ach  side  of  the  npper  jaw.  They  are  curved  in  theii  shape,  and  th«r 
point  is  BB  ahaip  aa  that  of  a  common  needle.  They  are  hollow  in  the 
centre,  and  the  roots  of  the  fanga  are  connected  with  the  poiaon-bags. 
These  reptiles  generally  age  only  one  fang  at  a  time,  and  when  they  do  use 
it,  they  eeiie  with  their  month  the  part  which  they  intend  to  poison,  then 
perforate  it  deeply  with  the  fang.  At  this  moment  the  bag  contracts,  and 
the  deleterions  fluid  which  baa  such  an  enmity  to  the  blood  is  injected 
into  the  very  bottom  of  the  wound,  through  a  small  apertore  in  the  under 
part  of  the  &i^,  at  a  short  distance  bvm  the  ihaip  point.  Having  effected 
bis  purpoaa  he  withdraws  the  instrument,  and  leaves  his  victim  to  his 
firte.  He  does  not  seem  to  feel  pain  at  the  moment ;  and  generally  for 
the  first  five  minutes  he  appeara  to  be  petfectly  well.  At  the  end  of  this 
period,  however,  the  eaia  bc^n  to  droop,  he  seems  giddy  and  uneasy,  the 
lower  extremities  soon  lose  their  power,  he  falls  on  the  ground ;  the  pupils 
dilate,  slight  convniaions  come  on,  and  the  animal  dies,  genemlly  in  about 
VOL.  II.  a  a 
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Bfteen  mmotM  from  the  tjme  that  the  poiaoa  had  been  injected  inta 
the  woimd.  When  we  examine  the  put  iiiiinedi«t«l7  after  death,  we  find 
that  the  poison  haa  completely  destroyed  the  red  colonr  of  the  blood,  and 
not  onlj  of  tbia,  but  for  two  inches  all  lonnd  the  poDcture,  the  mucntaT 
fibraa,  and  even  the  cellolar  nibatanee,  are  aa  black  aa  if  they  had  been  for 
honra  in  a  state  of  complete  mortiflcatioD.  When  the  mnriate  of  soda 
(oonunoo  aalt)  is  immediately  applied  to  the  wound,  it  is  a  eoo^eta 
antidote.  When  an  Indian  ia  bitten  b^  a  snake,  he  applies  a  liptni« 
above  the  part,  and  scarifiee  the  wound  to  the  veiy  bottom ;  he  then  stnfia 
it  with  common  aalt,  and  after  this  it  soon  heals,  withont  prodiu^ng  any 
effect  on  the  general  system.  (The  ligatare  may  be  the  efficadooi  remedy, 
intercepting  the  corrent  of  blood  (o  the  heart,  and  conseqnentl;  pi«  wanting 
the  action  of  the  poison  npon  that  vital  organ.)  A  rabbit,  under  ths 
inflnence  of  the  rattleinaks  poiaon,  haa  been  seen  to  diink  a  aatmated 
solation  of  muriate  of  aoda  and  soon  recover,  while  healthy  rabbits  wonld 
not  taste  a  drop  of  the  same  saline  water."— Slerens'a  ObaerBOlioiU  o*  tJU 
ProperHet  of  the  Blood,  pp.  137,  315. 

"  I  was  with  the  Hon.  Esqnire  Boyle,  when  he  made  ceibin  experiment* 
of  coring  the  bite  of  vipers  with  certain  East  India  snake-stones,  that 
were  sent  him  by  King  James  II.,  pnrposely  to  have  him  try  their  viitn* 
and  efficacy.  For  that  end  he  got  some  brisk  vipers,  and  made  them  bit« 
certun  pullets ;  he  applied  nothing  to  one  of  the  pallets,  and  it  died 
within  three  minutes  and  a  half,  bot  I  think  they  all  rBcovered  to  whom 
be  applied  the  snake-stones,  thou(^  they  turned  wooderfcd  pale,  thrir 
combs  drooped  immediately,  and  tlie  next  morning  all  their  flesh  was  turned 
green  to  a  wonder ;  nevertheless,  they  Tecovered  by  degrees."— JlMcsffawas 
CWtoM,  vol.  iiL,  p.  340. 


No.  XLI. 

"  It  ia  an  nnqoestioDabls  fact  that  the  copper-coloured  man  cannot 
•ndnre  the  spread  of  European  civilisation  in  his  nei^bonriiood,  bat 
perishes  in  its  atmosphere,  withont  suffeiiDg  from  ardent  spirits,  epidemica, 
or  war,  as  if  touched  by  a  poisonous  breath."  Thus  writea  Mr.  Poepfig^ 
a  German  naturalist,  who  has  redded  for  some  years  in  Sooth  AnKiic* ; 
and  he  prooeeda  to  compare  the  HohslitntioD  of  the  one  race  for  the  otha, 
with  the  deetmetion  of  the  fiiat  growth  of  low  vegetation  in  the  recently 
fonned  islands  of  the  Pacific  by  the  vigoroos  crop  of  foreat  trees  idueh 
succeeds  iLr^En^dopadia  of  En  and  Orober,  aiL,  Jndid. 

Thus  also  writes  the  i^ilosophical  traveller,  Mr.  Darwin: — "Bevdsa 
aereral  evident  cauaea  of  destruction,  there  appears  to  be  some  mm« 
■nysterions  agency  at  work.    Wherever  the  European  haa  trod,  death 
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•Mm*  to  pome  the  aboriginal.  We  maj  look  to  the  vide  extent  of  the 
Ameiicaa,  Poljmeiia,  the  Cspe  of  Good  Hope,  and  Aiutnli&,  and  we  shall 
find  the  eame  raenlt.  Nor  is  it  the  white  man  alone  that  tbna  acta  the 
deatniyer.  The  Polyneeiaa  of  Malay  extraction  has,  in  parte  of  the  Baat 
Indian  archipelago,  thna  driren  before  him  the  duk  coloured  natiTe.  The 
varieties  of  man  aeem  to  act  npon  each  other  in  the  same  way  ai  different 
apeciei  of  bf'!f"^N  ;  the  atrougsr  always  eitirpatiag  the  weaker.  It  waa 
melancholy  at  New  Zealand  to  heu  the  fine  energetic  nativei  saying, 
'  They  knew  the  land  was  doomed  to  pan  from  their  chjldrsn.'  " 

Sir  lUchard  Bonrke  writai  thna  to  Lord  Olenelg  iBipecting  New  Zealand 
(1837) :  "  Diseaae  and  death  prevail  even  amongat  those  nadves  who,  by 
their  adherence  to  the  miaiionaries,  have  received  only  benefit  from  the 
English  connexion,  and  even  the  very  children  who  are  reared  nnder  the 
care  of  the  mimionaries,  are  swept  off  in  a  ratio  which  promisee,  at  no  veiy 
distant  period,  to  leave  the  eonntiy  destitute  of  a  single  aboriginal  inha- 
bitant. The  natives  bib  perfectly  sensible  of  this  decrease,  and  when  they 
contiast  their  own  condition  with  that  of  the  English  bunilies,  they 
conceive  that  the  Ood  of  the  English  is  removing  the  aboriginal  inhabitants 
to  make  room  for  them ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  this  impression  has 
prodnoed  among  them  a  very  general  nnhappirtess  and  indifference  to  life." 

Sir  Francis  Head  justified  the  sweeping  measures  of  removal  *  contem- 
plated daring  his  administration  of  Canada,  by  asserting  his  belief  in  the 
same  myUnoaa  certainty  of  the  aboriginals'  extirpation.  "  We  may  aa 
well  endeavour  to  make  the  setting  sun  stand  still  on  the  sommit  of  the 
Bodty  Monntuns,  as  attempt  to  arrest  the  final  extermination  of  the 
Indian  race."  See  Merivale's  Lteture*  tm  CMottuation,  No.  19  (delivered 
before  the  Uuiverdtyof  Oxford  in  1839,  1840,  and  1841),  in  which  ha 
objects  to  the  truth  of  the  &cts  on  which  the  above  statements  are  fonnded, 
in  so  fsi  aa  they  are  supposed  to  involve  any  mysterious  influence  of  the 
white  over  the  copper-coloured  races.  "  Perhaps  I  may  venture  to 
attribute  some  of  the  colouring  (of  the  foregoing  statements)  to  that  taste 
for  hncifiil  analogies,  and  speculations  partaking  of  the  mysterioas,  in 
which  natural  philosoplierB  are  apt  to  indulge,  when  they  apply  their 
knowledge  to  subjects  not  immediately  within  their  province.  When  wa 
find  one  race  of  animals,  or  one  class  of  vegetation,  extirpating  another, 
there  is  nothing  inexplicable  in  the  succession  of  canse  and  effect.     The 

*  Tbree  milliont  of  fBrtils  uttt  wen  to  ba  naamed,  wianl  Ihouuid  Tndiaiu  wars 
p«riiuded  to  rtlinquiili  them  uid  migrmto  to  &  lirg«  {aIaucI  (MuLtoulio)  on  I^b 
Haron.  "  The  grtaleat  kindntM,"  ■yi  Sir  F.  BctA,  ■  which  w«  emn  poifonn  to 
thew  iatelli^at  uid  ilmpl^-mLiided  people,  fi  to  remore  ud  fortifj  thefa  ni  maeb  u 
poMJblc  &om  til  commnnioitiau  witb  the  whltM." — Betuntt,  1839,  p.  14S.  Tbsw 
■n  tieiilf  tbs  HnE  iipinMDli  wbkh  bi*>  oniformlT  bmn  urged  in  tbe  United  Stalei, 
•Ad  would  jatlifj  ineeiwnt  tU  of  sfUtruy  remonl,  tach  u  would  render  all 
inpnnement  inipaaf tde. 

aa2 


itizecoy  Google 


452  THB  C0NQUB8T  OF  CANADA. 

■troogei  de«tro;s  the  weaker  by  nstoral  ageuriea :  aninula  become  the 
pray  of  Qewlj  imported  indiganont  ones ;  or  their  food  ia  deatmyed  by  the 
multiplication  of  the  latter :  the  eeeda  of  one  clan  of  vegetables  cannot 
apring  up  where  a  stronger  growth  baa  eetabliahed  itself,  and  ao  faitfa. 
What  ia  there  in  tfaeae  or  similar  procesaea  analogoaa  to  the  anppoaed 
myslerioDe  influence  of  the  mere  contact  of  one  family  of  the  human 
race  npon  another  %  If  it  be  true  that  the  mere  preeence  of  a  whita 
population  ia  mfficient  to  cMiae  the  Red  Indians  or  ths  Polynesians  to 
dwindle  and  decay,  without  any  aasignable  agency  of  the  one  or  the  other, 
it  must  be  confessed  that  this  is  an  anomaly  in  the  laws  of  Proridence 
utterly  unexplained  by  all  our  previone  knowledge,  wholly  at  varianos 
with  all  the  other  laws  by  which  animal  life  and  human  society  a*» 
governed."— Vol.  ii.,  p.  206. 


No.  XLII. 

"  The  small-pox  proves  almost  always  fatal  to  the  Red  Indian,  hi* 
hardened  skin  preventing  (he  appearance  of  the  empUon.  In  Abysunia, 
where  this  dreadful  disease  ii  snpposed  to  have  originated,  when  any 
penon  is  seized  with  it,  the  neighbours  anrroond  the  houae,  and  set  it  on 
fire,  conanming  it  with  its  miserable  inhabitants.  The  Americas  Indians 
regard  the  contagion  with  almost  as  mnch  horror.  The  Mabas  had  been  ft 
powerful  and  warlike  tribe  till  now,  when  thej  saw  their  Htrength  wasted 
by  a  malady  which  they  could  neither  resist  or  prevent;  they  became 
frantic  ;  they  set  fire  to  their  village,  snd  many  of  them  killed  their  wive* 
and  children,  to  spare  them  the  sufferings  of  disease,  and  that  they  might 
all  go  together  to  the  land  of  sonla." — Lewis  and  Clarke's  TVviv/a  (a  (jI« 
Soiuve  ofthM  Mutauri. 

Idmbert  says  "  Many  nations  have  been  totally  exterminated  by  the 
small-pox.  When  I  was  in  Canada  in  the  apring  of  1608,  a  village  of 
Hiasisaagaa,  residing  near  Kingston,  was  nearly  depopulated  by  the  amall- 
poi  i  not  more  than  twenty  escaped  of  500." 

"  Repeated  efforts  have  been  made,  and  ao  far  g^enerally  as  the  tribes  have 
ever  bad  the  disease  (or,  at  all  events,  within  the  recollection  of  those  who 
are  now  living  in  the  tribes),  the  Government  agents  (of  the  United 
States)  have  succeeded  in  introducing  vacdnation  as  a  protection;  but 
amongst  the  tribes  in  their  wild  state,  who  have  not  yet  suffered  from  the 
disease,  very  little  success  has  been  met  with  in  the  attempt  to  protect 
them,  on  account  of  their  superstitions,  which  have  generaUy  resisted  all 
attempts  to  introduce  vaccination.  Whilst  I  was  on  (he  Upper  MiBsouri, 
several  lurgeona  were  sent  into  the  country  with  the  Indisn  agents,  where 
1  several  times  saw  the  attempt  made  without  auecees.    They  have  perfect 
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confidence  in  the  Hkill  of  their  own  phjridan^  nntil  the  duaase  has  made 
one  elanghter  in  their  tribe,  and  then,  having  seen  while  men  amongit 
them  protected  b^  it,  they  are  diip<Med  to  receive  it,  before  which  they 
cannot  belieTS  that  to  minnte  a  puncture  in  the  ana  ie  going  to  protect 
them  from  m  fatal  a  disease;  and  as  they  aee  white  men  to  eameattj 
urging  it,  they  decide  that  it  mnst  be  game  new  trick  of  the  pa!e  facet,  by 
which  they  are  to  gain  some  new  advantage  over  them,  and  they  atabbomly 
and  sncceatfnUy  resiit  it." — Catlin,  vol.  ii.,  p.  2fi8. 

From  the  acconnti  brought  to  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1838,  by 
Mesan.  M'Eenne,  Mitchell,  and  others,  from  the  Upper  Miseoori,  and 
with  whom  1  convened  on  tiie  subject,  it  seenu  that  in  the  snouner  of  that 
year  the  small-pox  was  acddentally  introduced  amongst  the  Mandaos  by 
the  for  traders ;  and  that  in  the  coarse  of  two  months  they  all  perished, 
eicept  some  thirty  or  forty,  who  were  taken  as  slaves  by  the  Riccarees ; 
an  enemy  living  two  hundred  miles  below  them,  and  who  worked  np  and 
liMk  possession  of  their  village  soon  after  their  calamity,  taking  np  their 
Teaidence  in  it,  it  being  a  better  built  village  than  their  own ;  and  from  the 
lips  of  one  of  the  tiadeis  who  had  more  recently  arrived  from  there,  I  had 
the  following  accoont  of  the  remaining  few,  in  whose  destmction  was  the 
final  leminalioD  of  this  interesting  and  once  nameroos  tribe : — 

" '  The  Riccarees,'  he  said,  '  had  taken  possession  of  the  village  after 
the  disease  had  sobsided,  and  after  living  some  months  in  it,  were  attacked 
by  a  large  partyof  their  enemies,  the  Sioaz,aDd  whibt  fighting  deapeistely 
in  resistaiice,  in  which  the  Mandan  prisoners  had  taken  an  active  part, 
the  latter  had  concerted  a  plan  for  their  own  destruction,  which  was 
effected  by  their  stmnllaneously  niniuDg  throogh  the  picquets  on  to  the 
piurie,  calling  out  to  the  Sioux  (both  men  and  women)  to  kill  them, 
"  that  they  were  Kccaree  dogs,  that  their  friends  were  all  dead,  and  they 
did  not  wish  to  live ; "  that  they  here  wielded  thdr  weapons  as  desperately 
as  they  could,  to  escite  the  fury  of  their  enemy,  and  that  Uiey  were  thus 
cut  to  pieces  and  destroyed.' 

"  The  acconnta  given  by  two  or  three  white  men,  who  were  amongst  the 
Mandaus  during  the  ravages  of  this  frightful  disease,  are  most  appalling, 
and  actually  too  heart-rending  and  diqpstiug  to  be  recorded.  The  disease 
was  introduced  into  the  country  by  the  Fur  Company's  steamer  from 
St.  Lcnis,  which  had  two  of  their  crew  sick  with  the  disease  when  it 
approached  the  Upper  Missouri,  and  imprudently  stopped  to  trade  at  the 
Mandan  village,  which  was  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  the  chie& 
and  others  were  allowed  to  come  on  board,  by  which  means  the  disease 
got  ashore. 

"  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  the  gentlemen  in  chaige  of  the  steamer 
did  not  believe  it  to  be  the  small-pos ;  for  if  they  had  known  it  to  be 
such,  I  cannot  conceive  of  such  imprudence,  as  resided  their  own  interests 
in  the  country,  as  well  as  the  fate  of  these  poor  people,  by  allowing  their 
boat  to  advance  into  the  country  under  such  ci 
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"  It  seenu  that  die  Handuu  were  annonnded  by  WTenl  wat-pBrtiea  ot 
theii  more  powarfnl  enemies  tlie  Kenx,  at  that  auloek;  time,  and  thej 
could  Dot  therefoie  diiperu  upon  the  plaina,  bj  which  many  of  them  could 
have  been  saved ;  and  thej  were  neconarilj  indoaed  within  the  picqneta 
of  the  village,  where  the  diteaae,  in  a  few  dayi,  became  ao  very  malignant, 
that  death  en«ned  in  a  few  honn  after  ita  attacks ;  and  ao  ali^t  were 
their  hope*  when  they  were  attacked,  that  nearly  half  of  them  destroyed 
themielveii  with  their  knives,  with  their  giuia,  and  by  dashing  their  braina 
oat  by  leaping  head-foremoet  from  a  thirty-foot  ledge  of  rocks  in  front  of 
their  village.  The  first  symptom  of  the  disease  was  a  rapid  swelling  of 
the  body,  and  ao  very  viraleat  had  it  become,  that  very  many  died  in  two 
or  three  hoars  after  their  attack,  and  that  in  many  caaea  withont  tba 
appearance  of  the  disease  apon  the  skin.  Utter  dismay  seemed  to  potBaat 
all  clawM  and  all  agea,  and  they  gave  themselvM  np  in  despair  aa  entirely 
loat.  There  was  bat  one  continoal  crying  and  howling,  and  praying  to  the 
Great  Bpirit  for  his  protection,  during  the  nights  and  days ;  and  there  bang 
bnt  few  living,  and  those  in  too  appalling  despair,  nobody  thon^t  of  buy- 
ing the  dead,  whose  bodies,  whole  families  together,  were  left  in  horrid 
and  loathsome  piles  in  their  own  wigwams,  with  a  few  bn&lo  robea,  ttc, 
thrown  over  them,  there  to  decay,  and  be  devoared  by  their  own  dogs. 
That  snob  a  proportion  of  their  oommanitj  as  that  above-mentioned,  ahoald 
have  perished  in  so  short  a  time,  aeemt  yet  to  the  "reader  an  onacconntable 
thing ;  bat  in  addition  to  the  caasea  just  mentioned,  it  most  be  bone  in 
mind  that  this  fri^tfol  disease  ia  everywhere  br  more  btal  amoi^;«t  (ba 
native  than  in  civilised  popolation,  which  may  be  owing  to  some  exttaor- 
dinarj  iniceptibility ;  or,  1  think,  more  prohshly,  to  the  ezpoaed  livee  they 
live,  leading  more  directly  to  htal  couaeqnencea.  In  thia,  aa  in  most  of 
their  diaeasea,  thej  ignorantly  and  imprudently  plonge  into  the  coldeat 
wat«r,  wfaikt  in  the  highest  state  of  fever,  and  often  die  before  they  have 
the  power  to  get  out. 

"  Some  have  attiibated  the  nnexampled  &ta]ity  of  this  diaeaae  amongst 
the  Indiana  to  the  fact  of  their  living  entirely  on  animal  food ;  bat  ao 
important  a  aabject  for  investigation  I  mnat  leave  for  aonnder  jadgmmta 
than  mine  to  decide.  They  are  a  people  whose  conatitntions  and  habita  of 
life  enable  them  most  certainly  to  meet  most  of  its  ills  with  leaa  dread,  and 
with  decidedly  greater  aacceai,  than  they  are  met  ia  dvilised  commnnities ; 
and  I  would  not  dare  to  decide  that  their  simple  meat  diet  was  the  caoae 
of  their  fatal  expoaare  to  one  Mghtfol  diaeaae,  when  1  am  decidedly  of 
(pinion  that  it  has  been  the  caaae  of  their  exemptioa  and  protection  from 
another,  almost  equally  deatructive,  and,  like  the  former,  of  dviliaed 
introdaction, 

"  Daring  the  aeason  of  the  ravages  of  the  Asiatic  cholera,  which  swept 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  waatem  eoontry,  and  the  Indian  frontier,  I  was 
a  tiavsller  throogh  thoae  regiona,  and  waa  able  to  witneea  its  effacta ;  and 
1  learned  from  what  I  saw,  a*  well  aa  bom  what  I  b«v«  heard  in  other 
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puti  nnM  Ihftt  time,  tbal  it  travelled  lo  and  over  tho  frontiera,  cairjiiig 
dumay  and  death  amongst  the  tribea  on  the  borden  in  many  caaee,  to  for 
as  they  had  adopted  the  civilised  modes  of  life,  with  ita  disaipationo,  nnng 
vegetable  food  and  ialt ;  but  wherever  it  came  to  the  tiibes  living  exdv- 
nvely  on  meat,  and  that  without  the  nie  of  salt,  ita  progreaa  was  mddenly 
(topped.  I  mention  this  bi  a  snbject  which  1  looked  upon  as  important  to 
•eience,  and  therefore  one  on  which  1  made  many  oarefnl  iuqairies ;  and 
■o  far  as  I  have  leamed  along  that  part  of  the  frontier  over  which  I  have 
nnee  paMod,  I  have,  to  my  satisfaction,  ascertained  that  inch  became  the 
utmost  limits  of  this  latal  diseaie  in  ita  tiavel  to  the  wsat,  nnlesa  wbeie  it 
might  have  followed  some  of  the  rentes  of  the  for  traders,  who,  of  coarse, 
have  introdnced  the  modes  of  civilised  life. 

"  From  the  trader  who  was  present  at  the  destrnction  of  the  Mii.tiH«ii«  I 
had  many  most  wonderfdl  incidents  of  this  dreadful  scene,  bnt  I  dread  to 
recite  them.  Amongst  them,  however,  there  is  one  that  1  most  briefly 
describe,  relative  to  the  death  of  that  noble  getitleman,  of  whom  I  have 
already  said  so  much,  and  to  whom  I  became  so  much  attached,  Mah-lo- 
to^a,  or  "the  Four  Bears."  This  fine  fallow  sat  in  bis  -mffmsa  and 
watched  evety  one  of  his  fomily  die  abont  him,  his  wives  and  his  little 
children,  after  he  had  recovered  from  the  disease  himself,  when  he  walked 
«nt  Tomd  the  village,  and  wept  over  the  final  destruction  of  his  tribe ;  his 
braves  and  warrioiBj  whose  dnewy  arms  alone  he  conld  depend  on  for  a 
continnanee  of  their  eziatence,  all  laid  low ;  when  he  came  back  to  his 
lodge,  where  he  carried  his  whole  fiunily  in  a  pile,  with  a  namber  of  robes, 
and  wrapping  another  aronnd  himself,  went  ont  npon  a  hill  at  a  little 
distance,  where  he  bid  several  days,  despite  all  the  solicitations  of  the 
traders,  resolved  to  ttare»  himself  to  death.  He  remained  there  till  the 
sixth  day,  when  he  had  jnat  strength  enongh  to  creep  back  to  the  village, 
when  he  entered  the  horrid  gloom  of  his  own  wigwam,  and  laying  his  body 
along  side  of  the  group  of  his  hmily,  drew  his  robe  over  him,  and  died  on 
the  ninth  day  of  his  fatal  abstinence. 

"  So  have  perished  the  friendly  and  hospitable  Mandans,  from  the  best 
acconnta  I  conld  get ;  and  althongh  it  may  be  postStU  that  some  few  indi- 
viduals may  yet  be  remaining,  I  think  it  is  not  probable  ;  and  one  thing  is 
certain,  even  if  such  be  the  ease,  that,  as  a  nation,  the  Mandans  are 
extinct,  having  no  longer  an  existence. 

"  There  is  yet  a  melancholy  part  of  the  tale  to  be  told,  relating  to  the 
ravages  of  this  Rightful  diaease  in  that  country  on  the  same  occasion,  as  it 
spread  to  other  contignoDS  tribes,  to  the  Minatarreea,  the  Enisteneanx,  the 
Blackfeet,  the  Chayennea  and  Crows ;  amongst  whom  26,000  perished  in 
the  cooiM  of  four  or  five  months ;  which  most  appalling  facta  I  got  from 
Uajor  Pilcher,  now  snperiiitendant  of  Indian  a^rs  at  St.  Louis,  from 
Hr.  H'Kenae  u^  oUwn."— Catlio'e  Awmioan  Indiant,  vol.  ii.,  p.  3fi7. 
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"  Id  man  the  colouiiiig  nutter  K«nu  to  be  departed  in  the  denxuxdal 
qrstem  \>j  iiw  rooU  or  the  bulbs  of  the  hair,*  and  all  Mnnd  obMrvaliona 
pTOTs  that  the  akin  vaiiea  in  colour  from  the  action  of  extenud  atifflnli  <hi 
individoati,  and  i*  not  hereditaiy  in  the  vhole  race.  The  Eokimoea  ol 
Greenland,  and  the  lAplanden,  are  tanned  hj  the  influence  of  the  air,  bat 
their  children  are  bom  white.  We  will  not  decide  on  the  change*  which 
nature  may  prodoce  in  a  apace  of  time,  exceeding  all  hiatorical  traditions. 
Reaaon  atepa  ihort  in  these  matters  when  no  lonfar  under  the  guidance  of 
experience  and  aoalogf .  The  nations  that  have  a  white  skin  begin  their 
coamagonj  by  white  men ;  according  to  them  the  n^roes  and  all  tawnj 
pe<^le  have  been  blackened  or  embrowned  l^  the  exccMlTe  heat  of  the 
■an.  Thia  theory,  adopted  by  the  Qreeka,  though  not  without  contndic- 
IJen,  (Onesicritus  apud  &tnboD,lib.  zt.,  p.  BS3),  haa  beenpnqiagatedeTeB 
to  onr  own  times.  Bofibn  has  repeated,  in  prose,  what  Theodectes  had 
espresaad  in  Tsiae  two  thousand  yean  before — '  that  the  nations  wear  the 
livery  of  the  climate  they  inhabit.'  If  histoiy  had  beoi  written  by  black 
nations  they  would  have  maintained  what  even  Europeans  have  recenlly 
advanced  (Prichard's  BeKartA«t  into  the  Pi^tkal  HiMtory  vf  Mam, 
1SI3),  pp.  S33,  239,  that  man  was  onginally  black,  or  of  a  very  Uwny 
colour ;  and  that  he  hss  whitened  in  some  races  froni  the  effect  of  civilisa- 
tion and  progressive  debilitation,  as  animals  in  a  state  of  domesticatioo 
pass  from  dork  to  lighter  colonra.  I  shall  here  cite  the  authority  of  Dlloa. 
This  learned  man  haa  seen  the  Indians  of  Chili,  of  the  Andes  of  Pen,  of 
the  baming  coasts  of  Panama,  and  those  of  Lonisiaua,  situated  under  th* 
northern  temperate  tone.  He  had  the  good  fortnne  to  live  at  a  time 
when  theories  were  less  nnmeroos,  and,  like  me,  he  was  struck  at  seeing 
the  native  nnder  the  line  as  much  bronzed  as  brown,  in  the  cold  climate 
of  the  Cordilleras  as  in  the  pluna.  Where  differences  of  colour  are 
observed,  they  depend  on  the  race." — Humboldt's  Ptrtonai  Narrvi&e*, 
vol.  ill.,  p.  S98. 

*  AccordiagtothsinloTatiivieNalcbraof  M[.C)*ulti«T,outIwft'jNiiUM<ia)>q^lik 
ifwniui  iSHn,  p.  57.  John  Hunlci  obMrret,  llul  in  KTin]  ■ntuuli,  tb*  colontkn 
■f  tlw  bur  »  indepcndcDt  of  llist  of  the  (Icin. 

Uunkmhsfh  iaformi  ui  bov  clinwU  operatu  Sn  modifjing  the  coloar  of  tbe  ikift. 
Ho  itatn  thit  the  pnudraate  csoM  of  tb«  duV  colour  of  the  iiit(]piin«iti  ia  u  sbon- 
dsDC*  of  csrboD,  Mcreled  b^  Iba  ikin  wilb  bjdrngm,  predptsted  uid  flxed  in  tb* 
reta  mueonun  bj  the  contuct  of  (be  ■tauMphciic  oirgen. — Dt  Forwl.,  p.  124. 

If  Voltuit  it  to  be  belioTed,  no  mU-LnTonned  penon  fbnneTtj'  psood  bj  Lojdaq^ 
without  (eeing  ■  put  of  the  black  nwmbnne  (the  redenlnm  mncoHini)  of  &  nqra, 
diMcctni  hj  (he  celebnted  Rd}m11.  Their  onr  it,  bomvn,  now  oniTOMllj  sdmitted. 
The  "  rete  mucMum  "  hu  been  discorCRd  to  be  nothing  bat  the  liteal  Ujer  of  epi- 
darmi*,  the  inner  nrfiM  ef  which  ii  being  ooalinaallf  icnewed  it  tb*  eztarior  it  ««> 
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"  Tha  Indian  and  Qt»  aeffa  Tac«a,  both  fated  aa  it  seems  to  Tield  the 
■DpTemaey  to  the  tohttet,  present  in  ererjr  other  particnUr  a  cnriooa  eoii- 
trast  to  each  other.  The  red  man  appeora  to  have  raceiveil  from  nature 
eveiy  quality  which  contribntei  to  greatneei,  except — I  have  no  other  word 
for  it— tamtabili^;  he  hu  ahowu  in  many  remarkable  instances  intellee- 
tnal  capaci^.talenlaforgoTermneDt,  eloquence,  energy,  and  self-command. 

.  .  .  .  There  is  something  noble  and  striking — eomelhing  that  com- 
mands respect  and  admiration,  in  the  Indian  character,  iireconcileable 
thongh  it  be  with  advanced  ciTilisation,  and  the  operation  of  Christian 
inflnencea.    The  negro,  on  the  contraiy,  has  precisely  what  Uie  Indian 

wants;   he  U  a  domestic  animal The  Indian  avoids  his 

conqneior ;  the  nc^ro  bows  at  his  feet  The  Indian  laves  the  independence 
and  privaUons  of  his  solitude  better  than  all  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt ;  the 
negro,  if  left  to  himself,  is  helpless  and  miserable ;  he  mnst  have  society  and 
sensnal  pleasnres;  if  he  be  allowed  to  eat  and  drink  well,  to  dance,  to  sing, 
and  to  make  love,  he  seems  to  have  no  further  or  higher  aspiiations,  and  to 
care  nothing  for  the  degradation  of  his  race.  With  the  single  exception  of 
Toneaaint,  I  know  no  instance  of  a  negro  distinguishing  himself  in  politics, 
or  arms,  or  lettera  ;  and  though  I  make  every  allowance  for  the  difficnltiea 
KUd  obstacles  to  his  doing  so  which  his  sitnation  imposes  on  him,  1  cannot 
allow  that  these  account  for  the  fact,  that,  notwithstanding  the  excellent 
edncation  which  many  negroes  receive,  and  the  stimnlns  afforded  by 
constant  intercourse  with  whites,  not  one  of  them  has  yet,  either  here  or 
in  the  West  Indies,  with  the  above-named  exception,  taken  tha  lead 
among  his  conntrymen,  or  nude  a  name  for  himself.  And  this  nataral 
superiority  of  the  Indian  is,  perhaps  nnconscionsly,  recognised  and  illot- 
tnted  in  a  singnlar  manner,  by  the  white  man,  in  the  different  feelings 
which  he  exhibits  upon  the  subject  of  amalgamation  with  the  two  races. 
Some  of  tha  beat  familias  in  the  United  States  are  pnmd  to  trace  their 
origin  to  Indian  diieb  {t.g.  the  Randolphs  of  Virginia  boast  that  the; 
came  of  the  lineage  of  Powbatlon) ;  and  I  have  myself  met  with  half- 
breeds,  who  were  connderad  (and  most  jnstly)  in  every  respect  equal  in 
estunation  with  foll-btooded  whites.  It  is  needless  to  observe,  that  vrith 
teqwet  to  the  n^^roas,  the  precise  converse  is  tha  case.  Caterii  paribus, 
we  seem  naturally  to  receive  the  red  man  as  onr  eqnal." — Oodley^  Lttttrt 
fivn  America,  vol.  i.,  p.  103. 

Knj,  JUL  like  the  buk  of  a  tree.  Thare  Ii  no  dittioet  ealouriDg  hyer,  ll  vpfttn, 
cithar  in  ttie  fiir  or  the  dack-ekinned  ncM;  (he  peculiar  hue  of  the  latter  dependinf 
upon  the  presence  of  ealoaiisg  matter  in  the  eelli  of  the  e)Hdoimii  iUelf.  Coictur, 
Ihenfon,  i*  not  eien  lim  tleip,  (ot  It  dot*  not  teach  (he  true  ikin,  being  entirelj 
coaGiwd  to  the  epidensja  or  scarf  skin. 
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"  TheM  ialukdi  were  paitlj  ducoTend  by  fietiriDg  in  1741,  ind  Uw  rart 
at  HTenl  panodii  since  his  tine.  The  moat  eoniidenble  of  tham  unoant 
to  forty  in  number,  and  thej  maj  be  jnatl;  cotuideied  as  a  branch  of  th* 
Kamtakadale  maantains  continaed  in  tha  sea.  The  three  amall  iahnila, 
known  bj  the  namea  of  Attak,  Bhemjs,  and  Semitahi,  with  a  few  oUwia, 
were  denDminatad  by  the  Ruaaiana,  AleutaUe  OatroTa,  becante  a  bold  rock 
in  the  language  of  these  parts  is  called  '  Alent.'  In  the  sequel  this  nam* 
was  extended  to  the  whole  chain,  thongh  a  part  of  it  is  ouned  the  Andrav- 
noSskoi,  and  the  reat  lying  further  towards  America,  the  Fox  Islands. 
The  mrvey  of  these  islands,  more  anciently  discoTered  by  the  Rnssiana, 
and  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  two  continents,  waa  made  by  C^ttaio 
Cook  in  his  third  voyage,  in  1773.  If  the  Knaaiana  then  can  deawedly 
claim  the  priority  of  the  discovery,  no  one  can  withhold  from  the  adven- 
tnrons  and  perserering  Captain  Cook,  the  glory  and  the  merit  of  havir^ 
fixed  the  diatance  of  the  two  continents  and  their  respective  extent,  to  tli« 
east  for  Asia,  and  to  the  west  fsr  North  America." — Keea's  C^Khpvdit^ 
art.,  Alention  Islands. 


No.  XLVI. 

"  Almost  ereiywliere  in  the  New  World  we  rwcgniae  a  moltiplid^  of 
finms  and  tenses  in  the  verb,  an  artificial  indnstry  to  indicate  beforehand, 
Mther  by  inflexion  of  the  personal  pronouns,  which  form  the  terminations 
of  the  verb,  or  by  an  intercalated  ti^h,  the  nature  and  Uie  relation  of  ita 
object  and  its  subject,  and  to  distinguish  whether  the  object  be  animate  or 
inanimate,  of  the  masculine  ai  the  feminine  gender,  simple,  or  in  complex 
nnmber.  This  multiplicity  characterises  the  rudest  American  languages. 
Aatarloa  reckons,  in  like  manner,  in  the  gramraatical  syrtem  of  the  Bift- 
eayan,  806  forma  of  the  verb.  Strange  conformity  in  the  atnietnre  of 
langnages  among  races  of  man  so  different,  and  on  spots  so  distant. 

"  Those  languages,  the  principal  tendency  of  which  is  inflexion,  excit« 
less  the  curiosity  of  the  vnlgar  than  those  which  seem  formed  by  sggre^ 
U(ai.  In  the  first,  the  elements  of  which  words  are  composed,  and  which 
are  generally  reduced  to  a  few  letteia,  are  no  longer  distinguished.  These 
elements  when  isolated  exhibit  no  meaning ;  the  whole  is  assimilated  and 
mixed  together.  The  American  langoages,  on  the  contrary,  are  like  com- 
plicat«d  machines,  the  wheels  of  which  are  exposed.  The  artiflce  is  risible 
— 1  mean  the  industrious  mechanism  of  their  construction.  We  seem  to 
be  present  at  their  formation,  and  we  should  state  them  to  be  of  veiy  recent 
origin,  if  we  did  not  recollect  that  the  human  mind  follows  impertnihably 
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an  impnlw  once  ffvtn ;  that  nAtiom  enlarge,  improve  and  repair,  the  gnm.' 
matJcal  edifice  of  their  laugoage  according  to  t,  plan  already  detennined  ; 
finally,  that  there  are  conntriet  where  the  languagea  of  all  the  institO' 
tioni  and  the  arts  have  remuned  Bteieotjped,  as  it  were,  during  Uie  lapea 
of  ages.  The  highett  d^ree  of  intellectual  derelopment  haa  been  hitherto 
fonDd  among  oatiouB  which  belong  to  the  Indian  and  Pelaigic  bnoch. 
The  laugoagSB,  formed  principally  bj  aggr^ation,  seem  themaelTCa  to 
oppose  abatacles  to  the  improvement  of  the  mind.  They  are,  in  bet, 
unfanuahed  with  that  rapid  movement,  that  interior  life,  to  which  the 
inflexion  of  the  root  is  bvoorable,  and  which  gives  w>  many  ehanna  to 
works  of  the  imagination.  Let  oa  not,  however,  forget  that  a  people  cele- 
brated in  the  remotest  antiqnity,  from  whom  the  Gh«eks  themaelvei 
borrowed  knowledge,  had  perhaps  a  language,  the  constmction  of  which 
recalls  involnntarily  that  of  the  language  of  America.  What  a  scaffolding 
of  little  monoayllabtc  and  diwyllabic  forms  is  added  to  tbe  verbg-and  to 
the  substantive,  in  the  Coptic  language  ! " — Humboldt's  Pergonal  Narra- 
tive, vol.  iii.,  p.  273. 

In  his  "Researches,"  Humboldt  observes :  "  We  find  in  the  New  Continent 
langnagea,  some  of  which,  aa  tfaeOreenland,  theCora,  the  Tamanac,  the  Toto- 
nac,  and  theQnichna(.^rciUe.jS(Br.SrAn<^rapAJ«,b.  i.,B.340 ;  Vatert,  b.206), 
display  a  richnest  of  grammatical  forma  which  we  trace  nowhere  in  the  Old 
World,  except  at  Congo,  and  among  the  Biscayaus,  who  were  (he  remaina 
of  the  ancient  Cantabrians,  Bnt  amid  these  marks  of  civilisation  (referring 
to  the  Altec  nation),  and  this  progressive  perfection  of  language,  it  is 
remarkable  that  no  people  of  America  had  attained  that  analysis  of  aounds 
which  leads  to  the  most  admirable,  we  might  almost  say  the  moat  mira- 
cnlons  of  all  inventions,  an  alphabet  We  are  led  to  think  that  the  pro- 
greaaive  perfection  of  symbolic  signa,  and  the  facility  with  which  objecta 
are  painted,  had  prevented  the  intradoctioa  of  letten  ....  not  the  case 
in  Egypt." 

Chateaubriand  says  that  the  Jesuits  have  left  important  works  relative 
to  the  language  of  the  Canadian  savage.  Father  Chaamont,  who  had  lived 
fifty  yean  among  the  Hurons,  composed  a  grammar  of  their  language.  To 
Father  Rasle,  who  spent  ten  years  in  an  Abenakis  village,  we  are  indebted 
for  valnable  docnmenta.  A  French  and  Iioqnois  dictionary— a  new  trea- 
sure  for  philologists — is  finished.  There  is  also  a  manuscript  dictionary — 
Iroqnoia  and  English — bat  onlackily  the  first  volume  is  lost. 

"  Les  trois  langues,  Huronne,  Algonqnine  et  Siou  sontles  langaes  mires 
da  Canada.  Ila  ont  tons  les  caiact^s  det  langnas  primitives,  et  il  est 
eertun  qn'  elles  n'ont  pas  une  origine  commune.  La  seule  prononeiation 
EufEsoit  pour  1e  pronom.  Le  Siou  sifle  en  parlant,  le  Horou  n'a  ptnut  de 
lettre  labiale,  qn'il  ne  Sfauioit  piononcer,  parle  du  gosier  et  aspire  presqae 
toates  les  syllabes ;  I'Algonquin  prononce  ave«  plus  de  douceur,  et  parle 
plus  naturellement.  Je  n'u  po  rien  apprendre  de  particnlier  de  la 
premiiie  de  cea  trois  langues ;  maia  noi  andens  miasionaiiM  ont  beaueoap 
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tTarsill^  snr  lea  deux  antrea,  et  snr  lea  prmeipele*  de  lean  lUalectea : 
voici  ce  que  j'ea  aia  ooi  dire  aaz  pliu  habile*. 

"  I^laagae  HDronne  eit  d'ane  abondAiice.d'one  ^ergie,et  d'nne  noblene, 
qu'on  ne  troave  peat-£tre  r^nnies  dans  aDcnne  dee  plus  belles,  que  nous 
coDnoisaoDH,  et  ceoE,  ft  qui  elle  e>t  propre,  qaaiqn'ila  ne  Boient  pliu 
qn'ime  poign^  d'homineB,  ont  encore  duu  I'Sme  one  ^^vstion,  qui 
a'accorde  bien  mienx  Avec  la  majeaU  de  lenr  langage,  qn'  kvec  le  triate 
Aat,  oik  lis  Boat  r^luiu.  Qaelqaet  nna  ont  era  7  tranTer  dea  rapporta 
»Tec  I'Hfbreu ;  d'antree  en  plna  gnod  nombre  out  prAendo  qn'ell«  afcnt 
la  mime  origine  qae  celle  dM  Oreea;  mut  rien  n'est  plua  MtoIb  qne  lea 
prenYea,  qulla  en  ^portenL  La  langne  Algonqniiw  n'a  pu  antout  de 
force,  qae  la  Hnronne,  mua  elle  a  plna  de  douceur  et  d'A^ance.  Tontes 
denx  ont  one  richesae  iJ'ezpTeadona,  nna  vari^t^  de  tonea,  one  propriA^ 
de  tennea,  aae  r^laiit^,  qui  Aonnent:  maia  ce  qui  mipiend  encore 
daranlage,  c'eat  qne  panni  dea  BaTbaiea  qn'an  ne  voit  point  aVtndier  k 
bien  parler,  et  qui  n'ont  jamaia  en  I'luage  de  I'^critore,  il  ne  slntrodoit 
point  nn  manvaia  mot,  on  tenne  impropie,  nne  conatmction  Ticienae,  et 
que  lea  en&na  mfmea  en  conaervent,  joaqne  dans  le  diacaais  bmiliar, 
toate  la  puret^.  D'aJllenia,  la  mani^re  dont  ila  animent  tont  ae  qn'ila  diaenti 
ne  laiaae  ancnn  lien  de  donter  qni  ne  compieonent  tonte  la  valenr  de  lenr 
expreaaiona,  et  tonte  la  beant^  de  leni  langne.  Dana  le  Unron  tont  ae 
conjngne ;  nn  certain  artifice,  qne  je  ne  Tons  expliqneniiB  paa  bien,  y  bit 
diatingner  dea  Terbea,  lea  noma,  lea  proDoma,  lea  adverbes,  &c.  Lea  vatties 
airaplea  ont  nne  donble  eonjngaiaon,  rnne  abaoloe,  I'sntTe  r^eiproqne. 
Lea  troiai^mea  peraonnea  ont  lea  deux  genrea,  car  il  n^  en  a  qne  deux  dana 
cea  languea ;  k  acavoir,  le  genre  noble,  et  le  genre  ignoble.  Ponr  ce  qni  eat 
dea  nombrea  et  dea  tema,  on  j  trouve  lea  mfimea  differences  que  dana  le 
Qrec.  Par  ezemple,  ponr  raeonter  an  voyage,  on  a'asprime  antrenent  si 
on  la  flit  par  terre,  on  ai  on  I'a  Ut  pat  eau.  Lea  Terbea  actib  ae 
mnltiplient  autant  de  fbia,  qn'il  ;  a  de  choaes,  qni  tombent  aona  lear  action ; 
Gomme  le  verbe,  qni  aignifie  Monger,  varie  antant  de  fbia,  qoll  j  a  de 
choaes  comestiblea.  L'action  s'exprime  antienient  a  regard  d^lne  choee 
inanim^ :  ainsi  miV  hm  homme,  et  voir  vae  pierre,  ce  atmt  denx  verbea. 
Be  aerrir  d'nne  chose,  qni  appartient  i,  celni  qni  s'en  sert,  ou  a  celui  i  qui 
on  parte,  ce  aont  autant  de  verbes  diff^rena. 

"  II  7  a  qoelquB  chose  de  tont  cela  dana  la  langne  Algonqnine,  maia  la 
inaniire  n'en  eat  paa  la  in£me,  et  je  ne  auis  nuUement  en  ^tat  de  vona  en 
inatraire.  Cependant,  madame,  si  du  pen,  qne  je  viens  de  vods  dire,  il 
a'enauit  qne  la  licheaie  et  la  variety  de  cea  langnea  lea  rendent  extremement 
difficilea  i  apprendre,  la  diaette  et  la  st^rilit^  ou  elles  sont  tomb^  ne 
canaent  paa  un  maindre  embarras.  Car,  comme  lea  peoplea,  qnand  nana 
avona  commence  i  lea  fr^oeoter,  ignoroient  pieaqne  tout  ce  dont  ila 
n'avdent  psa  I'naage,  on  qui  ne  tomboit  paa  soua  lenia  aena,  ila 
manqaoient  de  termea  poor  les  expriner,  on  les  avoient  laits^  tomber 
dana  Toubli." — Charlevoix,  torn,  v.,  p.  288. 
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The  variety  ot  dialects  proven  the  little  commnQication  held  between 
the  diftrent  tribe!  of  Mvages,  &  necvmarj  coDiequence  of  theii  living  hy 
the  chue,  and  reqairing  exteiudve  hanting-groDnds. 

"  We  need  only,"  eays  Acuta  (De  Procur.  Tndomm  Salut.),  "  cross  a 
valley  for  hearing  another  jargon." 


No.  XLVII. 

"  The  following  are  the  results  of  the  most  recent  reiearchei  on  the  lines 
of  fortificatians,  and  the  tnmoli  found  between  the  Rocky  MouituDS  and 
the  chain  of  the  Alleghanies.  The  fortifications  chiefiy  occapy  the  space 
between  the  Qreat  Lakes  of  Canada,  the  Hisnsdppi  and  the  Ohio,  from  the 
44°  to  the  39°  of  latitude.  Tboae  which  advance  most  towards  the  north- 
east are  on  the  Black  Kiver,  one  of  the  tributary  streams  of  Idike  Ontario. 
The  most  remarhable  ancient  fortifications  in  the  State  of  the  Ohio  are — 
1st.  Newark,  a  very  it^Ur  octagon,  contuoing  an  area  of  38  acres,  and 
connected  with  a  circular  circnmvallation  of  10  acres ;  the  eight  great 
doors  of  the  octagon  are  defended  by  eight  works  placed  before  each 
opening.  Snd.  Peiryvale  County,  nnmerons  walls,  not  in  clay,  bnt  stoqe. 
3rd.  Marietta,  two  great  squares  with  twelve  doors  ;  the  walls  of  earth 
are  SI  fest  high,  and  4S  feet  at  their  base.  4th  Circleville,  a  sqoare  with 
eight  doors,  and  eight  small  works  for  their  defence  connected  with  a 
drenlar  fort,  surronnded  by  two  walls  and  a  moat.  Cth.  Paint  Creek,  at 
the  conSnence  of  the  Scioto  and  the  Ohio ;  the  fortifications  are  partly 
irregular;  one  of  them  contains  62  acres.  6th.  Portsmouth,  opposite 
Alexandria ;  vast  niins,  disposed  on  parallel  lines,  denote  that  this  spot 
heretofbi*  contained  a  nnmerons  popnlation.  7th.  Little  Miami  and 
Cincmoati,  a  wall  of  7  feet  high  and  6300  toises  long.  All  these  square 
forts  are  placed  as  exactly  to  the  east  as  the  Egyptian  and  Mexican 
pyramids ;  when  the  forts  have  only  one  opening,  it  is  directed  towards 
the  rising  sun.  The  walls  of  these  lines  of  fortification  are  moat  beqneutly 
of  earth,  but  two  miles  from  Chilicothe,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  we  find  a 
wall  constructed  in  stone,  from  12  to  Ifi  feet  high,  and  from  fi  to  8  feet 
thick,  forming  an  indoeare  of  80  acres.  It  is  not  yet  precisely  known 
how  for  those  works  extend  to  the  west,  along  the  conrse  of  the  Missouri 
and  the  River  La  Plata ;  bnt  they  are  not  found  on  the  north  of  the  Lakes 
Ontario,  Erie,  and  Michigan,  neither  do  they  pass  the  chain  of  the 
Alleghanies.  Some  oircomvallations  discovered  on  the  east  of  that  chain, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Chenango,  near  Oxford,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
may  be  considered  as  a  very  remarkable  exception.  We  must  not 
confound  these  militaiy  monuments  with  the  mounds  or  timuli  containing 
thoosands  of  sluletons  of  a  stnoted  race  of  men,  scarcely  fi  feet  hi^. 
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TheM  motUMti  ibomm  in  number  from  the  north  towuda  tlia  iMth ; 
Mr.  Bneiataidga  tbink*  then  ore  nearij  3000  tnmuli,  from  BO  to  100  foet 
high,  between  the  month  <rf  the  Ohio,  the  lUinoia,  the  Hinonri,  and  the 
Sio  Ban  Fnmciaco,  and  that  the  number  of  skeletona  thej  cuitain  indicate 
how  couiderable  most  have  been  the  population  heretjifonj  of  thow 
conntriee.  TheK  monnments,  considered  aa  the  places  of  aepaltnie  of 
great  commoDes,  are  moct  frequently  ntoated  at  the  eonflaencs  of  liven, 
and  on  the  moit  favonrable  points  for  trade.  The  hue  of  the  tomoli  ia 
ronnd,  or  of  as  oral  form ;  they  an  generally  of  a  conical  form,  and 
•ometimes  flattened  at  the  iummit,  as  if  intended  to  aerre  for  aaciificee,  ot 
other  ceremoniea  to  be  leen  by  a  gnat  mass  of  people  at  once.  Some  of 
these  monuments  are  two  or  three  stories  high,  and  resemble  in  their  form 
the  Mexican  TeoealUt,  and  the  pymnids  with  steps  of  Egypt  and  Western 
Asia.  Borne  of  the  tumuli  are  constructed  of  earth,  and  some  of  stones 
heaped  together.  Hatdiets  have  been  fonnd  on  them,  together  with 
paintod  pottery,  vasee,  and  ornaments  of  biass,  a  little  iron,  silver  in 
plates  (near  Marietta),  and  periuqM  gold  (near  Chilicothe).  Borne  of  these 
mounds  are  only  a  few  feet  bi^,  and  are  placed  at  the  centre  or  in  the 
n^gfabouihood  of  the  circular  circumTallstions ;  they  were  either  tribunes 
far  haranguing  the  assembled  people,  or  places  of  sacrifice,  and  where  they 
•re  only  from  SO  to  2C  feet  high,  they  may  be  conndered  as  obeerratoriea 
elected  to  discover  the  movements  of  a  neighboaring  enemy.  The  great 
tnmuli,  from  80  to  100  feet  high,  are  most  frequently  insulated,  and 
■onetimes  seem  to  be  of  the  same  age  as  the  tbitificatjona  to  which  they 
are  linked.  The  latter  merit  particular  attention ;  I  know  no  where 
anything  that  resembles  them  either  in  South  America  or  the  ancient 
continent.  The  regnlaritf  of  the  polygon  and  rireular  fvms,  and  the 
Buall  works  intended  to  cover  the  doors  of  the  building,  are,  above  all, 
remarkable.  We  know  not  whether  they  were  inclosnres  of  proper^, 
walls  of  defence  against  enemies,  or  intrenched  camps,  as  in  Craittnl 
Asia.  The  custom  of  separating  the  different  quarters  of  a  town  by 
dicumvallatiDna  is  observed  alike  in  the  ancient  TenocUeitian  and  the 
Peruvian  town  of  Chimn,  (he  mins  of  which  I  euunined,  between  Tnmllo 
and  the  coast  of  the  South  Sea.  The  tumuli  are  less  characteristie 
eoustmetionB,  and  may  have  belonged  to  nations  who  had  no  com- 
monication  with  one  another;  they  cover  both  Americas,  the  north  of 
Asia,  and  the  whole  east  of  Eorope,  and,  it  is  said,  are  still  constructed  by 
the  Omawhaws  of  the  River  Plata.  The  skulls  contained  in  the  ft—K  of 
the  United  States  furnish  means  of  recognising,  almost  with  certainty,  to 
what  degree  the  race  of  men  by  whom  they  were  i^sed  differ  from  the 
Indians  who  now  inhsbit  the  same  countries.  H.  Hitehell  believes  that 
the  skeMons  of  the  caverns  of  Kentucky  and  Tennenee  '  belong  to  the 
Malays,  who  came  by  the  Padfie  Ocean  to  the  western  eoaat  of  America, 
and  were  destroyed  by  the  ancestors  of  the  present  Indians,  and  who  wera 
of  Tartar  race  (Mmpd).'     With  rsapsct  to  the  tanudi  asd  the  lorliAca 
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tioni,  &»  latae  ItnratA  miter  mippowa,  with  M.  De  Witt  Clinton,  Oitt 
those  moDQUwnta  are  the  works  of  ScapdinaTJan  nationa  who,  from  the 
elsTenth  to  the  foorteenth  centuy,  visited  ths  coast  of  Greenlaiid, 
Newfoundland,  or  Viuland,  or  Drageo,  and  a  part  of  the  continent  of  North 
America.  If  this  hjpothemB  be  foonded,  the  iknlls  found  in  the  tmnM 
ought  to  belong,  not  to  the  American,  Hongol,  «r  llalaj  race,  but  to  a 

race  Tnlgarly  eaUed  Caocanan. Did  the  natjone  of  the 

Mexican  race,  in  thwr  migrationH  to  the  Bouth,  send  coloniea  towards  the 
eut,  or  do  the  monomenta  of  the  United  States  pertain  to  the  Ant«chthone 
nations  I  Perhaps  ws  mnst  admit  in  North  America,  as  in  the  ancient 
world,  the  aimnltaneoos  existence  of  Beveial  centres  of  civilisation,  of 
which  the  mutual  relations  are  not  known  in  history.  The  very  civilised 
nations  of  New  Spain,  the  Tolteqnes,  the  Aiteqnes,  and  the  Chichimeqaes, 
pretended  to  have  inned  anccessively,  from  the  sixth  to  the  twelfth 
centnry,  from  three  neighbonring  countries  sitnated  towards  the  north. 
These  nations  spoke  the  same  langnage,  they  had  the  same  cosmt^nic 
bbles,  the  same  propensity  for  the  Bacerdolal  congregations,  the  same 
hieroglyphic  paintingB,  ths  same  divisions  of  time,  the  same  taste  (Chinese 
and  Japanese)  for  noting  and  registering  everything.  The  names  given  by 
them  to  the  towns  bnilt  in  the  country  of  Analmac  were  those  of  the 
towns  they  had  abandoned  in  their  ancient  country.  The  civilisation  on 
the  Mexican  table  land  was  regarded  by  the  inhalHtauls  themselves  as  the 
copy  of  something  which  had  existed  elsewhere,  as  the  reflection  of  the 
primitive  civilisation  of  Aztlan.  Where,  it  may  be  asked,  must  be  placed 
that  parent  land  of  the  colonies  of  Anahoac,  that  t^eumm  gattiam  which, 
during  five  centuries,  sends  nations  towards  the  sooth  who  understand 
each  other  withont  diScntty,  and  recc^piise  each  other  for  relations  ? 
Asia,  north  of  Amour,  where  it  is  nearest  America,  is  a  baiharans  country, 
and  in  supposing  (which  is  geogiaphieally  posnble)  a  migration  of  sonthem 
Asiatics  by  J^an,  Tarskay  (Tdioka),  the  Kurile  and  Aleutian  isles,  from 
south-west  towards  the  north-east  {tnsta  40°  to  fiS"  of  latitude),  how  can  it 
be  believed  that  in  so  long  a  migration,  on  a  way  so  easily  intercepted, 
the  remembrance  of  the  institutions  of  the  parent  country  could  have  been 
preserved  with  so  much  force  and  cleameea  t  The  eosmogonic  &bles,  the 
pyramidal  constructions,  the  system  of  the  calendar,  the  animals  of  the 
tropics  found  in  the  catasl«rim  of  days,  the  convents  and  congregations  of 
prieste,  the  taste  for  statistio  enumoutions,  the  annals  of  the  empire  held 
in  the  most  scrupnious  order,  lead  n*  towards  oriental  Asia  ;  while  the 
lively  remembrances  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  and  the  peculiar 
physiognomy  which  Mexican  civilisation  presente  in  eo  many  othei 
respects,  seem  to  indicate  the  antique  existence  of  on  empire  in  the  north 
of  America,  between  the  38°  and  4S°  of  latitude.  We  caanot  reflect  im 
the  military  mouoments  of  the  United  States  without  recellecting  the  fint 
eountty  of  the  civilised  nations  of  Mexico.  It  is  in  riring  to  more  general 
historical  coosideiatioBB,  in  "Xwmining  with  more  eaie  than  has  been 


itizecoy  Google 


464  THE   CONQUEST   OF   CANADA. 

tiitlierto  done,  the  languages  and  Ike  oitsolii^c  confonnalioii  of  different 
tribes,  in  exploring  the  inunenie  countiy  bounded  bj  the  AU^fauiieB,  and 
the  cooat  of  the  we«lem  ocean,  that  means  will  be  obtained  of  throwing 
light  on  a  problem  (O  worthy  of  exercising  the  ugadtj  of  histjiiiaiu.  .  .  . 
According  to  the  traditions  collected  by  Mr.  HetJcweldeTfthecoautiyeMtof 
the  Misairaippi  was  heretofore  inhabited  bj  a  powerfa)  nation,  of  pgantic 
(tatare,  called  AU^hewi,  and  which  ^ve  its  name  to  the  Alleghanian 
mountains.  The  All^hewia  were  more  cinliied  than  any  of  the  other 
tribes  foand  in  the  narthem  climates  by  the  Europeans  of  the  Bixteeuth 
centnry.  They  inhabited  towns  fonnded  on  the  banks  of  the  Miisianppi, 
and  the  fortificotioni  that  now  excite  the  aitoniihment  of  travellers  were 
otmstrncted  by  them  in  order  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Delaware*, 
who  came  from  the  west,  and  were  allied  at  that  period  with  the  Iroquois. 
It  may  be  supposed  that  this  invasion  of  a  harbaroos  people  changed  the 
political  and  moral  state  of  those  conntriea.  The  Alleghewis  were 
vanqnished  by  the  Delawares  after  a  long  struggle.  Id  their  fli^t 
towards  the  south  they  gathered  together  the  bones  of  their  relations  in 
separate  tunatH;  they  descended  the  Minussippi,  and  what  became  of 

them  is  not  known The  lines  of  fortification  of  a  piodigiona 

length  ohserred  bj  Captain  Lewis  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  sufficiently 
prove  that  the  ancient  habitation  of  the  AUc^ewis,  that  powerful  people 
which  I  am  inclined  to  regard  as  being  of  Tolteque  or  Aiteque  ism, 
extended  far  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  towards  the  foot  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  H.  Nattal,  in  going  up  the  Arkonsa  to  Cadron,  was  infonned 
of  the  existence  of  on  ancient  entrenchment,  resembling  a  triangular  fort. 
The  Arkansasassert  that  it  is  the  work  of  a  toliCeand  civilised  people,  whom, 
when  they  arrived  in  this  country,  their  ancestors  fought  and  vanqnished, 
not  by  foroe  bat  cunning.  They  attrihnte,  also,  to  a  more  ancient  and 
polished  people  than  themselves,  the  monuments  of  roogh  stones  heaped 
np  on  the  summit  of  the  hills.  Other  monuments,  not  less  carious,  arc 
the  commodious  roads  of  immense  length,  which  the  natives  have  traced 
from  time  immemorial,  and  which  lead  from  Uie  banks  of  the  Arkansa, 
near  Little  Bock,  to  Saint  Lonis  on  the  light,  and  by  the  settlement  of 
Hont  Prairie  as  br  as  Nachitoches  on  the  left.  Do  the  characteristic 
features  of  colossal  stature,  and  white  colour,  attributed  to  nations  now 
destroyed,  owe  their  origin  to  the  ideas  of  power  and  physical  force  in 
general,  to  the  feeling  of  the  intellectual  preponderance  of  the  Buropeans, 
or  are  those  features  linked  with  the  &hles  of  while  men,  legislators,  and 
priests,  which  we  find  amongst  the  Mexicans,  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Oranada,  and  eo  many  other  American  nationa  1  The  skeletons  contained 
in  the  tvmuli  of  the  trans- Alleghanian  country  belong,  for  the  most  pari, 
to  a  stunted  race  of  men,  of  lower  stature  than  the  Indians  of  Canada  and 
the  Missouri. 

"  An  idol  discovered  at  Natchez  has  been  justly  compared  by  M.  BlalU 
Bmn  to  the  images  of  celestial  spirits,  found  by  PtUia  amongst  the 
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HoDgDl  natioiiB.  If  the  tribei  who  inhabit  the  towns  on  the  banks  of  the 
HianMippi  icnied  from  the  aame  coantrj  of  Aitlon,  it  m>ut  be  admitted 
that  the  Tolteqaes,  the  Chichimeqnes,  and  the  AsteqnsB,  from  the 
inspection  of  their  idoli,  and  their  esmya  in  sculpture,  were  much  leas 
advanced  in  the  arts  than  the  Mexican  tribes,  wbo,  without  deviating 
towards  the  eaat,  have  followed  the  great  path  of  the  nations  of  the  New 
World,  directed  from  north  to  south,  from  tbe  banks  of  the  Qila  towards 
the  Lake  of  Nicaragoa."— Hnmboldt'e  Ptrmmal  NarratvM,  rot.  Ti.,  p.  328. 


No.  XLVIII. 

"  Dr.  Morton,  in  his  luminous  and  pbilosophicsl  essay  on  the  aboriginal 
race  of  America,  seema  to  have  proved  that  all  the  diCFerent  tribes,  except 
the  Eskimaux,  are  of  one  race,  and  that  this  race  is  peculiar  and  distinct 
from  all  others.  The  physical  characteristicB  of  the  Fuegiaus,  the  Indians 
of  the  tropical  plains,  those  of  the  Rocky  Monnt^ns,  and  of  the  great 
valley  of  the  Migsissippi,  are  the  same,  not  only  in  regard  to  feature  and 
external  lineamenta,  but  also  in  osteological  structure.  After  comparing 
nearly  400  crania,  derived  from  tribes  inhabiting  almost  every  region  of 
both  Americas,  Dr.  Morton  has  foand  the  same  peculiar  shape  pervading 
all ;  '  the  aqnare  or  rounded  head,  the  flattened  or  vertical  occiput,  the 
high  cheek  bones,  the  ponderooB  maxilla,  the  lai^  quadrangular  orbits, 
and  the  low  receding  forehead.'  The  oldest  skulls  from  tbe  cemeteries 
of  Pern,  the  tombs  of  Mexico,  or  the  mounds  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio, 
agree  with  each  other,  and  are  of  the  same  type  as  Uie  heads  of  the  most 
savage  existing  tribes." — Lyell,  vol.  ii.,  p.  37. 


No.  XLIX. 

"  1  saw  no  penoD  among  the  Chaymas  wbo  had  any  natural  deformity. 
I  might  say  the  same  of  thoasands  of  Caribs,  Muyaeas,  and  Mexican  and 
Pemvian  Indiana,  whom  we  observed  during  the  conne  of  five  ysan. 
Bodily  deformitiea,^^eviationa  &om  nature, — are  infinitely  rare  among 
certwn  races  of  men,  especially  those  nations  who  have  the  dermoid 
system  highly  colonrsd.  1  cannot  believe  that  they  depend  solely  on  the 
progress  of  civilisation,  a  luxurious  life,  or  the  corruption  of  morals.  We 
might  be  tempted  to  think  that  savages  all  appear  well-made  and  vigorous, 
because  feeble  children  die  yoang  for  want  of  care,  and  that  the  strongest 
■lone  snrvive ;  but  tliese  canses  cannot  act  on  the  Indians  of  the  Missions 
who  have  the  manners  of  onr  peasants,  and  the  Mexicans  of  Cholula  and 
Tlascala,  who  enjoy  wealth  Utat  has  been  tnnsmitted  to  them  by  ances- 
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toTB  more  ciTilUad  tlun  thenuelrei.  If  in  ever;  itate  of  cultivation  ths 
copper-coloiiied  race  manifest  the  aaxae  infieaibilitjr,  the  ume  reiiatAiice  to 
deviAtion  Uota  b  primitive  tjrpe,  are  we  not  forced  to  admit  that  this  pro- 
perty belongs  in  great  measare  to  hereditaiy  organiiation,  to  that  whidk 
coDstitutet  the  race  1  1  dk  inteotioaally  the  phraae,  inj/reat  mtaturv,  not 
entirely  to  exclade  the  inflaence  of  civilisation.  Beudea,  with  copper- 
coloared  men,  as  with  the  whites,  Inxary  and  sffemiiucy,  by  weakening 
the  physical  conBtitntion,  had  heretofore  rendered  deformities  mora 
conunon  at  Corezco  and  Tenochtitlan." — Homboldt'a  PartmuANarmlwe, 
ToL  iii„  p.  230. 


No.  L. 

To  those  well  read  in  the  aad  records  of  Indian  hietoi;,  the  namei  of 
Powhattan,  Opechancauongh,  Mawasoit,  Alexander,  Philip,  Canonchet, 
hogfin,  PoQtiac,  and  the  never-to-be-forgotten  TecnmthS,  will  anggeat 
memories  fnlly  justifying  the  above  assertion.  The  name  of  Tecumthft 
signifies  "a  tiger  crouching  for  his  prey."  Ha  was  equally  great  in 
council  and  in  war,  noble  and  generous  in  spirit  as  commanding  in  intellect. 
He  hore  the  commimon  of  Chief  of  the  Indian  Forces  in  the  British  aimj 
during  the  late  war.  He  did  not,  however,  join  the  ranks  of  the  white 
men  nntil  the  ^ure  of  several  admirably  contrived  projects  convinced 
bis  Bonnd  and  enlightened  judgment  that  opposition  to  the  while  race  was 
Tain.  Pontiac  was  an  Ottawa  chieftain,  who  in  1763  succeeded  in  the 
nest-to-impossible  scheme  of  uniting  all  the  scattered  and  often  hostile 
Indian  tribes  scattered  throughoat  the  colonised  districts  of  North 
America  in  one  grand  confederacy  against  their  Enropean  invadera.  Their 
first  step  was  the  projected  extinction  of  all  the  white  man's  posts  along  a 
thousand  miles  of  frontier ;  and  he  actually  sncceeded  so  for  as  to  cut  off, 
almost  simultaneously,  nine  ont  of  twelve  of  these  military  establishments. 
The  surprise  of  Uachillimackinac,  one  of  those  stations,  is  thos  narrated  in 
a  public  document.  (It  was  a  period  of  profound  peace  between  the  Enro- 
peans  and  Indians) : — 

"  The  fort  was  then  upon  the  main  land,  near  the  northern  point  of  th« 
peninsula.  The  Ottawas,  to  whom  the  assault  was  committed,  prepared 
Air  a  great  game  of  ball,  to  which  the  officers  of  the  garrison  were  invited. 
While  engaged  in  play,  one  of  the  parties  gradually  inclined  towards  the 
fort,  and  the  other  pressed  after  them.  The  ball  was  once  or  twice  thrown 
over  the  pickets,  and  the  Indians  were  suflered  to  enter  and  procure  it. 
Nearly  all  the  garrison  were  present  as  spectators,  and  those  on  duty  wer* 
alike  unprepared  as  unsaspiciouB.  Boddeuly,  the  hall  was  again  throwD 
into  the  fort,  and  all  the  Indians  rushed  after  it.  The  rest  of  the  tale  is 
soon  told:  the  troops  were  butchered  and  the  fort  destroyed."     This  ex- 
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tensive  and  weU-laid  scheme  foiled,  from  Pontiac  himself  being  betrayed 
at  the  fort  of  Detroit  He  has  been  accused  of  great  craettj ;  bnt  in  con- 
tests waged  betveen  the  red  and  white  races  this  is  a  word  of  doabtfnl 
import     Hii  generosity  and  heroism  are  nndeniable. 

As  a  compliment,  Major  Rogers  had  sent  Pontiac  a  bottle  of  brandy. 
His  councillors  advised  him  not  to  take  it :  "  It  must  be  poiaoned,"  said 
they,  "and  sent  with  a  design  to  kill  himi"  bat  Pontiac  hraghsd  at  theii 
aoBpicions.  "  He  cannot,"  he  replied, — *'  he  cannot  take  my  life,  I  have 
saved  bis! " 


No.  LI. 

Bnt  a  Ux  truer  insist  into  the  religions  state  of  the  American  Indian 
will  be  obtained  by  observing  how  pecoliarly  and  emphatically  he  is,  in 
the  words  of  the  Apostle,  "a  law  nnto  himself."  1  mean,  how  distinctly 
he  evinces,  in  the  whole  moral  condnct  of  hia  life,  that  he  lives  under  a 
strong  and  awfal  sense  of  potdtive  obligation.  It  is  of  little  matter  with 
what  doctrines  that  sense  of  obligation  connects  itself.  It  often  appears 
to  connect  itself  with  none.  The  Indian  cannot  tell  why  a  bnrden  is  laid 
npon  bim  to  act  in  this  or  that  manner.  He  obeys  a  law  undefined,  un- 
written, but  myateiiously  binding  npon  his  spirit.  All  the  compulsive 
force,  which  what  we  call  the  law  of  honour,  had  upon  the  conscience  of 
a  man  of  the  world — I  had  almost  said  which  religions  sanctioni  have 
upon  the  man  of  principle — is  scarcely  to  he  paralleled  with  that  kind  of 
moral  necessity  which  seems  in  some  cases  to  actuate  his  proceedings.  If 
religion  be  what  its  name  implies,  id  qaod  rtHtgat,  that  which  binds  the 
will,  and  enforces  self-denial  and  self-devotion  (be  the  object  or  motive 
held  oat  what  it  may),  then  no  people  taken  in  the  mass  is  to  be  compared, 
in  this  respect,  to  the  savages  of  America.  "After  all,"  says  Mr.  Flint, 
"that  which  has  struck  ns,  in  ctmtemplating  the  Indians,  with  the  most 
astonistunent  and  admiration,  is  the  invisible  but  universal  energy  of  the 
operation  and  influence  of  an  inexplicable  law,  which  baa,  where  it 
operates,  a  more  certain  and  controlling  power  than  all  the  municipal  and 
written  laws  of  the  whites  united.  There  is  despotic  rule,  without  any 
hereditary  or  elected  chief.  There  are  chiefs  with  great  power,  who 
cannot  tell  when,  where,  or  how  they  became  anch.  There  ia  perfect 
unanimity  on  a  question  involving  the  existence  of  a  tribe,  when  every 
member  belonged  to  the  wild  and  fierce  democracy  of  nature,  and  could 
dissent  without  giving  a  reason.  A  case  occurs,  where  it  ia  prescribed  by 
custom  that  an  individual  should  be  punished  with  death.  Escaped  from 
the  control  of  his  tribe,  and  aa  free  as  Ibe  winds,  this  invisible  lie  is  about 
him,  and  he  returns  and  surrenders  himself  to  justice.  His  accounts  are 
not  settled,  and  he  is  in  debt.  He  requests  delay;  till  he  shall  have 
HH  2 
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fioiahed  hit  sammer'B  hunt.  He  finuhM  it,  psys  hia  debt,  ftnd  dies  with  a 
cooBtaacj  which  has  always  been,  in  all  views  of  the  Indian  eharaeter,  the 
theme  of  admintjon.* — FUnt'e  Qtcgrty^ of  tke Muiittippi  PbUscp.lSS. 

In  the  eiprenive  words  of  Penn,  "  What  good  might  not  a  good  peopla 
graft,  where  there  is  bo  distinct  a  knowledge  both  of  good  and  evil  I" — 
Report  on  Aborigina,  1837,  p.  116. 

Mr..  Merivala  adds,  "  I  wonld  not  insert  the  following  bigfa-coUnirBd 
expresaioD,  in  a  work  edited  bj  Washington  Tiring,  were  it  not  for  Iha 
remarkable  agreement  between  all  capable  observers  of  the  nneontaminated 
racoB  of  Indiana  upon  this  subject. — '  Simplj  to  call  these  people  religions 
— (some  tribes  of  the  Rockj  Monntaina) — nonld  convej  bat  a  faint  idea  of 
the  deep  hne  of  pietj  and  deTOtion  which  pervades  the  whole  of  their 
conduct.  They  are  more  like  a  nation  of  saints  than  a  horde  of  savages.' " 
— Adventure*  of  Captain  BonuoAUe. 


No.  Lll. 

Catlin  gives  the  same  accoant  of  the  appropriation  of  the  Manitoit  or 
gnardian  angel  as  Lafitan  and  Charlevoix.  He  aipplies  to  it  the  term  of 
Mysterj,  or  Medecine-bag,  and  thns  explains  the  derivation  of  the  modem 

"  The  term,  Medecine,  in  its  common  acceptation  among  the  Indians, meana 
mystery,  and  nothing  else.  The  origin  of  the  term  is,  that  in  the  French 
language  a  doctor  is  called  '  MSdtcia ; '  the  Indian  conntiy  is  full  of 
doctors,  and  aa  they  are  all  magiciaiiB  and  profess  to  be  skilled  in  many 
mysteries,  the  word  '  nWdwtn'  has  become  habitnaltj  applied  to  every- 
thing mysteriona  or  onaccooiitable,  and  the  English  and  American  have 
eauly  and  familiarly  adopted  the  same  word,  with  a  slight  alteration  con- 
veying the  same  meaning  ;  and,  to  be  a  little  more  explicit,  they  have  de- 
nominated these  personages  '  Medecine-men,'  which  means  something  more 
than  merely  a  doctor  or  physician.  The  Indians  do  not  qbb  the  word 
'  medecine,'  however,  bat  in  each  tribe  they  have  a  word  of  their  own  cmi- 
struction,  synonymous  with  mystery  or  mystery-man.  Their  niedidiie- 
bag  then  is  a  mystery-bag,  and  its  meaning  and  importance  Deceaaaiy  to  be 
understood,  as  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  key  to  Indian  life  and  charaet«T. 

"  Feasts  are  often  made,  and  dogs  and  horses  sacrificed,  to  a  man's 
'  medecine ; '  and  days,  and  even  weeks,  of  fasting  and  penance  of  various 
kinds  are  often  enffered  to  appease  his  medecine,  which  he  Eanciea  he  baa 
in  some  way  offended.  This  curions  custom  has  generally  been  done 
away  with  tdong  the  frontier,  where  whiU  men  laugh  at  the  Indian  for 
Uie  observance  of  so  ridicoloDS  and  nselen  a  form  ;  bnt  in  this  conntiy, 
(bevond  the  Bockv  Moontainst  it  is  still  in  foil  force,  and  every  nude  in 
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the  tribe  cairiea  this  his  rapenutaral  chann  or  goarduii,  to  which  he 
looki  for  the  pRseTration  of  hia  life  in  battle  or  in  other  d&nger.  .  .  . 
Doiiag  mj  travels  thai  for  I  have  been  nuable  to  bay  &  medecine-bag  of 
an  Indian,  though  I  have  offered  extravagant  pricea  for  them ;  uid  even 
on  the  frontier,  where  they  have  been  indaced  to  abandon  the  practice, 
though  a  white  maj  induce  an  Indian  to  rslinqniah  hia  inedeciDB,  yet  he 
cannot  bay  it  of  bim ;  the  Indian  in  anch  case  will  bury  it  to  plaaae  a 
white,  and  uve  it  &om  his  aacrilegioua  tonch,  and  be  will  linger  aronnd 
the  apot,  and  at  regular  times  visit  and  pay  it  his  devotiona  as  long  aa  be 
live*." — CatUn'a  North  Amarioati  Indian*,  vol.  i.,  p.  39. 


No.  LIII. 

Catlin  aaya, "  The  tribea,  ao  &r  as  I  have  visited  them,  all  distinctly 
believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Great  (oi  Good)  Spirit,  an  Evil  (or  Bad) 
Spirit,  and  also  in  a  fatnrs  existence  and  fntnre  acconntability,  according 
to  th«i  virtues  and  vices  in  this  world.  So  far  the  North  American 
Indiana  would  aeem  to  be  one  family,  and  such,  an  onbroken  theoiy  among 
them ;  yet  with  regaid  to  the  manner  and  form,  and  time  and  place  of 
that  accountability — to  the  constructions  of  virtues  and  vices— and  the 
modes  of  appeasing  and  propitiating  the  Good  and  Evil  Bpirita,  they  are 
fonnd  in  all  the  change  and  variety  which  fortniloas  circumstances,  and 

fictions  and  fables  have  wrooght  upon  them These  people, 

living  in  a  climate  where  they  aaffer  from  cold  in  the  aeverity  of  their 
winters,  have  very  naturally  reversed  our  idea*  of  heaven  and  hell.  The 
latter  they  describe  to  be  a  country  very  &r  to  the  north,  of  barren  and 
hideous  aspect,  and  covered  with  eternal  enow  and  ice.  The  torments  of 
this  freezing  place  they  describe  aa  moat  excruciating;  whilst  heaven  they 
suppose  to  be  in  a  warmer  and  delightful  latitude,  where  nothing  is  felt 
but  the  keenest  enjoyment,  and  where  the  country  abounds  in  buffaloes 
and  other  luxariea  of  life.  The  Great  or  Good  Spirit  they  believe  dwells 
in  the  former  place,  for  the  purpose  of  there  meeting  those  who  have 
offended  him,  increasing  the  agony  of  their  aufTeringa  by  being  himself 
present,  administering  the  penalties.  The  Bad  or  Evil  Spirit  they  suppose 
to  be  at  the  same  time  in  Paradise,  atill  tempting  the  happy ;  and  those 
who  have  gone  to  the  regions  of  pnnishment  they  believe  to  be  tortured 
for  a  time  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  their  tranagrenions,  and  that 
they  are  then  to  be  transferrred  to  the  land  of  the  happy,  where  they  are 
again  liable  to  the  temptation  of  the  Evil  Spirit,  and  answerable  sgain  at 
a  future  period  for  their  new  offences." — Catlin,  vol  i.,  p.  159. 

Dr.  Richardson  aaya,  "Whilst  at  Carlton  1  took  an  opportonity  of 
asking  a  cooimanicative  old  Indian  of  the  Blaekfoot  nation  bis  opinion  of 
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a  fntare  aUU ;  he  replied  that  they  had  heard  from  that  &(lieri,  Ifaat  tlw 
Mola  of  the  departed  have  to  ecramble  with  great  Uhonr  np  the  sidee  of  a 
steep  monntain,  apon  atlaimng  the  suiniiiit  of  which  they  are  rewarded 
with  the  proapeet  of  an  eztenuve  plain,  intenpened  here  aad  there  with 
new  tents,  pitched  in  agreeable  ritnations,  and  abonn^ng  in  all  aaita  of 
game.  Whilst  the;  are  absorbed  in  the  contemplatioa  of  this  deli^tfnl 
scene,  th^  are  descried  bj  the  inhabitants  of  the  happy  land,  who, 
clothed  in  new  skins,  approach  and  welcome,  with  eTeiy  demonstration  vt 
kindness,  those  Indians  who  have  led  good  lives ;  bnt  the  bad  Indiana, 
who  have  imbrued  their  hand*  in  the  blood  of  their  eonntrfnien,  an  told 
to  return  from  whence  they  came,  and,  withoat  more  ceremony,  pre- 
cipitated down  the  steep  sides  of  the  monntain." — Franklin's  Jbum^, 
p.  77. 

"  Cast  du  cot^  de  I'onest,  d'oit  les  sanvagea  prAendent  ttie  venos,  qn'U 
placent  le  pays  des  ancftrea,  on  das  ames.  Cest,  disent-ils,  nu  pays  tria 
dloign^,  et  oil  chacnn  est  contraint  de  se  rendre,  aprte  son  tripas,  par  on 
chemin  fort  long  et  fort  p^nible,  dans  leqoel  il  y  a  be&nconp  k  aoafirir,  k 
canse  des  rivieres  qn'U  fint  passer  snr  des  ponts  tremblants,  et  n  Anrits 
qn'il  fant  fitre  nne  ftme  pour  poovoir  s'y  sofltenir ;  encore  troirve^il  an 
bont  da  pont  nn  ehien,  qui  comma  nn  antre  cerbire  lenr  diapnte  !• 
passage,  et  en  foit  tomber  plnnenn  dans  les  earn,  dont  Is  rapidity  les 
roole  de  pr^piee  en  prMpice.  Celles  qui  >ont  asaei  heoreiiMi  poor 
fraachir  ce  pas,  tionvent  en  arrivant,  an  gnnd  et  bean  pays,  an  milieu 
dnqnel  est  nne  grsnde  Cabane,  dont  TharotMaouajprn,  lenr  Dieu,  oecnpe 
nne  partie,  et  Ataensic,  son  ayenle,  occcpe  I'atitre.  L'appartament  ie  oetta 
vielle  est  tapiss^  d'nne  quantity  infini  de  colliers  de  porcelaine,  de 
hracelets,  et  d'antrea  menbles,  dont  les  moits,  qui  aont  sons  as  d^pendanee, 
Ini  ont  fait  prAent  k  lear  arrive.  Ataauie  est  matlresse  de  la  Cabane, 
selon  le  s^le  des  sanVBgee,  elle  et  son  petit  fils  dominrait  snr  les  mines,  et 
font  connBt«T  leor  plaisir  i.  lee  baie  danser  devant  eoz.  II  y  a  nne  infinite 
de  versions  snr  le  pay*  des  ftmes,  mais  ce  qoi  je  viens  d'en  rapporter  en 
est  comme  le  fbnds,  oil  tont  le  rests  se  rtioit." — lAfitan,  tom  i.,  p.  408. 


No.  LIV. 

"  Un  officier  Fianfais,  qni  paile  la  langne  Horonne  comme  let  Hnrona 
tnSme,  et  qui  connoit  fort  bien  le  g&iie  des  sanvages,  m'  a  raoont^  no  bit, 
dont  ila^t^  let^moin  .  ,  .  QuelqaesBsDvages  intrign&,  an  sajetd'on  parti 
de  septgueiriers  de  lev  village,  et  dont  toat  le  monde  commenfoit  &  £tie 
en  peine,  priirent  one  vielle  lanvagesse  de  jon^farponr  ens.  Cette  femnw 
^it  en  grande  r^utation,  et  on  avoit  verifie  plusieurs  de  sea  prAlictioM, 
mais  on  avoit  beancoup  de  peine  « la  determiner  i  biro  ccs  sortM  d'opfta- 
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tiotu,  qntuqa'  on  1ft  pa;U  bien,  pareeqa'  elle  loaffiait  beauconp.  Comme  ell* 
AToit  de  ramiti^  pooi  inoi,  dit  c«t  officier,  je  me  mu  de  la  partie  avee  !«• 
■auTagw,  BJontaut  n^anmoios  tr£a  pen  de  toj  k  ces  toites  de  clioMi,  je  la 
pruu  tria  fortement,  et  je  Sb  taut,  qa'alle  a'y  i^solat.  Elle  commeDfa 
d'abord  par  pi^psrer  un  espace  de  terrain  qn'elle  nettoya  bien,  et  qa'elle 
couvrit  de  forioe.  Elle  diaposa  aui  cette  pondce  comme  mi  una  carte 
g^ographiqne,  quelqneB  paqaete  de  bachettei,  qui  repr^ntaient  diven 
Tillages  de  differeales  nationa,  obgervant  particnli^rement  tear  position,  et 
lea  rbumbs  de  vent  Elle  antra  ensnite  dans  de  grandea  convaledoiu, 
pendant  leHqaellei  noiu  vlmea  aeiuiblenieut  aept  bluettes  de  fen  sorlir  dec 
bnchettea  qui  Tepreaeotcient  notie  village  ;  tracer  nn  chemin  snr  cetu 
likiine  et  aller  d'an  village  k  rantie.  Apr^  d'etre  ^clips^  pendant  nn 
avei  long  tema,  dana  1*00  de  ces  villagea,  cea  blaettes  lepamrent  bd  nombre 
de  nenf,  tracer^t  nn  noovean  chemin  poor  la  letonr,  jaaq^'i  ce  qu'eufiu 
ellea  a'arritdrent  asaez  pr^  da  vUlsge,  on  paqnet  de  bacbeltea,  d'oA  lee 
aept  premi^is  ^toient  dVibord  aortiea.  Alois  la  sauvsgeue,  tonjonis  en 
fureni,  tionbla  tont  I'ordre  des  bnchettea,  fonla  am  pieda  tont  1e  terrain 
qn'elle  avoit  pr^par^,  et  ou  cette  seine  Tenoit  de  passer.  Elle  a'asdt 
ensnite  et  apria  a'Stie  donn^  le  tema  de  se  tranqnilliaei,  et  de  leprendis  sea 
eaprits,  elle  laeonta  tont  ce  qui  ^toit  axmh  anz  gueiriera,  la  route  qn'ila 
avoient  tenne,  lee  villagea  par  ou  ila  avoient  paaae,  le  nombie  dea  priaonniera 
qn'tla  avoient  fait ;  elle  nomma  I'endroit  oii  ila  Stoient  dans  ce  moment,  et 
aasora  qu'ila  airiTeroient  tioia  jonis  aprH  an  village,  ce  qni  fat  v^rifi^  par 
I'arriT^  dea  gnerrian,  qui  confinnirent  de  point  en  point  ce  qa'elle  avoit 
dit."— LafiUn,  torn,  i.,  p.  387. 

"Qaoiqn'  anjoard'boi  lea  Ab^naqnia  fasaent  toua  profeanon  da  Chiia- 
tianiame,  ila  ne  laisnnt  pas  encore  d'avoir  qnelqnefois  leconn  it  cet  art 
qu'ils  ont  re{&  de  lenra  pirea  (la  Pyiomantie,  on  Divination  par  le  fea).  Ila 
a'en  coufeasent  n^amnoins,  k  canse  de  Hiorrenr  qa'  on  Isor  en  a  inspir^ 
joaia  il  a'en  tnnive  qnelqnea  ons  qui  cheichent  k  le  juatifiei,  Une  sanv^easa 
diaoit  k  on  minionaire,  qni  ticboit  de  Ini  faiie  concevoir  ea  lanl«  :  '  Je  n'ai 
jamais  compiia  qn'il  n^  eilt  k  elle  ancnn  mal,  et  j'ai  peine  ik  j  en  voir 
encore :  &oute,  Dion  a  paitag^  difi^iemment  lea  bommea  ;  k  vona  aatres 
Francois,  il  a  donn^  I'^critnre,  par  laqnelle  Tons  apprenne^es  cboaes  qui  ae 
pBssent  loin  de  vena,  comme  li  elles  voua  £toient  pr^ntea  ;  poui  ce  qni 
eat  de  nooa,  il  nous  a  donn^  I'ait  de  coonottre  par  le  fen  lea  chosea 
abaentea  et  eloign^ ;  snppoae  done  que  le  fen  c'eat  ootre  livre,  notre 
^critnre  ;  tu  ne  verras  pas  qu'il  j  ait  de  diff^reace,  et  plus  de  mal  dana 
I'uD  que  dana  I'antre.  Ma  mire  m'aappriace  aecret  pendant  monenfance, 
comme  tea  parents  t'ont  a[^ris  it  lire  et  it  icrire;  je  m'en  suit  serri 
pladeuiB  foia  avec  saccis,  avant  d'Stre  Cbritienne,  je  I'ai  bit  quelquefois 
avec  le  rolme  aucc^  depuis  que  je  la  anis  ;  j'ai  ^te  teul^,  et  j'ai  succomb^ 
k  la  lentation,  mais  sana  croire  coDunettre  aucune  p^ch^,' " — Lafitau,  tom.  i,, 
p.  388. 

Some  of  tbe  Indiana  seem  to  bave  been  acquainted  with  the  mysteries 
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rf  Clair>iOjm»c«. — "  Ila  crojrait  qa'il  j  a  Atm  petmiDai  qne  let  Mprita 
bToriaeiit  d'avantage,  qui  soot  plus  ^lairte  que  le  eommon,  doDt  I'Ibs 
•^t,  noo  Holemeut  ee  qui  lea  ctmcenie  peiaonneUBiient,  maia  qui  TMeat 
jmques  dans  le  foods  de  I'ftine  de«  antns,  qui  percent  i  traTen  le  rml* 
qni  lea  convre,  et  j  apperfoit  lea  dadn  nabiteU  et  innea,  qn'elle  a, 
qaaique  cetle  ame  elle  mime  ne  lea  ait  paa  aper^us  ;  c'ett  oe  qni  leur  a  bit 
donneile  Qom  de  lalotkatta  par  let  Hnrwu,  c'eat  idira  Fbfwu,  parceqa^ 
Toyentlet  homtnea  dana  lenr  int^rieDr." — I^tan,  iota  i.,  p.  371. 

Charlerms  alao  relatea  inatances  of  the  ancceaaful  ezerdae  of  ma^aH 
arta.— Vol.  Ti.,  p.  92. 


No.  LV. 

"In  the  neigbboDrfaoodofCan^inawBga,  are  tlie  lai^  tfaeta  of  land  onM 
belonging  to  the  Johnaon  family,  wboae  poeseadona  were  all  confiacaled  at 
tlie  period  of  the  reTolntion,  in  conaeqaeuce  of  their  adherence  to  tha 
Bridah,  vbo  gave  them  eompenaation  bj  granta  of  land  in  Canada.  The 
fbnnder  of  thia  family  ia  aaid  to  have  acquired  thia  fine  tract  of  conntiy  by 
a  dexterona  piece  of  management.  He  tnded  extenaivelj  with  the  trib* 
of  Mohrwk  Indians.  Their  chiefs  were  in  the  hahit  of  applying  to  him 
frequently  for  tobacco  and  ram,  which  they  had,  thej  told  him,  dnwnt 
that  he  waa  to  give  them.  Johnaon  never  biled  to  enconiaga  their  atnmg 
faith  in  dreams, — humaoring  their  foible,  by  acceding  to  evety  reqoeat 
founded  on  them.  Tfaoa  viiita  and  dreama  became  &eqaent  on  the  put  of 
the  Indiana.  Johnaon  nsrer  aent  them  sway  empty-handed.  To  every 
reqneat  he  replied  '1  will  prove  that  yon  are  right,'  and  presented  them 
with  whatever  they  applied  for,  on  the  footing  that  they  had  dreamt  of  it. 
At  length  the  king  had  the  conadmce  to  dream  that,  if  he  were  invested 
with  Johnaon'a  military  dreaa  of  acariet  and  gold,  he  ahonld  be  sa  great  ■ 
man  a*  King  Oeoige— and  King  Oeorge  he  aoon,  in  so  far,  became,  for  no 
long  time  elapaed  before  Johnaon  had  him  apparelled  as  he  wished.  Bat 
Johnson's  tarn  to  dream  had  now  arrived  ;  for  he  had  all  the  while  attached 
the  aame  weight  to  dreams.  He  dreamed,  that  the  nation  had,  in  conae- 
qaence  of  his  kindnsaa  to  them,  and  in  retam  for  the  hospitality  he  had 
shown  them,  bestowed  on  him  part  of  their  terrifoiy,  which  he  had 
deecribed,  and  which  be  of  conrae  took  care  ahonld  be  anffidently  estn- 
nve  and  valaable  ;  in  fact  one  of  the  fineat  tracta  of  land  that  it  ia  poembU 
to  conceive.  '  Have  you  really  had  sach  a  dream  ) '  they  esclaimed, 
with  tenor  and  alarm  depicted  on  their  conntenancea.  Being  satisfied  on 
thia  point,  the  chief,  or  king,  convoked  hia  tribe,  who  deliberated,  and  thai 
a  the  dreamer  that  they  had  confirmed  the  dream.  '  Brother 
n,'  they  said, '  we  give  thee  that  tract  of  land  ;  bnt  never  dream 
any  more.'    The  head  of  thia  family  was  snbaeqaently  created  a  bsroaet, 
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for  hi*  gallantly  in  the  war,  when  the  French  made  an  incnnion  from 
Canada  in  176S." — Stoart's  Aturiea,  vol.  L,  p.  71 ;  see  ako  Mn,  Oranfta 
Lattn  of  an  Ameritan  Lady,  for  an  account  of  Sii  William  Jciuison'* 
interconrae  with  the  Indiani. 

lAfitan  Bad  Charlevoix  write  at  great  length  npon  Uie  Indian  hith  in 
dreama  ;  Lafitau  give*  the  following  cnrions  illiutntion  of  the  uctent  to 
whidi  thii  sopentition  la  earned; — "  Un  ancien  mitttioiinaire  m'aracont^ 
qn'nn  aanvage  ayant  t6y^  qne  le  bonhenr  de  la  vie  d^pendoit  de  eon  manage 
avec  nne  femme  qai  ^toit  dejii  nari^  k  I'nu  dea  plna  conud^rablea  dn 
village  oil  il  demenroit.  Le  man  et  la  femme  vivoient  dane  one  giande 
onion  et  a'entre-ainioient  beanconp.  La  a^p&istion  fat  rude  i  I'aii  et  i 
l^ntce,  cependant  ila  n'osoient  rafoser.  Ila  ae  a^pai^ieut  done,  lia  femme 
prit  nn  noovel  engagement,  et  le  mari  abandonn^,  par  complaiaance  et  ponr 
oter  tont  aonp^n  qn^  pene&t  encore  i,  aa  premieri  ^poiue,  ae  marie  avec 
use  antre.  II  reprit  la  premiere  eependatit,  aprSs  la  mort  de  celni  qni  lee 
avait  d^aonia,  laqoelle  airiva  pea  de  tempe  aprte." — Lafitau,  vol.  i.,  p.  3M. 


No.  LVI. 

''C'eloitnne  toi  g^&ale  ehei  eeitaiiia  penplea  barbarea  de  I^tiqnit^ 
(Aliaii (ie CM«,  lib.  iii. ;  BextEmp.ia  l^barm.;  Procop.i&£WJ«.lib.ii.i 
dt  Bella  Ootho  ;  Stcbnaa  deMauag.,  8erm.  188)  de  fikire  moorir  lenra 
viellsrds  avant  1^  de  soixante  oa  aoixante  et  dix  ana,  aoit  qn'ila  ne 
voalaaaent  point  parmia  enx  conaeryeT  de«  morte  pa^ea,  qni  conminaaaent 
le  pen  qai  lealoit  anx  antrea  poor  vivre :  aoit  quila  se  penaadoaaeiit  rendre 
aervice  i  ceax  qn'ils  Uatnent  ainii  p^rir,  en  leor  ^paignant  par  one  morte 
prompta  et  conrte,  la  triateaae  et  lea  ennnia  d'un  Age  avanc^,  dont  lea 
infirmity  peovent  Un  regard^  comme  one  tuort  continaelle.  Cela  a  il6, 
dit-on,  niw  loig^^ialepaimiqnelqaea  peoples  de  I'Am^riqQe,  etnnede  noa 
demiirei  relations  porte,qaU  y  a  one  nation  oii  il  s'est  paamlmepermisde 
laiaaerpaaaeTBnxfemmea  I'ligedetrenteansjceqaipaTOttn  Bans  dootebien 
rigonrenx  &  cellsa  qni  venlent  encore  6tre  jenne  danann  Bge  ploaavanc^. 

"  Lei  Algonqnina  at  lea  autre*  uationa  errantea  aont  plna  aajets  it  cette 
inhnmanit^  envera  lea  viellarda  qne  lea  antrea,  parceqx'  ^tant  preaqae 
tonjoara  en  voyage,  et  ploa  sonvent  r^iaita  k  la  faim,  I'incommodil^  dea 
viellarda  qn'il  Imi  porter  et  nonrrir,  devient  alora  ploa  aenaible.  Ces 
panvrea  malbenrenx  aont  aonvent  lea  premier*  it  dire  i,  celoi  qui  lea  porte, 
'  Hon  petit  fila,  je  le  donne  bien  de  la  peine,  je  ne  anis  plna  bon  ik  rien, 
eaaae-moi  la  t^te.*  On  ne  lea  ^conte  paa  toajoon  ;  maia  qaelqaefoia 
anaci  il  airive  qoe  le  jenoe  homme  epnis^  de  laiaitude  et  de  bkm,  r^pond 
froidement, '  To  aa  raison, mon  grand  p^.'  lld^argeeu  mfimetema  eon 
paqaet,  prend  aa  hacfaa,  et  caaae  la  Itte  an  bon  homme,  qui  aan*  donte  eat 
ftch^  intc'rienroment  d'Ctre  pria  an  moL"— Lafitan,  torn,  ii.,  p.  490, 
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In  1819,  Junw  write*  thai  of  th«  nine  ialiniiMHi  cnitom.  "  The  wont 
tnit  in  the  Indiui  charactei  u  tha  neglect  ehown  towarda  the  aged  end 
helplen,  vhich  is  earned  to  mch  a  degree  that,  when  on  «  march  or  a 
hnnting  eicnieien,  it  is  &  cooimon  prscUee  to  leaYe  behind  their  nearest 
relations  when  reduced  to  that  etate,  with  s  little  food  and  water,  aban- 
doning them  vrithoDt  eerenumj  to  their  fate.  When  thus  abandoned  hjr 
all  that  ie;  dear  to  them,  their  fertitnde  does  not  foruke  them,  and  the 
inflexible  paedTe  courage  of  the  Indian  nietaina  them  against  despondency- 
They  regard  themselves  as  entirelj  naeleK  j  end  as  the  cnstom  i^  the 
nation  has  long  led  them  to  anticipate  Uiii  mode  of  death,  thej  attempt 
not  to  remonstrate  against  the  measure,  which  is,  in  bet,  faeqaentlj  the 
nsnlt  of  their  earnest  solicitation." — James's  Espeditum  to  (Aj  Rod^ 
IfotMtavu,  TOl.  i.,  p.  837. 

"  This  enielty  to  living  relations  strongly  contrasts  with  the  ezti»- 
vagance  and  self-sacrifice  of  their  mooniing  for  the  dead.  The  Mune 
people  who  eqwse  a  living  parent  beeanse  they  cannot  can;  him,  are  oflen 
fonnd  to  convey  the  corpses  of  theii  departed  friends  to  '  the  festivals  of 
the  dead,'  dniing  many  days  of  wearisome  journeying." — F,  de  Biebenf, 
Relation  de  la  NouveUe  Pranee  ;  Charlevoix ;  Lafitan. 

Catlin,  one  of  the  most  partial  observers,  and  the  meet  nalons  defender 
of  the  Indian  character,  relates  the  following  scene,  of  which  he  was  an 
eye-witness  (in  1640) : — "  We  found  that  the  Poncahs  were  jun-fcing  np  all 
their  goods,  and  preparing  to  start  for  the  prairies  in  porsoit  of  bnStloea, 
to  dry  meat  for  their  winter's  supplies.  They  took  down  their  wigwams 
of  skins  to  carry  with  them,  and  all  were  flat  to  the  gronnd,and  eveiything 
packing  np  ready  for  the  start  Hy  attention  was  directed  by  Majm 
Sanford,  the  Indian  agent,  to  one  of  the  most  miserable  and  helpleaa- 
looking  objects  I  ever  had  seen  in  my  life — a  very  aged  and  emaciated 
man  of  the  tribe,  who,  he  told  me,  was  going  to  be  expimd.  The  tribe 
were  going  where  hnnger  and  dire  necessity  obliged  them  to  go,  and  this 
pitiable  object,  who  hod  once  been  a  chief,  and  a  man  of  distinction  in  bis 
tribe,  who  was  now  too  old  to  tiavel,  being  reduced  to  mere  skin  and  bouej 
was  to  be  left  to  starve,  or  meet  with  inch  death  as  mi^t  fall  to  hia  lot, 
and  his  bones  to  be  picked  by  the  wolves  1  I  lingered  around  this  pool 
old  forsaken  patriarch  for  honrs  before  we  started,  to  indnlge  the  lean  of 
sympathy  which  were  flowing  for  the  sake  of  this  poor  beni^ted  and 
decrepit  old  man,  whose  wom-ont  limbs  were  no  longer  able  to  siq>port 
him,  and  his  body  and  his  mind  doomed  to  linger  into  the  withering  agonj 
of  decay,  and  gradoal  solitary  death.  I  wept ;  and  it  waa  a  plessaie  to 
vreep  ;  for  the  painful  looks  and  the  dreary  prospects  of  this  old  veteran, 
tritoae  eyes  were  dimmed,  whose  venerable  locks  were  whitened  by  « 
hundred  years,  whose  limbe  were  almost  naked,  and  trembling  as  he  sat 
by  a  small  fire  which  his  friends  had  left  him,  vrith  a  few  sticks  of 
wood  within  his  reach,  and  a  bo&lo's  skin  stretched  npon  some  crotchea 
over  his  he«d.    Such  was  to  b«  his  Mily  dwelling,  and  rncb  the  chances 
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for  bis  life,  mth  only  &  few  lutlf-picked  bonea  that  were  laiii  within  his 
reftcb,  and  »  disk  of  water,  without  means  of  anj  kind  to  repleniih  them, 
01  more  hig  body  from  that  &tal  locality,  Hia  friends  aod  hia  children 
had  aU  left  him,  and  were  preparing  in  a  little  time  to  be  on  the  march. 
He  had  told  them  to  leave  him  j  '  he  was  old,'  he  aiud, '  and  too  feeble 
to  march."  '  Mj  children,'  said  he, '  our  nation  ia  poor,  and  it  ia  nacea- 
ni;  yon  Bhonld  all  go  to  the  conntiy  where  jon  can  get  meat.  My  ejea 
are  dimmed,  and  mj  strength  ia  no  more;  mj  day*  are  nearly  all 
numbered,  and  1  am  a  bnrthen  to  my  children  ;  I  cannot  go,  and  1  wish  to 
die.  Keep  yonr  hearta  stont,  and  think  not  of  me  ;  I  am  no  longer  good 
for  anything.*  In  thia  way  they  had  finished  the  cereroony  of  aeporii^ 
him,  aad  taken  their  final  leave  of  him.  I  advanced  to  the  old  man,  and 
waa  nndonbt«dly  the  laat  hsmaa  being  who  held  converse  with  him.  I 
nt  by  the  nde  of  him,  and  thongh  he  could  not  distinctly  lee  me,  he  ahook 
me  heartily  by  the  band,  and  amiled,  evidently  aware  that  I  was  a  white 
man,  and  that  I  aympatliiaed  with  hia  inevitable  misfortune.  When 
paaaing  by  the  dte  of  the  Poncah  village  a  few  months  after  this  in  my 
canoe,  I  went  ashore  with  my  men,  and  found  the  poles  and  the  buffalo 
akin,  standing  as  they  were  left  over  the  old  man's  head.  The  Grebraiids 
were  lying  nearly  as  I  bad  left  them ;  and  I  fannd  at  a  few  yards  distant 
the  skull  and  others  of  his  bones,  which  had  been  picked  and  cleaned  by 
the  wolves ;  which  is  probably  all  that  any  human  being  can  ever  know 
of  hia  final  and  melancholy  fate.  This  cruel  custom  of  exposing  their 
aged  people  belongs,  I  think,  to  all  the  tribes  who  roam  abont  the  prairies, 
making  severe  marches,  when  such  decrepit  persons  are  totally  unable  to 
go,  nnable  to  lide  or  to  walk,  when  they  have  no  means  of  canying 
them." — Catling  Awteriean  IndioM*,  vol.  i.,  p.  217. 


No.  LVII. 

"  The  child  in  its  earliest  in&ncy  has  its  back  lashed  to  a  straight  board, 
bung  batened  to  it  by  bandages,  which  pass  around  it  in  bont,  and  on  the 
back  of  the  board  they  are  tightened  to  the  necessary  d^tee  by  lacing 
strings,  which  hold  it  in  a  stiaight  and  healthy  position,  with  its  feet 
resting  on  a  broad  hoop,  which  passes  aronnd  the  foot  of  the  cradle,  and 
the  child's  poBition  (aa  it  rides  alnnt  on  its  mother's  back,  supported  by  a 
broad  strap  that  paaaas  across  her  forehead),  that  of  standing  erect,  which 
no  doubt  haa  a  tendency  to  produce  straight  Umbs,  sound  lungs,  and  long 
life.  The  bandages  that  pass  around  the  cradle,  holding  the  child  in,  are 
often  covered  with  a  beautiful  embroidery  of  porcupine  qnilla,  with 
ingenious  fignrei  of  hones,  men,  be  A  broad  hoop  of  elastic  wood  passes 
aronnd  io  front  of  the  child's  face  to  protect  it  in  case  of  a  fall,  from  the 
front  <rf  which  is  nspended  a  toy  of  eaqnisita  embroideiy  for  the  child  to 
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handle,  and  amuie  itaelf  with.  The  pspcxne  (ths  Iltdun  name  foi  th« 
eiadle)  aeema  a  cruel  mode  of  confining  the  child  ;  bat  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  it  ii  a  veiy  good  one  for  those  who  nee  it,  and  well  adapted  to  lh« 
OTComBtaiicei  nndei  which  thej  live;  in  «i|tpoTt  of  which  opinion,  I  offer 
the  nuivenalitf  of  the  enSUm,  which  baa  been  pnctiaed  foe  oenturies 
amongat  all  the  tribes  of  North  America,  aa  a  legitimate  and  a  vei;  itroog 
raaaou.  Along  the  fnmtien,  where  the  Indiam  have  been  ridiculed  for 
the  cnatom,  they  have  in  man;  iutancea  dqiarted  from  it ;  bat  eren  them 
thejt  will  genenlljr  be  aeen  lugging  thdr  child  aboat  in  thia  waj,  when 
thtr^  have  lUnndoned  almoat  every  other  native  cnatom,  and  are  too  poor 
to  cover  it  with  more  than  rags  and  atrings,  which  fasten  it  to  ita  cradle. 
The  infont  ia  carried  in  this  manner  nntil  it  ia  §ve,  sis,  or  Mven  months 
M.  .  .  .  If  the  in£utl  dies  during  the  time  allotted  for  it  to  be  carried 
in  this  cradle,  it  ia  buried,  and  the  diKomolate  mother  fills  the  cradle  with 
bladi  quills  and  feathers,  in  the  parts  which  the  child's  body  had  occnjned, 
and  in  thii  way  carries  it  aboot  with  her  wherever  uhe  goes,  for  a  year  tu 
more ;  and  she  often  lays  or  standa  it  against  the  side  of  the  wigwam, 
where  she  is  all  day  engaged  in  her  needle-work,  and  chatting  and  tallung 
to  it  aa  familiarly  and  affectionately  as  if  it  were  her  loved  infant,  instead 
of  its  shell  that  she  was  talking  to." — Catliu,  vol.  ii.,  p.  133. 


No.  LVIII. 
The  following  ia  I^tan'a  description  of  this  barbarous  operation  : — 
"  lis  cement  pont  cet  effet  la  pean  qci  coavre  Ia  cr&ne,  conpant  an-desEns 
dn  front  et  dee  oreiUes  jusqn^q  derri^  de  la  t£te.  Aprisravoirarrachee, 
ils  la  pr^parent,  at  la  ramolliasent  comme  ils  ont  eotltnme  de  fairs  a  celles 
des  b#tes  quHIs  ont  prises  i  la  chasse.  lis  ^lendent  ensoilA  cette  peau  but 
nn  cercle  afl  ils  rattachenl,  ils  la  pMguent  des  deux  col^  de  diversei 
coulenrs,  qnelquefoia  ils  tiacent  dit  c£t«  oppos^  aux  cheveni,  le  portrait 
de  celui  ii  qui  ils  I'ont  enlev^  et  la  suspendent  au  bont  d'nne  perche  et 
la  portent  ainsi  en  triomphe.  Ce  quil  y  a  de  surpienant,  c'eat  que  ton* 
ceox  h  qui  I'on  ^t  cette  cruelle  operation  de  leor  enlevei  la  chevelnre, 
n'en  meurent  point,  nou  plus  que  dn  conp  de  casse-tfte,  dont  on  a  crd  lea 
avoir  asaomin^  &  n'en  plus  revenir.  Plnsieurs  en  sent  r^chapp^  et  j'ai 
va  une  femme  daua  uotre  miasion,  k  qui  aprte  on  aemblable  accident,  lea 
Frau9ois  avoient  donn^  le  nam  de  la  T£te-pel^,  et  qui  se  portoit  fort  bien. 
Elle  ^toit  marine  h  nn  Francis  Iroqnois^,  dont  elle  avait  des  enfana." 
L«fiUu  does  not  omit  to  notice  the  striking  dmilarity  between  Indian  and 
Scythian  bari>arity  ;  he  cites  the  following  paauge  from  Herodolua  as  a 
support  and  illastralion  of  hia  own  peculiar  theoiy  : — "  Un  Scythe  boit  da 
sang  do  premier  priaonnier  qnll  fait,  et  il  pr^sente  an  roi  lea  tjtea  de  lout 
eenx  qn'il  a  tu^a  dana  le  combat ;  car  en  porUnt  Dtte  t^  il  a  part  an 
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bntier,  anqnel  il  n't  nnl  droit  turn  cetto  condition.  II  conpe  b  Ute  de 
cette  maDiSre.  11  la  ceme  antoar  lea  oieillea  et  ayant  ajpaie  le  test  d'avec 
le  rests,  il  en  Airache  la  peaa,  qu^l  a  soiii  de  runoUir  avec  ses  mains,  et 
d'appifiter  comme  nn  apprgte  nne  pean  de  bosnf.  11  eu  fait  ensoile  on 
omement,  et  I'attache  an  hamois  de  son  cheval  en  guise  de  trophie.  Pins 
on  particnlier  a  de  ces  sortei  de  d^poailles,  plus  il  est  coDsid^  et  estim&" 
— Lafitau,  torn.  iL,  25B ;  Herodotua,  lib.  iv.,  n.  64. 

"  The  scalping  is  an  operation  not  calcniated  of  itself  to  take  life,  aa  it 
onlj  removes  the  sldn,  withoat  injuring  the  bone  of  the  bead ;  and  neces- 
sarily to  be  a  geonine  scalp,  must  contain  and  show  the  crown  and  centre 
of  tba  head — that  part  of  (he  slcin  nbich  ties  directlj  over  what  the  phre- 
nologists call  'self-esteem,'  where  the  hair  divides  and  radiates  from  the 
centre ;  of  which  Uiey  all  profess  to  be  strict  judges,  and  able  to  decide 
whether  aa  effort  baa  beeik  made  to  produce  two  or  more  scalps  from  one 
bead.  Besides  taking  the  scalp,  the  victor  generally,  if  he  baa  time  to  do 
it  withont  endangering  his  own  scalp,  cnts  off  and  brings  home  the  rest  of 
the  hair,  which  his  knife  will  divide  into  a  great  many  small  looks,  and 
with  them  fringe  the  seams  of  his  shirt  and  Icings,  which  also  are  worn 
as  trophies  and  ornaments  to  the  dress,  and  these  are  fiwniliarly  called 
'  scalp-locks.'  ....  As  the  scalp  is  taken  in  evidence  of  a  death,  it  will 
easily  be  seen  that  an  Indian  has  no  bnwness  or  inclination  to  take  it  from 
the  bead  of  the  living,  which  1  venture  to  say  is  never  done  in  North 
America,  unless  it  be,  as  has  sometimes  happened,  when  a  man  falls  in  the 
heat  of  battle,  and  the  Indian  rushing  over  his  body,  snatches  off  tus 
scalp,  suppoaing  him  dead,  who  afterwards  rises  from  the  field  of  battle, 
and  easily  recovers  from  this  superficial  wound  of  the  knife,  wearing  a  bald 
spot  on  his  head  during  the  rem^der  of  his  life." — Catlin,  vol.  i.,  p.  238. 


No.  LIX. 

Charlevoix  gives  the  following  account  of  some  of  the  games  of  chance 
in  DBS  amongst  Ihe  Red  Indians  : — 

"  Le  Jen  de  Psilles. — Ces  paillea  sont  de  petits  joncs  de  la  grossenrdea 
tnyanx  de  froment  et  de  la  longnenr  de  denz  doigta.  On  en  prend  nn 
paqnet,  qni  est  ordinairement  de  deux  cent  nn,  et  toojonra  en  nombre 
impuT.  AprH  qn'on  les  a  bien  remufa,  en  faisant  milte  contortions,  et 
en  invoqnant  lea  g^es,  on  les  s^are  avec  nne  espice  d'  aliene,  on  on  os 
pointee,  en  paqnets  de  dix ;  chacnn  prend  le  den  k  I'  aventnre,  et  celai, 
it  qui  ^hoit  le  paqnet  de  onie,  gagne  nn  certain  nombre  de  points,  dont 
on  est  cimvenu  :  les  parties  sont  en  soixante  on  en  qnatre  vingt. ....  On 
m'a  dit  qn'il  y  avoit  antant  d'  addresse  que  de  baiarde  dans  ce  jen,  et 
que  les  sanvages  y  sont  extreroement  fripons,  comme  dans  tons  les  antrea ; 
qu'ils  s'  y  achament  sonveat  jnsqn'  b  y  passer  les  jonis  et  let  nnits. 
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"  Le  Jen  de  la  CroMe. — On  y  joae  svec  dim  bale  et  des  Mitoiu,  raeonrbM 
et  termini  p&r  une  e*p^  de  raqaette.  On  dreue  deus  potesnx  qni 
Berrent  dea  bomeg,  et  qni  sont  ^oign^t  I'lm  de  Taalie,  i.  proportion  dn 
nombre  dea  joueors.  Par  exemple  sllg  sont  qoatre'Tuigt,  Hy  a.  eotie  1m 
poteanx  one  demie  liene  de  diitance.  Lee  jonenis  sont  pBitag&  en 
dens  bande«,  qui  ont  cbocnne  lenr  poteaa,  et  il  a'sgit  de  faire  aller  la  bale 
joaqa'  k  celoi  de  la  partie  adverse,  aana  qa'elle  tombe  ft  teire,  et  una 
qo'elle  Boit  tonch^  avec  la  main ;  car  si  I'nn  on  Vantre  aniye  on  perd  la 
partie,  &  moina  qae  ceini  qni  a  &it  la  bnte  ne  la  r^pan,  en  fusant  aUer  la 
bale  d'un  seal  trait  an  bnt,  ce  qni  est  soavent  impovible.  Cee  aanragM 
■ont  si  adroit*  i.  prendre  la  bale  avec  lean  eroasei,  que  qnelqoefma  en 
partiea  dnrent  plnsieDn  joun  de  anite. 

"  Le  Jen  dn  Flat,  appell^  ansri  le  Jen  des  Oaselela— II  ne  se  jone  qn'entra 
denz  peraonnee.  Chacnn  a  ux  on  hnit  osseleta,  qne  je  pria  d'abord  ponr 
dea  nojanx  d'abricota ;  ela  en  ont  la  figure  et  eont  de  roeme  graodenr, 
maia  en  lea  regardant  de  prte  je  m'  aper9na  qa^  ^ient  ft  di  focea  in^alea, 
dont  lei  dens  piindpalee  aont  peintes,  Tone  en  noir,  I'antre  en  blanc 
tirant  anr  le  janne.  On  lea  foit  santer  en  I'air,  en  frappant  la  teire,  on  I» 
table,  aTec  nn  plat  rond  et  creui,  oA  ila  aont,  et  qu'ile  font  pirouetter 
auparevant.  Si  tooa  en  torabant  pr^Bentent  la  mSme  conleur,  celni  qui  a 
ymi  gagne  cinq  points,  la  partie  eat  en  qu&nnte,  et  on  d^fiilque  les  point* 
gagn^,  ft  meaure  que  radTersaire  en  gagne  de  ion  c6t«.  Cinq  osaeleti 
d'nne  mSme  conleur  ne  donnent  qn'  un  point  poor  la  premiire  foia,  maia  i 
la  aeconde  on  fait  lafle  de  tout.  En  maindre  nombre  on  ne  gagne  rien. 
Celni,  qui  gagne  la  partie,  continue  de  joner;  le  perdant  cMe  la  place  ft 
nn  antre,  qni  est  nomm^  par  les  marqnenra  de  aa  partie.  Car  on  ae 
partage  d'abord,  et  Bonvent  toot  le  village  a'intdrane  an  jen  r  qnelqnefbii 
mbne  nn  village  joue  contre  un  antre.  Chaqne  partie  choidt  son  mar- 
quanr,  mais  il  ae  retire  qoand  il  vent,  ce  qui  n'  arrive  qne  loisque  la  ehose 
tonme  mal  poni  les  aiena.  &.  chaqne  coup  que  Ton  jone,  aortont  m  c'e«t 
an  coup  d^cuif,  il  a'dive  de  granda  cris :  lea  jonenrs  paroissent  conune  dea 
&acin^,  et  lea  specfateon  ne  sont  pas  pina  tranquils."' — Charlevoix,  voL  t,, 
p.  386 ;  voL  vi.,  p.  26. 


No.  LX. 

"  The  action  in  which  Sir  Itichard  met  with  hia  death  ia  ao  extiaordinaiy, 
that  it  well  merita  recital  ;  ita  object  was  to  iQTpiise  the  Spaniah  Beet 
when  it  rendezvonsed  at  the  Azores,  on  ita  retnm  from  America.  For  this 
purpose  Lord  Thomas  Howard  sailed  from  England  with  aix  of  the  Queen's 
ships,  six  victuallers  and  some  pinnaces  ;  Sir  Richard  Oreoville  being 
vice-admiral  in  the  Revenge.  Having  set  out  in  the  spring,  1991,  thej 
waited  six  monlha  at  Florss,  in  expectation  of  their  priie.     Philip,  how- 
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ever,  obtaining  intolligenae  of  their  dsaign,  diBpatohed  Don  Alphonio 
Barcaa  with  fiftj-three  ships  of  war  to  act  as  convoy.  So  aecore  had  the 
English  become  by  protnwted  delay,  that  this  aimameut  wu  bearing 
down  opon  them  before  they  bad  the  least  sospicioii  of  its  approscb. 
Host  of  the  crews  were  on  shore,  prariding  watei,  balltwt,  and  othei  neeea- 
•oriea,  and  many  were  disabled  by  aickneaa.  To  hurry  on  board,  weigh 
anchor,  and  leave  the  place  with  the  utmost  speed,  was  their  only  safety  ; 
and  Qrenyille,  upon  whom  the  charge  of  the  details  at  this  preesing  crisis 
was  imposed,  was  tbe  last  upon  the  spot,  Baperintondiag  the  embarkation, 
and  receiving  his  men  on  board,  of  whom  ninety  were  on  the  sick  list,  and 
only  one  hundred  able  for  duty.  Thus  detained,  he  fonnd  it  impossible  to 
recover  the  wind,  and  there  was  no  alternative  but  either  to  cat  his  main- 
sail, tack  about,  and  fly  with  all  speed,  or  remun  and  fight  it  out  siogle- 
banded.  It  was  to  this  desperate  losolution  that  he  adhered.  '  From  tbe 
greatness  of  bb  spirit,'  says  fiateigh,  '  he  utterly  refnsed  to  torn  from  tbe 
enemy,  protesting  he  would  rather  die  than  be  guilty  of  such  dishonour  to 
himself,  his  conntiy,  and  her  Majesty's  ship.'  His  design  was  to  force 
the  squadron  of  Seville,  which  was  on  his  weatbei-bow,  to  give  way;  and 
such  was  the  impetoosity  of  hia  attack,  that  it  was  on  tbe  point  of  being 
snccessfoL  Divers  of  the  Spaniards  springing  their  loof,  as  the  Bailors  of 
thoee  limes  termed  it,  fell  under  bia  lee  ;  when  the  San  Philip,  a  galleon 
of  1500  tons,  gained  the  wind,  and  coming  down  on  the  Revenge,  becalmed 
her  sails  so  completely,  that  she  could  neither  make  way  nor  obey  the 
helm.  The  enemy  carried  three  tier  of  guns  on  each  side,  and  discharged 
eight  foreright  from  her  chase,  besides  those  of  her  stem  ports.  At  the 
moment  Sir  Richard  was  thus  entangled,  fonr  other  galleons  loofed  op  and 
boarded  him,  two  on  bia  larboard  and  two  on  hia  starboard.  The  close 
fight  began  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued,  with  some  slight 
intermission,  for  fifteen  hours,  daring  which  time,  Oresville,  unaupported, 
sustained  the  reiterated  attacks  of  fifteen  Spanish  ships,  the  rest  not  being 
able  to  engage  in  close  fire.  The  unwieldy  San  Philip,  having  received  a 
broadside  itom  the  lower  tier  of  tbe  Revenge,  shifted  with  all  speed,  and 
avoided  the  repetition  of  anch  a  salute  ;  but  still,  as  one  was  beaten  off, 
another  supplied  the  vacant  space.  Two  galleoDB  were  sunk,  and  two 
others  so  handled  as  to  He  complete  wrecks  opon  the  water  ;  yet  it  was 
evident  no  human  power  oonld  save  Sir  Richard's  vessel.  Although 
wounded  in  the  banning  of  the  action,  its  brave  commander  refased,  for 
eight  hours,  to  leave  the  upper  deck.  He  was  then  shot  throogh  tbe  body, 
and  as  his  wound  was  dressing  he  received  another  musket  ball,  and  saw 
the  surgeon  slain  at  hia  side.  Such  was  tbe  state  of  things  during  the 
night;  but  the  darkness  concealed  the  full  extent  of  the  calamity.  As 
the  day  broke,  a  melancholy  spectacle  presented  itself.  '  Now,'  says 
Raleigh, '  was  to  be  seen  nothing  but  the  naked  bull  of  a  ship,  and  that 
almost  a  skeleton,  having  received  eight  hundred  shot  of  great  artillery 
and  some  under  water :  her  deck  covered  with  the  limbs  and  carcases  of 
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ttatj  valiant  men,  the  rest  all  woonded,  itnd  painted  with  tbetr  own  blood ; 
her  inaits  beat  overboarcl ;  all  her  tackle  cot  arander ;  ber  upper  wo^ 
nised  and  level  with  the  water,  and  she  hereelf  incapable  of  leceiving  anjr 
direction  or  motion,  except  that  given  her  bj  the  heaving  billowi.'  At 
tbie  monient  Orenville  proposed  te  rink  the  vesMi,  and  tnut  to  the  mercy 
of  Ood,  rather  than  &1I  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,— a  reaolntion  in 
which  he  was  joined  by  the  master-gunner  and  a  part  of  the  erew  ;  bat 
the  rest  refused  to  consent,  and  compelled  their  captain  to  snnender. 
Faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  and  like  bis  ibip  ihattared  with  repeated 
wonnds,  this  brave  man  soon  after  expired,  with  these  remaikable  wofds  : 
'  Here  die  I,  Richard  Grenville,  with  a  jo^fnl  and  quiet  mind,  for  that  I 
have  ended  my  life  as  a  tme  soldier  ought  to  do,  fighting  for  bii  coontrjr, 
qaeen,  religion  and  honour.'  "—Report  of  the  TntA  cf  tha  Fi^t  abim  d« 
I^a  oftkt  Atora,  4to,  1691,  qnoted  in  Tjtler's  "  Life  of  Raleigh." 


No.  LXI. 

"  Pocahontas,  before  her  marriage,  was  inatmcted  in  the  principlea  ai 
the  Christian  religion,  which  she  cordiaily  embraced,  and  was  baptised  by 
the  name  of  Rebecca.  Soon  after,  she  set  sail  to  visit  England.  At  soon 
as  Smith  heard  of  her  arrival,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  qneen,  raconnting  all 
her  services  to  himself  and  to  the  nation,  assuring  her  Majesty  that  she 
had  a  great  spirit,  thongb  a  low  atatnre,  and  eameitly  soliciting  her 
Majesty^  kindness  and  couttety.  Mis.  Rolfa  was  accordingly  introduced, 
and  well  received  at  court.  At  first,  James  fancied  that  Solfe,  in  marry- 
ing her,  might  be  advancing  a  claim  to  the  crown  of  Virginia ;  however, 
by  great  pains,  this  idea  was  at  last  driven  oat  of  his  brains.  Mn.  Solfe 
was  for  some  time,  as  a  novelty,  the  favonrit«  object  in  the  circles  of 
fiisbion  and  nobility.  On  her  introdaction  into  these  she  deported  heraelf 
with  a  grace  and  propriety  which,  it  is  said,  many  ladies,  bred  with  every 
advantage  of  education  and  society,  could  not  equal.  PorchaB  meotioiw  . 
meeting  ber  at  the  table  of  his  patron.  Dr.  King,  bishop  of  London,  wher* 
she  was  entertained  '  with  festival  state  and  pomp,'  beyond  what,  at  his 
hospitable  board,  was  shown  to  other  ladies.  She  carried  herself  ai  th« 
daughter  of  a  king,  and  was  respected  as  snch.  She  was  accompanied  by 
Vitamokomakkin,  an  Indian  chief  and  priest,  who  had  married  one  of  her 
sisters,  and  had  been  sent  to  attend  her.  Parchas  saw  him  repeatedly 
'  sing  and  dance  his  diabolical  meamres.'  He  endeavoured  to  petsnade 
this  chief  to  follow  the  example  of  bis  sister-in-law,  and  embrace 
Christianity  ;  but  found  him  '  a  blasphemer  of  what  he  knew  not,  prefer- 
ring  his  Ood  to  oars.'  He  insisted  that  their  OiM  having  ton^t  than  to 
plant,  sow,  and  wear  a  cork  twisted  round  thmr  left  ear,  waa  entitled  to 
their  ondivided  homage.    Powhalan  had  iostmcted  him  to  farii^  badk 
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every  infbimatioii  reipecting  Eogland,  and  psrUciiluly  to  connt  tlie 
cembei  of  people,  fninuhing  him  for  that  purpose  with  a  bnndle  of  sticks, 
that  he  might  tn^a  a  notch  for  ever;  mao.  Vitamotomakkin,  the  moment 
he  landed  at  Pljmonth,  wai  appalled  at  the  magnitnde  of  the  task  before 
him ;  however,  he  continued  notching  most  indefatigablj  all  the  way  to 
London ;  bat  the  instant  Uiat  he  entered  Piccadilly,  be  threw  away  the 
sticks,  and  on  retaining,  desired  Powhatan  to  count  the  leaves  on  the 
trees,  and  the  sand  on  the  ■ea-Hhore.  He  aUo  told  Smith  that  he  had 
special  instrncUons  to  sea  the  English  god,  their  king,  their  queen,  and 
their  prince.  Smith  conld  do  nothing  for  him  as  to  the  first  partienlar ; 
bnt  he  was  taken  to  the  levee,  and  saw  the  other  three,  when  he  com- 
plained bitterly  that  none  of  them  had  made  him  any  present.  As  soon 
as  Smith  learned  that  Pocahontas  was  settled  in  a  hoose  at  Brentford, 
which  she  had  chosen  in  order  to  be  ont  of  the  smoke  of  Iiondon,  he 
hastened  to  wait  npon  her.  His  reception  was  very  painfal.  The  princess 
tnmed  from  bim,  hid  her  face,  and  for  two  hours  could  by  no  effort  be 
iodaced  to  ntter  a  word.  A  certain  degree  of  mystery  appears  to  hang  on 
the  origin  of  this  deadly  offence.  Her  actoal  reproaches,  when  she  found 
her  speech,  rested  on  having  heard  nothing  of  him  since  he  left  Virginia, 
and  on  having  been  assured  there  that  he  was  dead.  Prevost  baa  taken 
□poo  bim  to  say  that  the  breach  of  plighted  love  was  the  ground  of  this 
resentm^t,  and  that  it  was  only  on  believing  that  death  had  dissolved  the 
coimection  between  them  that  she  had  been  indnced  to  marry  another. 
I  cannot  in  any  of  the  original  writers  meet  with  the  least  trace  of  this 
alleged  vow,  and  shonld  be  sorry  to  find  in  Smith  the  false  lover  of  the 
fair  Pocahontas.  It  would  not  also  have  been  much  in  unison  with  her 
applanded  discretion  to  have  resented  a  wrong  of  this  uatnre  in  soch  a 
time  and  manner.  I  am  persuaded  that  this  love  was  a  creation  of  the 
romanUc  brain  of  Prevost,  and  that  the  real  gronnd  of  her  displeasure  was, 
that  dnring  the  two  years  when  she  was  so  shamefolly  kept  in  durance, 
she  had  heard  nothing  of  any  intercession  made  in  her  favour  by  one 
whom  she  had  laid  under  such  deep  obligation,  and  really  the  thing  seems 
to  require  some  e^lanation.  It  appears,  that  when  Smith  at  last  was 
able  to  draw  speech  from  the  indignant  fair  one,  he  succeeded  in  satisfy- 
ing her  that  there  had  been  no  such  neglect  as  she  apprehended  ;  and 
she  insisted  on  calling  him  by  the  name  of  bther. 

"  it  is  sud  that  Pocahontas  departed  from  London  with  the  most  iavonr- 
able  impresaions,  and  with  every  honour — her  husband  being  appointed 
Secretary  and  Recorder-General  of  Virginia.  But  Providence  had  not 
destined  that  she  should  ever  revisit  her  native  shore.  As  she  went  down 
to  embark  at  Qravesendshewasseized  with  illness,  and  died  in  a  few  days. 
Her  end  is  described  to  have  edified  extremely  all  the  spectators,  and  to  have 
been  foil  of  Christian  resignation  and  hope." — Murray's  At»«Hea.  See 
Smilh  in  Pinkerton,  vol.  niii.,  pp.  120—123 ;  Beverley  ;  Prevost,  Hut, 
Gett.  <Ut  Veyagat,  vol  liv.,  p.  471 ;  Parchaa,  vol.  iv.,  1774. 
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"  The  hutorianB  of  Virginia  hAve  left  qprna  records  iMpecttng  thia  onfinv 
tnnato  tam,  who  b&ve  not  even  left  behind  &  relic  of  their  name  or  iiati<Hi. 
A  mde  agricnltare,  devolved  loleljr  on  the  women  ;  hanting,  panned  with 
ftctivily  &Dd  skill,  bat  ratliet  aa  a  pastime  than  a  toil ;  stimg  attachment  of 
the  membeiB  of  the  little  commnnitiea  to  each  other,  but  deadly  enmity 
against  all  their  neighbonn,  and  this  manifesting  itself  in  fariooa  wan, — 
these  featnrei  belong  to  the  Virginiana  in  conunon  with  almost  eveiy  form 
ofsaTsgelife.  There  are  others  which  are  more  dis^cUve.  Although  a  rude 
independence  has  been  supposed  to  be,  and  in  many  cases  is,  the  peculiar 
boast  of  the  savage,  yet,  when  a  yoke  of  opinion  and  anthority  has  once 
been  established  over  bis  mind,  he  yields  a  sabmiasion  more  entire  and 
more  blind  than  is  rendered  to  the  moat  absolate  of  eastern  deapota.  Sncli 
a  sway  had  the  King  of  Virginia.  '  When  he  listeth,'  saya  Smith,  '  his 
wil)  is  a  law  and  mast  be  obeyed;  not  only  as  aking  bat  as  half  a  god  they 
esteem  him.  Wiiat  he  commondeth  they  dare  not  disobey  in  the  least 
thing.  It  is  strange  to  see  with  what  great  fear  and  adoration  all  thia 
people  do  adore  this  Powhatan ;  at  the  least  frown  of  hia  brow  tbor 
greatMt  apirita  will  tremble  with  faar,'  Powhatan  (father  of  the  oele- 
biated  Pocahontas,  see  Appendix,  No.  LXI)  had  under  him  a  nnmber  of 
ehieb,  who  ruled  as  snpreme  within  their  own  ciide ;  and  they  were  ao 
numeroos  and  covered  ao  lai^e  an  extent  of  territory,  that  Powhabn  is 
often  dignified  by  Earopeana  with  the  title  of  emperor. 

"Theprieata  and  conjuroia  formed  a  separate  order  and  enji^ed  thatbi^ 
inflneoce  which  marka  a  certain  advance  in  the  social  state.  They  paa~ 
sesaed  some  knowledge  of  nature  and  of  the  history  and  tnditiona  of  their 
country,  snpeiior,  at  least,  to  that  of  their  ruder  coimtiymeQ.  Their 
temples  were  namerooa,  formed  on  a  similar  plan  to  those  of  Florida,  and 
each  served  by  one  or  more  priest*. 

"  Beverley  was  the  man  who  made  the  most  close  inqniry  into  the  Viigiiiiui 
mythology.  He  did  not  meet  with  all  the  ancceaa  he  wished,  finding  them 
excessively  roysterioaa  on  the  subject.  Having  got  hold,  however,  of  an  intel- 
ligent Indian,  and  plied  him  heartily  with  strong  cider,  he  at  last  got  him 
to  open  his  heart  in  some  degree.  As  he  declared  his  bebef  in  a  wise, 
perfect,  and  supremely  beneficent  being,  who  dwelt  in  the  heavens, 
Beverley  aaked  him  how  then  he  could  confine  his  worship  to  the  devil, 
a  wicked,  ugty,  earthly  being  1  The  Indian  said,  that  they  were  secnre  as 
to  the  good  being,  who  would  shower  down  his  blessings  without  asking 
any  return ;  but  that  the  evil  spirit  was  perpetually  busy  and  meddlii^ 
and  would  spoil  all  if  court  were  not  paid  to  htm.  Beverley,  however, 
pressed  upon  him  how  he  could  think  that  an  insenuble  log,  ' »  helpleai 
thing,  eqaipt  with  a  burden  of  clouts,'  could  ever  be  a  proper  object  of 
wonbipl    The  visage  of  the  Indian  now  assumed  a  very  marked  and 
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emburaned  exprassioD.  After  a  long  panM,  h«  begsn  to  utter  in  broken 
wntences,  'It  u  the  priests;' — then  after  another  paose,  'It  ii  tha 
priest*;'  but  'a  qnalm  crossed  his  conscience,'  and  he  would  i&y  ao 

"  Beverlej  had  been  so  well  infoimed  npoD  this  last  point,  in  coneeqnence 
of  a  faTODiable  accident  of  which  he  bad  availed  himself.  White  the 
whole  town  were  assembled  to  deliberate  npon  some  great  stat«  afiair, 
he  was  nuiging  the  woods,  and  stambled  npon  their  great  temple.  He 
lesolved  not  to  lose  so  hTonrable  an  occasion.  After  remoying  aboot 
fbnrteeo  logs,  with  wbicb  Ibe  door  was  banicodoed,  he  entered  the  mansion, 
which  appeared  at  fint  to  consist  only  of  a  large,  emptj,  dark  apartment, 
with  a  fire-place  in  the  middle  and  set  round  with  posts,  crowned  with 
carved  or  painted  beadii.  On  closer  observation  he  at  length  discovered  a 
recess,  with  mats  hong  before  it,  and  involved  in  the  deepest  darkness. 
With  some  hesitation  be  ventured  into  this  wondrooa  sanctnaiy,  where  he 
found  the  materials,  which,  on  being  put  together,  made  np  Okee,  Kiwasee, 
or  Mioeeos,  the  mighty  Indian  idol.  The  main  body  consisted  of  a  lai^ 
plank,  to  whose  edges  were  nailed  half  hoops,  to  represent  the  breast  and 
belly.  Long  rolls  of  bine  and  red  cotton  cloth,  variously  twisted,  made 
arms  and  legs,  the  latter  of  which  were  reprsBented  in  a  bent  portion. 
Tbe  repniation  of  the  god  was  chiefly  supported  by  the  very  dim  religiooa 
light  nnder  which  he  was  viewed,  and  which  enabled  also  the  conjnrer  to 
get  bdiind  him,  and  move  his  person  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be 
favDmable  to  the  eitension  of  his  influence  ;  while  the  priest  in  front,  by 
the  most  avrfnl  menaces,  deterred  any  from  approaching  so  near  as  might 
lead  to  any  revelation  of  the  interior  mysteries. 

"  Smith  alleges  against  the  Virginians  that  they  made  a  yearly  sacriiice  of 
a  certain  number  of  children  ;  hot  it  appears  clear,  from  the  statementa  of 
Beverley,  that  he  misunderstood,  in  this  sense,  the  practice  of  hiuienawitiff, 
a  species  of  severe  probation  through  which  those  were  required  to  pass  who 
required  either  to  be  chieh  or  priests.  On  this  occasion,  after  varioos 
preparatory  ceremonies,  the  children  are  led  naked  through  two  lines  of 
men,  armed  with  bastinadoes,  which  reemployed  with  great  rigonr  against 
the  victims,  who,  after  running  through  this  gauntlet,  are  more  dead  than 
aliv^  and  are  covered  with  bonghs  and  leaves  of  trees.  If  any  expire 
tmder  this  trial  it  is  esteemed  that  the  Okee  has  fixed  bis  heart  npon  him, 
and  carried  him  off.  The  rest  are  conveyed  into  the  depths  of  a  wood, 
and  shut  np  into  a  cage  or  pen,  where  they  are  plied  with  intoxicating 
drags,  till  they  are  said  to  become  for  several  weeks  actually  deranged.  By 
thu  process  th«y  are  supposed  completely  to  lose  all  memory  of  what  they 
have  seen  and  known  in  their  former  life,  and  to  begin  a  new  and  brighter 
ma.  They  must  not,  on  their  retnm  home,  recognise  their  nearest  friends 
or  comrades,  the  most  common  objects,  dof  even  know  a  word  of  their  own 
language ;  all  must  be  learned  afresh.  If  any  indications  of  memory 
Mc^ie,  the  yonth  most  pass  again  through  the  dreadful  ordeal.  Above  all 
II  2 
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he  mutt  be  carefnl  not  to  hftve  letained  Uw  ili^tart  reeoUectioii  of  my 
propettf  he  maj  have  pouessed,  ud  which  the  aei^boan  nmuUj  con- 
aider  &  &TOiirable  opportunity  to  appropriate. 

"  Theee  Indiana  had  not  the  least  tincture  of  icienc^  nor,  of  conrae,  niod 
Mnj  fonn  of  writing.  Thej  nude,  however,  paintinga  of  animiU  and  other 
jiataml  objects,  by  the  fonn  and  natnial  position  of  which  infoimaticMi  was 
transmitted ;  bat  it  ia  to  be  regretted  that  Done  of  the  Virginian  fJHtinp 
have  been  preKTved  to  compare  with  thoee  of  the  Mexicana." — Mwnty'm 
Ameriea,  vol.  1.,  p.  23S.  See  Hutory  tif  Virginia,  by  K.  Beverlej,  a 
it  of  the  place.    Sro.    Loudon,  170S. 


Mo.  LXIII. 

The  following  ia  Hennepin's  accoant  of  the  vojage  of  the  fint  veMal,  bailt 
t^  Eoropeaiu  on  the  American  lakes : — 

"  It  DOW  became  necessarj  for  La  Salle,  in  fartherance  of  his  object  to 
conttmct  a  vessel  above  the  Falla  of  Niagara,  gnfficiently  large  to  traiupoit 
the  men  and  goods  necessaij  to  cany  on  a  profitable  trade  with  the  savages 
redding  on  the  Weatem  Lakes.  On  the  22nd  of  Jannaiy,  1679,  they  went 
■is  miles  above  the  hlls  to  the  month  of  a  small  creek,  and  there  built  a 
dock  coDvenient  for  the  constmction  of  their  vessel.* 

"  On  the  S6th  of  Jaonary,  the  keel  and  other  piecea  being  ready,  Ia  SaDe 
requested  Father  Hennepin  to  drive  the  fint  bolt,  hot  the  modesty  of  the 
good  other's  profeaaion  prevented. 

"  During  the  rigoroni  winter  La  Salle  determined  to  letoni  to  Fort 
Frontenac  ;  t  and  leaving  the  dock  in  charge  of  an  Italian  named  Chevaliei 
Tnti,  he  started,  accompanied  by  Father  Hennepin,  as  far  as  L*ke  Ontario; 
from  thence  be  tiaveiaed  the  dreaiy  forests  to  Frontenac  on  foot,  with  only 
two  companions  and  a  dog  which  drew  his  baggage  on  a  sled,  sobsisting  on 
nothing  bnt  parched  com,  and  even  that  failed  him  two  days'  joomey  fnm 
the  fort.  In  the  meantime  the  building  of  the  vessel  went  on  Dnder  the 
■nipicions  eyes  of  the  neighbouring  savages,  althongh  the  most  part  of  them 
had  gone  to  war  beyond  Lake  Erie.  One  of  them,  feigning  intoxication, 
attempted  Ute  life  of  the  blacksmith,  who  defended  himself  nccessfiilly 

■  Tbcn  an  b«  but  little  doobi  that  ths  plue  Atj  Hlected  for  bnildiog  tbdr  but 
WM  the  montb  of  the  C>rn|a  Creek,  ibant  «i  mllai  tbovs  tbc  bllt.  Gowniir  Cam 
wj*  "du  nmA  wu  Uunclwd  it  Erie)"  Scfawlcimft,  in  hii  Jonmal,  ■ST*,*'oMir 
Baflila : "  aod  Ihs  hiil«iin  Bmcron  li>catei  tke  liti  at  tfas  uonlh  of  Tsnamixla 
Cratk.  HeuDCpiD  nji,  the  mgolb  of  tba  onk  m  two  lognea  abeve  tbe  prnt 
Ulil  (be  Dunitb  of  th«  Toumndi  ii  mon  thu  twice  that  diitance,  ud  tba  Cajiqa 
ii  like  onlj  imam  that  uuwen  to  the  dsKription. 

i"  Now  Kingston,  Cukida. 
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with  &  led-hot  W  of  iron.  The  timely  wsnung  of  a  frisDdlj  tquaw 
averted  the  hnming  of  their  vessel  on  the  Btocks,  which  wu  degigned  bj 
the  lavsgeg.  The  workmen  ware  slmoat  disheartened  bj  freqnent  alarms 
and  woald  have  abandoned  the  work  had  they  not  been  cheered  by  the 
good  father,  who  represented  the  great  adyantage  their  persereiance  wonld 
afford,  and  how  mnch  their  mccess  woald  redound  to  the  glory  of  Ood. 
Th«a«  and  other  indncements  accelerated  the  work,  and  tha  vauel  was 
•oon  ready  to  be  lannched,  thongh  not  entirely  finished.  Chanting 
Te  Denm,  and  firing  three  gans,  they  committed  her  to  the  river  amid  cries 
of  joy,  and  swnng  their  hammocks  in  security  from  the  wild  beasts  and 
Mill  more  dreaded  Indians. 

"  When  the  Senecas  returned  from  their  expedition  they  were  greatly 
astonished  at  the  floating  fort,  '  which  stmck  terror  among  all  Uie  savages 
who  lived  on  the  great  lakes  and  river  within  ISOO  miles.'  Hennepin 
ascended  the  river  in  a  bark  canoe  with  one  of  his  companions  as  br  as 
Lake  Erie.  They  twice  pulled  the  canoe  np  the  rapids,  and  sonnded  the 
lake  for  the  purpose  of  ascert^ning  the  depth.  He  reported  that  with  a 
bvoDiable  north  or  north-west  wind  the  vessel  coold  ascend  to  the  lake, 
and  then  sail  without  difficnlty  over  its  whole  extent.  Soon  after  the 
vessel  was  lannched  in  the  carrent  of  Niagara,  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  lake.  Hennepin  left  it  for  Fort  Frontenac,  and  returning  with 
La  Salle  and  two  other  fathers,  Gabriel  and  Zenobe  Hambre,  anchored  in 
the  Niagara,  the  30th  of  Jnly,  1769.  On  the  4th  of  Angnst  they  reached 
the  dock  where  the  ship  was  bnilt,  which  he  calls  distant  eighteen  miles 
from  I^e  Ontario,  and  proceeded  from  thence  in  a  bark  canoe  to  their 
vessel,  which  they  foond  at  anchor  three  mites  from  the  '  beantifnl 
Lake  Erie.' 

"  The  vessel  was  of  sixty  tons  bnrthen,  completely  rigged,  and  found 
with  all  the  uecessariec,  aims,  provisions,  and  merchandise;  it  bad  seven 
■mall  pieces  of  cannon  on  board,  two  of  which  were  of  brass.  There  was 
a  griffin  Sying  at  (he  jib-boom,  and  an  eagle  above.  There  were  also  all 
the  nrdinaiy  ornaments  and  other  fixtures  which  nsnally  grace  a  ship 
of  war. 

"  They  endeavonred  many  times  to  ascend  the  cnrrent  of  the  Niagara 
into  lAke  Brie  wiUionl  inccess,  the  wind  not  being  strong  enongh.  Whilst 
they  were  thn*  dettuned  Ia  Salle  employed  a  few  of  his  men  in  clearing 
aome  land  on  the  Canadian  shore  opposite  the  vessel,  and  in  sowing  some 
vegetable  seeds  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  inhabit  the  place. 

"  At  length  tha  wind  being  favourable,  they  lightened  the  vessel  by 
■ending  most  of  the  crew  on  shore,  and  with  the  aid  of  their  sails  and  ten 
or  a  dozen  men  at  the  tow-lines,  ascended  the  current  into  Iiake  Erie. 
Thus,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1679,  the  first  vessel  set  sail  on  the  untried 
irat«n  of  Lake  Erie.  They  steered  southward,  after  having  chanted  their 
never-failing  Te  Denm,  and  discharged  their  artillery  in  the  presence  of  a 
vast  number  of  Seneca  warriors.  It  had  been  reported  to  oar  voyagers 
that  Lake  Erie  waa  full  of  breakers  and  sand-banks,  which  rendered  a  ufe 
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iiftTigation  imposdble ;  thej  therefore  kept  the  lead  grnng,  wondiiig  from 
time  to  time. 

"  After  uiling  withoat  difficulty,  through  Lake  Erie,  they  arrived  on  tba 
lltfa  of  Angort  at  the  moath  of  the  Detroit  river,  (ailing  np  whidi  they 
aniTed  at  Lake  St.  Clair,  lo  which  th«y  gave  the  name  it  bean.  ARcr 
being  detained  aeveral  daji  hj  contrsir  iriDds  at  the  bottom  oi  tba  St.  Clair 
river,  they  at  length  succeeded  in  entering  Lake  Huron  on  the  S3rd  at 
Angnst,  chanting  Te  Deom  throng  gratitude  for  a  safe  navigation  than 
far.  PaBaing  along  the  easteni  ahore  of  the  lake,  they  aailed  with  a  fredi 
and  bvoarable  wind  nntil  ereuing,  when  the  wind  anddenly  Tsered, 
driving  them  acrota  Saginaw  Bay  (Sacinaw).  The  atonn  raged  nntil  the 
24th,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  calm,  which  continned  until  next  day  nomi 
(86th},  when  they  pnmed  their  coone  nntil  midnight.  As  they  doubled 
a  point  which  advanced  into  the  lake,  they  were  snddenly  stmck  by  a 
farions  wind,  which  forced  them  to  mn  behind  the  c^w  for  safety.  On 
the  S6th  the  violence  of  the  storm  compelled  them  to  send  down  their  top- 
masts and  yards  and  to  stand  in,  for  they  conid  find  neither  anchorage  or 
shelter. 

."It  was  then  the  atont  heart  of  La  Salle  Jailed  him;  the  whole  crew  fell 
npon  their  kneee  to  saj  their  prayera  and  prepare  for  death,  except  the 
pilot,  whom  they  coald  not  compel  to  follow  their  example,  and  who,  en 
the  contrary,  '  did  nothing  all  that  time  bnt  cniae  and  swear  against 
M.  La  Salle,  who  had  bronght  bim  thither  to  make  him  perish  in  a  nasty 
lake,  and  lose  the  glory  he  had  acquired  by  hia  long  and  happy  navigatioa 
on  the  ocean.'  On  the  STth,  &voured  with  less  adverse  winds,  they  arrived 
dnring  the  night  at  Michillimackinack  and  anchored  in  the  bay,  where  they 
report  nx  fathoms  of  water  and  a  clay  bottom.  Thia  bay  is  protected  on 
the  south-west,  west,  and  north-west,  bnt  open  to  the  aonth.  The  savages 
were  stmck  dumb  with  astooisbment  at  the  sice  of  their  vessel  and  the 
noise  of  their  guns. 

"  Here  Qtey  regaled  (hemselTes  on  the  deliciona  tiunt,  which  thc^ 
described  aa  being  from  COlbe.  to  GOlba.  in  weight,  and  as  affording  the 
savages  their  principal  subsistence.  On  the  Snd  of  September  they  left 
Mackinack,  entered  Lake  Michigan  (lllinaia), and  sailed  forty  le^nea  to  an 
island  at  the  month  of  the  bay  of  Poara  (Oreen  Bay).  From  this  placa 
La  Salle  determined  to  send  back  the  ship  laden  with  fois  to  Niagan. 
The  pilot  and  five  men  embarked  in  her,  and  on  the  10th  she  fired  a  gnn 
and  set  sail  on  her  retnm  with  a  &roarable  wind.  Nothing  more  waa 
heard  from  her,  and  she  ondonbtedly  fonndered  in  Lake  Huron,  with  all  on 
board.     Har  cargo  was  rich,  and  valued  at  60,000  livrea, 

"  Thos  ended  the  first  voyage  of  the  fint  ship  that  sailed  over  the  Western 
Lake*.  What  a  contrast  is  presented  between  the  silent  waves  and  nnbrokm 
forests  which  witnsned  the  coane  of  that  advenlnrous  bark,  and  the  bosy 
ham  of  commerce  which  now  rises  from  the  fertile  bottoms,  and  the  tbon- 
•aud  ships  and  smoking  palaces  which  now  fnnow  the  sni&ce  of  thooe 
inland  seat  1" — Amtriean  Touritt. 
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MaiTiA  OF  Canada  bkfoiie  the  CoM)IIi8T  tti  1760. 

"All  the  ishabitantB  of  the  colony,  hj  Tirtne  of  the  I«w  of  Fiefa, 
(exMpt  snch  gentiemen  and  other  persona  who,  hy  their  emplojmenta, 
had  the  privilege  of  Doble*,)  vers  militia  men,  and  enrolled  in  the  Mveral 
companieg  of  militia  of  the  province.  The  captaios  of  mihtia  were  the 
most  respectable  pertooH  in  the  conntiy  pariaheH,  and  were  entitled  to  the 
fint  seat  in  the  charcheE  ;  they  also  received  the  same  distinctionH  &■  the 
magistrates  in  the  towns ;  they  were  held  in  great  respect,  and  goveni' 
ment  exacted  from  the  inhabitants  obedience  to  the  orden  thej  signified 
to  them  on  the  part  of  goTemment.  If  any  of  the  inhabitants  did  not 
obey  orders,  the  captains  were  anthorised  to  condact  them  to  the  city,  and 
on  complaint,  they  were  pnnished  according  to  the  nature  of  the  delin- 
quency. When  the  goTemment  wanted  the  services  of  the  militia  as 
aoldien,  the  colonels  of  militia,  or  the  town-mAJors,  in  consequence  of  a 
requisition  from  the  gOTemor-geaeial,  sent  orders  to  the  several  caplaiaa 
of  militia  in  the  conntry  parishes  to  famish  a  certain  number  of  militia 
men,  chosen  by  those  officers  who  ordered  the  draughts,  into  town  under  an 
escort  commanded  by  an  officer  of  mihtia  who  conducted  them  to  the  town- 
major,  who  furnished  each  militia  man  with  a  gun,  a  capot,  or  Canadian 
cloak,  a  cotton  shiit,  a  cap,  a  pair  of  leggings,  a  pair  of  Indian  shoes,  and 
a  blanket.  After  which  they  were  marched  to  the  garrison  to  vrhieh  they 
were  destined.  The  militia  were  generally  reviewed  once  or  twice  a  year 
to  inspect  their  arms.  The  militia  of  the  city  of  Quebec  were  frequently 
exercised,  and  the  company  of  arUllery  erery  Sunday  were  exercised  at 
the  great  gun  practice,  under  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  artillery 
sergeant-major  of  the  king's  troops.  To  excite  the  emulation  of  the  militia 
men,  a  premium  was  given  to  such  as  excelled.  The  captains  in  the 
country  were  obliged  to  execute  all  orders  addressed  to  them  by  the 
governor-general,  and  also  all  processes  from  the  intendant  respecting  the 
police,  and  also  with  regard  to  suits  touching  fiefs.  They  were  also  obliged 
to  execute  all  orders  respecting  the  roads  from  the  grand-voyer.  It  was 
CQstomaiy  for  the  governor-general  to  deliver  to  (he  several  captains  of 
militia  every  year,  by  way  of  gratification,  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball.'' 
-^QeDOial  Murray's  Report. 
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No.  LXV, 

"  When  the  French  he^a  their  aettlementi  in  Canada,  the  coontir 
exhibited  one  vut  and  anboanded  foreit,  and  propertj  vaa  granted  in 
extennve  lot*,  called  ieiffitturi«*,  ttretcbing  along  eilhn  coast  of  th* 
SL  Lawrence  for  a  distance  of  ninety  miles  below  Quebec,  and  thirty 
milei  above  Montreal,  comprehending  a  space  of  three  handled  inilei  in 

"  The  tetgneuriet  each  contun  from  100  to  500  aqoare  mile*,  and  an 
parcelled  oat  into  imall  tracts  on  a  freehold  lease  to  the  iohabitanta,  h 
the  petaona  to  whom  they  were  gnuted  had  not  the  meant  of  enltivating 
tbem.  These  consUted  of  officen  of  the  army,  of  gentlemen,  and  of  com- 
mnnities,  who  were  not  in  a  state  to  employ  labonrers  and  workmen. 
The  portion  to  each  inhabitant  was  of  three  acres  in  breadth,  and  from 
seventy  to  eighty  in  depth,  commeDciug  on  the  baolu  of  the  river,  and 
running  back  into  the  woods,  thos  forming  an  entire  and  regular  lot  of 

"  To  the  proprietors  of  ieignevrUt  some  powers,  as  well  as  conuderaUa 
profits,  are  attached.  They  are  by  their  grants  authorised  to  hold  coarta 
and  sit  as  judges  in  what  is  termed  haute  and  batujtutiet,  which  inclodes 
all  crimes  committed  within  their  jnrisdiction,  treasons  and  murders 
excepted.  Few,  however,  exercised  this  privilege  except  the  ecclesiastical 
teignenrs  of  Montreal,  whose  right  of  jurisdiction  the  King  of  France  pur- 
chased from  them,  giving  them  in  return  his  droit  de  eiatiffe.  Some  of  the 
seignears  have  a  right  of  villain  service  from  their  tenants. 

"  Ateveiy  transfer,  or  mntation  of  proprietor,  the  newporchaser  is  boand 
to  pay  a  sum  equal  lo  a  fifth  part  of  the  purchase-money  to  the  seigneur, 
or  to  the  king  ;  but  if  this  fine  be  pud  immediately  only  one-third  of  the 
fifth  is  demanded.  This  constituted  a  principal  part  of  the  king's  revenues 
in  the  province.  When  an  estate  falls  by  inheritance  to  a  new  posseeaot 
lie  is  by  law  exempted  ftota  the  fine. 

"  The  income  of  a  seigneur  is  derived  from  the  yearly  rent  of  his  lands, 
from  htt  et  ventg,  or  a  fine  on  the  disposal  of  property  held  under  him, 
and  from  grist-mills,  to  whose  profits  he  has  an  exclusive  right.  The  rent 
paid  by  each  tenant  is  considerable  ;  but  they  who  have  many  inhabitanta 
on  their  estates  enjoy  a  tolerably  handsome  lev^ine,  each  person  paying 
in  money,  giain  or  other  produce,  from  five  to  twelve  livreajMr  imaim. 
In  the  event  of  a  sale  of  any  of  the  lots  of  hii  M^ncwru,  a  proprietor  may 
claim  a  preference  of  re-puicbssing  it,  which  is  seldom  ezeidsed  but  with 
a  view  to  prevent  frands  in  the  disposal  of  the  property.  He  may  also, 
whenever  he  finda  it  necessary,  cut  down  timber  for  the  puipoee  of  build- 
ing mills  and  making  roads  ;  tithes  of  all  the  fisheries  on  his  domun  lik»> 
wise  belong  to  him. 

"  Potseesed  of  these  advantages,  seignenn  might  in  time  attain  to  a  state 
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of  comparative  affluence  were  their  aetatea  allowed  to  remain  entire.  Bnt 
by  the  practice  of  divirions  among  the  different  children  of  a  familj,  they 
become,  in  a  few  generatiooB,  redaced.  The  most  ample  Bhore,  which 
retaina  the  name  of  teignevrie,  ie  the  portion  of  the  eldest  ion ;  the  other 
{nrtitiouB  are  denominated /iw/i.  These  are,  in  the  next  generation,  again 
sabdivided,  and  thus,  in  the  conrse  of  a  few  deicents,  a  seigneur  is  poa- 
Besud  of  little  more  than  his  title.  This  is  the  conditioii  of  most  of  those 
estates  tliat  have  passed  to  the  third  or  fourth  generation. 

"  The  inhabitants  in  like  manner  make  divisions  of  their  small  tracts  of 
land,  and  a  house  will  sometimes  l>elang  to  severat  proprietors.  It  is  from 
these  canses  that  they  arein  a  great  measure  retained  in  a  state  of  poverty, 
that  a  barrier  to  indnstiy  and  emulation  is  interposed,  and  that  a  spirit  of 
litigation  is  excited. 

"  There  are  in  Canada  upwards  of  100  tei^natria,  of  which  that  at  Mon- 
treal, belonging  to  the  seminary  of  8t  Snlpiciua,  is  the  richest  and  most 
productive.  The  next  m  valne  and  profit  is  the  territory  of  the  Jeraita. 
The  members  of  that  society  who  resided  at  Quebec  were,  like  the  priest 
of  Montreal,  only  agents  for  the  head  of  their  community.  But  since  thff 
expulsion  of  their  order  from  France,  and  the  seizure  by  the  Catholic 
sovereiguB  of  Europe  of  all  the  lauds  of  that  society  within  tbeir  dominions, 
the  Jesuits  in  Canada  held  tbeir  seigneune  in  their  own  ri^t. 

"  Some  of  the  domiciliated  savages  held  also  in  the  province  land  in  th» 
rigbt  of  leignenrs. 

"  Upon  a  representation  of  the  nairow  circumstances  to  which  many  of 
the  noi&sn  and  gentlemen  of  the  colony  were  reduced,  not  only  by  the 
canses  already  assigned,  but  by  others  equally  powerful,  Louis  XIV.  vas 
induced  to  permit  persona  of  that  description  to  carry  on  commerce  by 
sea  or  land  withont  being  snbjected  to  any  inquiry  on  this  acconnt,  or  to 
an  imputation  of  their  having  derogated  from  tbeir  rank  in  society. 

"  To  no  teignairie  is  the  right  of  patronage  to  the  chnrch  attached ;  it 
was  npon  the  advancement  of  the  pretensions  of  some  seigneurs,  founded 
on  their  having  bnilt  parochial  churches,  that  the  king  in  IBM  pronounced 
in  council  that  this  right  should  belong  to  the  bishop,  he  being  the  most 
capable  of  judging  concerning  the  qualificationB  of  persons  who  were  to 
serve,  and  the  incomes  of  the  cnracies  also  being  paid  from  the  tithes, 
which  belonged  to  him  alone.  The  right  of  patronage  was  at  the  same 
time  declared  not  to  be  lepnted  as  honour." — Heriot's  Canada,  p.  98. 
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"  Looit  Jowpli,  H»iqiiu  de  Hontcalm  de  St.  Vrna,  li 
naqnit  m  duUeaa  de  Candiac,  prfa  ile  Nlmea,  tn  1713.  Sa  C 
vrigiiuiiB  da  Boaenine,  joint  ottiiiMirament  i  mm  noiii  celai  de  Goob.* 
L'^DcatioD  da  Matqau  de  St.  V^tmi  fat  eonfi^  aind  que  cells  d«  ma 
bin  alD^,  enfant  cde1>Te,t  am  aoint  de  Damaa,  linveDtear  dn  bonaa 
typogtapbiqne.  Qaoiqa'il  fat  aoiti  i  I'i^  de  qoatoixe  ana  d«B  maim  de 
oet  habile  imtitateor,  poor  eotrer  dam  la  camin  militaire,  il  aTcat  a 
bien  profit^  de  aee  lefoiw  qnll  conserva  le  gout  de  TAads  joaqne  d*at 
le  tnmolte  des  camps ;  et  I'^tendne  de  tea  connai^aiicea  jnatifia  ton 
ambition  et  ran  esp^ranee  d'etre  admiE  i  I'Acad^mie  Ro]nle  Ae»  inaoip- 
tiona  et  belle-lettree  de  Pari*.  II  ne  v^t  paa  aaaei  poor  jooir  de  txiu 
honnaoT. 

"  Sa  Tie  militaire  a  jett£  on  grand  ^dat.  II  k  diatingna  dte  lea  pce- 
mien  pa*  dons  la  carri^re,  lefnt  trois  bleworea  i  la  bataille  de  PIai«anc^ 
«t  deox  an  foneate  combat  d'ExiUes  (oa  de  rABaiette).^    It  Aoit  alon 

"  **  Ia  hmHk  de  HoDtcmlm  jcioE  ordiQtirement  k  ton  DOid  calui  dv  Qhvm,  nai 
kquel  ells  ■'iUmtn  u  qnaLonibse  ilidc  ;  le  gnud-^nuln  dc  I'ordn  dc  St.  Jaa^ 
Jjunalcni,  qni  obtint  ectte  dignity  pour  ■loir  d^Tr£  I'ile  d«  Rhode*  d'uD  dnfoa  ^m 
la  nngeoit.  La  gnmd*  boil  do  !&  lerre  de  GoidD,  nE^u  Hywj  gilfrMmnt,  portcat 
•Dcon  1b  Dinn  de  DngDaoieta,  d*ipri«  l>  tndilian  que  c'ot  U  qae  la  cbcTaliet  Din 
Donne  uer^it  m  chicni  k  U  pounuite  d'un  dragon  irtiGciel  vnal  d'  ■tCaqntt  nloi 
que  dteloit  I'ile  de  Omoiu  L*  mtaia  tnidilian  dc  U  bmillc  Hontalm  ■  codkitj  b 
nam  dn  fidele  domatique  qai  tccompagni  a  hirot ;  il  m  □omm>  RoniUn.  Un  (n« 
•or  ton  tombein  cells  coorte  inicriplion,  *  Dnconii  Ettinctor.'  Plaiiiinn  critiqua  <■( 
chtrrb^  ■  Jeter  da  donta  lur  le  combat  de  Gouin.  Ob  peut  rotr  dim  le  DictioBBiire 
de  dunfepi^,  let  nuonaqo'on  leur  oppoK,  tir^n  de  reiiitenn:  de  KipcDt*  moHlreni, 
proDT^  par  I'kccard  de<  hiitorieui  tncieni,  et  par  lea  i^Ia  det  laragean,  tsaune  fu 
le  tfioaignage  de*  manumenti  coDtemponini,  dn  Chroniqnei  de  I'oidn  do  Hallri 
et  enfind'ane  lajdMerieiDr  lti{ne11eMt  rqirtMnt^  le  mimonbla  combat  de  Gomb.' — 
BicffrajAK  UniventUt,  art.  Ooun. 

t  ■*  Le  fiire  ain^  de  Honkalm,  Jean  Louit  PierM  Eliabctb  de  Hantcalm  de 
Cuidue,  et«t  un  enbnt  ciUbia,  qui  atlin  rattention  et  lei  hommagei  da  Bnati 
■  Nimee,  k  Hon^llier,  1  Orenoble,!  Lfona,  k  Parii.  Sa  vie  n'aut  que  acpt  ana  de 
dar^  et  cependut  outre  «a  langne  matenieUe  qu41  ootmouiait  par  priadpca,  il  afoit 
detnotioniaaaeianiicfcide  t*tin,deGrec,et  d'H^breQ.il  poai^ait  toule  t'atitbD^- 
tiqne,  HToit  la  bble,  le  blaaitn,  la  g^igT^bie  et  pliuienn  partial  importanleg  de 
I'biiloire  eactde  et  profima,  anciaona  et  modeme.  II  Aoit  I'^en  de  Damaa  aoai 
bieo  qne  eon  frSre ;  ea  mort  ful  canife  par  une  hjdropieia  de  oerrean." — BiogrvpUt 
UniveiieUe,  trt.  Candiac 

t  "  Le  Comie  de  Balleiile  avoit  la  pnimeiia  dn  biton  de  Marfebai  de  PnuKi 
a'Q  tAmiMUt  de  p^ndtrer  dani  le  fcanr  dn  Pi^mgnl  aiec  I'annfe  du  Daophin*.  Le 
19  inillet,  17*fi,  i  1*  pointe  du  jour,  il  commenfa  Tatlaque  mfmonbla  et  aaogUele, 
oA  tone  lea  prodigea  de  la  nlanr  FraD;ii>e  fi2i«nt  Tiiiu.     Quatona  bataillou 
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colonel  d^nbuterie.  Devmne  brigadier  il  pans  dam  la  cavalerie  et  fot 
bit  mestie-de-camp  d'au  r^ment  de  «on  num.  Mar^chal-de-camp  en 
1756  11  alia  commander  en  chef  lea  tronpea  charge  de  la  d^eiue  des 
colonies  Fiaa^aisei  dan*  TAm^iqne  SeptentrioluJe." — Biogn^it  I7tu- 
vertelU,  art.  Montcalm. 

The  French  troops  that  served  in  Canada,  being  desiroos  of  erecting  « 
moDonient  in  hononr  of  Mpntcalm,  their  general,  who  fall  in  the  action  at 
Qaebee,  when  we  alw  lost  the  brave  Wolfe,  a  French  colonel  wrote  to  the 
Academf  of  Bellei  Lettres  for  an  epitiqih  to  be  placed  over  Hontcalm'a 
tomb,  in  a  chnrch  in  that  citj ;  which  occaaioned  the  followipg  letter  from 
H.  de  Boagainrille,  member  of  the  academy,  to  Mr.  Pitt : — 

"  Sir, — Tbe  honoon  paid,  onder  yonr  miniatrf,  to  Mr.  Wolfe,  assure  me 
that  joa  will  not  disapprove  of  the  gratefnl  endeavours  of  the  French 
troops  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  Marqaia  de  Montcalm.  The  body 
of  (heir  general,  who  wm  honoured  by  the  regnt  of  your  nation,  is  inl«iTed 
in  Qnebec.  I  have  the  honour  to  send  yon  an  epitt^h  made  for  him  by 
the  Academy  of  Inscriptions.  I  beg  the  &voiir  of  yon,  sir,  that  yon  will 
be  pleased  to  examine  it,  and,  if  not  improper,  obtain  leave  for  me  to  send 
it  to  Quebec,  engraved  on  marble,  and  to  be  placed  on  the  Marqnis  de 
Montcalm's  tomb.  Should  snch  leave  be  granted,  may  I  presome,  mr,  that 
yon  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  of  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  send 
m«  a  passport,  that  the  marble,  with  the  epitaph  engraved  upon  it,  may  be 
received  into  an  English  ship,  and  Hr.  Murray,  governor  of  Qnebec,  allow 
it  to  be  placed  in  the  Ursaline  ebnrch.  You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  pardon 
me  for  this  intrusion  on  yonr  important  occnpatians ;  but  endeavoaring  to 
immortalise  illastrioos  men  and  eminent  patriots,  is  doing  honour  to 
yonrself.  "  I  am,  with  respect,  Ice,, 

"Da  BonoAiwviLH. " • 

Mr.  Pitt's  answer;— 

"  Sir,— It  ia  a  real  satisfaction  to  me  to  send  yon  the  king's  consent  on  a 
aabject  so  affecting  as  the  epitaph  composed  by  the  Academy  of  Inscriptions 

Pi^mantaii  dtfcnduent  le  col  it  I'AHlelt*  qui  eoavrait,  k  U  <bia,  EiDlo  et  Pgnettnlla. 
D^Mip'i^  da  mannii  mtttt  d'aoe  atUqne  dtepproavCe  pu  1h  glBtnai  lei  ploi 
eij)^rinient&,  le  Comte  de  BclleUte  w  mit  I  Is  t^  del  offlden  de  I'um^,  dont  il 
fbmu  BDe  coloDDe,  et  qni,  prnque  tODi,  vinrent  as  bin  Iner  au  |iM  des  reu«iicli«- 
■Deu.  Bleuf  uu  deux  mtloi,  Belleiile  Uchoit  d'siracherlet  paliwlN  STe«!  In  denU, 
loniiue  il  rtfot  un  coup  moitel.  Lea  Fnnfob  reponutfi  et  mm  ebef  Irent  leor 
retputo  mr  Bruufon." — BiagraphU  Vniventlit,  art  Belloilo. 

•  Jean  Pietro  do  Bougaimille  «a«  Becretaij  to  the  Preneh  Academy  of  Inmip- 
tioM.  He  died  in  1763,  at  the  tge  of  fortj^one,  of  aithma,  brought  on  by  inleoM 
appliation.  Hii  bretfaer,  Louii  Anloino,  tho  t«l«br»ted  drcumiiaTigaWr,  who  had 
been  Hontcalm'i  aide^Hamp,  retired  fiom  the  lerriee  in  1790.  He  wai  afiemnla 
made  a  coant  sod  ■  tenator  bj  BooDaptrle,  becanw  meiober  of  the  National  luititsle, 
and  of  thoRoTslSodetT  of  London;  be  died  at  Parit  in  IBll.st  Ibssgaof  eightftwD. 
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«t  Porij,  for  the  Harqaii  de  Montcalm,  and  whicb  it  ll  deaind  nuf  b« 
■ent  to  Quebec,  engraTed  on  nurble,  to  be  placed  on  tlte  tomb  of  that 
iUnttrioQS  soldier.  It  ia  perfectlj  beaalifal ;  and  the  deaii*  of  the  FreDdi 
tioopa  which  Beired  in  Canada  to  paj  gnch  a  tribote  to  the  memorj  of 
their  general,  whom  they  law  expire  at  their  head,  in  &  nunnei  worthy  of 
them  and  hinuelf,  ia  tralj  noble  and  praiaeworthy. 

"  I  ahatl  take  a  pleasare,  sir,  in  facilitating  e-veiyway  snch  amiabla 
intentiona ;  and  od  notice  of  the  meaaDre*  taken  for  shipping  thia  maibl«, 
I  will  not  bil  immediately  to  transmit  yon  the  pasaport  yoa  dsaim,  and 
■end  direction*  to  the  governor  of  Qnebec  for  its  reception. 

"  I  withal  beg  of  yon,  air,  to  be  peranaded  of  ray  joat  aenaibilify  of  that 
to  obliging  part  of  the  letter  with  which  yoa  have  himoared  me  relating  to 
myaelf,  and  to  believe  that  I  embrace  sa  a  bappinen  the  opportunity  of 
manifesting  the  esteem  and  particular  regard  with  which  I  hwra  the  hoooor 
to  be;  &c., 

-  Xowfim,  JprU  lOtt,  1761.  W.  Pnr.' 

The  epitaph  was  ai  follows : 

Ld^otIcui  JoMl^itu  it  Hantalm  OoIod, 

Hinhig  Sued  Vgmu,  B*n>  Gibincl, 

Ordinii  fuct:  LudoTid  commcDdtloTa 

Leginifr-genenlii  axBrdtDDin  Gillicornin  ; 

Egregiiu  et  dTU  et  milBi, 

Nolliai  ni  ippetoni  prKtnqnun  Tcn  Imodk, 

lugniio  Mia,  >t  liLcili  Biculto  ; 

Onne*  militiig  gndui  per  continiu  decor*  oneiknu, 

Omilmn  belli  mrtiuin,  UmponiTB,  ducriminDm  guana. 

In  Itolii,  in  Bohemia,  in  Oennuiia 

Dill  indnmiui. 

Hutdala  itbi  its  Mmper  gereni  ut  mijoriboi  pu  hmbcralnT. 

Jus  cluni  perieulia 


Fim  mltitam  mun  b«tium  ooplu  noi  tcm«l  npniit, 

PropngiucDU  e(|rit  fim  umiiqae  lutinetiMhw. 

Algom,  iiwdiB,  *%11ianim,  laborii  pKtiiei, 


Hoitii  aan,  nctor  muuustiu. 

Pntniuun  Tiilali,  Tuiurn  uioplun  perilii  et  eeleriUte  comptniaTil ; 

Immineni  celoniB  fklom  at  coorilio  et  Duma  per  qiDidrimtuu  nudniiil, 

Ttsdem  ingcniem  oxerdtam  dnee  itnoDo  et  andid, 

CluMimqiia  omni  bellonmi  mole  gniam, 

Unltiplid  pradeotia  diu  lodlfioitiu, 

Ti  pertnetDi  md  dimicudam. 

In  prima  ide,  in  prima  eoullieCa  Tnlnentoi, 

ReUgioni  quun  Mmper  eolaent  ianitCBi, 

HigBD  iBonun  detidorio,  nee  doe  hettjiim  moroni 
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EiIinctDi  sit 

Die  iiT  SepL,  ld,  mdcciii.  aUt  iltui. 

MorUln  optjmi  ducis  exuiiu  in  ezcanU  humo, 

Qnui  globug  bgllicDt  dixadeiu  diiiiliiiuiiua  dribderat, 

Galli  lugentfli  dapoiueruDt, 

El  generoia  hottiuii)  fidci  commcndinint. 


Here  lieth. 

In  either  hemitphare  to  lira  for  eier, 

Levii  Joaaph  de  Montcalm  OoioOt 

Huqnii  of  SL  Tsimn,  Buon  oT  Oibriu, 

Coinmend>tot7  of  the  Older  of  St.  Leirii, 

Lleuteouit-geaenl  of  the  Fnneh  inaj  ; 

Not  Ism  iq  eiceUeut  cithen  tluu  Hldior, 

Who  knew  no  daire  but  thmt  of  trus  glorr ; 

Hkppf  in  m  nAtunl  geniiii,  improTed  bj  litaimturs, 

HsTiug  gone  throngh  the  MTonil  itept  of  militM;  hraoorik 

Willi  aniatemipted  luiire, 

SkUl'd  Id  til  the  uU  of  mr. 

The  jancture  of  timei,  lod  the  criii)  of  duigen, 

la  Italy,  in  Bohemia,  in  OermaDj, 

Ad  iade&tigEbla  genenl. 

He  >o  diicharged  his  important  tniBta, 

That  he  aeemed  alnji  equal  to  ilill  gretter. 

At  leaglli,  grown  bright  with  perili. 

Sent  to  lecura  the  proiince  of  Canada, 

With  a  handful  ot  men 

Ha  man  than  once  repulsed  the  enemj'i  forcea. 

And  made  himielf  maatar  of  iheii  forU, 

Replele  with  tnwpa  and  ■mmunition. 

laored  to  cold,  hunger,  wutchingi  and  Idmnra, 

Unmindrulofhimieir, 

He  had  no  wniiation  hut  fot  hi)  aoldien ; 

An  enemj  with  the  flenett  impetnoiity, 

A  TictoT  with  the  tendomt  humanitr. 

AdiaiM  rortime  he  compeuaated  witb  valoor. 

The  want  of  itrength  with  ikill  and  actintf ; 

And,  with  hit  couniel  and  lupport. 

For  four  jetn  protracted  the  impeuding  (ate  of  the  colon;. 

HaThlg  with  rariaiu  artiGcea 

Long  bafQed  a  great  iraj, 

Headsd  bj  an  expert  and  intrepid  commander. 

And  a  fleet  famiihsd  with  afi  warlike  atorea. 

Compelled  at  length  to  an  engngemeat. 

Ha  fell,  in  die  fint  luk,  in  the  fint  ontat, 

With  thoee  hopaa  of  religion  which  ha  had  alwifi  chaiiabed. 
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Td  th«  laeiprcMJbl*  Iom  of  bit  own  umj. 
And  a«l  irithinit  ibe  regrat  of  tlu  cBeoif'a, 
xn.  SsplembCT,  lb.  vdcclii.  of  hit  igii  XLTm. 

Hit  mepng  coDDtiynMin 
Dcpouled  the  nmiini  of  their  oiccUeiit  |Ci>uil 

Which  ft  Ulen  ]>omb  in  bunting  h>d  ej[c&Tmt«d  for  bin 
BecoDiisendiDg  them  to  the  geneioui  &ith  of  their  enemi 
—Annual  Begider,  1762. 


No.  LXVII. 
Memoib  of  Qikebai.  Wolfe. 

Jsmei  Wolfe  wu  the  eecond  ion  of  Colonel  Edward  Wdfe,  who  wu 
afterwards  colonel  of  the  8th  Re^meut,  and  who  died  tm  tbe  27th  of 
Hatch,  1759,  bnt  a  short  time  hefoie  the  death  of  hii  gallant  aon.  Colonel 
Wolfs  had  serred,  and  won  hononrable  eatimation,  nuder  MarlboroD^  ta 
early  life  ;  oa  his  return  from  the  continental  wan  he  nuuried  MIm  Haniett 
Thompaon,  aiiter  to  the  then  member  of  parliament  for  York.  The 
inhabitanta  of  that  citj  made  a  vigorous  effiirt  to  appropriate  the  honoor  of 
Jamea  Wolfe  having  been  bom  among  them,  and  a  controversj  in  proee 
and  vene,  neither  of  them  of  a  very  brilliant  deBcriptiou,  waa  long  carried 
on  in  the  periodicals  of  the  day,  between  the  capital  of  the  North  and  tho 
qoiet  village  of  We^rbam.  Whatever  the  merits  of  the  writer*  npoa 
oither  ude  may  have  been,  and  tfaeir  power  of  wit  and  argnment,  then 
wei«  a  few  lines  in  the  parish  register  of  the  Kentish  hamlet  which  proved 
more  convincing  than  anything  else  ;  James,  son  of  Colonel  Edward  Wolfe, 
waa  baptised  on  Jannary  11th,  1727.  On  a  tablet  eroded  to  his  memory 
in  Westerbam  church,  it  ia  stated  that  be  waa  bom  on  the  Sod  of 
Jannary,  1727. 

The  vicarage  house  of  the  village  was  the  place  of  Wolfe's  birth,  then 
leased  to  his  father  by  tbo  Reverend  Osoige  Lewia,  the  vicar,  whose  ton 
waa  vicar  when  Wolfe  died,  and  wrote  the  inacription  for  his  monnment. 
The  elder  brother  of  thia  gallant  general  died  yonng  ;  he  himself  was  sent 
to  a  respectable  private  school  in  the  neighboorfaood,  where,- although  an 
ardent  and  clever  boy,  he  was  not  distingnished  for  any  veiy  remarkable 
characteristics. 

When  only  14  years  of  agf  he  embarked  with  bis  &ither,  who  waa 
engaged  in  the  expedition  to  Flaoden  onder  Lord  Cathcart ;  the  yooth, 
however,  who  waa  then  and  always  of  a  veiy  delicate  constitotion,  fell  ill, 
and  was  under  the  necessity  of  being  landed  at  Portsmonth.  After  a  little 
time  his  health  being  scnnewhat  re-established,  he  joined  hi*  biihtt  on  tha 
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ContineDt,  and  at  once  b^U  to  rrad  the  lesMinB  of  military  art  in  th« 
■tern  school  of  Teslity. 

Od  the  3n]  of  November  1741,  Colonel  Wolfe  caa»ed  bis  jontbfnl  son  to 
be  appointed  to  a  commission  in  a  battalion  of  Marines  which  he  himself 
commanded.  On  the  STth  of  March  1T4S,  James  Wolfe  i-emoved  into  the 
12th  Regiment  as  endgn,  and  fonght  at  the  battle  of  Dettingen  in  that 
same  jeai.  In  April  he  appears  to  have  been  on  leave,  travelling  probably 
for  health ;  in  this  month  he  writes  to  his  mother,  dating  Rome,  a  gratefal 
and  affectionate  letter.  On  the  14th  of  Jnly  1743,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
lieotenancy  in  the  same  regiment,  while  serving  with  the  allies  behind  the 
Scheldt,  and  in  1744,  was  engaged  under  Wade  in  his  ingloriooa  operations; 
in  that  jear  he  was  given  a  company  in  the  4th  R^ment ;  in  the  following, 
he  fonght  under  the  Duke  of  Cambeiland  in  the  fatal  bnt  gloiions  battle  of 
Fontenoy.  Up  to  this  time  Wolfe  had  been  with  his  regiment  in  every 
engagement  in  whidi  it  had  taken  part,  and  had  already  gained  greater 
distinction  than  can  Dsoally  foil  to  the  lot  of  those  in  the  junior  ranks  of 
the  army.  In  1746  he  fought  under  Hawley  in  the  front  line  at  the  dis- 
graceful roQt  at  Falkirk,  and  his  conduct,  even  in  that  unfortunate  occasion, 
called  forth  the  praise  of  his  superiors.  In  the  same  year  his  services  were 
traDsferred  to  a  service  more  worthy  of  his  future  fame  than  the  obscure 
and  painful  struggles  of  a  civil  war ;  he  served  and  gained  new  approbation 
under  the  gallant  Iiigonier  at  Liers. 

On  the  eth  of  February  1746-7  he  was  raised  to  a  majority  in  the  33rd 
Segment.  This  step  of  rank  afforded  new  opportunity  to  this  gallant 
youth ;  at  the  battle  of  La  Feldt,  in  the  same  year,  he  distinguished  himself 
in  so  remarkable  a  manner,  that  Uie  British  general-in-chtef,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  publicly  thanked  him  on  the  battle  field.  On  the  Cth  of 
January  1748-9,  he  removed  into  Lord  George  Sockville's,  the  SOth 
Hegiment  of  Foot 

Wolfs  commanded  this  regiment  during  the  absence  of  the  colonel  for  a 
connderable  time,  and  soon  brought  it  into  a  state  of  the  highest  disci- 
pline. Wherever  he  went  he  received  the  praise  of  the  different  general 
officers  commanding,  and  gained  the  esteem  and  regard  of  all  who  became 
acquainted  with  him  in  civil  or  military  life.  His  regimental  orders, 
which  are  atill  estant,  are  admirable,  and  furnish  ample  evidence  of  leal 
for,  and  knowledge  of,  his  profession. 

In  February,  1 746-9,  Wolfe  served  at  Stirling,  in  Bcotland  ;  in  April,  at 
Glasgow;  in  October,  at  Perth.  March  20th,  1749-SO,  he  was  made 
colonel  of  the  n^ment  which  he  had  for  some  time  so  admirably  com- 
manded i  in  October  he  was  at  Dundee,  in  November  at  Banff;  and 
remained  in  Scotland  till  1763,  when  be  removed  to  Reading,  whei«  his 
r^ment  vaa  reviewed  and  highly  commended  by  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land. In  December  in  that  year  he  was  at  Dover  Castle.  In  170fi  he  was 
at  Winchester  and  Southampton ;  at  the  end  of  October  be  marched  to 
Qravesend,  and  in  December  to  Canterbury.    While  in  the  south  of  Eng- 
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land,  h«  coDBtantly  practised  hU  regiment  in  mch  evolationB  u  mi^t  be 
necsMary  to  oppose  the  landing  of  an  invading  anny ;  and  wrote  an  elabo- 
nte  code  of  instructions  to  be  acted  upon,  in  case  of  any  attempt  being 
made  apon  the  coast.  At  the  same  time  a  nnmber  of  bis  trained  loldien 
were  withdrawn  to  fill  np  the  ill-fated  ranks  of  the  44th  and  48tli,  then 
aboot  to  sail  for  America  nnder  Biaddock,  where  many  of  them  perished 
miserably  and  ingtorionaly. 

Early  in  1707,  Lieotenaot-Colonel  Wolfe  was  selected,  on  acconnt  of  his 
known  merit,  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  serve  as  qnaiter-mastar-general  of  the  fore* 
tent  ^jaiitst  Rochefort,  nnder  Sir  John  Mordaant,  the  general,  and  ^ 
Edward  Hawke,  the  admirsL  While  the  expedition  lay  motionleH  in 
Basqne  Boads ,  from  the  untoward  diasenaiont  between  the  naval  and 
military  officeia,  Wolfe  landed  one  night  alone  npon  the  hostile  shore,  and 
walked  two  miles  np  the  conntry.  He  found  that  there  were  no  real  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  debarkation,  and  that  no  preparations  had  been  made 
to  oppose  it.  When  he  retnnied  to  the  Beet  he  reported  the  resolt  of  hi* 
observations,  and  strongly,  bnt  vainly,  nrged  the  general  to  land,  and  at 
once  attack  Rochefort  Finally,  he  pledged  himself  to  carry  the  plac«, 
should  three  ships  of  war  and  500  men  be  placed  at  his  disposal.  Tb* 
proposal  was  neglected :  however,  the  leal  and  daring  shown  by  tbe  gallant 
yoQug  soldier  on  this  occasion  confirmed  Pitt  in  the  estimate  which  he  had 
formed  of  his  character.  Some  more  days  wen  wasted  in  inaction,  and  at 
length  the  expedition,  having  destroyed  the  unimportant  fortificationa  id 
Aix,  returned  inglorionsly  to  England.  Wolfe's  merit  was  thrown  oat  in 
strongrelief  by  the  incapacity  of  those  nnder  whom  he  served;  while  U>^ 
were  despised  he  was  hononred.  The  rank  of  brevet-colonel  on  the  21st 
of  October  of  that  year  was  bis  fint  reward. 

Od  the  23rd  of  January,  1758,  Mi.  Pitt  made  Wolfe  brigadier-genersl, 
and  gave  him  the  command  of  a  brigade  nnder  Amherst,  in  the  expedition 
against  Lonisburg,  disregarding  the  mere  official  routine  of  seniority. 
Events  soon  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  selection.  From  thenceforward 
Wolfe's  bit^iaphy  is  English  history.  However,  it  may  be  added  that  he 
was  made  colonel  of  the  67th  Foot  on  the  21st  of  April,  17(8.  In  January, 
I7fiB,  Ktt  again  selected  him  for  service.  This  time  be  was  to  command 
in  chief :  he  was  gazetted  as  major-genarsl,  snd  intmsted  with  the  conduct 
of  the  arduous  expedition  against  Quebec. 

It  is  a  painful  duty  to  repeat  here  an  anecdote  of  Wolfe,  which  stands 
recorded  by  the  high  authority  of  Lord  Mahon.  The  young  general  dined 
with  Mr.  Pitt  shortly  after  bis  appointment  to  the  command,  a  third  person 
only  being  present.  After  dinner,  when  the  conversation  tamed  npon  tlie 
approaching  expedition,  Wolfo  became  unreasonably  excited  :  he  strod* 
about  the  room,  flonrisbed  his  sword,  and  broke  forth  in  a  style  of  vaponi- 
ing  altogether  snrpriaing  in  a  man  of  real  spirit.  When  he  at  length 
departed,  Mr.  Pitt  remained  dismayed  at  having  intnialed  (be  fote  of  tha 
conntry  and  of  the  ministiy  in  such  hands.  Hqtpily  he  did  not  snfier  new 
doubts  to  liter  hii  former  arrangements. 
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For  tome  time  Wolfe  ftppeus  to  have  been  Qumcoewfiil  in  a  rait  which 
he  pleaded  to  Hits  Lowther,  and  in  coaseqaence  hie  naturally  domestic 
mind  waa  ra-etrung  to  the  htusher  tonei  of  ambition.  Snbaeqaentlj,  how- 
ever, he  became  engaged  to  this  lady,  and  the  marriage  was  to  hare  been 
celebnted  inunediatelj  on  his  ratuin  from  the  expedition  against 
Qaebec.  After  his  death  Hisa  Lowther  became  Ducheoi  of  Boltoni 
bat  tradition  sajs  that  she  always  wore  henceforth  a  pearl  necklace 
which  he  had  given  her,  covered  with  black  velvet,  in  memory  of  the 
departed. 

Wolfe  was  a  plain  man  :  his  features  were  ahaip,  his  forehead  somewhat 
receding,  his  hair  sandy  or  red,  and,  contrary  to  the  fashion  of  the  time, 
was  not  powdered ;  his  skin  was  coaise,  lair,  and  freckled ;  bnt  his  month 
wore  a  smiling  and  gentle  eiprestdon,  and  bis  eyes  were  bine  and 
benignant.  He  was  delicate  from  early  youth,  and  the  seeds  of  &tal 
diseases  were  displayed  in  his  constitadon.  At  first  his  oddriAS  and 
manner  were  nnengaging,  bnt  be  invariably  endeared  himself  to  all  with 
whom  he  was  &miliar.  All  hia  thoughts  and  actions  were  influenced 
by  a  deep  reUpons  feeling.  When  a  conrtier  remonstrated  with  the 
king  npon  Wolfe's  ^pointment  lo  command  the  expedition  against 
Quebec,  saying  that  "  he  was  mad,"  (meaning  that  he  was  over-religioDi) 
the  king  replied,  "  If  he  be  mad,  I  wish  he  would  bite  some  of  my  other 

Wolfe  was  assiduously  and  conadentionsly  attentive  to  his  profession, 
and  was  constitotionally  and  steadily  daring.  His  mind  was  clear  and 
active,  his  temper  lively  and  almost  impetuous  ;  he  was  independent 
without  pride,  and  generous  to  profuuon.  "  He  never  cavilled  with  his 
instructionB,  or  hentated  to  obey  orders ;  exact  in  discipline  himself,  he 
was  always  punctual  to  obey.  His  judgment  was  acate,  his  memory 
quick  and  retentive,  and  his  dispoutiou  candid,  constant,  and  sincere. 
The  onion  of  the  gentle  and  the  bold,  of  ambition  and  affection,  formed  the 
peculiar  chann  of  hia  character.  His  courage  never  quailed  before  danger 
nor  shrank  &om  responsibilify.' 

Little  is  known  of  Wolfe's  private  life;  Dr.  Sonthey  contemplated  the 
task  of  writing  his  biography,  but  abandoned  it  from  the  want  of  materials. 
To  Lord  Hahon  and  Mr.  Oleig  we  are  indebted  for  some  very  interesting 
partienlars,  and  for  a  few  judiciously  selected  portions  of  such  of  the  hero's 
letter*  as  are  still  extant.  It  only  remains  to  conclude  this  imperfect 
memoir  with  a  few  of  these  aelections. 

On  first  awuming  the  command  of  a  regiment,  Wolfe  writes,  "  I  take 
npon  me  the  difficult  duty  of  a  commander.  It  is  a  bard  thing  to  keep  the 
pasuons  within  bounds,  where  authority  and  immaturity  go  together.  It 
is  hard  to  he  a  severs  disciplinarian  yet  humane,  to  study  the  temper  of 
all,  and  endeavour  lo  please  thera,  and  yet  be  impartial, — to  discourage 
vice  at  the  toibnlent  age  of  twenty-three." 

His  letters  breathe  a  sprit  of  tenderness  and  gentleneea,  over  which 
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■mbition  could  not  triumph.  In  writing  to  Idi  wathm  on  tha  SStb  of 
Saptember,  176fi,  h«  mjw,  "  My  n»tnn  isqnina  MOM  MtrwtidinMy  n«t(* 
to  prodno*  UaM.  I  want  Uial  ftttantion  lod  tfaoM  MmhMU  «UM  that 
commoiilj  go  klong  with  good  natDie  and  honunify.  In  tho  eoaunoa 
OCCnmooM  of  lifa,  I  am  not  leen  to  advuiti^.*  So  hi  back  ai  tka  ISth 
of  Aognit,  174S,  he  writM  alio  to  hia  motbar  from  Glasgow,  "  I  have 
obaervad  jaar  inatraeUani  ao  rigidly  that,  rather  than  want  the  word,  I 
got  the  npatation  of  hekng  a  ^017  good  A«abyt«rian  hj  frvqnmting  the 
Kirk  of  Seotland  till  oar  ch^wl  opetia."  Again  he  writM  to  hia  motfaar 
from  InmiMs,  November  6th,  1751,  "  Than  are  time*  iritan  men  fret 
at  triflaa,  ud  qnairel  with  their  toothpicks.  In  one  of  tbeae  ill-baluta  I 
axcUim  againat  my  preaant  condition,  and  think  it  the  worat  of  all,  bat 
eoolly  and  lampetaUly,  it  is  plainly  the  baat  Wbae  there  ia  ntoat  tan^oy- 
nant  and  leaat  vic^  there  ihonld  one  wish  moat  to  be." 

On  the  leth  of  Febmsiy,  175S,  he  writes  to  his  father,  "  I  find  thai 
you  boonty  and  liberality  keep  pace,  as  they  vaoslly  do,  with  my 
Moeaaitiw.  I  sh^  not  aboaa  yonr  kindseaa,  nor  mceiTa  it  nnthankfaUj, 
and  what  ue  I  make  of  it  ahall  be  for  yonr  hononr  and  the  kin^i  aerrie> ; 
an  emplojwent  worthy  of  the  hand  that  gives  it."  His  amiable  ten^ei 
atroDgly  inolinad  hito,  from  an  eariy  age,  to  domestic  lib  i  in  the  leltar, 
November  eth,  17fll  (before  qaotsd),  he  dadarea  that  he  haa  "a  tnm  of 
mind  that  bvoara  matrimony  prodigiously  ;  I  love  children,  and  think 
them  necessary  to  people  in  thair  latv  days."  He,  however,  atng^ad 
with  these  widiea  and  for  a  long  time  overcame  than,  from  bis  ardmt  lor* 

ftf  fHW. 

Of  WoUb-s  life  we  know  bat  liUle  j  tha  wavaa  of  obliTion  have  dosed 
over  it,  bttt  the  itaij  of  hia  death  remaiDS  for  ever  tnasnred  in  England^ 
giatafiil  memory. 

"Annnal  Blister,"  May  1760. 
8«nDe  gentlsiMn  in  the  parish  of  Wcelarium,  in  Kent,  have  enelad  » 
^ain  mtaramcait  to  the  late  Oeneral  Wolfs,  in  the  inaeripti<m  on  whid 
the  extraordinaiy  bononr  intended  his  memory  by  his  aov«nign  is  hinted 
at,  ottdtba  imprepriaty  o(  a  more  expennve  monnment  in  that  place  jnstly 
shown.  Tha  laUeia  of  atntnaiy  marble,  baantifaUyaxscatad  by  Ur.LcKMl, 
Bear  CaVHididi  Sqaare^ 

JAMBS, 
Son  of  Colonel  Edward  WOLFE,  and  HenrietU  hit  wiis,  wi>  bom  in  Ikia 
puigh,  Jannarf  bui,  17S7. 
And  died  in  America,  ^tembar  13th,  17fi9. 
«  WUtat  Oeocge  in  Bomm  bmn  Ut  laonU'd  Lnd, 
Aad  W*  tba  utiil  gnwa  dw  anUin  ilaad, 
Wa  niw  o*  ■celptiu'd  tnphj  to  Ihj  nimi, 
BnnTOBthl  Um  &iiMt  io  iba  liat  of  flw*. 
Proud  of  Ihr  biith,  ws  bsMt  th'  smpkiaui  fu; 
Stinck  with  tbj  &11,  so  ihvd  a  (UMnl  tear; 
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"  Annual  Regiater,"  Oetober,  1771 
On  an  oval  Tablet  on  front  of  the  SucopbagoB  of  Osnenl  Wolfe'* 
monoment    in    Wwtmuuter    Abbey,    jnat   opened,   la    the    foUowing 
ingciiption:— 

To  the  memoi7  of 

JAMES    WOLFE,    Ei«i., 

Major  Qeneral  and  Commander  in  Chief 

Of  the  British  f.and  Foicea 

On  on  expediUon  against  Quebec, 

Who, 

SunuouoUng,  bj  ability  and  valoar. 

All  obatadea  of  art  and  nature, 

Waa  slain. 

Id  the  moment  of  Victoi;, 

At  the  hud  of  hie  conquering  troop*, 

On  the  13th  Sept  17S9, 

The  King 

And  the  Parliament  of  Great  BHlain 

Dedicate  thiam 


"  Annual  B^jrier,"  1768. 

The  right  bononrable  the  Earl  Temple  ha*  lately  dedicated  a  meet 
uugnifioeBt  building  at  Stove,  of  the  Ionic  order,  Cemnasix  tr  VioroaiJi. 

In  the  pediment  of  the  portico  ia  a  fine  alto  relievo,  repreaenting  the 
fonr  qnortwrn  of  the  world  bringing  gifta  to  Britain.  lu  the  portico,  or 
oula-tample,  two  medalliona,  ContorMa  /iedtratomm,  Concordia  dviiMt. 
Oyer  &«  door,  QwttmpoMimkutervm  te  ultiMa*atifftuliatd«ditela»iiiltan 
omiMiMi  heam  rtUnqmbai,  In  the  inner  temple,  in  a  niche  laoing  the 
entrance,  the  ttatue  of  BanufHu :  over  ^tuh  in  a  tablet,  Ctmdtdu  aitltm 
ONUM*  DoA^pMNM,  prt^turiMt  m  eoiupiemo  potita,  q%tm  ettiqtu  Maffni/lea 
mtrito  eoatigtnmt.  On  the  walla,  fourteen  medallioni,  repreaenting  the 
taking  of  Qnebee,  Uartiuico,  &a.  i  Lonisbniig,  Ouadalonpe,  &e.  ;  Montreal, 
^. ;  Pondichory,  &o.  NbtoI  victory  off  Belldale,  naval  vlotoiy  off  Lagoe, 
Crevalt  and  Hioden,  Fellinghaoaen  i  Senegal  and  Ooree,  Niagara  and 
Crown  Point,  Bean  Sejoni  and  Fort  da  Queane,  Cherborg  and  Bellelile. 
On  a  hill  at  a  diatonoe,  in  a  diagraial  line,  mna  an  obeliak  above  a  hundred 
bat,  inicribed 

To  HuoB  GiHxaAb  WoLFi. 
Ommdma  Territ  hum  fonluM  Fata. 
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No.  LXVIII. 


"Lord  Howe  alwft}r8la}r  in  his  teot  with  UieregimeutwliicIihecoiiuiMiidal, 
whils  the  restoflhe  aimj  were  quartered  in  the  town  and  fort  of  Albany; 
thia  legimeot  he  modelled  in  inch  a  manner  th&t  thej  were  ever  after  con* 
sideced  a»  an  example  to  the  whole  American  army.  Lord  Howe  laid 
uide  all  pride  and  prejudice  and  grstefnlly  accepted  council  from  those 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  beat  qualified  to  direct  him.  Madame  Schuyler 
was  delighted  with  the  calm  steadineiu  with  which  he  carried  tbroagh  tbe 
BoateTe  mles  which  he  fbaod  it  uecessaiy  to  lay  down.  In  the  tint  plac« 
be  forbade  all  displays  of  gold  and  acailet  in  the  mgged  march  they  wera 
about  to  undertake,  and  set  the  example  by  wearing  himself  an  ammanitiog 
coat,  that  ia  to  aay,  one  of  the  Bnrplos  wldieis'  coats  cat  short.  Tliia  waa 
a  necessaiy  precaution,  becanee,  in  the  woods,  the  hostile  Indiana  who 
started  firom  behind  the  trees  usually  caught  at  the  long  and  heavy  akiita 
then  worn  by  the  soldiers ;  and  for  the  same  reason  he  ordered  the  moa- 
keta  to  be  shortened,  that  they  might  not,  as  on  former  occamona,  ba 
snatched  from  behind  by  these  agile  foes.  To  prevent  the  march  of  his 
regiment  from  being  descried  at  a  distance,  by  the  glittering  of  their  aitn^ 
the  barrels  of  their  gtms  were  all  blackened;  and  to  save  them  &om  the 
tearing  of  boshes,  the  stings  of  insects,  &c.,  he  set  them  the  example  of 
wearing  leggana,  a  kind  of  bnskin  made  of  strong  woollen  cloth.  The 
greatest  privation  to  the  young  and  vain  yet  remained.  Hair  well  dreaaed 
and  in  great  qoantity  was  then  considered  as  the  greatest  poeuble  orna- 
ment, which  those  who  had  it  took  the  utmost  cue  to  display  to  advantage, 
and  to  wear  in  a  bag  or  queue.  Lord  Howe's  waa  very  full  and  very  abut- 
pant ;  he  however  cropped  it,  and  ordered  every  one  else  to  do  the  same. 

"  The  aastare  regalationa  and  constant  self-denial  which  he  impoaed  upon 
the  tnwpB  he  commanded  were  patiently  borne,  because  he  was  not  oaij 
gentle  in  bis  manners  but  generous  and  humane  in  a  veiy  high  d^iee,  and 
exceedingly  attentive  to  the  health  and  real  nece^tiei  of  the  soldiery. 
Among  many  instances  of  this,  a  quantity  of  powdered  ginger  waa  given  to 
ereiy  man,  and  the  serjeanta  weie  oidered  to  see,  that  when,  in  the  conisa 
of  marching,  the  aoldien  arriTed  hot  and  tired  at  the  banks  of  any  stit«n, 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  stoop  to  drink,  as  they  generally  inclined 
to  do,  but  be  obliged  to  lift  water  in  their  canteens  and  mix  ginger  with 
it.  Thia  became  afterwards  a  general  pnctice,  and  in  those  aguish  swampa 
throu^  which  the  troops  were  forced  to  march  was  the  means  of  savii^ 
many  Uvea.  Aunt  Schuyler,  as  this  amiable  yonng  officer  familiarly  styled 
his  matemal  friend,  had  the  greatest  esteem  for  him,  and  the  greatest  hope 
that  he  would  at  some  future  time  redrea*  all  those  evils  that  bad  fonoerlj 
impeded  the  service.  The  ni^t  before  the  march  they  had  a  long  and 
serious  conversation.  In  the  morning  Lord  Howe  proposed  setting  oat  very 
early ;  but  when  he  arose  was  astonished  to  find  Madame  Schuyler  waiting 
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anil  breakftst  readj ;  he  nniled  and  »iid  be  would  not  dut^tpoint  ber  u  it 
woa  hard  to  tay  when  he  might  again  breakfast  with  a  ladj.  ImpreMed 
with  an  nnacconntable  d^reo  of  concern  about  tJie  fate  of  the  enterpriw  in 
which  he  waa  embaiked,  ahe  again  repeated  ber  coanaek  and  her  caution ; 
and  when  he  wa*  about  to  depart,  embraced  him  with  the  affection  of  a 
mother,  and  abed  many  tears,  a  weaknesa  ahe  did  not  often  give  way  to. 
A  few  days  after  Lord  Howe's  departars,  in  the  afternoon,  a  man  waa  aeen 
coming  on  horseback  from  the  north,  galloping  -violently,  without  his  hat. 
Pedrom  ran  eageriy  to  inquire,  well  knowing  he  rode  eipreas.  The  man 
galloped  on,  crying  ont  that  Lord  Howe  waa  killed.  Shrieks  and  sobs  of 
angaiah  re-echoed  through  every  part  of  the  house.' — LtUeri  ivfanAmeriean 
La^,  vol.  ii.,  p.  73. 


No.  LXIX. 

"  Le  troisi&me  de  Juillet  de  cette  ann^  Samoel  de  Champbun  fonda 
la  ville  de  Quebec,  capitale  da  la  Nouvelle  Fiance,  aar  la  rive  aepteni 
trionale  dn  flenve  St.  Laurent  ik  ais-vingt  lieaes  de  la  mer,  entre  nne  petite 
riviere  qai  porte  le  nom  de  St.  Charles  et  nu  gros  cap,  qn'on  appelle  le  C^ 
anx  Diamani,  parce  qo'on  y  trouvoit  alore  quantity  de  diamana  aaaez  sem- 
blables  &  ceux  d'Alenjon."— /lirtM  (^r<moloffiqu«t,  1608. 

"  Cape  Diamond  abounds  with  very  fine  specimens  of  quartz,  or  rock- 
ciystala.  1  have  myself,  in  walking  on  the  banka  of  the  river  at  the  foot 
of  the  rocks,  fonnd  many  of  tbem.  They  are  diacovered  from  the  bril- 
liancy of  their  reSecting  anifacea :  they  sparkle  like  the  diamond,  and 
hence  the  place  had  ita  name.  On  examination,  I  have  generally  fonnd 
that  they  are  pentagons,  terminating  in  a  point,  and  possessing  naturalfy 
much  of  the  brilliancy  and  polish  of  a  cut  diamond  ;  and  they  are  lo  hard, 
that  like  a  diamond  they  cut  glass." — Qray'a  Canada,  p.  68. 

"  The  moontain  on  which  Qaebec  is  built,  and  the  hilla  along  the  river 
St  Lawrence,  consiat  of  it  for  some  miles  together  on  both  sides  of  Qnebec. 
About  a  yard  from  the  Bnr&ce  thii  stone  is  quite  compact,  and  without 
any  cracks,  so  that  one  cannot  perceive  that  it  is  a  slate,  ita  particles  being 
imperceptible.  It  liea  in  atiata  which  vary  from  three  or  foDr  inches  to 
twenty  thick  and  npwards.  In  the  moontaina  on  which  Qaebec  is  boilt 
the  strata  do  not  lie  horisontal,  bat  dipping,  so  as  to  be  nearly  perpendi- 
cnlar,  the  npper  ones  pointing  north-west  and  the  lower  ones  loulh-east. 
From  hence  it  is,  the  eomen  of  these  strata  always  strike  out  at  the 
comers  into  the  atreeta,  and  cut  the  shoes  in  pieces.  I  have  likewise  seen 
some  strata  inclining  to  the  northward,  bnt  rather  perpendicnlar,  aa  the 
former.  The  strata  are  divided  by  narrow  cracks,  which  are  commonly 
filled  by  fibnma  white  gypmm,  whidi  can  aomelimea  be  got  loose  with  a 
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knife,  if  tha  Uig«9r  itnliiin  of  aUte  than  it  ia  broken  in  pitOM ;  and  in 
that  CM*  it  has  the  appaanom  of  a  thin  white  leaf.  The  Urge  cndu  an 
alaicnt  filled  np  witii  tnnapannt  qnarti  ctytUla  of  diSeratt  wea.  Ons 
part  of  the  moanUin  ctmUioi  great  quantities  of  theae  eiratala,  fraa  wUcfc 
the  oomer  of  the  monnt«n  which  li«a  to  tlie  8S.B.  of  the  p^aca  haa  go* 
tbenameofFtnntedeDiamanla,  or  Diamond  Pmnt." — KalminPinkwton, 
vol  xiii.,  p.  676. 


No.  LIX. 

"  The  Cherokeaa  are  plauten  and  bnnen,  tradespeople,  and  raechaniei. 
Thejr  have  com-fielda  and  orcharda,  looms  and  workihopa,  achooli  and 
churches,  and  ordsrlj  institDtions.  In  1SS4,  when  the  popolation  of  the 
Cherokees  wsa  lfi,SflO  persona,  it  included  1S77  negroes;  thej  had 
IB  schoola,  36  grist-milU,  13  saw-mills,  762  looms,  3486  s^nning-wheela, 
172  waggons,  2923  plonghs,  7683  horeei,  28,S31  bbck  cattle,  46,732  swine, 
Se46  sheep,  430  goaU,  62  blacksmiths'  shops,  &C.,  with  ■ereml  psblic 
roads,  and  fences,  and  tnmpikas.  Tha  natJTes  cany  on  a  oonndenbla 
trade  with  the  adjoining  States,  and  sodib  of  than  export  ootton  to  N*w 
(Means.  A  printing-press  has  been  establidied  for  earMnl  yean,  aad  a 
nempqter,  written  partly  in  Uie  English  and  partly  in  the  Gkmka^ 
langooge,  has  been,  gneoeaefnlly  carried  on.  This  p^>a',  callad  tha 
(Afroiee  Phtmix,  is  written  entirely  by  a  ChenriMO,  a  yoo^  man  utdcr 
thirty.  The  misnonarist  among  tliem  declam  thai  tha  eonrsita  geaaiaQy 
am  Teiy  attentive  to  preaching,  and  very  exemplary  in  their  condnct. 
Public  worship,  oondocled  by  natiTe  tnemben  of  tha  dmreh,  ia  beM  in 
three  or  fonr  places  remote  from  the  station.  The  pnpils  are  making  gpnat 
progress  at  the  schoola.  Many  cf  them  are  leading  the  ■ehooli  wUh  aa 
edncation  safBcieat  far  life.  New  Eehota  is  the  seat  of  goranmiant  of  the 
Cherokees.  The  provisions  of  the  constitntion  are  placed  vuim  six  heads, 
difidad  into  sections.  The  trial  by  jnry  is  in  foil  oparatioo.  The  ti^t  of 
sufirage  ia  aoivarsal ;  every  free  male  citisen  who  liaa  ■J^^'^H  the  age  af 
nghtaen  yean,  is  entitled  t«  vote  at  public  electjons."  Bburt^  Sirm 
Ytar*  JM  AerfA  Amerioa,  vol.  ii.,  p,  143. 

"  Tbe  Creeks,  Cherokeea,  and  Choctnwa,  certainly  hold  ont  a  praniae  of 

the  (radnal  attainment  of  civilisation Tha  recent  invoitian  af 

written  eharaeten  by  a  fdll-blood  CSierokae,*  eonsialiiig  of  ei^itr-£>w 

•  •■  It  u  TBDublili  tbrt  ft  Bad  IndJa  rii«Ud  ka**  bean  AU  to  anaiwpliifc  *at 
vbUi  BO  ditllud  Bcktia  h>n  aawnpUdiad  dnring  Oo^B^  of  jt»n.  K*  had 
iHntij  ■Mimd  to  nuhaod  irinD  hs  inmitail  an  alpbdwt  of  Ui  dwb  hngi^gs, 
biTingBS  knoiricdieeTaDr  »lb«T.  Tlw  idea  of  wiittaf  ClMnkes  itnck  Uu  a>  kar- 
lug  wnnl  wUtai  b<MMIiig  el  tbeir  nftMtj  tmt  lb*  ladis^  ud  (Misf  Ost  (ke^ 
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ngu  iiumwiiiiit  »11  tha  dDmiiuut  BoundB  of  that  Unguge,  and  tlw  great 
muniwi  of  half  worda  aiiioiig  them,  are  both  fiiTOSTable  to  this  change  <^ 
life.  Tha  bait  proof  that  tlwj  are  advancmg  fmm  thui  Mvage  «tat«  to  a 
hi^er  gnde  U,  that  thoir  munben  inenaae,  while  almoit  all  other  tribea 
tpnad.  over  tha  Amancan  emtiiMat  brand  near  are  knomi  to  diminUh  in 
nomban  ao  rapidly  that  comnon  obaenratiou  alone  wonld  anahla  any  dm 
to  predict  theii  ntter  extinction  before  (he  Upae  of  man;  yean."— 
Latrobe,  Rtmbltr  m  Ameriea,  vol.  i.,  p.  163. 

The  Stockbridge  Indiana  (w  called  from  Stoekbridge,  Masaachoaetta,) 
are,  upon  the  whole,  conndered  to  hav«  atade  greater  attainmenta  in  the 
naefol  aita  of  civiliaed  life,  and  alao  in  the  Chriatian  religion,  than  any 
other  tribe  of  the  aborigtaaa.  They  heard  the  preadung  of  Brdnaid  and 
Edwarda,  and  have  anjc^vd  ChiMuo  privileget  and  edncatioB  with 
little  uitemptioB  (m  more  than  ninety  years.  The  Btockbridgs  Indiana, 
and  the  Oneidaa,  under  tha  celebrated  Oneida  half-blood  Mr.  Willianu, 
were  the  piinripal  of  thoae  nnfcPrtnBate  New  Tork  Indiana,  who  were  per- 
■oaded  on  the  biA  of  aolaimt  treatiea  to  leave  thdr  homea  In  Nnr  York 
and  form  new  aattlamenta  amongst  the  wild  Indian  tribea  beyond  the 
UiantRiqti.  Oaa  of  tha  Tiaiton  to  these  new  Brttlemettta,  «A«r  the  Indiana 
had  been  a  few  yean  aatabUihed  (here,  thna  deaerihea  the  improTementa 
HuTf  had  effiseted  in  Uus  ronote  wildemeaa  :— "  On  the  eaat  bank  of  Fox 
Wma  lh»j  had  In  the  conne  of  aome'half  doien  years  reared  a  floariahiog 
■ottlemint ;  built  hooaee  and  boma  in  the  nsoal  alyle  of  the  white  tettle- 
maota  nndar  timilar  eirvBmataneea ;  cleared  away  portions  of  the  forest, 
Md  radaead  thrfr  bums  to  bd  intareating  atata  of  impnivemeiit ;  organiaed 
and  bron^t  into  aolilaiy  op«aratien  a  pelitieal  and  HtU  economy;  eeta- 
hlidied  s^ook,  and  b  1880  were  bailding  a  reiy  decent  Chriatian  church; 
had  anetad  milla  and  machinery  ;  eshibiting  in  a  word  a  moat  interesting 
phana  of  eiviliaation,  along  with  the  purest  morale  nnder  the  aimplest 
maaiMn." — Colton'a   Tbttr  amoHgit  the  N«rth-Wea  Indiaiu,  vol.  i.. 

Mold  do  anr  tUngi  <kUA  tha  ni  mm  nenr  dwsd  ■Unsft,  fwtinilarij  In  mho- 
mittiog  to  paper  m  eoDnnatin>,  u  u  (o  nuke  it  imdentaod  by  all,  eran  in  the  moal 
dktnt  pnta  H«  dalanniaad  to  to;  if  k  m  not  fMriUs.  At  Bnt  b«  nw  im  olhsr 
ehuicc  ot  (oeentiiig  hii  project  than  to  mike  ■  rign  or  flgim  ftr  vnej  tannd,  wlikb 
be  putl7  IcwDod  by  heut  himMlf,  pwtl;  gaie  to  U*  own  &n%  to  le«m  and  lanent- 
ber;  bat,  alW  woridig  at  it  ■  whole  twolTesumlh,  he  fboud  thil  ibo  nunlwr  of  ilpu 
mlmdj  uaomtad  to  MTtnl  thaundi,  asd  (hat  it  wu  impowlblB  to  retalo  themia  tb* 
mtmoij.  Ho  no*  befan  to  dhide  the  wofdi  int«  parte,  ind  than  diworwad  that  Ihs 
■una  tjIlKblaa  might  ba  ipplisd  to  ■  nrictj  of  Word*.  Bxoltinc  in  thii  dlNorety,  b« 
coDltntied  bU  oiarlioni  with  nnreoiitting  lad,  ind  dfraetsd  bu  attention  partknlulj 
ta  Aa  tomidt,  md  Iku  dbesrarad  at  lut  ill  the  irUablei  in  the  laognago.  Aftar 
waridng  npon  tUa  plan  fcr  a  moBth,  faa  had  dbnlailbBd  the  muabar  of  tODsda  to 
»l|h>Tlh»,  of  wUih  tba  lipni  ■(  ptaaat  eoaalrtL  He  flnt  wrote  them  on  nnd, 
aftannria  rat  oat  tho  ligiM  in  wood,  and  fanhaj  kj  r>B<i^  tbni  audi  la  the;  now 
Me  ia  te  Cbmkee  PUnia.''— AiAiateal  £UM4«a(a«Ml  Omiada. 
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p.  S03.  Tbia  Ameriosn  writer  U  jaatlj  indignant  «t  the  crael  and  dia- 
hoaest  policy  of  the  American  government  in  driving  theae  nnfoTtnnato 
wanderers  awaj  from  the  new  home  solemnly  pcomioed  them,  into  tha 
wild  and  dreaiy  r^ona  of  the  fur  west,  as  aoon  as  the  setUemuit  at  Fox 
River  wu  Bacertained  to  posteaa  sufficient  natnnd  advaotagea  to  entitle  it 
to  form  a  part  of  the  Union. 


No.  LXXI. 

Article*  of  Cqiitnlation  demanded  by  M.  ds  Bamsay,  (he  king's  liaa- 
tenant,  commanding  the  high  and  low  towns  of  Qoebec,  chief  of  Um 
Military  Order  of  St.  Louis,  to  hu  excellency  the  general  of  the  troopt  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty. 

"  The  capitolatjon  demanded  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  and  granted  bj 
their  exceUencies,  Admiral  Sannderi  and  General  Townshend,  &e.  &c.,  ta 
in  manner  and  form  as  hereafter  expressed : — 

"  1.  M.  de  Ramsay  demands  the  honoon  of  war  for  his  gvrison,  and 
that  it  shall  be  sent  back  to  the  army  in  safety,  and  by  the  shortest  rent*, 
with  arms,  baggage,  mx  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  two  moitsrB  or  howitiera 
and  twelve  nnmds  for  each  of  them. — The  garrison  of  the  town,  com- 
posed of  land  forces,  marines,  and  sailore,  shall  march  out  with  their  arms 
and  baggage,  drams  beating,  matches  lighted,  with  two  pieces  of  French 
cannon  and  twelve  rounds  for  each  piece ;  and  shall  be  embarked  as  con- 
veniently as  possible,  to  be  sent  to  the  first  port  in  France. 

"  II.  That  the  inhabitants  shall  be  preserved  in  the  possession  of  thnr 
houses,  goods,  effects,  and  privil^es. — Qranted,  upon  their  laying  down 
their  arms. 

"  III.  That  the  inhabitants  shall  not  be  accountable  for  having  canied 
arms  in  the  defence  of  the  town,  foiasmncb  as  they  were  compelled  to  do 
it,  and  that  the  tnhsbitanta  of  the  colonies,  of  both  crowns,  equally  serve 
as  militia. — Granted. 

"  IV.  That  the  effecta  of  the  absent  officers  and  citizens  shall  not  be 
tonched. — Granted. 

"V.  That  the  inhabitants  shall  not  be  remoTed,noT  obliged  to  quit  their 
houses,  nntil  their  condition  shall  be  settled  by  tk^r  Britannic  and  Host 
Christian  Majesties. — OranUd. 

"  VI.  That  the  exercise  of  the  Catholic,  Apostolic,  and  Homan  religion 
shall  be  nuuntoined,  and  that  safe-guards  shall  be  granted  to  the  house*  of 
the  cleigy  and  to  the  nountaineen,  particularly  to  his  lordship  the  Kshop 
of  Quebec,  who,  animated  with  seal  for  religion,  and  charity  for  the  pe<^a 
of  his  diocese,  desires  to  reade  in  it  constantly,  to  exercise  freely,  and  with 
that  decency  which  his  character  and  the  sacred  offices  of  the  Roman 
religion  require,  his  episcopal  authority  in  the  town  of  Quebec,  whenever  h» 
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■hall  think  proper,  until  th*  poaaeauou  of  Canada  iball  be  decided  iy  a  treat; 
betvreen  their  Britannic  and  Most  Chriitivi  Hsjeaties. — The  free  exercise  of 
the  Roman  religion  ii  granted,  likewise  safegoaida  to  all  religions  pereo&i,  a* 
well  as  to  the  bishop,  who  shall  be  at  liberty  to  come  and  eserciie,  freely 
and  with  decency,  the  funcUons  of  his  olEce  whenever  he  thinks  proper, 
nntil  the  pouesaioQ  of  Canada  shall  have  been  decided  between  theii 
Britannic  and  Most  Christian  Majesties. 

"  Vll.  That  the  artilleiy  and  watlike  stores  shall  be  feithftilly  given  up, 
and  that  an  inventoiy  of  them  shall  he  made  out. — Otanted. 

"  VIII.  That  the  sick  and  woonded,  the  commissaries,  chaplains, 
physicians,  so^eona,  apothecaries,  and  other  people  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  hospitals,  shall  be  treated  eonfornuibly  to  the  cartel  of  the 
6th  of  Febnuuy,  1769,  settled  between  their  Britannic  and  Most  ChnBtian 
Majesties. — Oranted. 

"  IX.  That  before  deliveriog  up  the  gate  and  the  entrance  of  the  town  to 
the  English  troops,  their  general  will  be  pleased  to  send  some  soldiers 
to  be  posted  as  safegnards  open  the  chnrches,  convents,  and  principal 
habi  tationa. — Oranted. 

"X.  That  the  king's  lientenant  commanding  in  Quebec  shall  be  permitted 
to  send  information  to  the  Marquis  de  Vandrenil,  govemor-general,  of  the 
rednction  of  the  place,  as  also  that  tbe  general  may  send  advice  thereof  to 
the  French  ministry. — Oranted. 

"XI.  Hut  the  present  capitnlation  shall  be  executed  according  to  its 
form  and  tenor,  without  being  subject  to  non-execntion  under  pretence  of 
reprisals,  or  for  the  non-execntion  of  any  preceding  capitelation. — 
Oranted. 

"  Doplicates  hereof,  taken  and  executed  by  and  between  ns,  at  the  camp 
before  Quebec,  this  18th  day  of  September,  1TS9. 

"  CBARLia  SADHDRIia, 
"  OlOROE   ToWNSHBHD. 

"  Db  Rambit.' 


No.  LXXII. 

Extracta  from  "  Lettres  de  M.  le  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  G.-G.  en  Canada, 
i  MM.  de  Berryer  et  de  k  MoW,  1757—1769.  Londrea,  1777." 

In  1707. — Letter  1.  Montcalm  informs  M.  de  Benyer  that  he  carries  on 
a  correspondence  with  the  English  planteia,  by  giving  them  a  few  prohibited 
articles.  "  They  dupe  their  own  people  who  think  they  dope  us — theii 
letters  discover  to  me  many  cnrious  political  secrete.  Our  governors  of 
Canada  have  neglected  the  only  means  of  making  the  country  prosperous 
....    another  system  is  now  indiepenaable." 

8.J.,  of  Boston,  writes  to  Montcalm. — "The  cause  of  your  non-progress 
lie*  in  the  getdiis  of  your  nation.    Your  govemon  were  French  gentlemen. 
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hating  sad  dtmpnag  eomnwcM — waaltk,  tamaoBKB,  tad  tUia^A,  an 
inaeparable— ;ov  tkelaton  cdoDj  lui  Iwt  mon  in  a  jMr  than  it  can 
i^iin  in  tea.  Yonr  commerM  with  iu  ODght  to  b«  fave  and  jiatMmxeA. 
....    We  ihall  Boon  break  mtb  EnglaiKl  for  commeidai  reaaona." 

Montcalm  obwrrea  on  the  fbragoing— "  Let  na  beware  how  we  allow  the 
eatabliahmant  of  mannfactnree  in  Canada ;  the  wcnild  become  proud  aod 
matinoaa  like  the  Ei^liib.  So  long  as  FnDoa  ia  a  snneiy  to  Canada,  let 
not  the  Canadiani  be  allowed  to  trade,  bnt  kept  to  thair  wandering  labo- 
riooH  life  with  the  nvagea,  and  to  thaic  militaiy  exennaea.  Thej  will  ba 
leai  wealth;,  bat  more  brave  and  more  Utbfiil  to  na. 

"  We  may  loee  Canada— no  giaat  1o«,  if  we  keep  aone  port  in  Noitk 
America  for  fishing  and  trade.  .  .  .  The  Englidt  aattlnaareaahoatila 
to  their  mother-coontrjr  at  to  na.  like  itate  of  their  oonntij  ii  aii^alar — 
not  a  city  is  fortified.  The  English  goveniois  often  widiad  to  fortify,  bat 
the  people  objected.  If  Canada  be  in  the  baoda  of  an  able  (French) 
gOTemor  when  tbe  certain  qcarrel  comes  on,  it  will  repaj  na  for  all  former 
ooeL  England  made  a  great  miatake  in  not  taxing  Ibeae  cdooiea  from  the 
first,  even  ever  lO  little.  If  they  now  attempt  it — revolt." 

Letter  from  H.  de  Montcalm  to  H.  da  Mol£,  Premiar  Pr6pdent  an  Pai- 
lianwDt  de  Paria,  1759: — 

"  MoNBTEUH  BT  OHKR  CoUBIN, 

"  He  Toid,  depnU  plua  de  troia  moia,  anx  priaei  avec  H.  Wolfe :  il  ne 
ceate  jonr  et  unit  de  bombarder  Quebec,  avec  una  forie  qni  n'agafaaa 
d'exomple  dans  le  nigo  d'ane  place  qa'en  vent  prendre  et  coriaerver.  It  a 
iiji  consnm^  par  le  fen  presqoe  tonte  la  basae  viUe,  one  grande  partie  da 
la  bante  eat  ^^raa^  par  lea  bombea.  Haia  ne  laiaaa-t-il  piene  snr  piem, 
il  ne  viendm  jamaia  k  best  de  i'emparer  de  eetta  capitale  de  la  "^'"nif, 
tandii  qn'il  to  contentara  de  I'attaqner  de  la  rive  oppoa^,  dont  nona  Ini 
arena  abandonn^  la  poiiowrion.  Aniai  apr^  troii  mois  de  tentative,  n'eat 
il  paa  plna  avanc^  dane  son  desiein  qn'on  premier  jonr.  11  noua  mine, 
mais  il  ne  a'enrichit  paa.  La  campagne  n'a  gn^rva  plni  d'nn  moia  k 
dorer,  ft  niacn  dn  voisinage  de  I'antomne,  teirible  dans  ces  parages  pour 
nne  flotte,  par  lee  coups  de  vent  qni  r^ent  conatamioent  et  p^^odiqne- 

"  II  lembla  qn'ftpria  on  ai  henrenx  pr^nde,  la  conservation  de  U  colwie 
est  preaqne  assort.  II  n'en  eat  cependant  lien :  la  priae  de  Quebec  d^wnd 
d'nn  coup  dn  main.  Lei  Anglois  aont  maltres  de  la  rivibre ;  il  n'ont  qn% 
affectaei  one  descente  sox  la  live,  oCl  cette  ville,  aana  fortificationa  at 
aana  d^enge,  eat  aitn^.  Les  voilft  en  £tst  de  me  printer  la  battaille, 
qne  je  ne  ponriat  plna  lefaser,  et  qne  je  ne  devru  pas  gagner.  M.  Wolfe, 
•n  effet,  s'il  entend  son  metier,  n'ft  qn'il  essayer  le  premier  fen,  venir  en 
snite  k  grand  paa  anr  mon  ann^e,  Cure  &  boat  partaut  la  d&barge,  ntea 
Canadiena,  aana  discipline,  sonrds  k  la  voix  dn  tambonr,  et  dee  instramena 
mililurea,  d^rangft  par  cat  eecana,  na  afauieut  plna  reprendn  lean  mnga. 
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Dm  Knt  aiUeiira  miu  bagonettea  pom  npondre  k  eellea  de  rannani ;  il  ne 
lanr  ragta  qn'l  ftdt,  et  me  toIUl,  battoe  bmu  renanrce^  Voili  ma  pontioD ! 
.  .  .  Pontion  biaa  &olwiue  pour  nn  giaial,  et  qui  me  fait  paaaar  de 
bian  teniblea  momena.  La  connaiannce  qne  j'ao  aye  m'a  fait  tenii 
jnaqn'ici  vox  U  d^feudve,  qui  m^  r^iufd;  mais  re'iuaim-t-elle  jaBqa'i 
la  fin  ?  Lea  ^vinemeu  en  d^deront !  Jdaii  one  aatnnnce  qne  je  poia 
Tona  donner,  c'aat,  qne  je  tie  nimvroia  paa  probablemant  la  perte  de  la 
colonie.  II  eat  dea  litiutiooa  oil  il  ne  reata  plni  k  on  gSa^ai,  qne  de  p^iir 
avec  honsenr :  je  croia  y  £tre :  et  nr  ee  point  je  croii  qne  jamais  la 
poat^rit^  u'sDra  rien  k  leprocher  i  ma  m^oire ;  maia  ai  la  Fortone  decide 
de  ma  Tie,  elle  ne  d^den  paa  de  mes  aentimenH — ila  aont  Fianv°^t  ^'  "^  'e 
aeront,  joaqae  daua  1e  tombeaa,  ai  djma  le  tombean  on  eat  encore  qnelqse 
choae !  Je  me  coiuoleni  dn  moini  de  ma  d£bite,  et  de  la  perte  de  la 
colonje,  par  rintime  pennaaion  oil  je  aoia,  que  cette  d^faite  Tandroit  on 
jour  k  ma  patrie  plna  qo'nne  TicttHiej  et  qne  le  vainqoear  en  a'aggrandift- 
aant,  troDveroit  nn  tombean  dana  aon  aggraodisHment  mSme. 

"  Ce  que  j  'advance  ici,  mon  cher  coniiD,  TOna  parottia  on  paradoxe ;  mua 
an  moment  de  T^flexiou  politique,  mi  coup  d'oeil  snr  la  titnation  dea  choaea 
en  Am^qne,  et  la  v^t£  de  mon  opinion,  biillera  dana  toat  aon  jonr.  Non, 
mon  cber  eensin,  lea  bommea  n'ob^ioaent  qa'i  la  foroe  et  ^  la  n&east^ ; 
c'eit  it  dire,  que  qoand  ila  voyent  arm£  derant  leuta  yevct,  nn  pouToir 
toDJonra  pr£t,ettonjoniaaDffisantponTleayeontiBiDdre,onqiiaiidUcbaine 
de  Iran  beaoias  lenr  en  dicta  la  loi.  Hon  de  Ik  point  de  joug  pour  eoi, 
point  d'ebfiaaance  de  lenr  pa/t ;  ila  aont  k  anx  ;  ila  rivent  librei,  parce 
qnlla  n'out  rien  m  dedana,  rien  au  dehora,  qui  lea  oblige  k  ae  dfponiller 
de  cette  libettj,  qui  eat  le  plus  bel  appanage,  la  plua  pr^euae  pr^ogative  de 
l'hamaait&  Voili  lea  bommea !— et  anr  ce  point  lei  Angloii,  aoit  par  I'^daea- 
tion,  aoit  par  aentiment,  aont  plua  bommea  que  lea  autrea :  La  g^  de 
la  coDtrainte  lenr  d^plalt  plna  qn'il  tont  aotre:  il  lenr  &nt  ree- 
piiw  on  air  libra  et  d4g^ ;  aana  cela  ila  aont  ban  de  lenr  Qitaeiit, 
Maia  «i  ce  aont  U  lea  Aogloia  de  I'Enrope,  c'eit  encore  plna  lea  Angloi* 
d'Am^rique.  Une  grand  partie  de  cei  colona  aont  lea  en&na  de  cee  hommae 
qui  a'expalri^nt  dam  ces  tempa  de  trouble,  oit  I'anoieDDe  Angleterre,  en 
proje  anx  diviiiona,  £toit  sttaqn^  dans  aea  privil^ea  et  droits,  et  all^nt 
chereber  en  Am^qae  nne  terre,  oit  ila  pniewnt  Tivre  et  menrit  libiea,  et 
preaqu^d^odenla ;  et  cea  en&na  n'ont  paa  d^&erA  dea  aentimena 
repnbllcsina  de  lenn  pteea.  D'sotiea  aont  dee  homme^  onnemii  de  tout 
firein,  de  tent  aaanjetiaaement,  qne  le  government  y  a  tnnaport^  ponr  lenr 
Crimea.  D'antrea,  eufin,  aont  nn  tamat  de  diff^entea  nationa  de  I'Enrope, 
qui  tiennent  \zi»  pen  k  I'ancienne  Angleterre  par  le  cfflor  et  le  eentimeiit, 
tone  en  giniial  ne  as  aoncient  gn^rea  du  roi  ni  du  parlement  d'Anf^eteire. 
"  Je  lea  conuoii  bien,  non  aur  del  rapporta  ^trangen,  mail  tot  dea  corrft- 
pondancea,  et  dea  infonnationa  lecreta,  qne  j'u  moi-m£me  menagA,  et 
d<mt  n&  jonr,  li  Dieu  me  prite  vie,  je  ponrraia  faire  naage  k  ravantage  de 
ma  patria.     Pear  imeroit  da  bonheDc  poor  eax,  tone  cea  colona  aont 
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puveno,  duu  nn  ^Ut  tr^  floriaunt ;  ils  wnt  nombrevx  et  riches ;  ila 
recu^ent  daiu  le  win  de  lenr  patris,  tontea  Iw  n^cewdtA  de  la  via. 
li'ancieime  Angletetre  »  6\£  asaec  sotto,  et  uaez  dupe,  poor  leor  lainer 
Aablir  cbei  enx  les  arts,  les  metiers,  lea  nunnfactarei ;  c'eat  i  dire,  qu'elle 
leoT  a  laisae  briser  la  chaine  de  beaoini,  qni  lee  lioit,  qui  lea  attachoit  k 
die,  et  qai  lea  fait  d^pendalita.  Aiusi  tontes  ces  colonies  Angloises  aaroient 
depnia  long  tempg  gecoD^  te  Jong,  chaqne  proTince  anioieut  fonn£  one 
petite  r^nbliqne  ind^pendonte,  ai  la  craiute  de  voir  les  Francois  k  leur 
porte  n'  avoit  €ii  nn  frein,  qni  lea  avoit  r^tenn.  Mattres  pom  maitrei  ila 
ont  pr^er^  lenr  coinpatriotea  aox  ^trangera,  prenant  cependant  poni 
mazime,  de  n'ob^  que  le  nunna  qn'ila  poDirDi^t;  mala  que  la  Canada 
Tint  k  iiK  conqnia,  et  que  lea  Canadiena  et  eea  colona  oe  foasent  plna 
qo' on  senl  people,  et  la  premie  occasion,  od  l^cienne  An^etone  semble- 
roit  toucher  k  lears  int^r^  croiez-Tona,  mon  cher  conaiii,  qD«  COlODB 
ob^iioient  t    Et  qo'  asroient-ila  it  craindra,  en  ae  leroltant } 

"  Je  ne  pnia  cependant  pas  diaaimaler  qne  I'ancienne  Angletetre  avee  on 
pen  de  bonne  politiqne  pourait  tonjouia  ae  r&erver  dana  lea  muna  one 
leaaoorce  toojonia  pnlte  ponr  mettre  k  la  laison  lea  anciennes  coIoDies. 
Le  Canada  conaid^T^  dana  lni-m€me,  dans  sea  lichesses,  dana  lea  focces, 
dana  le  nombre  de  sea  habitani  n'est  lien  en  comparaison  du  con^obat 
des  colonies  Angloisea;  malH  la  voleor,  rindoitrie,  la  fldflit^  de  aes 
habitans,  y  sopplie  a  bien,  qne  depuia  plus  d'nu  ai^e  ila  se  battent  avee 
BTantage  contre  toutea  ces  colonies  :  dix  Canadiena  sont  aoffisanta  contT« 
cent  colons  Angloia.  L'  erp^ence  jonniali^Fe  prore  ce  bit.  Si  I'aitcieiine 
Angleterre,  apres  aTdr  conqnia  le  Canada  sfavoit  ae  I'attacher  par  I« 
politiqoe  des  bienfaits,  et  Be  le  conBeirer  i  elle  seule,  n  elle  le  lairaoit  k 
sa  religion,  k  aes  loix,  Jk  son  language,  ^  aes  collturoes,  it  son  sncienno 
goovernement,  le  Canada,  divis^  dans  tons  ces  points,  d'ayec  les  aotreB 
coltmies,  formerait  toDJouia  on  pais  iaol^,  qui  n'entreroit  jamais  dans 
lean  iut^rSta ;  .  ,  .  mais  ce  n'est  pas  li  la  politique  Brittaniqoe.  Les 
Aa^ois  font-ils  une  conquSte,  il  £ant  qn'ilH  cbangent  la  cocatitntion  do 
pajs,  ila  7  portent  lenr  loix,  leor  coutnmes,  &c.  Ac.  .  .  .  VoilL  lea 
Canadiena  tiaiiBfaiin^  en  politiqueB,  en  n^gociana,  en  hommea  inbtoA 
d'une  pi^tendne  liberty,  qni  chez  la  populace  tJent  souvent  en  Angletam 

de  la  licence,  et  da  lanardin Je  auis  ai  a&r  de  ce  que  j'^ciis, 

qoe  je  ne  donneiai  pas  dix  ana  apr£«  la  cooqngte  de  Canada  poor  en  voir 
l^coniplissemeut. 

"VoUi  ce  qne,  comme  Franfois,  me  console  anjourd'hoi  dn  danger 
Eminent  qoe  court  ma  patrie,  de  voir  cette  colonie  perdue  poui  elle. 
"Do  camp  devant  Quebec,  Jan. 

"  84  d'Aoilt,  1789.  "  MoNMiUi." 
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